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July 15, 2008
TO: 
 
Members, State Board of Education
FROM: 
Lucille E. Davy 



Commissioner

SUBJECT:
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) Grades 5 to 8 Standard Setting


In preparation for tomorrow’s meeting of the State Board, I am attaching three tables, which review the standards for the new NJ ASK mathematics and language arts literacy (LAL) tests for grades 5 to 8. Overall, the data show that in 2008 New Jersey students performed better than students in 2007 at all grade levels, except grade 5, using the same standard that was used in 2007. However, in 2008 we propose raising the standard for student achievement resulting in fewer students being deemed proficient. The impact of this decision will lead to identifying students for intervention and assistance earlier in their school careers, which has long been a goal of the State Board. Our hope is that this will better prepare all students for success in high school and beyond. 

The information that is attached includes comparisons of data using the 2007 and 2008 standards, and information about the impact these standards have on total students and subgroup populations. All data are based on a large sample of students for each grade level. You will recall that at the June 18 meeting we provided you with an overview of the standard setting process and alerted you that the department would be seeking the Board’s adoption of the NJ ASK cut scores at the July 16 meeting.



Table 1 includes final recommended performance standards for 2008. The Proficient and the Advanced Proficient Cut Scores are included and expressed, as well, in terms of a percentage of the Total Points Possible. For comparison with the standards of previous years, I have included the Percent Correct for Proficient in 2007 and the Total Points Possible. This illustrates the expectation in 2008 that students should get a higher percentage of the test correct in order to achieve proficiency. 



Table 2 shows the impact of changes in cut scores comparing the new 2008 standard and the results based on the 2007 standard. Included is the percentage of students proficient or above by grade, subject, and subgroup. The 2008 R columns show the percentages of students who would be proficient or above if the 2007 standards were applied to the 2008 tests. The columns at the bottom of the page show the difference between the two tests in percentage correct of total points for proficiency. The 2008 expectations are decidedly higher.



Table 3 illustrates in a bar chart the impact of the changes in standards based on the information provided in Table 2.  



At tomorrow’s meeting, Deputy Commissioner Willa Spicer, Jay Doolan, assistant commissioner, Division of Educational Standards and Programs, Timothy Peters, director, Office of State Assessments, and I will discuss our recommendations for the new standard. We will be joined by Michael Bunch, Vice President of Measurement Incorporated, our test contractor. He will provide additional information about the standard setting process and the impact data, in terms of both the total student population as well as major subgroups.  


These new NJ ASK tests represent one component of a larger statewide initiative to raise the expectations for student achievement in New Jersey.  We look forward to a discussion of raising standards for student performance at our meeting tomorrow.
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