
 

 
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

National Conference Center at the Holiday Inn 
399 Monmouth Street 

East Windsor, NJ  08520 
 

MINUTES 
  

Thursday, November 19, 2009 
 
 
Members in attendance:  Dr. Tracy Amerman, Angela Durso, Scott Elliott, Philip Gartlan, Dr. Howard 
Lerner, Kathleen Mullery, Michael Nevin, Kathy Roberson, Blanche Stetler  
 
Members not in attendance: Carolyn Hayer, William Sellar  
 
Resource Representatives in attendance: Karen Carroll 
 
Resource Representatives not in attendance: Betsy Collins, Gordon Reibman, Debbie Stewart  
 
Guests and members of the public:  Pauline Bey, Deborah Conway, Sol Heckelman, Eric Schnyr  
 
I. ACCEPTANCE OF SEPTEMBER MINUTES 

 
The meeting was officially called to order at 9:55 a.m. by Dr. Howard Lerner.  The September minutes 
were approved and seconded with one addition. All in favor.  
 
II.       COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
 
Council welcomed Cynthia Hoenes from NJOSEP who discussed her role as a member of the Mental 
Health Planning Council.  Ms. Hoenes shared the mission of the Council, the member organizations and 
individuals on the Council and the mental health resources that many of the member organizations 
provide.  The prospect of having a SSEAC member serve on the MHPC was discussed and Ms. Hoenes 
will explore the possibility of this suggestion.  Council discussed the various support services that they 
utilize or are aware of and discussed the need for increased awareness and coordination of resources  
 
Dr. Lerner indicated his desire to submit comments to the USDOE, during the No Child Left Behind 
reauthorization process, regarding the federal requirement for each state to have an alternate assessment 
for students with significant cognitive disabilities.  Council members were in agreement. 
 
Michael Nevin reported about his involvement in staff training on transition at his place of employment, 
Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey and his recent presentations.  
 
 Kathy Roberson inquired about the follow-up to the NJOSEP stakeholder meetings that focused on 
restraint and seclusion procedures.  Dr. Wohle indicated that the issues would be addressed through the 
administrative code review and revision process. 
 



 

Scott Elliott distributed information regarding an upcoming workshop (December 2, 2009) co-sponsored 
by the Kessler Foundation and Cornell University focused on strategies for promoting the 
inclusion/employment of individuals with disabilities in the workplace. 
 
III.  DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 
 
Dr. Wohle reported on the following:  
 
• IDEA and ARRA applications are being processed. Requests for construction or renovation projects 

will go through a separate approval and vetting process. 
 
• Local districts were completing their Annual Data Report submissions through the NJ Smart portal; 

the deadline for submission was November 19th. 
 

• Dr. Wohle, Council member Carolyn Hayer, and Toni DeLuca, former special education director, 
Hackensack School District, were interviewed on November 12th about “Inclusion” by Channel 12, 
“12 In Our Schools.”  The airing date was yet to be determined, but was anticipated to be within the 
next few weeks. 

 
• Dr. Wohle and Bob Haugh, NJOSEP Transition Coordinator, accepted an award on November 14, 

2009 from Pathways for Exceptional Children, in recognition of the Department sponsored Dare to 
Dream Conferences. 

 
• Dr. Wohle distributed the Commissioner’s memo of September 23, 2009 regarding changes to the 

department’s policy on calculator use during the administration of the New Jersey Assessment of 
Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK), effective spring 2010.  Specifically, calculators will not be 
permitted during the short constructed response (SCR) part of all NJ ASK assessments, grades 3-8. 

 
 
IV.        PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Deborah Conway, a retiree from NJEA, agreed with Council on the importance of identifying mental 
health services for schools and discussed the need for toll-free help lines similar to those created after 
9/11.   
 
Pauline Bey, Camden City School District, commented on the need for increased parent involvement, 
the need for more parent training, and the need for increased parent communication with school district 
administration. 
 
 Eric Schnyr from Flagghouse commented on NCLB and issues related to the focus on testing. 
  
V.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:16 p.m. The next full meeting of the Council is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 17, 2009 at the Holiday Inn in East Windsor. 
 
VI.   LUNCHEON 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 


	Thursday, November 19, 2009
	II.       COUNCIL DISCUSSION


