
 

 
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

National Conference Center at the Holiday Inn 
399 Monmouth Street 

East Windsor, NJ  08520 
 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, March 18, 2010 
 
Members in attendance: Lauren Agoratus, Dr. Tracy Amerman, Angela Durso, Philip Gartlan, Carolyn 
Hayer, Dr. Howard Lerner, Kathleen Mullery, Michael Nevin, Kathy Roberson, Rob Sandusky,  
William Seller, Blanche Stetler 
 
Members not in attendance:  Scott Elliott 
 
Resource Representatives in attendance: Susan Avny, Jo-Ann Ayres, Karen Carroll, Debbie Stewart 
 
Guests and members of the public: Sol Heckelman, 3 adults and 19 student lead mentors from 
Pathways for Exceptional Children 
 
I. ACCEPTANCE OF FEBRUARY MINUTES 

 
The meeting was officially called to order at 9:53 a.m. by Dr. Howard Lerner. The February minutes 
were approved and seconded. All in favor   
 
II.   DIRECTORS UPDATE 
 
Dr. Wohle distributed to the Council the March 4, 2010, List of Rules, Regulations or Policies that are 
State-imposed in Accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1407(a) and the related attachment.  She explained that 
the New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (NJOSEP) is required 
to provide to the United States Department of Education (USDOE), on an annual basis, a list of rules, 
regulations, or policies that are state-imposed (not required by IDEA or Federal regulations) and must 
include the list with its annual application for federal funding.  
 
Dr. Wohle explained that the document provides a rationale for each state imposed regulation and is 
organized around the following: 
 

• Timeframes: Regulations adopted to provide consistent timelines to implement IDEA mandates.  
 

• Mediation/Due Process Procedures:  Regulations adopted to provide clear and consistent 
procedures for mediation and due process hearings to resolve disputes.  

 
• Operational Procedures:  Regulations developed to set forth uniform program parameters 

throughout the state.  
 

• Program Organization:  Regulations adopted to provide for consistent programmatic organization 
across the state with respect to factors such as class type, class size, instructional time, and 
program options. 



 

 
• Receiving Schools:  Regulations that govern the provision of programs in public and private 

receiving schools, and programs operated by State agencies, adopted to provide procedural and 
programmatic requirements to govern the special education and related services provided by 
these public and private entities.  

 
• State Law Implementation: Regulations adopted to implement requirements of State laws.  

 
The Council reviewed the document and discussed its potential usefulness when the NJOSEP initiates 
the process to review and, as needed, revise N.J.A.C. 6A:14. 
 
III.  PRESENTATION 
 
Student Lead Mentors from Pathways for Exceptional Children spoke to Council about: 
 

• The Lead Mentor efforts toward “authentic inclusion;”  
• The Lead Mentor proposal and rationale for revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Standards;  
• The Lead Mentor action plan developed in collaboration with NJOSEP that focused on the Dare 

to Dream conferences; potential presentations at the NJEA Convention in Atlantic City; and 
presentations through the Learning Resource Center Network; 

• The Success of Mentoring; and  
• The Lead Mentor Include Me! Movement, including the May 22, 2010 Rally. 

 
The Council commented on the vast expansion of the Lead Mentors program over the last few years and 
entered into a discussion regarding the numerous inclusive opportunities and activities provided through 
their efforts. 

 
 

IV.        PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Sol Heckleman offered positive comments in response to the Lead Mentors presentation, and related 
their presentation to his experiences as a district administrator. 
  
V.          ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. The next full meeting of the Council is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in East Windsor. 
 
VI.  LUNCHEON 
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