
 
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

National Conference Center at the Holiday Inn 
399 Monmouth Street 

East Windsor, NJ  08520 
 

MINUTES 
  

Thursday, February 17, 2011 
 
 
Members in attendance:  Lauren Agoratus, Dr. Tracy Amerman, Scott Elliott, Phillip Gartlan, Dr. 
Howard Lerner, Kathleen Mullery, Michael Nevin, Bill Sellar, Blanche Stetler 
 
Members not in attendance:  Angela Durso, Katherine Roberson, Rob Sandusky 
 
Resource Representatives in attendance: Susan Avny, Suzanne Canuso, Karen Carroll, Rick Hager 
 
Guests and members of the public:  Peggy McDonald, Melanie O'Dea  
 
I.  ACCEPTANCE OF JANUARY MINUTES 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:55 a.m. by Chair Dr. Howard Lerner.  The January minutes were 
reviewed and approved. All were in favor. 
 
II.   COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
 
Dr. Lerner shared with Council the presentation that he and Kathy Roberson presented to the Governor's 
Educator Effectiveness Task Force (EETF) on January 20, 2011. 
 
III.   ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER’S UPDATE  
 
Barbara Gantwerk, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Student Services discussed with the Council the 
presentation that Acting Commissioner Cerf made on February 16, 2011 at Princeton University outlining 
the Christie Administration proposals for improving teacher quality.  The five components he addressed 
were: introducing a new system of evaluations, changing tenure, ending mutual consents, reevaluating the 
current system of seniority and addressing compensation.  The speech, in its entirety, can be viewed at:   
http://www.state.nj.us/education/news/2011/0218ten.htm 
 
Ms. Gantwerk also updated the Council on the proposed Special Education changes to the Administrative 
Code. 
 
Ms. Gantwerk shared and discussed with the Council the new Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act, as well as 
the responsibilities that the Department of Education now has for implementation.  The law and an 
overview are attached.  
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/AL10/122_.HTM 
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/A3500/3466_S1.PDF 
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IV.   PRESENTATION 
 
Dr. Peggy McDonald and Ms. Melanie O'Dea presented to the Council an overview of the State 
Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) that was submitted to the federal Office of 
Special Education Programs on February 1, 2011.  They also discussed the intra-office collaboration 
between the monitoring teams and the Learning Resource Center consultants with regard to Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE) compliance in selected districts.  They also shared with Council the 
numerous trainings and supports in place to assist districts in meeting LRE; including: data, differentiated 
instruction, positive behavior supports, supports to general education and a pilot program  on Harassment, 
Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) in collaboration with Rutgers University. 
 
V.   PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  The next full meeting of the Council is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 17, 2011 at the Holiday Inn in East Windsor.   
 
VII.   LUNCH 
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