
 
 

STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
National Conference Center at the Holiday Inn 

399 Monmouth Street 
East Windsor, NJ  08520 

 
MINUTES 

  
Thursday February 16, 2012 

 
 
Members in attendance:  Dr. Tracy Amerman , Myriam Alizo, Angela Durso, Phil Gartlan, Beth Kelley, 
Melanie McGacken,  Michael Nevin, Kathy Roberson, Blanche Stetler 
 
Members not in attendance:  Lauren Agoratus, Bonni Rubin-Sugarman, Rob Sandusky  
 
Resource Representatives in attendance: Susan Avny, Jo-Ann Ayres, Karen Carroll, Tracy Nowlin 
 
Guests and members of the public:  Natasha Chase, Sol Heckelman,  Kim Murray, Howard Stern  
 
I.  ACCEPTANCE OF JANUARY MINUTES  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:58 a.m. by Chairperson Kathy Roberson.  The January minutes were 
reviewed and approved. All were in favor.   
 
II.   PRESENTATION 
 
Kim Murray, Manager, Bureau of Accountability, Office of Special Education gave a presentation on 
Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) to the Council.  New Jersey is in consortium with 13 other states.  The 
new DLM alternate assessment system will let students with significant cognitive disabilities 
show what they know in ways that traditional multiple-choice tests cannot. The DLM system is 
designed to map a student’s learning throughout the year. The system will use items and tasks 
that are embedded in day-to-day instruction. In this way, testing happens as part of instruction, 
which both informs teaching and benefits students. An end of the year assessment will be created 
for states that want to include a summative test in addition to the instructionally embedded 
system. More information  can be found at:  dynamiclearningmaps.org 
 
III.   DIRECTORS UPDATE 
 
Dr. Peggy McDonald shared with the Council information on the federal approval of New Jersey's waiver 
to NCLB.  Assistant Commissioner, Barbara Gantwerk will do a more detailed presentation to the 
Council at the March meeting. 
 
Dr. McDonald reported to the Council that the Office of Special Education completed and submitted the 
State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report on February 1, 2012.   
 
 
 



 
 
Dr. McDonald discussed the two technical assistance sessions that were offered to districts with 
disproportionality.  Representatives from several partner organizations around the country presented.  
Follow up sessions will be conducted. 
 
Dr. McDonald gave a brief update on the progress of the teacher evaluation task force. 
 
IV.    PUBLIC 
 
Sol Heckelman shared with the Council his thoughts on the challenge to the Harassment, Intimidation and 
Bullying (HIB) legislation. 
 
V.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.  The next full meeting of the Council is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 15, 2012 at the Holiday Inn in East Windsor.   
 
VI.   LUNCH 
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