Understanding Accountability:
Progress Targets
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Under Option A, New Jersey selected the goal of
closing half of its achievement gap within six years
and calculated Progress Targets for the state,
districts, schools and subgroups based on closing
this gap in equal increments each year.

Proficiency rates based on the following assessments
were used as the starting point for setting the

baseline.
Grades 3-8 — NJASK Assessment 2010-11
High School —HSPA Banked Cohort 2010



The six-year goal (2016—2017) for the percentage of
proficient students Is determined by:
Calculating the percentage of students who are not proficient;
Dividing that percentage in half; and
Subtracting it from 100 percent.

Annual progress targets are set in equal increments
toward a goal of reducing by half the percentage of
students, in the “all students” group and each
subgroup, who are not proficient within six years.



: o Calculate the percentage of students who are partially

proficient.

o The ‘all students’ group is currently demonstrating a
proficiency rate of 40%

o (100-40=60) 60% is the partially proficient rate

» Divide the partially proficient rate in half; and
o (60%/2=30%)

e Subtract it from 100 to determine the six year goal.
o (100%-30%= 70%) 70% proficient is required by 2016-17

* Annual progress targets are set in 6 equal increments
toward a goal of reducing by half the percentage of
students.

o (30%/6 = 5% each year)

» The school in this example begins this process with a
proficiency rate of 40% and is then expected to move
to proficiency rates of 45%, 50%, 55%, 60%, 65%, and
finally 70% in each of the following years of the six-
year period.




Separate progress targets are determined for the
state, each district, school, and subgroup in
Language Arts Literacy and Math.

Progress targets are calculated on aggregated scores
for all students and each subgroup utilizing
assessment results for grades 3-8 and 11.

Aggregate all students — not by grade spans.

A minimum “N” size of 30 applies for all students
and for each subgroup.



All Students

Students with Disabilities
Economically Disadvantaged
Limited English Proficient
African American

Asian

Hispanic

Native American

White

Two or More Races



The NJDOE determined that for the highest
performing schools and subgroups, such a process
will likely present unreasonable targets.

The NJDOE established that schools and subgroups
could meet expectations by either reaching their
Individually determined progress targets or a
proficiency goal of 90 percent. This rate will be
Increased to 95 percent in 2015.
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95% Participation rate Is required for meeting the
progress targets.

Participation rates are determined for all students
and for each subgroup for LAL and Math.

Participation Averaging is applied if the school
misses only the participation rate, then an average of
three years of participation is calculated and utilized
as the participation rate.



Annual proficiency is compared to annual progress
targets.

Calculate the percent Proficient:

Add the number of Proficient and Advanced Proficient results
and divide by the number of Valid Test results.

Yearly performance must meet or exceed the
determined annual progress target or reach the
proficiency goal of 90 percent. This rate will be
Increased to 95 percent in 2015.



A Confidence Interval (Cl) is a statistical method to
minimize the risk of falsely identifying any marginal
school as not meeting the Progress Target,

A confidence interval at 95% probability is applied to
the actual results for the total population as well as
each student subgroup for each content area as an
additional criterion for meeting Progress Targets.



If a proficiency goal of 90 percent is reached then
subgroup met goal. (MET GOAL)

If proficiency meets or exceeds the determined
annual progress target subgroup met target. (YES)

If the target is within the CI then subgroup met
target with (Cl)conditions.

If the proficiency the ClI is below the target then
expectations are not met. (NO)



Only full year students are included in performance
measures; students who are in school less than a year
are removed (TIS<YR).

Former Limited English Proficient students, who
have left the program within 2 years, are considered.

Alternate Proficiency Assessment results are
Included.
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If baseline proficiency is 90% or greater, the
Increment is not determined.

All annual targets are set at the statewide goal of
90%, after 2015 increased to 95%.

Baseline proficiency is not recalculated if
performance falls below 90% in subsequent years;
school must meet the 90% target.

Current progress target table would indicate “-” for
Increment and max of 90% is set as the target.



Progress targets are not determined for subgroups
less than 30 students.
INn a case where a minimum n-size = 2, results are not reliable.

Establish new baseline targets once the population
reaches minimum n-size = 30.

Reports would indicate “-” for the subgroups with
no increment or target determined.



Resources
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http://www.nj.gov/education/title1/accountability/progress/12/understanding.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/title1/accountability/progress/12/understanding.pdf
mailto:titleone@doe.state.nj.us
mailto:RAC@doe.state.nj.us
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