
Delaware TTT participant recognized for excellence
By Melissa Fantozzi, Mid-Atlantic Region Director

Kane Swaney was recently presented with a 
Certificate of Recognition from the Department 

of Defense and the National Troops to Teachers (TTT) 
office for his outstanding leadership in education by 
choosing to Proudly Serve Again as an exemplary 
educator. He was one of only 47 TTT participants from 
across the United States, including U.S. territories, 
distinguished as a “gold star” educator — teachers with 
success in the TTT program and the classroom, shining 
examples of what TTT does to support, guide and get 
the best of our military folks into the classrooms and 
schools, where they can continue to make a difference. 
This is quite an honor considering that, since 1994, 
TTT has helped over 10,000 
separating Service members 
“proudly serve again” in 
our nation’s public schools. 
Swaney found his passion for 
teaching while serving as an 
instructor in the Air Force.

Swaney served in the 
Air Force as an Aircraft 
Maintenance Hydraulic 
System Specialist and System 
Craftsman on B-1b and C-5 
aircraft. He says, “While 
serving at Dover AFB, Del., I worked Isochronal and 
flight line maintenance and was selected to be an Air 
Force instructor. Teaching opened my eyes to a passion 
I never knew existed and inspired me to become a 
teacher after retirement.” With help from the Troops 
to Teachers program, Swaney completed his Master’s 
degree in education and completed his teaching 
certification at the University of Delaware in the 
Alternative Route to Certification Program (ART-C).

Swaney currently teaches technology at Shue-
Medill Middle School in Newark, Del. “I get the 
most enjoyment out of my profession when, at that 
particular moment a student understands a concept, 
their expressions change, a light bulb goes on. They 
understand what you are teaching them,” Swaney 
says. He adds that teaching at a school that allows him 
the freedom to teach the way he feels is best for that 
particular group of students is rewarding. “They do 
not tie my hands in the way I run my curriculum and 
classroom.” 

In addition to being a classroom teacher, Swaney acts 
as the “school bank,” working with local credit 
unions teaching students about finances. As 

the Technology 
Coordinator, he is 
proud to say that 
his students have 
won the Fall 2011 
and Spring 2012 
Delaware Stock 
Market game, 
placing first out 
of over 100 teams. 
Swaney was 
awarded a $1000 
grant from United 
Way of Delaware to enhance his classroom for student 
learning. He was also chosen by his school district 
to represent as the “Bank at School” representative 
where the Governor of Delaware, as well as Bank 
Commissioner, lauded his success in bringing student 
banking into the school.

Go to www.nj.gov/education/tttnj/showcase/ for 
more news about Delaware TTT participants. More 
information on the TTT program can be found at 
http://proudtoserveagain.com/.

Tech. Sgt. Swaney at 
Dover AFB, Del.

Swaney shows off his “gold star” 
teaching skills at Shue-Medill 
Middle School in Newark, Del.
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