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MS. POWER: My name is Grace Power.
l'mthe Chief of Staff at the BPU.  And, | also
serve as Chair of the Energy Master Plan Comm ttee.
Really excited to welconme you here to Newark. As
you may know, we originally scheduled five public
hearings, nost of which went all day, in five
separ ate areas. But, due to so much demand and
interest in continuing to coment on the plan and
have some nore diverse |locations, we have added
tonight's hearing and al so next week's hearing in
Camden.

Al so tonight, we do have one of our
staff members who have graciously joined us, who
can serve as a translator for anyone of our
Spani sh- speakers.

MS. SURREY: Hi . My name is Maria
Surrey, and I'"'mwith the Board of Public Utilities
customer assistance. | speak Spanish, and if you
need assi stance pl ease ask.

MS. POVWER: As many of you know, in
May of this year Governor Murphy signed Executive
Order 28. And, that directed the Board of Public
Utilities to spearhead a new Energy Master Pl an,
which will be delivered to the Governor by June of

next year. The ultimate goal is to develop a




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N RN N N NN R B R R R R R R R R
o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo 0o »d WwWN O

bl ueprint of the total conversion of the state's
energy production profile to a hundred percent
cl ean energy by 2050. We're also | ooking to
i mpl ement specific proposals that we can i nmplenment
over the next ten years. This is a rough timeline
of the Energy Master Plan. As | said, we Kkicked
off in May, and this has been an inter-agency
effort. We had our kick-off meeting in June, and
like I nmentioned we held five stakehol der meetings
in Septenmber, and we're having two nmore this month.
We are soon going to be getting to work readi ng al
of your comments, and starting to put together a
draft over the wi nter. Some point this spring --
| ate winter/early spring we're going to be putting
out a draft for public comment. We're going to
continue the stakehol der process hol ding meetings
around state and welcome folks to give us their
i nput . Finally, in June we're going to deliver
the final plan to the Governor.

| just want to highlight that this
truly has been an inter-agency effort. W have a
nunber of departments that are involved in the EMP.
In addition to the Board of Public Utilities, we
have t he Department of Comunity Affairs, EDA, DEP,

Depart ment of Health, Department of Human Services,
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Depart ment of Transportation, Department of Labor
And wor kforce Devel opment, Department of the
Treasury, and New Jersey Transit.

Our next nmeeting will be next week,
Oct ober 10th, and it will be at Rutgers Canden,
al so beginning at 4:00 p. m

| wanted to add that we do have an

open conmment peri od. If you go to the EMP website
you will see that for each of our five working
groups -- which are Cl ean and Renewabl e Power,

Sust ai nabl e and Resilient Infrastructure, Reducing
Energy Consunption, Clean and Reli able
Transportation, and Building a Modern Grid -- we
have put out conbined over 100 questions where
we're asking for very specific feedback. And, you
can coment on that here tonight. You can al so
submt coments to EMP.comment s@spu.nj.com The
public comment period will remain open until
Friday, October 12th at five p.m So, again, we
ask you to comment. We really are |ooking for
input from anyone who is interested in clean energy
and the state's energy future. So, thank you for
j oi ni ng us.

Just a few quick matters of

housekeepi ng. We do have a list, we're going to
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be going in order of folks who have pre-registered,

and then we're going to be | ooking at folks who

j oi ned us tonight. We are asking that you pl ease
[imt your remarks to ten m nutes. | do have signs
here to give you a little rem nder. We want to be
respectful of everyone's tine. And, of course, if

you can sunmmarize your comments instead of reading
your full comment, that would be great. We wil
certainly be reading all your comments carefully,
and will eventually be posted on line for everybody
to review.

So, without further adieu, we'll get
started. We are going to start with Lyle Rawl i ngs
from MSEI A. Lyle, are you here? Okay.

Now we're going to go to Harriet
Shugarman from Cli mate Mana. And then Ted Gli ck,
Rosel and Agai nst the Conpressor Station & 350NJ.

MS. SHUGARMAN: Thank you. Thank you
very much for holding this additional hearing so
t hat those of us in the northern half of the state
can nmore easily and directly share our input wth
you at this stage in the process.

As a | ead agency tasked with
devel oping a strategic vision for the production,

di stribution, consunption, and conservation of
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energy in the State of New Jersey, you have a
critical role to play in our future now, and that
of all of our children. So it's important that you
hear from as many and varied individuals and
organi zati ons as you can.

As the Executive Director of Climte
Mama, an organization with members in all fifty
states and over a hundred countries, |'m speaking
t oday on behal f of our nmembers here in New Jersey
and in our region. As parents and grandparents we
are deeply concerned about the slow and backward
response on climate policy and action that our
federal adm nistration is taking; and, also the
limted | eadership role that New Jersey has pl ayed.
We | ook to you, under the direction of Governor
Mur phy, to |lead and not to follow. Thi s means we
must do nmore than talk-the-talk, we nmust really
wal k-t he-wal k, because our planet is showing us in
so many ways that we're out of time.

| live in Bergen County, where | raise
my two children. One of them suffers from seasona
al l ergies and breathing difficulties brought upon,
and exacerbated in |arge part by our climte
crisis, and the energy policies and the pollution

| egacy that they've created together. From t he
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outset | want to recognize and acknow edge the
| egacy issues that you deal with from the previous
adm ni stration that choose to ignore, in |arge
part, the directives in the G obal Warm ng Response
Act of 2007, which were revolutionary to the state,
ambitious in its goals, and set as far and above as
| eaders on the climte action in our country.
Governor Murphy has called for a
bl ueprint for New Jersey to be a |leader in the 21st
Century energy econony. Well, we've had a
bl ueprint before, and we didn't follow it. You
have a direct role to play in ensuring that we
don't get stuck, that we move forward, and that we
t hi nk outside of the current box that we may find
ourselves in. Sadly, in this state, we nmove too
slowly and all owed ourselves to slide backwards,
not | earning what we she have from events |ike
Superstorm Sandy, the flooding and drought
conditions that happen on a nore regul ar basis.
And, you have before you a passed energy plan that
was built on pipelines and gas. We nust not all ow
ourselves to be stuck here. We can and we nmust
| ead with our unlimted off-shore wi nd
opportunities, and the comercial and residentia

roof tops, brown fields, and other areas we have to
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move farther and faster on sol ar energy.

As a reqgul atory body, your m ssion
statement includes the followi ng: To devel op and
regul ate a conpetitive economcally cost-effective
energy policy that promotes responsi ble growth and
cl ean renewabl e energy sources, while maintaining a
hi gh quality of Iife here in New Jersey. Wel |,
our high quality of life in New Jersey is already
directly threatened by the chall enges we face from
our climate crisis. Wth each passing extrene
weat her event, our future and now, and the energy
infrastructure we currently have in place, is
t hreatened. The system we have isn't worKking.
Cost-effective means not ignoring costs |ike health
care, food security, and damages. We nust
internalize these costs when pricing fossil fuel as
a source of energy. Gas and its infrastructure is
not a short-term fix. Not a way for it and not a
transition. It's a gang plank to a future that
wi Il wreak havoc with our health, our quality of
life, and our existence.

' mjoining others who have asked you
for a full moratorium at all fossil fuel
infrastructures and -- we |look to you and this 2019

Energy Master Plan to |lead on climte solutions,
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policies and actions. You need to be bold, to

t hi nk outside the proverbial box, to push the
envel ope of a regulatory body, and to really
oversee the tightening of our renewabl e energy
portfolio standards, making sure we devel op real
renewabl e ways to build out and secure our energy
t hrough wi nd and sol ar. You nmust al so work hard
to include rewards for energy conservation
measures, too.

When we as ratepayers are asked to set
aside fees for renewabl e energy support, this must
be clear and transparent. And, it must support
renewabl e energy options, prograns, and projects.
New Jersey nust not be allowed to divert these fees
for other measures, as our previous adm nistration
has al | owed. When private infrastructure
devel opment, |like the proposed Meadow ands gas
fired power plant reared their ugly head with no
energy benefits for New Jersey residents, only with
health and environmental degradation, you nust
bol dly say "no". When interstate pipelines that
carry fracked gas from Pennsyl vania and beyond are
proposed to pass through our state, we nmust stand
up and say we are not a pass through state. We

l'ive here. We are raising our children here. And
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we want

can be done to fight against our

and give our children a chance at

We nmust not be party to perpetuat

and actions that

and force an inpossible future on our

As a representative stakehol der

many ot hers who can't

are literally going to kill

New Jersey to be a shining exanple of what

climate crisis,

a livable future.
I ng past policies
us,
chil dren.

f or

be here today in person, |

pl edge to stay involved, active, and commtted to
our children and their future. What about you?
Our future and that of our children, and mne, is
in your hands. It really is. And that's not an
over statenent. And you have the power, and | ask
t hat you please use it w sely. Thank you.
MS. POWER: Next we have Ted 4 i ck.
And on deck is Kim Gaddy with Cl ean Water Acti on.
MR. GLI CK: Thank you for this
opportunity to speak to you. It is actually a very

good thing to be able to speak to you

a |legislature, a governor,

comm t ment

renewabl e energy in the State of

definitely am glad that |'m able

Il will say, however,

have until 2050 to make this shif

representing

who have made a

to shifting to one hundred percent

New Jersey. So, |
to speak to that.
t hat we don't

t. We just really
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don't. Any objective assessment of the state of
the climate crisis in the world as it impacts New
Jersey and the United States, shows that we are in
very serious trouble. So, | think the key thing in
terms of what needs to happen is to get moving now
on a whole series of things that involve both

maki ng it easier for solar energy to be put on
roofs and in driveways and back yards. And, for
ot her renewabl e energy sources to move forward.
Definitely off-shore w nd. It's good that the
Governor is taking some aggressive steps, it |ooks
l'i ke, on off-shore wind. There's tremendous

el ectrical capacity off of the coast. Not just in
New Jersey, but up and down from Massachusetts down
to North Carolina. Tremendous anount of
electricity that can be created if there's a
serious initiative to produce that. So, | do
commend t hat.

Just a word about nyself. | ' ve been
active primarily in Essex County for about fifteen
years working on this issue. Ri ght now the two
primary groups | work with are Rosel and Agai nst the
Compressor Station. W're just trying to prevent
t he expansion of something that shouldn't even be

there now, but it is. A conpressor station in
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Rosel and. There's a plan to -- a proposal to nore
t han double the size of that gas conpressor
station. That's one group |'m part of. Have been
for five years. And |I'm also on the steering
commttee of the group 350 New Jersey, which is
part of international organization, 350.org. That
is in, | believe, something |like seventy to eighty
countries. There's international work going on al
over on this issue.

| do want to second what Harri et
Shugarman said, that the Governor absolutely needs
-- and the legislature and entities |ike yourselves
who are about making this transition -- you have to
be serious about a moratorium on any new fossil
fuel infrastructure in the state. To me, that's
t he nunber one thing that needs to happen
yest erday. Because we're not going to get to a

hundred percent renewabl e energy probably by 2050,

much | ess earlier than that -- which is what we
have to do -- unless we stop digging the hole that
we're already in. When you approve new gas

pi pelines, when you approve new conpressor
stations, when you approve the expansion of
conpressor stations, when you approve all of this

type of infrastructure you're making things worse,
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not better. So, to us, that's a key first step.
And, we strongly urge you to support that, to do
everything you can to bring that about.

How much time do | have left, by the
way ?

MS. POWER: Six and a half m nutes.

MR. GLI CK: Okay. Thank you. | want
to talk just a little bit about the Rosel and
compressor project, which comes under the rubric of
t he gateway expansion project. The gateway
expansi on project is one of three fossil fuel gas,
natural gas, expansion projects that WIlliams --
t he conpany WIlliams, one of the major pipeline
conpanies in the country, they just happened to put
t hese proposals forward about six months after
Donald Trunp was el ected president. One of them
is this gateway expansion project. Another one is
t he northeast supply enhancenent. And the third
one Riverdale South to Market. They' ve got three
of them And, they're pushing very hard to
dramatically increase their capacity, to again,
essentially pass through -- as Ms. Shugarman said
-- pass through gas through the State of New
Jersey, because these projects are not primarily

for New Jersey. You can see that in particular
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with the Meadow ands gas plant, which is explicitly
all for New York City. It's not for New Jersey.
And, of course, we need to get off gas and fossil
fuels any way. But, it is ironic that that's what
WIlliams is doing, that's what M tsubishi is doing
in terms of the Meadow ands pl ant. They want to
use New Jersey as -- it's like basically all risk
and no reward for New Jersey, by and | arge.

Because with the pipelines, the conpressor

stations, the power plants, we get the dirty

pol luted air. We get the risks of explosions and
fires. And then the gas, the profits or course, go
to the companies that build the pipelines and the
gas conpani es, and the product goes el sewhere, by
and | arge. That doesn't seemto us to be sound
public policy for New Jersey. Definitely it's not
sound public policy when it comes to shifting away

from fossil fuels to renewabl es.

WIlliams -- getting back to the
gat eway expansion project -- has put forward a
proposal that is very dishonest. | woul d urge

you, all those in legislature, all those dealing
with these projects, to |look at them very closely.
This, | think, is an exanple of what we're facing

oftentimes with fossil fuel industry proposals and
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behavi or . There's right now a 27,500 horsepower
conpressor station that was built five years ago in
Rosel and. By the way, the mayor of Rosel and and

t he council of Roseland, are all against this plan
to expand this existing conpressor station, as is
county executive Joe DiRizzeno. It's a very
unpopul ar proposal anmong a | ot of people. So,
right now there's 27,500 horsepower conpressor.
About two years ago, W/l Iliams put in and got
approval to add an additional 2,500 horsepower to
what was then a 25,000 horsepower conpressor. And
they said that they needed this additional 2,500
horsepower to bring through 115,000 decatherns of
nat ural gas. Ckay. 2,500 horsepower for 115,000
decat hernms of gas. Well, the proposal that a | ot
of us are fighting right now, proposes an
addi ti onal 33,000 horsepower to push through 65, 000
decat herns. So, 2,500 additional horsepower for
115, 000 decat herms, and they're now saying they
need additional 33,000 horsepower for 65,000

decat her ns. It makes no sense. It's clear that
t he purpose of the expansion of this conpressor
station is to dramatically increase the amount of
natural gas, primarily fracked gas com ng from

Pennsyl vania, that Wlliams will be able to pass
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t hrough the State of New Jersey. It's also no
coi ncidence that the pipeline comng out of the
conmpressor station, com ng out of Rosel and, goes up
a ways, it goes through North Bergen very close to
the | ocation where that Meadow ands proposed power
pl ant woul d be built. So, it's very clear what is
the plan of WIIlians. They want to set thenselves
up to have this very powerful 60,500 horsepower
conpressor station that will be able to bring a
great deal of gas through central New Jersey, going
up further into the northern part of New Jersey,
for power plants, possibly for export overseas by
hooki ng up with other pipelines, other conpanies.
That's what we are certain is the plan. We don't
think they're telling the truth in their proposal.
And, we're hopping -- | mean, this has been called
to the attention of the federal Energy Regul atory
Comm ssion, which has a history of basically rubber
st ampi ng any gas pipeline proposals. It's also
been called to the attention of the New Jersey DEP.
It should be rejected on these grounds. This
proposal is a sham proposal.

And, there's a great deal more | can
say, but | see you're holding up the one-m nute

sign. Just let me go back to what | said at the
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begi nni ng. The most inportant thing you can do in
terms of steps is this noratorium on any new
approvals of fossil fuel infrastructure. And, in

fact, there's a decision com ng up soon on the

gat eway expansion project. That be a really good
pl ace to start. Anyt hing you can do to help
encourage that, | think would be very nmuch a good

way to start off this whole process that you're
under. Thank you.

MS. POWER: Kim Gaddy. And then
Jonat han Cl oud. Nancy Griffeth. Ber nadette
Maher .

MS. GRI FFETH: ' m Nancy Griffeth from
Uni tarian Universal Faith Action, the environnmental
justice task force. And, |'ve spoken at three of
t hese hearings already, so |I'mgoing to keep it
very brief.

Our main concern is that environnment al
justice communities who suffer from environment al
damage, and from the effects of climte change
first, should also be the first to get the benefits
of the programs that we put together in New Jersey.
And, that hasn't always been the case in the past.
| think it can be -- while we have the best of

intentions, we can do things that don't work well.
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And, |I'd just like to add, that |
support the public comments of our friends in the
environmental justice comunity. Thank you.

MS. POWER: Thank you. Ber nadette
Maher here? Lyle Rawlings, | see you have arrived.

MR. RAWLI NGS: Thank you. Hi, my name

is Lyle Rawl i ngs, president of the Md-Atlantic

Sol ar I ndustries Associ ation. | have some slides
to hand out. And since there are only four people
up here, "Il have some extras for folks in the

audi ence later if you want them

Hell o. And, again, for all of you up
here up front, God bless you for sitting through
all of these interm nable hearings. You have the
pati ence of Job.

' m going to be continuing testinmny
that | gave on Friday about infrastructure for a
renewabl e energy future. Of course there was
limted time then, so | wanted to get in a little
more into the detail of what it takes to get to a
hundred percent renewabl es.

It is an incredi ble goal, fantastic
goal, and one that we have to get to. But, a goal
has to be matched with a plan, and a plan requires

some detail . And, as | said, the inmportant thing
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is that renewabl e energy costs nore than fossi
fuel ed energy. That's the way the market val ues
it, of course, because the market does not val ue
the cost of climte change or regional pollution,
or other costs that are inmposed by fossil fuels.
So, that cost is going to be substantial on the
rat epayers of New Jersey. And, so, it's very
important to mnimze it. To create a plan that
provides an optimum cost to get fromhere to there.
And, at the same tinme, ensure reliability and
safety of the electric system This is not an
easy task.

Of course, as we know, New Jersey
doesn't have a | ot of hydro. It doesn't have a | ot
of bi omass. Those are renewabl e resources that
are steady in the case of hydro, or can be
controlled in the case of biomass. What do we
have? We have solar and wind. Those are
intermttent renewables. And, those pose sone
interesting technical chall enges.

The first slide in that deck that
handed out, shows one that we're already dealing
with now. And, that is the fact that solar energy
is all over New Jersey. One particular utility

territory, Atlantic City Electric, is already




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N RN N N NN R B R R R R R R R R
o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo 0o »d WwWN O

20

packed with solar energy to the point where they're
already closing a lot of circuits. And, this map

t hat shows the map of all Atlantic City territory,
it's roughly the bottom third of New Jersey. So
many circuits are closed that whole towns are

compl etely closed to any further solar devel opnent
al ready today. My own company, which is a solar
energy devel oper for |arge commercial projects, has
experienced over half of the proposed projects that
we have devel oped over the | ast year, has been

deni ed interconnecti on. Now, this is partly as a
result of antiquated standards that M d-Atlantic

SEI' A hel ped to wite all the way back in 2000 when

sol ar was brand new, and utilities had never
experienced solar on their grid. Now we' re way
past that. We are in a whole new paradigm One in

whi ch those standards really need no | onger apply.
For instance, it's forbidden that any
substation should have reverse flow of power in New
Jersey. Now, you can't get anywhere near fifty
percent renewables as the Clean Energy Act
requires, and have that restriction. I n
California, where they're a little bit further than
us in terms of penetration of renewabl es,

substations experience reverse flow all the time.
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And Germany, which is even further ahead, this is
comonpl ace. In fact, in Germany whol e states

within Germany, that are bigger than New Jersey,

whol e states will export solar power during sunny
afternoons. So, we have to get beyond anti quated
st andar ds.

It's al so not possible, for instance,
in the Atlantic grid, or other places, to utilize
t he advanced technology that's already built into
inverters that create the AC power from sol ar power
systens. This is a capability that's free,
because it's already built into these inverters.
And we cannot open up circuits by |everaging that
ki nd of asset that we have at our disposal. So,
this is an i medi ate possible way to help integrate
solar into the grid nmore cheaply, and get nore of
it.

But, that's the i medi ate needs. I
want to talk nore about the |ong-term measures that
we need to have. So, the next two slides |ist
nine areas where infrastructure is needed, or where
controls or other measures are needed, to get us
from where we are now to one hundred percent
renewabl es. The first thing is the generation m x

needs to be designed intelligently. You want
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ni nety percent solar and ten percent w nd, or

ni nety percent wind and ten percent sol ar. It's
not just a matter of which is cheaper. And,
they're both getting cheaper, by the way. The

| atest news out of Massachusetts is that they have
just run an auction for off-shore wind, and the
auction winner with a 800 megawatt project came in
at six and a half cents above the cost of whol esale
power. That's a fantastic result. And, as

technol ogy progresses, we can expect that our

results will be even better with the margin of
technol ogy. But, that doesn't mean that it should
be all wind and very little solar. And, it doesn't

mean it should be all solar and very little w nd.
You al so have to | ook at how do those two sources
conmbined to create reliable base | oad power. Now,
it just happens that solar power puts out most of
t he power right in the m ddle of the day. W nd
power, on the other hand, puts out nost of it in
the morning and the afternoon. This is a great
mat ch. But, you've got to study how much of each
wi Il produce the | owest cost and the nmost reliable
power .

The nunber two issue is geographic

m Xes. This is because it's an intermttent
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resource, the further you go to m x together the
different resources the nmore reliable the resource
becones. So, if you just have the solar from one
town, you're going to have a |ot of ups and downs
as clouds come across. But if you go with a
forty-mle radius when it's cloudy in one area, it
wi Il be sunny in another, and the average will even
t hi ngs out. So, eventually this country wil
understand that on a nuch broader scale, and we're
going to have an el ectronic super highway going
from Denver to New York. So, that when it's ten
o' clock in the morning here, it's eight o' clock in
the morning in Denver, so we'll be shipping solar
power west. But when it's six o'clock in the
evening here and it's five o'clock in Denver, so
we're getting dark but they still have plenty of
sun, they're going to be shooting that sanme power
back east. So, long distance transm ssion using
t he new high voltage VC technol ogy, that's

i mportant.

The third itemis |oad shaping or
demand managenment . If we're stuck with when the
solar and wi nd gets produced, we can deal with that
by shaping the | oad around the wind we have the

gener ation. So we can incent people through
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pricing and other methods, to use it when we have
the nost of it. That's an i nportant way to very
cheaply get us to a renewable grid. Two m nutes
left. | should have gone a little faster.

Well, the fourth one is very Kkey.
And, that is curtail ment of generators. It turns
out that everybody knows by now that we need
batteries to overcome this intermttency. But, it
turns out that's not the cheapest way to get over
the problem of intermttency. Recent studi es,
particularly the M nnesota pathway study -- two
slides in advance of the official study are
i ncluded as the |last two pages there -- it's
showi ng that it's actually cheaper to over build
t he amount of solar we have, and then curtail it i
the m ddl e of the day. So, you deliberately over
built solar, and then in the m ddle of the day you
chop off the head, the part where it's making the
most. And, over building -- because solar is

getting cheaper and cheaper -- over building and

n

then curtailing in the mddle of the day, turns out

to be cheaper than batteries.
Now, there's several others, and you
can | ook through this Iist of nine measures. But ,

vehicle to grid storage is another very inportant
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i ssue, because no matter how nmuch stationary
battery power we build, the rolling battery power
that we have in the form of vehicles will engulf
t he amount of stationary we have. Qur studies
show that if we convert a third of our vehicles to
battery power, we'll have about 183,000 megawatt
hours of capacity rolling around on the roads.
When that connects to the charger, we want to build
the infrastructure so that we can use that battery
power to stabilize the grid. "' m al most done.
Several other items can get you to the
opti mum poi nt. The point of all of this is this
requires conmprehensive study that incorporates
technical chall enges, the econom c chall enges, and
how to keep the grid stable and safe, altogether in
a detailed conprehensive study. That's what
M nnesota did, was a study by Clean Power Research.
Friends of MSEIA were prime authors of that study.
And, they found a particular mx of wind and sol ar,
but a hundred percent wind and solar all told, with
enough of this curtail ment by over building, would
produce about five and a half cent prem um over
ordinary fossil fuel power to get to a hundred
percent . They had a surprising finding that if

you just mx in five percent natural gas, that cost
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comes down from five and a half cents to three and
a half cents. But, again, with exactly the right
m x of all these nine measures.

So, if we're serious about getting to
a hundred percent, | believe that New Jersey has to
take a simlar conprehensive study keeping all of
t hose parameters in mnd. And, we can get to a
cheap hundred percent renewable future, too.
Thank you very much.

MS. POWER: Thank you. Mat t hew
Smth. And then we have Kevin Corcoran, followed
by Paul a Rogavi n.

MR. SM TH: Good eveni ng. My nane is
Matt hew Sm t h. I"ma Senior Organizer with Food
and Water Watch, here representing our nore than
40, 000 menbers and supporters here in New Jersey.

And, | want to start just by saying, |
think there's a bit of frustration on ny part in
the way that this meeting was scheduled. W did
ask for additional opportunities for public
conment s. But, to give a week's notice for
community menbers to schedule the tinme to take off
wor k, arrange for baby-sitters, do all the
necessary things that it takes to come to a

hearing, in my opinion isn't sufficient. ' m al so
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interested to find out how this meeting was noticed
publicly. | think it's imperative if we truly want
an energy plan that's representative of the ful
spectrum of interests and needs from New Jersey,

t hat we have nore participation. So, | would Ilike
to find out nmore about the process. And maybe
there can be some follow up about how this meeting
was noticed, and what outreach was done. And then
maybe there can be some input into that process
from community menmbers so that we can ensure better

partici pation for future hearings.

But, I will say that the substance --
on to the substance of ny coments. It's an
exciting tinme. | mean, those of us who have been

environmental advocacy, have been dealing with an
adm nistration that, quite frankly, has been
hostile to the idea of inproving our energy system
by transitioning to a 21st century energy grid
that's powered by clean renewabl e energy sources.
The myriad of benefits are, at this point, | think
evident, from public health to environnment, to
addressing climte change, to the econom cs and
energy i ndependence -- true energy independence

t hat can only be achieved through renewabl e energy.

So, it's an exciting time to be talking about an
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energy plan that is already working under the
supposition to achieve one hundred percent clean
energy by 2050.

| do want to echo a coll eagues’
comments and say that what the gl obal, scientific,
academ c, public policy community is telling us,
primarily the international panel on climte change
which is due to release a report on Monday, which
is tal king about this global challenge of how do we
keep tenperature increases below two degrees, and
in fact strive for tenperature increases no nore
than 1.5 degrees Celsius to avoid runaway
catastrophic climte change. And, then the
conclusions that we're deriving fromthat science
suggests that we need to reduce our em ssions from
fossil fuel combustion to zero by the year 2035, to
have a better than two-thirds chance of avoiding
t hose critical tipping points where there is no
turning back from

So, it's an exciting time. And, we
think there's also opportunity to do nore and
approach the brevity of this crisis with nore
certainty. There are sonme direct ways to
strengthen the existing energy plan that would

allow us to prevent construction of unneeded fossil
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fuel infrastructure, |ike the seven natural gas

pi peline projects that are currently proposed in
the state. These projects saddl e ratepayers with
unnecessary costs, both direct and indirect. And,
stand in the way of achieving one hundred percent
cl ean energy.

So, I will also echo ny coll eagues in
calling for -- we need a nmoratorium on new fossil
fuel projects. That has to be the starting point
of any plan to achieve one hundred percent
renewabl e energy. By continuing to rely on
natural gas that is now majority produced through
t he process of hydraulic fracturing, we know that
the lifecycle greenhouse gas inmpact from that
systemis very concerning. Met hane, which is the
primary conponent of fracked gas, in its raw state

is up to 85 times nore potent than carbon di oxide

as a greenhouse gas, when it's in its raw state and

in a twenty-year timeframe. What we see and what
we' ve seen is that the original estimates of

met hane | eakage throughout our energy system,
including at the production site, at the well
heads, at the processing stations through the

pi peline networks at the compressor stations, are

up to two to three times higher than what was
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originally estimated. So, at a time when we nmust
critically draw down our em ssions, we've been
investing in natural gas, which is actually pushing
us in the wrong direction because of this massive
| eakage of methane that occurs throughout the
system

We also need to, in this transition to
cl ean renewabl e energy, we cannot rely on false
solutions like cap and trade, carbon capture and
sequestration, or gas plants. Not only do these
sol utions not deliver the outcomes that we need,
but they also perpetuate pollution in communities
who have already dealt with a disproportionate
i mpact from our current energy system

So, when we | ook at achieving one
hundred percent clean energy, it is |less inportant
when we get to one hundred percent and nore
i mportant what we do in the next ten years. I f we
don't start to begin a dramatic draw down of
greenhouse gas em ssions in the next ten years, we
will have m ssed the wi ndow of opportunity. So,
we call upon the Board of Public Utilities to
i mpl ement benchmar ks that would get us to eighty
percent clean renewable energy by the year 2028,

and one hundred percent clean renewabl e energy by
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the year 2035. In addition, we should have
bi -annual nmonitoring and reporting on these
benchmark targets.

The other issue is that clean energy
shoul d actually be cl ean. In the current class of
renewabl e energy, Class | renewable energy included
dirty energy sources |ike methane fromlandfills,
bi omass facilities, Class Il includes trash
i ncineration. Many of the folks in this room are
intimately famliar with the devastation that these
dirty forms of energy have on our public health and
our environment. So, we nust actually define
cl ean renewabl e energy sources as solar and w nd,
as other coll eagues have brought today.

Di stributed solar policies should
focus on maxi m zing devel opment and access to
community sol ar. We appl aud the adm ssion for the
new pil ot program but we also believe it should be
stronger by actually using the pilot to make
community solar available to more communities at a
faster rate. We al so need to renpve caps on net
metering. Those are archaic, outdated, and do not
represent the goals and intentions of an Energy
Master Plan to get to a hundred percent renewable

energy. We need to change buil ding codes to
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require that new construction is fitted with
on-site and/or roof top solar panels. The
Governor's off-shore wind plan is the right step
for New Jersey's energy future, so we need nore
bold policy action Iike that.

As | mentioned, we definitely need to
reject market-based schemes. Allowing utilities to
purchase unbundl ed renewabl e energy credits creates
a system of offsets, whereby utilities sender the
energy into the grid and offset that by purchasing
meani ngl ess credits. Again, they create pollution
hot spots in environmental justice communities.

The state must only allow utilities to purchase
RECs from cl ean energy sources. And, the state
must ensure that RECs are bundled with the
electricity they actually represent. And, the
Energy Master Plan should not continue our reliance
on mar ket -based schemes |ike cap and trade, which
quite simply do not work.

Energy efficiency is a bridge fuel
t hat we should be scaling up i nmmediately. It can
reduce peak demand, and it can create good jobs in
| ocal communities. New Jersey should inplement an
energy efficiency portfolio standard that requires

utilities to scale up energy efficiency annually,
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as well as institute polices that significantly
increase energy efficiency in the state, energy
efficiency programs. And | want to also echo and
close with saying -- echo another coll eague and
close with saying that for too |ong comunities of
color, low-income conmunities, have been
di sproportionately burdened by the public health,
econom c, social, and environmental impacts from
our polluting energy infrastructure in Jersey. I
want to uplift and anplify the comunity members
who |live in Newark and organized with the
community, because for too long their voices and
their needs have been neglected within our state
energy policy. And, so, environmental justice must
be prioritized within the new Energy Master Pl an.

Thank you very much.

MS. POWER: Kevi n Corcor an. And t hen
Paul a Rogavin, and then Ana Bapti st a.

MR. CORCORAN: Good afternoon. \%Y,

name i s Kevin Corcoran. And, I'd like to speak to
you about the MPSE project. I"ma retired consumer
products conmpany executive. |"m presently a Board

menber of a community that is close to the
compressor station that the NESE, or northeast

supply enhancenent project, is planning to put it.
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' malso a menber of the South Brunswi ck task force
on the conpressor station. Now, for those who are
not aware of it, the northeast supply enhancement
project has two maj or aspects. One is a
conmpressor station, a very |large one, of 32,000
horsepower, that would be |ocated next to the Trap
Rock Quarry. The other major part of it is 23
mles of pipeline that will be trenched in Raritan
Bay to take gas to the Rockaways. Okay.

Obvi ously, Raritan Bay in the past has been

somet hing of a dead zone because of all the
pollution in the area. When you trench you're
going to be pulling all of that back up.

Now, my concerns are basically of two
natures in terms of this particular compressor
station. One in ternms of safety, and the
pi pelines that are downstream from the conpressor
station -- and again, it's a very powerful one --
are approximately fifty years ol d. OCkay. And,
there is concern about whether they could
potentially explode. There also are residenti al
communities quite close by. There's a 55 plus
community that's 800 yards away, the entrance of it
is 800 yards away from the conpressor station.

And, |'ve gone so far as to proceed to get the
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hazardous materials, pipeline hazardous materi al s.

And, they have a specific formula for the
cal cul ati on, what's known as a potential i
radi us. Ckay. Now, there are two pipes
pi peline; one is 42-inch in diameter, and
30. The 42-inch in diameter one have pote
i mpact in terms of an expl osion. Potenti a

of almost 300 yards in all directions. So

nmpact
in that

one is
nti al
| i mpact

, You're

speaki ng 300 yards towards that 800 yard away

entrance to a 55 plus community. Which is quite

concer ni ng.

Now, the second thing that got
involved -- again, |I'mnot an environnmenta
excuse me, environnmentalist by background,

built factories. But, what got ne basi cal

me
| --
but |

Iy

significantly involved is Franklin Township in that

particul ar area does not have the ability to fight

a major forest fire. WIlliams TransCo wo
basically shut off the gas from their cont
center in Houston, Texas, and then basi cal

the | ocal volunteer fire departments to pr

ul d
r ol
ly ask

oceed to

put out the fire. But again, Franklin Township

does not have the water pressure to fight
forest fire in that particul ar area. So,

under st andably, very concern. It's al so

a maj or

right
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next to a quarry that will continue blasting until
approxi mately 2040. And, there also is a Superfund
site right next store, which is the Higgins Farns
Superfund site. So, altogether, a bit of a recipe
for disaster.

| al so understand, | found out today,
that the DEP, the NJDEP, has cited them for
deficiencies in a recent letter stating that the
storm water run off fromthat site could
potentially cause flooding downstream  And,
downstream is a nunmber of residential communities.
Okay. So, quite a concerning situation from a
safety point of view.

In terms of an infrastructure point of
Vi ew. As | nmentioned, pipeline downstreamis
approximately fifty years ol d. Some of it is not,
but most of it is fifty years ol d. My experience
in building factories, you don't build a factory --
this is a one billion dollar project, by the way --
you do not build a factory unless you're | ooking
for an extended life, let's say forty years. | f
it does have a life of forty years, it's bunmping up
agai nst Governor Murphy's hundred percent renewabl e
by 2050 goal, because it would go in approximtely

2020, that's only a thirty-year use of life. And
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my understanding also is that they have a m ni num
guaranteed rate of return when they put in the
pi peline.

Now, the gas and so forth going
t hrough here is mainly for New York City. \hat
we're told by sonme of the engi neers when we first
had a discussion with them on the project -- don't
worry, for the first couple of years we're only
going to use thirty percent of the capacity. The
guestion is beyond the first couple of years, where
is the gas going? What is the use of the initial
capacity associated with it? Now, there was a New
York Times article approximtely two nmonths back in
which they cited the high cost of power in New
Engl and. And, what they al so spoke of was the fact
t here was cheap hydro-electric power available in
Canada that could be brought down to, let's say,
t he Boston area. However, Vernmont and New
Hanpshire opposed the transm ssion lines to bring
the electricity down. Coupl e that with what you
got in New York State with New York State bl ocking
the constitution pipeline, for exanple. And, that
makes New Jersey the pipeline state, to basically
get gas from Pennsylvania up into New Engl and.

What | would encourage you to do is
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not allow it, basically, New Jersey to become a

pi peline state. | guarantee you the pipeline
conpani es have a master plan. | ' ve actually gone
on the internet and seen that WIIliam TransCo was

contempl ating a particular project that they filed

for two years ago, back in 2010. | actually have
a copy of a presentation on that. So, what |
woul d encourage you to do -- | think it's

commendabl e that you're proceeding to try and
devel op a Master Plan for energy for New Jersey --
| would use your Master Plan to challenge their
infrastructure projects. Do you or did you not
want to go the way that they want us to go.
They're feeding us projects a little at a time.
Rosel and, as Ted G ick spoke about, the conpressor
station 206, which is now in South Brunsw ck and

Franklin. They're giving projects one at a tine to

get easy approval . But, they have a master plan.
Pl ease oppose it and challenge it. Thank you.
MS. POWER: Paul a Rogavi n. Ana

Baptista. And, Nicky Sheats.

MS. ROGAVI N: Thank you very much for
hol ding this hearing. l'"mwith a group called The
Coalition to Band Unsafe O Trains. And, |I live a

coupl e of blocks fromthe trains that carry bakken




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N RN N N NN R B R R R R R R R R
o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo 0o »d WwWN O

39

crude oil, and now tar sands crude oil through New
Jersey, through Bergen County, through Hudson,

t hrough Jersey City, though Newark, and down to the
refineries. |'m also a nother, a grandnother, and
l"ma retired elementary school teacher. And, |
just retired after 44 years. And the reason |I'm
saying that is that this hearing should be at

ni ght . This is the first time | could ever go to
a hearing, because I'musually teaching. And, so
many ot her people are working during the day. So

t here should be sonme daytime hearings, and there
shoul d be some in the evening.

"' m going to speak of what |1'm going
to say is the relationship to children, because
they are the future. One; the New Jersey Master
Pl an shoul d address the current dangers of fossil
fuel, besides the inmpact on climte change. We're
concerned about the current transport of bakken
crude oil and tar sands crude oil by trains or
pi pelines on rail. They run through the heart of
New Jersey and they put us in serious danger.

This crude oil explodes at a very, very |ow
tenperature. And when it explodes, it's |likes a
bonb. They're called bomb trains. And a train

carrying bakken crude oil derailed and exploded in
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Lamarca Quebec, and 47 people were vapori zed,
| eaving 16 children orphans.

These trains are currently passing
school s and homes and pl aygrounds, downtown areas.
They spew their diesel engines spew the diesel
exhaust, which is really, really, really dangerous
for children and anyone with any kind of a |lung
problem They use sub-standard tank cars. And

our federal government unfortunately is not giving

them a |l onger time to transition to the safer -- if
there's anything safe -- the safer DOT 117 tank
cars. There are a | ot of federal issues that

we're facing, and in our Master Plan for New Jersey
we have to deal with the reality that the federa
government is rolling back safety standards, rai

saf ety standards. And, probably standards from the
pi pelines and so on. So we have to, in New
Jersey, find ways through our O Tank Safety Act

-- which we're trying to get passed, which Christie
vetoed and is now working its way through the

| egi sl ature. Again, we need safety regul ations, an
i ncreased nunber of safety regulations to conbat
with what the federal government is doing with the
roll backs.

The Governor -- and we're so happy
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when the Governor made the commtment to transition
to a hundred percent renewabl e energy. But the
Meadowl ands power plant, which is closer to where |
live in Teaneck, that power plant is the opposite
of any kind of thought to transition to renewabl e
energy. You don't put in a power plant that uses
gas, and it also will be using oil. And there wil

be truck | oads of oil brought into that power

pl ant . Why would we build, why would we commt to
giving permts for a power plant -- which somebody
mentioned before -- is outdated. lt's not moving
us toward renewabl e energy. It will produce

energy for New York City, and pollution for New
Jersey and New York City.

One of the aspects of this power
pl ant, the proposed Meadow ands power plant, is

this issue of ozone, which really has a big inpact

on children, on their lungs -- on everyone, on our
l ungs. And, when we met with the DEP a nmonth ago
in Trenton they said, well, they're a little over

in the allowed amount of ozone to be produced by
this Meadow ands power pl ant. But, they can get
credit. They can buy credit from any power plant,
old power plants that shut down. And, | had

troubl e understandi ng this. And | taught first
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grade, kindergarten, and | don't get this thing
about credits. | really don't. We can buy credit
for the power plants that shut down, the coal power
pl ants that shut down, but we get the pollution
anyway. We get the ozone in our |lungs.

So, our Master Plan should not allow

t he purchase, the sail of credits. It's fake.
It's phony. And, it doesn't address the issue of
pol | uti on. It's for the money- makers, perhaps.

This power plant would use natural gas, but that's
not natural gas. It's not natural. Be brought
in by pipelines susceptible to | eaking. It's
fracked. It's the oil that they would bring in is
fracked. If we brought it by diesel trucks 24/7,
di esel trucks, and diesel -- |I'm sure you know --
has particulate matter that's very, very, very
danger ous. It makes no sense financially or for
the future, for our children, our grandchildren,
our earth, to allow even one, even one fossil fuel
i nvest ment approval, for even one.

An interesting thing is that
M t subi shi Di amond Generating Corporation, that
wants to build the Meadow ands project, you know
t hey have a whol e solar component to their

portfolio. Why they're proposing this one is
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somet hi ng we have to find out, as we're fighting
agai nst the proposal. It's an insult to the
peopl e of New Jersey that there were already
permts fromthe state DEP for the Meadow ands

proj ect. It's an insult to us. And, it's counter
to any kind of plan to transition us to renewabl e
energy.

So, we nmust transition to renewabl e
ener gy sources. There's that expression, beat
swords into plow shares and turning, allocate
resources for peace, for peace instead of war.

Well, in our situation we want to reallocate funds
for supporting the fossil fuel industry, to the
production research and production of renewabl e
sources. We need to, and part of the plan should
i nvol ve community coll eges, four -year colleges and
universities in this effort in the research to find
more ways for use -- nore ways we can use and bring
about renewabl e energy.

You know, New Jersey is the garden
state. And we should really make it the garden
state. We should remove the eyesores. So, we
have to transition rapidly to renewabl e energy, but
this plan, there should be a moratorium on the use

of any kind of fossil fuel projects; but,
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| egislation to remove the remants of the old
fossil fuel generation. The refineries, the |arge
t anks al ong Route 95, the compressor stations and
pi pelines. We've got to get rid of them That
has to be witten into the plan. And we can

per haps some of those eyesores which will never,
because they're so polluted, maybe we can turn them
into solar farms and into wind farnms, and turn
something that's really hideous and horrible and
out of date, into something to make our state clean
and green.

The Master Plan should have an outline
of all the sites that were fossil fuel, and how it
can transition them to renewabl e energy. Al so, |
would like to see that we decentralize the power
grid so that communities can work -- and many are
wor ki ng very hard to transition thenselves to
renewabl e energy. And, so, | think we need the
state and the federal government to help towns and
cities to take those initiatives to transition.

MS. POWER: | was rem ss in thanking
and wel com ng ny coll eagues of the BPU. Just want
to introduce yourselves briefly? Who are all
al so, working actively on the Master Pl an.

MR. HORNSBY: M ke Hornsby at the
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Office of Policy and pl anning.

MR. SHEEHAN: Good eveni ng. My name
is Ken Sheehan, | am the Director of the Division
of Cl ean Energy.

MS. SADOVY: Hel | o. I"m Christine
Sadovy, Director of Operations.

MS. POVWER: Ana Bapti st a. Ni cky
Sheats, and then Maria Lopez.

MS. BAPTI STA: Good eveni ng. I
appreciate the opportunity to coment on the EMTI,
t he Energy Master Pl an. My name is Ana Bapti st a.
' m a professor at the New School, and also a
menber of the New Jersey Alliance, Justice
Al'l'iance, as well as on the Board of the Ironbound
Communi ty Corporation, which is a |ocal
organi zation here in Newark.

| want to echo the concerns of all ny
coll eagues in the room here who echoed concerns
about the meetings. There were several neetings,
four meetings in Mercer County in the mddle of the
day. And nmy coll eague and I, Nicky Sheats, are
part of this Executive Order 23 regarding
environmental justice steering commttee, and |
t hought isn't it ironic that the Governor has

signed an Executive Order on environmental justice,




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N RN N N NN R B R R R R R R R R
o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo 0o »d WwWN O

46

and yet one of the nmost inportant pieces of policy

bei ng constructed are hosting meetings in the

m ddl e of the day without little input fromthe
environmental justice conmmunities. l"m glad you're
having this meeting, but | also want to encourage

you to think about how much nmore you can do to
really reach out to the folks that couldn't be here
t oni ght because of the short notice, and al so for
the timng of the event, the accessibility of the
event .

And, | do want to rem nd all of you
about the comm tnment that Governor Murphy has made
under the Executive Order 23 to environnmental
justice and integrating that into all of the
state's plans and priorities.

| want to start by making a few
comments and recommendati ons on the EMP effort.
First and foremost, we are here in Newark, which is
the home to an extensive amount of energy
infrastructure, fossil fuel energy infrastructure.
And that energy infrastructure disproportionately
i mpacts comunities of color and | ow-incone
communities, which we refer to often as
environmental justice communities. So, | want to

ensure that the next EMP really takes into
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consi deration an effort to mtigate
di sproportionate em ssions that already exist in
t hose places where fossil fuel energy
infrastructures are already | ocated, and
overburdening EJ comunities. Things |like a
moratorium on future fossil fuel infrastructure
shoul d be considered and should be put into place,
because Newark is a testinony to the harnfu
effects of the fossil fuel industry, particularly
when they're concentrated in densely popul ated
areas of the state.

We are honme to the Newark Energy
Center, a 655 megawatt power plant. The Newark Bay
CoGen. The PSE&G Peaker Station. So, we're
al ready overburdened by nultiple accumul ative
di sproportionate em ssions in this community. And
the cruel irony of this burden is that the
resi dents of Newark, and the surrounding areas,
represent relatively the |east consunptive parts of
our society. They're the mpst energy insecure
menbers of our society, and yet they bear the brunt
of our energy infrastructure. So, you should
ensure that the EMP, in its next iteration, makes
significant investments in environmental justice

communities to reduce existing em ssions fromthese
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i ndustries, and also to reduce energy burdens in
t hese comunities. You shoul d be | ooking at how
you can both build the wealth of LM communities
t hrough your investments.

Currently, efforts |like the SBC, the
soci etal Benefit charge, nuclear subsidies, these
are regressive taxes on the nost i npacted
communities. They pay disproportionately into
these funds relative to their incomes, and relative
to the benefits that they reap from these
i ncentives. Most of the funding that they pay
into the system goes to higher income individuals
who are accessing high capital cost investnents,

li ke solar PV on their homes. Very few of our
residents ever see the benefits of renewabl e energy
and solar projects in this community. So, | want
to encourage you to think about what are the real
incentives that you can build into the EMP that

wi Il ensure that our communities reap those
benefits.

And, we have sonme suggestions about
t he exact investnents. | know in the past there
have been efforts to reach LM comunities through
speci fic prograns. But, we believe that you need

to make a mandate to devote at | east 33 percent of
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clean energy funds to EJ comunities, and to set
aside up to forty percent for things |ike community
solar for |ow and noderate-income customers. e
shoul d think about using factors or multipliers

t hat would incentivize projects that serve

| ow-i ncome customers, particularly those in public
housing or low-income service organizations.

The EMP should include opportunities
for community based energy planning. A lot of the
reasons why the existing programs don't reach LM
communities is because they don't really understand
the need and the correct incentive levels that wil
reach those conmmunities. We need bottom up
assessnments of the energy needs in comunities.

I's solar the only thing our comunities need? No.
A |l ot of our energy needs in LM comunities cone
from heati ng. You know, old appliances, poor

insul ation. These are things that are

m sunder st ood or not well understood in our
communities. There has not been a significant
assessnent of energy needs. Ot her comunities and
ot her parts of the country have undertaken
community based energy assessnent planning. And we
recommend that that be part of your plan, so we can

better understand the needs of these househol ds.
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| want to encourage that we try to
reduce energy consunption and make these incentives
avai |l able to I ow-income househol ds, because
programs |like LIHE don't really get at the energy
consumption of these honmes. They don't really
build the wealth and bring savings into the
househol d. They play an inmportant role and
subsi di ze energy bills, but they don't really help
address the energy insecurity of these hones. I
want to really enphasis that the EMP should
elimnate the inclusion in the state's energy
portfolio or further incentives to Class |1
renewabl es |i ke garbage incineration, biomass,
nucl ear. And, garbage incineration is of
particul ar concern to us because we understand that
this industry continues to try to be included in
new and different ways, and not just as Class II
renewabl es, but find other ways to be subsidized as
ways to energy. What they are is a waste of
energy. Gar bage incinerators, |like the facility
t hat Covanta runs here in Newark, New Jersey emts
hundreds of pounds annually of criteria air
pol lutants as well as HAPs, hazardous air
pol lutants, in an already overburdened conmmunity.

When they receive Class Il renewabl e energy
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credits, what you're essentially doing is

i ncentivizing the burning of garbage. And, you'r
taki ng away incentives to divert waste fromthe
system They want to burn nmore to make nore
money. And if we can stop subsidizing them as a
renewabl e energy, which they're not, that would
hel p us also meet our waste managenent goals.

"1l just mention that per unit of energy produce
both in terms of greenhouse gases and air toxins
i ke mercury and carbon nonoxi de, garbage

i ncinerators produce nore per kilowatt hour in
terms of em ssions than coal plants. So they're
not cl ean.

EMP should reinsure that renewabl e

energy and energy efficiency investnents |ike sol
installations include opportunities for |ocal

enpl oyment, community ownership, distributed
generation and storage, and energy independence.
We don't want to just see solars on sticks. W
don't just want to see solar on individual

m ddl e-i ncome househol ds. We want to see energy

and sol ar installations and wind installations go

into the hands of residents who are tenants, who

are renters, who pool their resources and can own a

pi ece of that solar future. So, we really want

e

d1

ar

to
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encourage community ownership of renewabl e energy.

Finally, | just want to say a little
bit about the transparency of this process, and of
your future goals for the EMP. As a researcher
and | ooking at different state's investnments in
renewabl e energy and urban energy efficiency, it's
very difficult to track where these investments are
goi ng. So, | want to encourage increased
transparency of this next EMP so that we know where
the funding is going, and in what communities are
benefiting from your investnments.

And, lastly, we know that you're
meeting individually and with different
sector-specific stakehol ders. | really, really
want to encourage you to reach out to organi zations
that are here in this room tonight, and others
around the state, who represent environnment al
justice comunities, to have individual meetings
with those sectors. They have inmportant insight
and input into this plan. And, | encourage you to
engage with them early and often throughout this
process, and not just in this venue. So, | hope
you take that opportunity to neet with us and al
of these folks here, to |earn nmore about this

i mportant work that we're doing here in Newark and
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ot her places in the state on energy efficiency an
renewabl e energy. So, thank you for the
opportunity to conmment.

MS. POWER: Next, Nicky Sheats. And
then we have Maria Lopez-Nunez. And, Reverend
Tuf f.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Maria Lopez-Nunez
is not here.

MS. POWER: Ckay.

MR. SHEATS: Hi . Good afternoon.

Thank you for the opportunity to conment again.

So, | work at Thomas Edi son State University wher
| run a small policy center called -- my nane is
Ni cky Sheats, by the way -- | run a small policy

center called the Center for Urban Environment,
it's a part of the policy institute called the

WAt son Institute of Public Policy, it's at Thomas

Edi son State University in Trenton. And, |I'm als
a member of -- that Professor Baptista testified
before nme -- a nmember of the New Jersey EJ
Al'l'i ance.

And, 1'll say a little bit about the

Al'l'iance. W're the only statew de organization
New Jersey that focuses on EJ issues. And we're

the only -- and although we are well -integrated,

d

e

o

in

we
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are also the only statew de organization in Jersey
t hat focuses on, that addresses environnment al
issues, which is a majority of color in both
member shi p and | eader shi p. We're a small

organi zati on, but we've been become national

| eaders in devel oping public policy froman EJ
perspective.

And, we fear that when it comes to
energy policy and climte change policy, that if
they're devel oped in a business-as-usual manner,
they're going to perpetuate or exacerbate the
current inequalities that exist in our country
based on race and incone. And, in order to avoid
that, we have to integrate environmental justice
equity into energy policy up front. So, what that
means is that don't figure out how you're going to
produce the energy and inplement that, if you put
the infrastructure in and produce the energy and
make sure it's reliable, and then say we're going
to get to environnmental justice and equity | ater.
No. It should be done at the same tine.

We filed coments in 2008, we filed
comments in 2011. We reiterated in the short
letter, we reiterated those comments in 2016 and

"17, and in all of those comments we called for a
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coherent, so, one way to inmplement equity or
integrate equity into the policy. W've been
calling for years for a coherent urban energy

strategy that addresses environmental justice

I ssues. So, we're going to call for that again
tonight. And, I'lIl talk about some of the
components. And, |'m going to echo Professor

Baptista in several of the things she said --
doesn't hurt to hear it twice -- and, we'll submt
themin our witten coments, al so.

So, here are some of the conmponents

t hat should be in a coherent urban energy strategy

for New Jersey. Prof essor Baptista nmentioned
this, but et me mention this first. Siting
I ssues. There is evidence that comes from the New

Jersey Departnment of Environmental Protection --
and we'll cite that in our comments -- that shows
that in New Jersey there's a disproportionate
amount of pollution in EJ neighborhoods. And t hey
actually have graphs, and they did a report and

t hey have the graphs. And, you see that as the
nunber of people of color live in a community in
New Jersey goes up, so does the pollution, or the
estimate of the pollution. And it's sane thing for

people living in poverty. But remenber, the poor
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people who live in the neighborhood in New Jersey

i ncreases, so does the amount of pollution.

think we all agree that this is unacceptable. And
we need to use the Energy Master Plan to break up
what we call this unholy relationship between race,
class, and col | usion. But again, we don't want

t he Energy Master Plan to perpetuate or exacerbated
it, we want it to be used to reduce this.

So, siting issues. There shoul d be
no polluting energy infrastructure sited -- no nore
new energy infrastructure sited, polluting energy
infrastructure sited in communities of color and
| ow-i ncome comunities and over burdened
communities. And, where possible, energy
efficiency renewabl e energy should be used to
reduce the disproportionate anount of pollution in
t hese nei ghbor hoods. Now, we know that energy
efficiency usually reduces energy comng fromthe
grid, so it's not place specific. But, we need to
come up with new ideas and any way the energy
efficiency or renewabl e energy can be used to nake
pl ace-specific em ssion reductions. That's what we
shoul d do. And, the pollution we want to reduce
-- | mean, everybody tal ks about climte change,

reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions -- but, we also
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really want to use climte change policy to reduce
the | ocal pollution along with the greenhouse
gases. Because that's what's killing people in
our communities now. So, we want to get that
pollution as well as greenhouse gas pollution.

And, we do actually have a recommendation. We
oppose RGGI, but we're not able -- it doesn't | ook
like we're going to be able to stop the state from
goi ng in. But, we made a proposal that would
mandate a reduction in plants |located in EJ

communi ties under RGGI. So, the Energy Master Pl an
could be a conplinent to that, and also help reduce

em ssions in EJ communities.

So, | talked some about renewabl e
energy and energy efficiency. Let's talk a little
bit nmpore about that. ' m going to echo what

Prof essor Baptista said, and say that we shoul d put
aside at |east 33 percent of the funds in the clean
energy fund to address the energy needs, or make

sure -- address the energy needs of EJ conmunities,

and make sure that energy efficiency and renewabl e

energy are accessible in EJ communities. When |
say EJ communities, | mean communities of color and
| ow-i ncome comunities. And solar, in our

community solar comments, | think we suggested that
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at |l east 24 percent of customers that should set
asi de, at |east 24 percent of customers in
community sol ar should be |ow and m ddl e-i ncome,
and at | east 10.4 percent of those should be

| ow-1 ncone. That's the rate of poverty in New
Jersey. And, we think that that is also true for
energy efficiency progranms, and all new renewabl e
energy programs, and that should be before. So, |
haven't read the conmmunity solar regul ati ons yet,

but if it's higher than that we're happy about

t hat .

Community energy planning. Let me
say a few nore words about that. Pr of essor
Baptista tal ked some about that. We want to make

sure that renewabl e energy projects and energy
efficiency is planned on the comunity |evel and
have community folks involved in the plan. Now

t hat usually doesn't happen. But we want to make
sure community residents, EJ groups, and community
groups are involved in energy planning, so that

| ocal residents in EJ communities are not just
consumers of energy, but they al so make deci sions
t hat affect how the energy is produced in their
community. Al ong with that idea, we want to

i ntroduce the idea of conmmunity energy utility that
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woul d gat her capital and then use that capital to
invest in energy efficiency, renewable energy,
specifically in environmental justice communities.

| want to say both of these ideas originated from
the Center of Urban Democracy in M nneapolis who in
their staff of energy experts on -- well, they're
experts on environmental justice and energy.

So, let me close by saying, echoing
again somet hing Professor Baptista said. One thing
that we think community energy planning would yield
or help in, is maxim zing the co-benefits to EJ
communi ties of energy production. So, again, we
don't want EJ communities just to be consumers of
energy, we want them to make deci sions about the
ener gy production in their neighborhoods. We want
to make sure that they have opportunity to own, we
want to pronmote ownership of renewable energy in EJ
communities. That's one way of using energy
production to improve the economc condition of EJ
nei ghbor hoods. But not only ownership, but we
want to make sure that residents in EJ communities
have access to jobs produced by energy production.
Entrepreneurship opportunities. And, basically, we
want to make urban areas center of energy

i nnovation and research and educati on. We al so
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want to link the energy production systemto the
public schools in the inner cities. And, | don't
know how many of you heard nme say this in the
community solar comments, but 1'lIl say it again.
One of our visions is that the urban areas in New
Jersey will not only be known for producing sports
stars, and we are proud of the sports starts, but
we al so want our urban areas to be known for
produci ng energy experts. And, for New Jersey to
be known for producing energy experts from
environmental justice comunities.

"1l end by saying, also, with clean
energy we do want clean energy defined as w nd,
solar -- and, as Professor Baptista says, we oppose
incineration, and we don't think nuclear should be
classified as clean energy either. W think that
wi Il not only help everybody, but in particular we
think that would help EJ comunities. And, we
really would like to nmeet with you, New Jersey EJ
Al'li ance, and some other EJ groups, maybe Ironbound
Communi ty Corporation. And, we can talk about sone
of the ideas that we presented, because even though
they're here, we want to be partners with you in
i mpl ementing these ideas. Thank you.

MS. POWER: Ni cky, I'Il reach out to
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you so we can set up sonething up.

MR. SHEATS: Okay. Thank you. That
woul d be great.

MS. POVER: Reverend Tuff. Ki m Gaddy
from Cl ean Water Action are you here now?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes.

MS. POWER: Jeff Tittel will be next.
| don't see him here. | mel da Fol ey. Sally
Gellert.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes.

MS. POWER: Melissa M es.

MS. GADDY: Good eveni ng. And
apol ogi ze for being late, but |I'm one of those
residents that has to pick up their child from

school, and then come here to this neeting.

But, my name is Kim Gaddy. ' m a
fourth generation NewarKker. " m the environnmenta
justice organizer for Clean Water Action. In the

State of New Jersey we have 125,000 nenbers.
Nati onwi de we have 1.5 mllion.

And, so, as | proceed, | just want you
all to have a paradigm shift in the way you think
about energy for a few nonments. So, as you | ook
at this Energy Master Plan, | think you need to

| ook at -- well, | know you need to |l ook at it
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t hrough a I ens of environmental justice and energy
denmocr acy. Energy denocracy enables a community to
have ownership and control of the resources, with
shared responsibilities and deci sion-maki ng
authority that involves all stakeholders. And
resilience of our nation's communities, as well.
Energy democracy must be issued and tal ked about
froma critical framework. Addressing the econom c
and racial inequalities that exist in the State of
New Jersey. Energy denmocracy seeks to refrain
energy from being a commodity that is commercially
expl oited, and instead appreciated and respected in
our ecosystem Energy denmocracy sees renewabl e
energy resources as enabling a new alternative
econony. A regenerative rather than an extracted
econonmy, one that builds our econom c strengths and
resilience.

The new economy nmodel is characterized
by community-based devel opment. Not exploitative
forms of production, socialized capital.

Ecol ogi cal use of natural resources and sustainable
econom c rel ationships. By contrast when you | ook
at our current econony, it's built on the fossil
fuel energy. It has achieved vast increases in

| abor productivity by exploiting our natural
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resources and human | abor, to accunul ate capit al
and create huge corporate enpires.

Now, | want to focus on nmy comunity
and where | conme from And, 1'll look at it from
the | ens of transportation. As a south ward
resident in the City of Newark, | live seven
m nutes fromthe port and the airport. On a daily
basis 14,000 trucks travel through our port.

3,500 to 4,000 of those trucks stay on our | ocal
roads. These trucks that travel through our
community are emtting pollution. ' m a parent of
three -- that's nmy youngest, ny fourteen year old
up there. And, | have three children, all three of
them are asthmati c. And that's because,
unfortunately, we are disproportionately polluted
upon because of the zip code we reside in and the
col or of our skin. And, so, when you think about
that, there is an imbalance and an injustice from
the transportation side. So, you have to | ook at
the transportation from an EJ perspective.

The New Jersey ports and the | ogistics
i ndustry, the goods movement, nust establish zero
em ssion zones, ZEZ, both within the port and
outside, in the neighborhood and within the

war ehouses and/ or other destinations. El ectric
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equi pment vehicles and trucks should only be

all owed to operate within these ZEZ zones.

El ectric power hookups must be established within
the port, and the these ZEZ destinations should

all ow for power recharging and | oadi ng bays, as
well as rest areas for the truck drivers. Also,
you have to | ook at automatic shut offs should be
required within all of the trucks and the | ogistics
i ndustry.

When you tal k about funding, we know
t hat the Vol kswagon settl ements funding, CMAC,
DERA, and private nonies fromthese term na
operators, should be used to fund these ZEZ zones.
The use of the Vol kswagon settl ement dollars should
be prioritized in our EJ communities where climte
and di esel vehicle em ssions are the greatest and
most i npact ful . These funds should help amplify
support, and conmpl ement stronger provisions of the
updat ed EMP.

Now, as we nove towards zero-em sSSion
vehicles, that should include our public nodes of
transportation, our ride shares, our public fleets,
as well as our personal vehicles. That's critical
to addressing climte change and gl obal warmng in

the State of New Jersey, nmore inportantly in the EJ
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nei ghbor hoods first. We experience the heat allen
effect, typically, it's ten degrees hotter in ny
nei ghbor hood than if you go up to Livingston or
Sout h Or ange. The reduction of diesel soot, the
bl ack carbon in the transportation sector will keep
t enmperatures down much faster and cheaper than CO2
reduction efforts. The mass transportation --
well, mass transit offers options for reducing
greenhouse gases, their co-pollutants, the heavy
metals, the ozone precursors NOx and SOx and
correspondi ng health arms, but not if the buses and
vans are run on dirty diesel engines.

We have some -- | mean, the technol ogy
exists that we should not be having 2011 and 2000
buses riding through ny neighborhood in the City of
Newar k and any of the other urban corridors.
Drivers, riders, and wal kers are all exposed to
di esel particulate PM2.5 and ultra fines causing
hi gh incidents of asthma, cancer, strokes, and
premat ure deaths and rel ated healthcare costs.

As | mentioned earlier, transportation
is an environmental justice issue that affects
community of color and | ow-income people, both in
terms of access to mass transit as in proximty

mode of getting to worKk. And, as well as,
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concentrated goods movenments, activity, in and
around our ports. And, so, | am hoping that as
you review and hear from all of the other
st akehol ders com ng here today, that you keep in
mnd that it is about changing the |lens you | ook
t hrough to include the EJ communities, those front
line communities that are hit the hardest. And, as
wel |l as energy denocracy, understanding that we
have to have control of what happens in our
nei ghbor hood. We have to have a voice, and we must
have a seat at the table. And, as so many people
have articulated, |1'"mon that commtted with Dr
Ana Baptista and Dr. Nicky Sheats for the Executive
Order 23.

And, it is problematic to call
meetings at four o'clock, when you have children
t hat get out of school at three o' clock or 3:30.
Right? | couldn't even go home and cook di nner for
my child. So, if you begin to have a paradigm
shift in how you think and you discuss what is real
community engagenment, you woul d understand that a
meeting at four o'clock is not community
engagenent. And, is actually excluding the voices
t hat shoul d be here. So, I'"lIl leave you with

t hat . Have a good day.
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MS. POWER: Sally Gellert. Fol | owed
by Bernadette Maher.

MS. GELLERT: Good afternoon. [*'m
Sally Gellert, speaking first on behalf of
Unitarian Universal Faith Action of New Jersey, and
| ater on on behalf of the Lackawanna Coaliti on.
|'d like to thank both groups for letting me speak.

The UU Faith Action of New Jersey,
comment stakehol ders on transportations, which is
about 41 percent of the energy consunmed here in New
Jersey. Our conmments based on Unitarian
principals, including respect for the
i nter-dependent of all existence, and the worth and
dignity of every human-being.

Today we focus primarily on two of the
guesti ons about transportation; our ports and
i mproving the variety and reliability of various
types of mass transit. Frankly, 1 couldn't say
much better than Ms. Gaddy said about the ports
situation. That's the |argest piece of conmpl ex
| ogi stics industry, including a growi ng nunmber of
war ehouses and distribution centers, light industry
manuf acturing, service -- industries. The
wi despread use of 20 to 50-foot |ong containers

have fostered an industry based on both independent
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contractors to all those containers from port to
destination in the greater metropolitan area.
These individuals often cannot afford the newer
engi nes that would cut down on air pollution, yet
corporations don't want to pay for the upgrades.
Port Authority and/or the state government needs to
ensure that these conversions to electric vehicles
t ake place, or to even just low -- for bio-fuels
and therefore wi thout bankrupting the drivers.
From an energy conservation
perspective, when these truck drivers are forced to
idle their engines while waiting for directions
they're wasting fuel, creating air pollution, and
not getting -- when these engines are idling for
more than three m nutes, they're actually breaking
the law, and into the dangers of asthma and
respiratory illness the EJ conmmunities surroundi ng
t he port areas. UUFA t oday supports efforts to
i mprove the air quality, safety, and security, as
well as the working conditions pro-workers could
support before conmmerce. These goals can be
reached concurrently if the Port Authority
controlled with the operation issues, rather than
simply del egating operations to a for-profit

cor poration.
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Regardi ng potential strategies for NJ
Transit from energy commtment to clean
transportation, we suggest encouraging use of
public transportation by better marketing and focus

on reliability, which of course is a major issue

ri ght now. It's particularly inmportant to work on
first and last mle solutions. People are rarely
willing to walk nmore than a quarter of a mle or a

half mle post to get to a bus or a train. Create
subscri ption-based shuttles and on-demand call or
ride services electric to train stations to |ocal
pi ck-up points.

"1l transition here to my role as
communi cations director for the Lackawanna
Coal i tion. Both groups will be submtting slightly
| onger written testinmony. The Lackawanna
Coalition advocates on behalf of New Jersey Transit
riders and their comunities, and has done so since
1979. We got our start in MIlburn on the Morris
and Essex rail line, which was originally
electrified by Thomas Edi son hinmself. Mor e
Transit use is an essential part of the solution to
the current environmental problems. W need to
have much nmore than we have today, with everybody

encouraged to use it. We'd |like to see zero car
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and one care househol ds encouraged so that

mul ti-car househol ds are seen as wasteful . Thi s
requires an extensive rail network with previously
abandoned lines of rights of way to rail passenger
service and trains running frequently on every
line. So the passenger is accomodated, with space
for freight movements, as well. This would require
a significantly expanded rail network with as many
lines electrified as possible, which are -- during

this previous century, and with nmore frequent

services offered now. I f you | ook at a map and
conpare rail lines of 1901 to today, we've lost a
| ot . We al so need light rail and bus networks

t hat woul d provide connectivity for shorter trips,
including the first and last mle of |engthy trips.
Until 2010, New Jersey Transit offered
rail fares outside peak commuting hours that were
di scounted enough to encourage price sense to
riders to take the train when there is sufficient
capacity. Such discounts are still offered on New
York's Long Island Railroad and Metro North. We
have consistently called for these off-peak fares
to be restored, and there should be enough off-peak
service to be convenient for riders. | deal |y every

thirty m nutes or so. The availability of these
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trains hel ps make the system work even for
commuters called home unexpectedly, need to stay
| at e. Runni ng these trains as full as possible for
the fewer full fare riders is ultimtely nore
profitable overall. It should go without saying
that in the short term we need full restoration in
January of what's being cut next week.

We call for a moratorium on new
hi ghway construction with only sufficient
expenditures to keep themin good repair. And for
most capitals funding to be redirected into
projects that woul d expand the existing Transit
net wor k. It would produce a nmoderate expansion
whil e using billions of dollars of capital funds.
We are currently seeing gateway follow ng the arc
path, and figured as a huge expensive project, way
more than needed. We don't need Penn South, even
if developers -- in a full block of -- real estate.
We need useful tunnels now. Let's cut gateway down
to an affordable size and get it done quickly.
Transit is inherently nmore efficient for carrying
passengers than highways. A double track rail Iine
can carry as many people as 24 highway | anes.
Large scal e autonmobile use, even if electric,

requires |large scale autonobile storage which paves
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over |land and precludes other uses of that | and,
with strongly negative environmental inpacts.

| nstead, let's look at the transit systems of the
four New Jersey cities with the highest number of
car-free househol ds. Newark is nunber two in the
country, after New York City. Jersey City is
number three, Paterson nunber 12, and Eli zabeth
nunber 15. Rat her than replicating these systens
exactly, we would like to see connecting transit
anmong those cities, suburban and rural areas,
offering a variety of environments connected by
transit hel ping us as a state break our auto

addi ction, and substantially cutting the
transportation percentage of the state's energy
use. Although electrically powered notor vehicles
are expected to constitute some inmprovenment over
gasol i ne and di esel engines, particularly
elimnating particulates that cause asthmas and

ot her respiratory diseases, the overall goal nmust
be | ess energy use and | ess use of fuel per person,
which requires the efficiency of an extensive
transit network that provides frequent service and
connectivity. In addition, creating a vastly
electric vehicles that would require a great dea

of cobalt and other mnerals that may well not be
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avail abl e, particularly at affordable cost. And
obtaining it will in itself create a great deal of
envi ronnment al di sruption and danmage.

Consi dering Governor Murphy's proposal
of the 3.5 megawatts of off-shore wi nd, we see a
great opportunity for this energy to be used to
power electric rail as the ducts already do. I n
summary, all transit is greener than the greenest
automobiles. And, it has been neglected for too
l ong. The best thing we can do regarding clean and
reliable transportation in an updated Master Pl an
is to enphasize nore transit, encourage nore people
to use it, and provide enough of it so they wll.
Thank you.

MS. POWER: Just a quick rem nder, we
do have a court reporter here, and | am a fast
tal ker as well, but please renenber to slow down
just a little bit.

Melissa Mles. W'II|l then have Drew
Curtis and Joseph Fave.

MS. M LES: Good evening. And thank
you for the opportunity to speak on the Energy
Master Plan for 2019. My nanme is Melissa M es,
and I'"mthe environmental justice manager for

| ronbound Comunity Corporation.
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| ronbound Community Corporation, or
ICC, is a local community-based organizati on, grass
roots base building. So, we really are working
with Newark residents to build the future and
vision of the kind of comunity we want to have.
And, basically, for the |l ast 49 years have been
al ongsi de the comunity responding to environment al
threats as they arise or as we are made aware of
t hem

If you're not famliar with the
environmental justice history of Newark and the
i ronbound, you can go to our website, it's
i ronboundcc. org. But, it's something that, you
know, based on the fact that we're an environnmental
justice, environment justice comunity of concern,
and Governor Murphy's Executive Order 23 which
mandat es state agencies to take these things into
account when building new infrastructure, making
pl ans and deci si ons. lt's really a relevant point
that Newark is an environmental justice community
of concern, that deals with the burden of energy
infrastructure, as well as econom c issues that ny
col |l eagues have spoken about that also make our
ener gy burden grossly unfair.

So, the thing that I mainly want to
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speak about is this process. So, you know, there
are lots of community menbers in the room | ots of
fol ks who we are in coalition with who basically
get paid to do things like this. They get paid to
come at four o'clock on a Thursday to speak with
you all. But, you know, in terms of regular
people, this process was really conpletely

i naccessi bl e. And, you know, before |I started
this work I m ght not have even thought tw ce about
t hat, you know, energy, Energy Master Pl an. It's
something | m ght have assumed, did not concern ne.
But now that | understand that not only the rates

t hat our fol ks pay, the fact that we have the
Newar k Energy Center which was a gift of Chris
Christie until our community fought that, but we
have it any way, was called for in the 2011 Master
Pl an. Now that | understand that the energy
infrastructure, our rates, whether we have access

to energy efficiency, renewable energy, are really

determ ned by processes |ike this. | had to get
paid first before |I realized that. And | really
feel like it's the responsibility of the BPU to

make this process nmore accessible to regul ar people
whose lives are directly inmpacted by the decisions

t hat you make. And, so, the fact that there were
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many meetings, there were four nmeetings, it wasn't
until there were conpl aints made that a nmeeting was
pl anned for Newark and Canden. And, | find that
to be really incredul ous, especially considering
folks |like Nicky Sheats, Dr. Baptista, | read their
comments from 2011, from 2015, and they've already
t al ked about these processes. We tal ked about
them also in the comments for the community sol ar,
what these kind of hearings should actually | ook
like if you want community participation. | feel
like it's really pretty clear. And, so for this to
happen in this way again it reiterates that the
system and the process is actually designed to
exclude people of low income, designed to exclude
wor ki ng-cl ass peopl e, designed to exclude people
from comunities that are most i nmpacted by energy,
by dirty energy infrastructure. And that's a
probl em

So, we really want, you know, fromthe
very start to be included in these processes.
Al so, you know, issues of capacity. So, you know,
how are regul ar people supposed to even access the
information, the tools that they need to be able to
understand these processes. l"mreally inmressed

when fol ks who are able to get up here and j ust
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tal k about all the facts and all the -- but,
really, again, for people who this is not their
j ob, you know, how are they supposed to really
access the information and the tools that they need
to be able to participate in this, which should be
a denocratic process.

So, it really has to start from the
pl ace of, |ike, what are you all doing to get into
communities before you're asked, actually, or
you're mandated, get in to comunities and share
resource in a way that allows people to participate
in the process. And, so, that starts before the
hearing, actually. By the time we get to the
hearing, people are kind of expected to get up here
with something to say. But how could you have
something to say if you don't really know what this
process is about.

And then also the outreach for the
process. | didn't see any real outreach. Ther e
are people fromour community that are here, we
invited them And, you know, so, again, we're
taking communities that are already burdened, and
organi zations that are small and grass roots, and
we're putting the burden on themto figure this out

and navigate this process. And, again, it's just
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unfair. And, so, like some of ny coll eagues are
saying, | really again implore you, there needs to
be a much nore transparent, denocratic process
around the Energy Master Plan that includes regular
wor ki ng- cl ass peopl e, hearing people who are from
communi ties, environment justice comunities that
al ready bear the brunt of the energy infrastructure
in the form of pollution, air pollution, weird
smells. " m sure you smelled them yourself when
you came into the nei ghborhood. We have the
Newar k Energy Center, we have Newark Bay CoGen,
we're a stone's throw from Linden. And not to
mention the incinerator, which again is totally

fal se ways to energy scheme that is a waste of

energy, | just really have to echo that. But ,
somehow is classified as renewabl e. So, it's sort
of like insult to injury when these kind of

processes, during which decisions are made about
our future, come around, but we're not included in
a real way in them

So, just also to talk about a little
bit about what our vision |ooks |ike for the
process. Li ke my coll eague Kim Gaddy mentioned, we
believe really in energy denocracy. A process by

whi ch deci sions are made from the ground up, which
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we trust that when people know what's happening
that they can make decisions and find solutions
that are best for their lives and their famlies’
lives. Al so an energy system that's
decentralized, where people in communities |ike
this can utilize energy nodels to bol ster
t hemsel ves econom cally, educationally, where
ownership can be |ocalized. | know things |ike
t hat, even suggesting things |like that m ght not
make you popul ar with PSE&G, but we know that we
can't continue to do things business as usual if we
want to see change. Not only climatically in the
sense of the climate and sl owi ng down climate
change, but al so reducing and reversing some of the
hi storical inequities that we see have been taking
pl ace as these decision-making processes are
happeni ng.

So, | really encourage you not to do
t hi ngs business as usual . Take a step back and
really include the comunities that are nost
i mpacted by the energy infrastructure. Thank you.

MS. POWER: Next up, Drew Curtis. And
t hen Joseph Fave.

| want to take a quick m nute. Thi s

is just the first step in the stakehol der process.
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And, in fact, | have encouraged you all, please
submt your comments, whether they're directly in
response to the series of questions that we have
put out, or that they are nore general about how
this impacts your community or your life. | mean,
that's really the way that you're going to get your
voi ce heard. At any of the nmeetings there's only
a representative -- a small representative or small
handful of folks that are actually part of this
process. So, | really encourage you to send your
coments in, you have the next eight days or so.
So, thank you. Okay.

MR. CURTI S: Good afternoon. My name
is Drew Curtis. | live a couple of blocks away
fromhere. And, | work for a local community-based
organi zation, Ironbound Community Corporation. Ms.
Mles is nmy coll eague.

First off, 1'd rather be saying "good
eveni ng". | wish this neeting took place |ater,
where nore people from my nei ghborhood and
nei ghbor hoods |i ke m ne could attend. |'m able to
come here because | work for a community-based
organi zati on. But when | was telling, at the | ast
m nute when | heard about this neeting a week ago,

my friends and nei ghbors about it, they were very
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excited to conme here. But, they're |ike, oh, four
p.m? | can't make that, I'm still at work, | have
to pick up ny kids from school, et cetera. | do

t hank you, though, for having this meeting in
Newar k and not just down in Trenton and Mercer
County. But, | wish your earlier sessions had been
up here, too. You had offered alternatives to the
ot her meetings that you had in Mercer County also
up here, in nultiple parts of the state. And, |
wi sh you went to other parts of the state besides
Trent on, Camden, and Newar k. There's a | ot of
ot her comunities that deserve easy access to
meetings and their voices to be heard; Paterson and
Atlantic City to name a coupl e. And, lastly, |
wi sh your outreach had been a little stronger, and
i ncluded | anguage justice, so there are multiple
| anguages used in outreach and at this neeting.
This issue is too inmportant not to
have a | ot of meaningful and accessible comunity
engagenment . Cli mat e change and greenhouse gas
em ssions and em ssions from other co-pollutants
are killing our comunities. Just like here in
Newar k wi th our garbage incinerator, a waste of
energy as ny coll eagues have said. And then two

ot her natural gas power plants in lIronbound. We
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need zero em Ssions now. And as we nove towards
real renewabl e energy, |like solar and wi nd energy
as well as with weatherization progranms, we need to
make sure residents of environmental justice
communities gain the econom c benefit of this
transition with community ownership, worker, and

| ocal l y-owned busi nesses, business creation, and
living wage jobs.

" m just going to close with a quote
fromny favorite people Jane Jacobs; cities have
the capability of providing something for
everybody, only because and only when they are
created by everybody. As a corollary to this, our
Energy Master Plan can only provide something for
everybody in this state and be truly great, if
everybody has a seat at the table in creating it,
and not just providing verbal and witten comment
toward the end of the plan after it's already been
created.

So, please, | urge you all to continue
to have and have more meani ngful community
engagenment and bring people to the table,
particularly from our nore marginalized
communi ties. We need this authentic comunity

engagenment with social and econom c inclusion of
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all . Thank you.

at ten-m

MS. POWVER: Joseph Fave.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: He's not here.
MS. POVWER: We're just going to take
nute break and then we'll get back.
(Whereupon a short recess was held.)

MS. POVER: Okay. Next speaker,

Leonard Thomas. Fol | owed by Bernadette Maher, and

t hen Cynt

hia Mell on.
MR. THOMAS: Good afternoon. ' m

Leonard Thomas. ' m here from Ilronbound Super

Nei ghbor hood Counci | . Just a few points | wanted

to make,

now.

because tinme seenms sort of short right

First of all, | would hope that any

future contact that was being made woul d be made

wi der and earlier. | didn't get the message unti

| ate | ast

night. And | tried to contact some

people to conme. And, | probably would have nore to

say, but

prepare.

the fact | didn't have the tinme to

But that's a big point, because you're

| ooki ng at stakehol ders, sonme of the people who are

most i mpacted by these energy decisions won't even

know. And it will be the same old game, a small

group of

peopl e be making all the decisions and not
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have most of the people in their best interest.
So, | hope that in the future, outreach would be a
future outreach and w der outreach.

One point | hope that would be foll owed
is this; in any type of Energy Master Plan you have
to |l ook at energy load reduction. To only focus on
havi ng nore than energy is to find only one
sol uti on. You're going to find nore ways to
produce energy, which is silly, because we're just
getting nmore, we waste nore, we use nmore, we waste
nmore, we get nore. We're not getting where we
really wanted to go, where we need to go with all
the issues with climte change and reduction of
resources. It's silly not to | ook at energy | oad
reducti on.

And in that mnd, | |look at sonme of the

t hi ngs, the possible problems that you have to deal

with. For example; where |I live in Newark, and
about 75 percent of the people that live in Newark
are renters. So some of the energy savings that

come out would not even apply to them wunless a

| andl ord chooses to use them And that said, you
have to incentivize |andlords to take advantage of
some of these things that come out. It's sad in

ot her ways, too, because many of these progranms




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N RN N N NN R B R R R R R R R R
o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo 0o »d WwWN O

85

have come out to save energy and do things |ike
this, go so quickly, by the time you hear about
them you have maybe a half a day to take advantage
of them and you m ss out. And if you find out
about it and you speak to your | andlord and ask
them well, will you do this because it's an
advantage to you, they don't want to do it.

Because they don't see money come into their
pockets. lt's not worth to them You' re paying
your own heat. So what. They have to spend noney,
they don't want to spend noney, because nobody
wants to spend noney. So, something has to be done
to make that work. Otherw se, you don't have a
bul k of people wanting to save energy because it's
not going to help them They're just going to be
spendi ng nore. Energy reduction, again, you have
to really get that word out there, too. And t hat
comes out through that notice, that contact with

t he people, the stakehol ders that you want to

reach.

Cl ean energy. Clean energy can never
be equated with gas. It can never be equated to
fossil fuel. | hear people talk about gas as clean

energy. There's so many things com ng out of gas

conmbustible. And, if you're talking about fracked
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fuel, whether you're tal king about oil or gas, it's
horrible to see sonme of the chem cals that come out
of there. | guess | think about those chem cals
because one of the things that comes out of any
type of conmbustible fuel will be the fine
particulate matter air pollution, 2.5 mcrons. And
we have now connected that to so many ill nesses,

everything from heart disease to cancer, to asthma,

to enphysema, to respiratory illness, as |
mentioned, cancer. A big thing right now in
autism Autism is expl oding. There shoul d be

Jerry Lewis on television saying save the kids who

have autism, it's that bad. When | started
teaching, | didn't know what an autistic child was,
to be honest with you. And now we have school s

where there are whole floors of autistic classes.
Sonmet hi ng has changed. Sonething is going wrong.
And yet, when we find out that it's connected to
this type of combustion product, this fine
particul ate matter air pollution, it seenms no one
is interested in doing anything about it. And,
that's so sad. Because autismis not something
where you get sick for awhile and you get better.
And, | didn't even think about this. You have

autistic adults. There are so many difficulties
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t hey have in dealing with life. | don't care how
much their famlies |oves them And, yet, a | ot
of this is keyed into our energy decisions.

| ook at our EJ conmmunities right now.
We get hit with so much crap that it doesn't make
sense. We are finding nmoney for these big
polluting entities. We fought and | ost the energy
center. They said you're going to have jobs, |
think it was eight jobs that cane in. They had an
agreement to do certain things with the standards.
For the first couple of years they broke the
standards left and right, like 256 incidents of
breaking the rule. And then what they did after
that is we had another hearing like this, and we go
to testify in front of people fromthe state, and
t hey say don't worry about it because they're not
going to get excused from these standards. That
wasn't true. When they finished, they had | ess
infractions because they | owered the standards.
That makes no sense, no sense at all. So, on
paper it | ooks good because the standards have been
| ower ed.

So you have nore pollution, save nobney
on the processing, and we get damaged nore. Mor e

children have asthma, enphysema, autism heart
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di sease, respiratory illnesses, all those things.
And, yet, there's no conpensation for that. And,
in fact, instead of compensation, what happens is

t he people who live in that comunity actually pay
more for their energy because the government at the
time wanted to keep the energy cost down to ten

cents. So, we paid to keep the price of the gas

down to ten cents. And then we have to still pay
for the energy. But they say look, it's cheap.
Well, that's because you paid for it twice. That's

not really cheap. What kind of bargain is that?
But, there are so many things |ike that
financial burden you have. How do you find money
to put these energy centers into a comunity, and
can't find nmoney for solar farm or wi nd, or
anything like that. That's a puzzle. Ri ght now
one of their solutions is take the carbon dioxide
get this energy center, and put it into ocean.
Their going to make the ocean water into soda.
We've had fish kills in the | ast couple of years.
Maybe no one renmembers those. But you take the
oxygen out of the water, fish die. You put the
carbon dioxide in water, you're taking oxygen out,
fish die. And then we're going to be hungry, and

t hen the people -- why don't we have so many fish?
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What happened to then?

We're not thinking ahead. We're not
maki ng those connecti ons. The placenment of these
new energy plants have to be started in EJ
communi ti es because they have been the conmunities
where they had these newer fossil fuel plants.

Now, according to the pecking order, these fossil
fuel plants would not be scheduled to removed or
changed because they were the |ast ones in. But
these are the ones that should fixed first, because
t hese are the nei ghborhoods that have been the npbst
damaged by this. Peopl e are paying nore
financially for their energy, they're getting |ess
out of it, and the benefits go to sonebody el se,

but they still pay. They pay in noney, they pay
in health, they pay in life. lt'"s not right.

The | ast part, | just hope that you
wi Il have nore people invol ved. There are so many
solutions to this that are possible. Alot is
just matter of will and finances. We find the
finances through the fossil fuels, why can't we
find the finances through the other alternative
met hods? Why? |t makes no sense. lt's a
guestion that needs to be answered.

So, | hope that in your planning you
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t ake these suggestions -- | heard severa
suggestions, wind to water to solar. There are a
| ot of them out there. In other countries they do
it. Countries we feel that are not doing as wel
as we are, they're doing great with this. Pl us,

t hey have a smaller |oad on their energy, which we

shoul d be thinking about, and we're not doing that

ri ght now. We have to. It has to be part of that
pl an, otherwi se the plan will fail.

So, | hope that you'll be considering
these. And, | hope that with the future hearings
that we will have better outreach so that nore
people -- so, you can really get a feeling of what
peopl e want and what they need. There are a | ot
of suggestions out there. There are things that
will make this work, but we have to do the work to
get it together. And, | hope we will. Thank you

for your tinme.

MS. POWER: Ber nadette Maher.

MS. MAHER: Good afternoon. My nane is
Ber nadette Maher. |'m a volunteer with the
Franklin Township task force against conpressor
station 206 and the northeast supply enhancenent
proj ect.

And, what | would |like to see -- one of
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the items 1'd like to see in the upcom ng energy
plan, is that you take all these fossil fuel and
infrastructure projects into account overall, and
not project by project. There's a Meadow ands
project, there's a Rosel and project, there's
Chesterfield project, there's our project in
Franklin Township. And, | think it would be

i mportant to overall | ook at these projects as a
whol e, versus pieceneal, because | think that would
make a big difference. W're becom ng the pipeline
st at e.

We're such a densely popul ated state,
that | think we really have to | ook at the safety
issues of all these gas pipelines running through
our state. And, some of the WIlliams TransCo is
t he conpany that's doing the northeast supply
enhancement project. And, some of the reasons that
our township and South Brunswi ck Townshi p opposes
the project are listed below, and I'Il just read
them of f to you. Addi ng natural gas facilities
and pi pelines does not support the m ssions of New
Jersey and New York to decrease reliance on fossil
fuels, and the transition to renewabl e energy
sources while also increasing energy efficiency.

Expansi on of this infrastructure will also
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exacerbate the inpact of intense future weather
events on New Jersey. We al ready know Hurricane
Sandy, we have floods, hurricanes, heat waves,
infectious di seases, nental health issues, and many
nmor e.

The site for the conmpressor station
where we are |l ocated has a high water table, and
run off of pollutants is a major concern. In the
state's water supply plan the Trap Rock Quarry is
consi dered a potential reservoir site after they
stop mning in 2040. There is concern that the
continued em ssion of toxins over time will pollute
this water resource. And water is more and nore
becom ng a comodity that's in short ply. At Trap
Rock Quarry, m ning and processing activities
include blasting with dynamte.

There are no reported studies or plan
fromWIIliams TransCo about the inpact of trenors
on the stability of the compressor over time for
many decades. The concerns are that the ongoing
bl asting could destabilize the gas powered
compressors and turbine units and cause a fire or
expl osion, with resulting added em ssi ons of
t oxi ns. Many of the residents who |ive down near

the quarry and in South Brunswi ck who |ive across
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from where the quarry is, their homes shake when
they do the dynamte bl asting. | mean, they are
notified like there's going to be blasting today.
But, that's one of the major concerns.

WIllianms also has a |long history of
safety violations that have led to fires and
expl osions and | eaks, with |oss of |ives,
illnesses, injuries, and damaged | and and
bui | di ngs. There is a potential danger from
i ncreased capacity and velocity of gas to the aging
Class | and Class Il pipelines in densely popul ated
resi dential neighborhoods, with many el enentary
school s, daycares, and places of worship and adult
communi ti es nearby. The pipeline includes sonme
segnments that are over fifty years old, and
corrosion or cracks then can |ead to gas escapes,
addi ng i ncreased gas along these |lines may add
stress. And this combination has |ed to dangerous
expl osions and fires el sewhere.

| think we all seen what's happened
just recently in Massachusetts. Gas power ed
conmpressors emt many airborne toxins as part of
routi ne operations. And these include known
carcinogens, as well as respiratory irritants.

Particulate em ssions are nostly at the point where
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natural gas is burned at the conmpressor unit.
Particulate matter can get deep into the lung and
carries other toxic chem cals. Model i ng has shown
that it can travel 2.5 to six mles away. St udi es
have shown that the |evels per PM2's are not
protective of human health.

Al so, there is a New Jersey Buddhi st
Vi hara which would share a property boundary with
the conpressor station. Walking meditation is a
common practice, and there are frequent outdoor
religious observances, as well as the weekend
dhamma school where children engage in activities
out doors. Noi se, toxic em ssions, and the fear of
risk of an explosion or fire would interfere with
the rights of the nonks and the congregants to
practice their religion. The New Jersey Buddhi st
Vi hara serves as both a place of worship and a
cultural center for those of Sri Lankan heritage
and the comunity at | arge. Thei r Samadhi
Buddhi st statue is the | argest and tallest in the
western hem sphere, and it was designated as a
cultural landmark by Franklin Township. As i1t is,
as a result of the blasting, some of the foundation
there has already cracked; so, we're not quite sure

what's going to happen when there's additional
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vi bration from the compressor station.

Construction and operations would
interfere with communi cations, breeding, food
sources, and navigation of wildlife. The pipeline
woul d al so then go over to Raritan Bay under the
Raritan Bay over to the Rockaways, and then the
pi peline would turn and go to Brooklyn.
Construction in the Raritan Bay would resuspend and
spread toxic contam nants that would adversely
i mpact habitat and marine mammals. The feeding
habitats and nesting grounds of birds on the state
and federal endangered and threatened species |ist
by the Raritan Bay would be affected by
construction, noise, and pollution. There woul d
be negative inmpacts on recreational boating,
fishing, and commercial fishing to communities
al ong the Raritan Bay, that include but are not
l[imted to a potential to cripple business
dependent on seasonal visitor access to the bay.

Al so, greenhouse gas from the NSSI
project would contribute to nmore significant health
probl ems, ozone, and damagi ng weat her
climate-rel ated events that harm and cost all of us
here in New Jersey.

So, | think as part of the overal
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Master Plan, taking all these projects into

consi deration as an aggregate would be hel pful.
Again, we want to try and have a Master Plan that
gives us a rapid transition to renewabl e energies.
And, clean energy should be our goal. And sone of
t hese fossil fuel projects are not clean energy.
We should reject these market-based schenmes where
you can buy credits from one place and give it to
anot her . These effect, | guess,

di sproportionately | believe environmental justice
communities. And nost important, these projects,

t he plan, should address environmental justice

I ssues. | think that's very important here in the
State of New Jersey. Thanks very much.

MS. POWER: Cynthia Mellon. Emly
Turoni s.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: She left.

MS. POWER: Subqui dah Carter.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: She left.

MS. POWER: And then Al exa Sanchez.
Chri stopher Latonnel. Jeanett M tchell.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Here | am

MS. POWER: OCkay. You'l | be next.

MS. MELLON: Hi . Good eveni ng. \%Y;

name is Cynthia Mellon. And, | am the policy
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coordi nator for the National Climate Justice

Al'l'i ance, which Iinks 68 organizations across the
country, also which are based in |ow-incone
environmental justice communities. | ronbound
Communi ty Corporation, ICC -- |I'm also co-chair of
the City of Newark Environmental Conm ssion. A
member of the Board of New Jersey Environment al
Justice Alliance. And, the chair of the
Environment al Justice Comm ttee of the Latino
Action Network of New Jersey.

Working with the menbership of the
Climate Justice Alliance, we've devel oped an energy
denmocracy platformthat has ten principals of
energy denocracy, which include the human right to
a clean and healthy environment rooted in a
commtment to a just transition for workers and
communities who will experience displacement as we
move into a clean energy future.

We call for an end of fossil fuel use
by 2035. We believe this is possible. We want to
see comunity solar, owned and coordi nated and
governed by the communities, as other people here
have spoken about. And, this means community-based
pl anni ng and assessment, and the type of inclusive

action that others have tal ked about this
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afternoon. And, we favor a smaller nmore | ocal
solar grid. It can be close to comunities so that
they can actually reap the benefit of those jobs.
And, it's smaller equipnment they will be able to
achi eve the same thing.

We define clean energy as solar, wnd,
and small hydro projects. And we conpletely reject
nucl ear, waste incineration, and biomss. These
are not clean energy, and should not be included in
t hat category. We reject market-based prograns
such as carbon trading and cap and trade. These
are false solutions. And we reject all of the nore
recently proposed geo-engi neering schemes, which
al so includes carbon capture and storage. These
are false solutions that some are promoting in
order to profit fromthe current climate cri sis.

We saw this heavily promoted at Governor Jerry
Brown's climate action summt a couple of weeks
ago.

Finally, we want to see an end to
siting dirty energy facilities in already
over burdened communities, |ike those that we have
been speaking of tonight, and the environnmental
justice communities |ike Newark. W need

mtigation for the facilities that are already
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here. And, | just want to say that here in NewarKk
as a city of concern, a community of concern,
wor ki ng very closely with the previous EDA and the
one we have now to put an end to vehicle idling,
and other types of things that creating nore

probl ems around pollution here. So, I'll end with
t hat . Thank you.

MS. M TCHELL: Hi everyone. My name
is Jeanett Mtchell. | am a climte organizer with
Cl ean Water Action. You heard from nmy coll eague,
Ki m Gaddy, earlier. And of course everyone here is
really our coll eagues because we all work together.

My organization is funded a hundred
percent grass roots. And, a |lot of the work we do
is in the State of New Jersey, but we also do a | ot
of work in Newark, New Jersey, as well
Particularly I do a |lot of work in the south ward,
which is directly linked to the Ironbound, so we
share a | ot of the same issues.

Governor Murphy's commtnment to a
hundred percent clean energy econony by 2050 is
visionary. Achieving the goal it will take key
interim benchmark to restore New Jersey as a
nati onal | eader, not just in terms of addressing

the climate crisis, but also advancing public
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heal th, protecting private property, grow ng the
economy, and creating the jobs. Hurri cane Sandy
was catastrophic in many ways. | was in ny bed
very cold for a ot of tine. But | know that there
were a | ot of residents who faced a | ot of
fl ooding. And when there is flooding in certain
types of areas that have a | ot of pollution and
truck activity, of course the water is mxed in
with a |lot of elements that you would never want
anyone to drink much | ess touch your skin. Thi s
also resulted in a | oss of power, and residents in
both, of course, the Ironbound and south ward were
exposed to many toxins from chem cals in sewerage
pl ants overwhel med by surge water that ended up in
our nei ghborhoods and our conmmunities.

One of the areas that | work in is in
t he Dayton Street neighborhood. That area al one
has about el even public housing high-rises, as well
as town homes. And those high-rises are hone to
senior citizens and people with disabilities. A
| ot of them during that time were trapped on their
particular floors, and were not able to come down.
One of the things that we talk about a | ot when we
tal k about community work is at each one/teach one,

which is pretty much your nei ghbor being your
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keeper. And we call that a buddy system That is
somet hing that we are |l ooking to constantly create
when we talk with tenant associations, as well as
community groups. But it is also sonmething that
needs to happen, | would think, on a national

| evel , as well . And definitely on a city |level so
that residents can have nore diversity in terms of
emer gency contact and not just the usual 9-1-1.

If we are able to create a nore
sust ai nabl e energy infrastructure, we need to plan
for the extrenely hazardous situations mentioned
earlier. And, here are seven to start with. One;
getting power back quickly in all neighborhoods
regardl ess of color, income, geography, precedence,
or restore power in some cases much | onger than in
the Jersey shore. Havi ng i ndependent m crogrids
that allow conplex institutions and nei ghborhoods
to stay on line with power, regardless of the
| argest system bei ng damaged. Three; getting back
on line faster with the emergency power systens
prioritizing the most vul nerable people, the
elderly, sick, and disabl ed. Definitely in sone
cases there needs to be a lot of work with the
Housi ng Authority, as well, too, to be able to

address sonme of these concerns in tinmes of
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di saster. Which is when we really think about
energy and resources when sonething bad happens,
and not necessarily when we go in and can turn on
the lights. Number five; having

nei ghbor -to-nei ghbor check-in systems, which is our
buddy system Ensuring that we have the ability
to take renewabl e energy systems off the grid, and
put themto on-site use and back up when | arger
systems shut down. Number six; taking steps to

m nimze use of gas and di esel power generators,
whi ch are unsafe, contribute greenhouse gases and
ot her co-pollutants, as well as are being difficult
to access during power outages when our punping
stations do not work. And, number seven, of
course, enphasizing a nore decentralized renewabl e
energy, and reduce demand. Energy efficiency
demand response and conservation are policies, not
buil ding nore fossil fuel infrastructure. And, of
course, finally, you know, we are happy that these
two new hearings are happeni ng. We wi sh nore
residents can come. And, we know that, as you said
earlier, that this is just initial conversations
and hearings and that there are nore to | ook
forward to working with you guys. In the future

you can definitely call on us, I or M. Pringle who
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works with us here, as well. Thank you.

MS. POWER: We have Heat her MFalls
and O ga Moral es. Is there anyone el se who w shes
to speak who didn't sign up?

MS. McFALLS: Hi . My name is Heat her
McFal | s. l'"'mwith the New Habor. | |live in Newark
for about eight years.

One of the things that this is very
i mportant to me as a half-Dblood native Anmerican
because sustai nable energy can help protect a
[ittle bit of the earth we still have left. A |ot
of things that are going on now with the pipelines
and the power plant, which is very inportant to not
| et go through because it's just going to make the
problem much worse, and we want to switch to
sust ai nabl e and a hundred percent energy, that's
just going to make the process even nore

conpl i cated because having nore pollution, which we

don't need at all. One of the things | wanted to
say is that it will help create jobs, as well as
create a job market where, you know, we will be

able to give more jobs to |ocal people, as well as
people from you know, that have studied and have a
new j ob working with green energy jobs. [*'m

sorry.
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We'll leave a lighter carbon footprint
on the earth now, which is nore inportant because
if you think about it he is projecting "til 2050.
And | very agree with everyone else that it needs
to be earlier than 2050. 2035 woul d be the best
projection, because the way that we are now with
the pollution that we have now, it's getting worse.
And we're not going to have that tinme |ater. I f we
put this off to a later time, we're not going to
have that time. And, it's going to be too late to
do this because the pollution and the damage is
going to be done already. And, wi thout our earth
mot her, which to ne is very inportant, we woul dn't
be able to live. Her oxygen is what hel ps us
breat he, what hel ps us have |ives. So, not just
the animals and plants will be dying, but so wil
we. If it is harnful to her and if it's harnfu
to the environment, then it's harmful to us, as
wel | . Because it's going to cause a |ot nore
problems not just with her, but problenms for us, as
wel | .

And, | know that as a native American
| feel that this is what the great spirit and our
creator father side would have wanted. Because we

were put here on this earth to take care of her.
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And we've done it for awhile but now with the
natural gas and the pipelines we are creating nore
pollution than we can actually contain it and cl ean
up after ourselves. Which is very inmportant,
because in other countries, as someone else has
said, there is sustainable energy, there's w nd
energy, there's water and powered energy, and it's
doing very well for them And, we | ook at them as
third-world countries, but | feel that they're
doi ng nmuch better off then we are, especially in
the energy department.

In closing, | definitely want to say
that there is a parable that rings true to this.
And one of our ancestors has said only when the
| ast tree has died, when the last river has been
poi soned, and the last fish has been caught, we
will realize we cannot eat our noney. Money comes
and goes, but our earth where we |live where we have
to survive, that is what really needs to be
protect ed. Not the money in our pockets, but the
environnent, the trees and the grass which we need
to live. The oxygen, the water. Because we are
polluting our water supplies, and that is
definitely sonmething we need live off of. And t he

oxygen that we need to breathe. I f we draw out
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all this carbon dioxide and we have not oxygen to
take in, we're going to die, as well as the planet.
Thank you.
MS. POWER: Ol ga Mor al es.
(Through an interpreter)

MS. MORALES: Only Spanish. Good
eveni ng. (I'n Spani sh)

MS. SURREY: So, you are New Labor.
It's a non-profit organization called New Labor.
More than 3,500 menbers. They represent i nm grant
wor kers. They believe that it's worth
participating in this. It's a very anmbitious
proj ect. It sets New Jersey for a better future.
But, the way that the project is presented it only
seens |ike the noney is the inmportant part of it.
It doesn't seemlike it protects the environment.
So, she believes that they're using the -- they're
using wi nd, but they're not really making.

| don't understand. | can't
under st and. "' m sorry.

MS. McFALL: (As Interpreter) W
believe that -- she says that we are not giving
back to the environment what we are taking from
her .

She says that in the project we should
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have a place where we grow trees so that they can
process the carbon dioxide and give us back
sonmet hi ng.

She says that they're only thinking
about the noney to have the green energy for the
peopl e who al ready have nobney in their pockets and
t hey are not paying for the energy to produce their
busi ness.

The people that are producing and have
money and t hat have power, they are the ones that
are winning at this.

Basically, the government is just
putting in their money and their time and their
effort for the people who have noney, and for them
so that they can do and produce their business
wi t hout paying for it energy-w se.

But where is the community benefiting?
You don't see the investment in the comunity or
t he people that are benefiting fromthe community
fromthis.

The project should al so have
conponents to where they are using the garbage to
reduce, reuse, and recycle, so the community can
benefit fromit. Havi ng a job. Educati onal .

Form ng green-w se, energy-wi se, know ng about the
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environment . And at the same time receiving
incentives that better their quality of life.
Because you don't see this in the project. They

only talk about inplenmenting wind energy.

M nim zing the inmpact by changing the
transportation from buses to electric buses. But
t he environment involves many things. And where
the community is a very inmportant part.

The small part the community wil
receive with this change. The change, the m ni mal
change that would come is that in their, when they
pay their electric bill there would be a small
reduction in the price that they pay. That woul d
be the only thing.

What does the big conpanies receive?
They sell their buses to other countries that are
not as forward in the energy as we are. Take a
new technol ogy of buses, they get rich, pay |ess.
And the government, the only thing that they did
was take all their resources and put it into this.
That they are fromthe taxes, even the ones that
poor people pay. Only to benefit for the big
conpani es. The factories, for exanmple, what are
they giving? They don't give nothing. They treat

bad their enployees. There's no security and
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heal th and safety for them They don't pay them
very well, and to produce their product. And to
produce their project in the future would cost much
| ess. But they will sell it for nore. And, so,
where did the community win from that?

It's important that we reflect on how
a project that's very good and very prom sing, and
really for the environment, where it should benefit
the community -- for the environment, but starting
with the community. Where will the big conmpanies
be investing that noney, and what they got fromit
into the community or into the future? They
shoul dn't pay less for their energy. They should
pay the same anount, so that that noney is invested
in the future and in the community. | nvesting in
New Jersey.

In the project there's different
conponents that are m ssing. Components that are

m ssing that would make this a very prom sing and

future project. The investment that the
government will put into it is so big. That really
is important. And, it is sonmething that will be
shown in the future. Not only used for the

conpani es that are big.

She says she doesn't want to say
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anynmore, but thank you very much.

MS. POWER: Last call for speakers.
Anybody? Well, thank you so nmuch for com ng
toni ght. Again, please, we welcome you to submt

coments via e-mail. And, we hope to see you at

our next nmeeting next week in Canden. Thank you.

(Whereupon the proceedi ngs were

concluded at 7:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, CHRI STI NA RESTUCCI A, a Court Reporter
of the State of New Jersey, authorized to
adm ni ster oaths pursuant to R. S.41:2-2, do hereby
CERTI FY that the foregoing is a true and accurate
transcript of the testinmny that was taken
stenographically by and before me at the time,
pl ace and on the date herein before set forth.

I DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am neither a
relative nor enployee nor attorney nor counsel of
any of the parties to this action, and that | am

not financially interested in the action.

Not ary Public of the State of New Jersey
My Conmm ssion expires November 14, 2021
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