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Now, you all know “in 1492...

Columbus sailed the ocean

blue”... Y'know I never liked
that little rhyme... but,

that's another story.
The king and queen of Spain
were looking for a faster way to
get to India and China.
Instead... | discovered
what was to be called
the "New World."

OK... | made a wrong turn.
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Word of my travels spread quickly all over Europe. Everyone was
talking about Christopher Columbus.

And you became a celebrity,
Mr. Columbus?

More importantly...

everyone
wanted to become

The Spanish explored the areas of the “New World”

that we now call Florida, the Caribbean Islands, |
and Central and South America.

The English and Portuguese explored Newfoundland.

And now to explain more
about New Jersey explorers,

HEEEEEEERE'’S. -
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...Glovanni da Verrazano

ol il !
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Thank you!
Thank you!

L —

Then in 1524 the

King of France hired Me to

What Columbus said was investigate the New World.

true...every country was

out exploring.
However, a great area

of the New World was
unexplored.
|

My crew and | were the first Europeans
to see New Jersey.

There's
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On my ship “La Dauphine,” | sailed from France
to North Carolina and then north up the
coastline where 1 finally anchored off

Sandy Hook .
and met some of the Lenni Lenape.

\

For those of you
who aren't familiar

with New York

Harbor - that's

where the

Statue of Liberty

now stands.

And now let me introduce

Of course | couldn't speak the our next explorer...

language of the Lenni Lenape an Englishman working for the Dutch...
and they couldn't speak
Italian.
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R was done =

- | . through sign
Thank you!
- [ language. Thank you!

Henry Hudson!
Thank you...
4 No applause please.

All of our \’

communication

)
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After my good friend
Verrazano set foot in
Jersey, nearly 80 years
went by before |,
an Englishman
exploring for the Dutch,
arrived in 1609.

By 1624 a Dutch colony
was formed in what was
then called
‘the northeast territory.”

What is now

Bergen County
was called

New
Netherland.

H__.-"
/ Now, let me introduce you
] to our next guest,
Cornelius J. Mey!

Thank you, Henry... H'lo class...

I'm Cornelius J. Mey,
another Dutch explorer who in

1623 arrived in southern Jersey.

Cape May is named after me...
Yes, they misspelled my name... can

you believe it... a simple M-E-Y....

4 N

—

But, | hold no grudge...
Cape May is a beautiful
place... OK...

Let's see where was |?
Oh Yes, I'm telling you
about early
Jersey explorations.

- )
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Well, now... In 1638 a Swedish Colony settled along the Delaware River, but that
colony fell under Dutch control by 1655. The Swedish Colony was most important
because the Swedes introduced the construction of log cabins to America.

As a matter of fact... the
very first log cabin in

America was built
in New Jersey!
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Mr. Mey,

How did the British
get involved in the
exploration of
New Jersey?

Mey... and that's
a very good
question...

&

...and the best one
to answer it
is another Italian explorer...
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Thank you, Captain Mey.
Yes, it's me... Giovanni Caboto.
I'm better known to you as John Cabot.

Why the different name?

I'll tell you... I'm an Italian explorer
but | worked for the

British and they used my English name.

s ‘; — |, John Cabot or Giovanni Caboto, was the first to discover
(] mainland North America in 1497. Because of my discovery, the English
1 ﬂ« decided that all of North America belonged to Great Britain.

By 1664, the English took over all the northeast colonies.

King Charles Il granted this land to his brother, the Duke of York. <r

Now, the Duke
then gave all of the land between the

Delaware and Hudson Rivers to
Lord John Berkeley and

Sir George Carteret.
They named the land New Jersey after
the Isle of Jersey in the English Channel.






