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Introduction 
 
 The Office of Cancer Control and Prevention (OCCP) is totally dedicated to developing 
and maintaining an infrastructure to ensure coordinated and integrated cancer control efforts in 
New Jersey.  It supports the Task Force on Cancer Prevention, Early Detection and Treatment 
in New Jersey (Task Force), a Governor’s appointed body as mandated by P.L. 2005, c.280 
charged with the development and implementation of New Jersey’s Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Plan (Plan).  This evidence-based, five year strategic document is crafted to impact the 
lives of cancer patients and their families. 
 
 Funding sources include: 

o State Appropriations:  $1.5M 
$200,000 
 

o Federal Appropriations:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
                                              (CDC) Comprehensive Cancer Grant Award 
                                              $299,993 
 
o In-kind donations in the form of meeting space, printing services, and support 

have come from NJDHSS and multiple other partners. In many cases, in-kind 
donations have been sought to support conferences or other special events. 

Organizational Structure 
 

OCCP is housed within the NJ Department of Health and Senior Services as part of the 
Office of the State Epidemiologist in the Public Health Services Branch. OCCP is staffed by an 
executive director; a research scientist, who provides oversight to all evaluation activities; two 
public health representatives, one who is responsible for internal monitoring and 
communications and another who is responsible for coordinating local county cancer coalitions; 
and a secretarial assistant who provides logistical coordination. The staff services the nearly 
1200 volunteers presently engaged in implementing the Plan. 
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The Task Force is composed of a diverse 17 member, Governor-appointed body 
consisting of healthcare providers, universities/academics, pharmaceutical companies, the 
American Cancer Society, the Cancer Institute of New Jersey and cancer survivors who provide 
the oversight of the development and implementation of New Jersey’s Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Plan. 
 
 The Task Force has three Standing Committees which were instituted as a result of Plan 
recommendations: 

o The Advocacy Ad Hoc Committee has embraced every legislative initiative 
across the Plan and has developed the platform to advance these issues. 

o The Evaluation Committee developed all of the measures of effectiveness to 
assess the implementation of the NJ Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan 
through its Evaluation Plan.  This Committee also provided the Task Force 2006 
Status Report to the Governor and the Legislature as mandated by P.L.2005, 
c.280. 

o The Funding/Resource Committee researches and applies for grant funding for 
the Task Force, Workgroups and County Cancer Coalitions. 

 
To assist with implementation efforts, the Task Force created workgroups to address 

seven site-specific cancers as well as the overarching issues related to cancer prevention and 
control featured in the Plan.  The Task Force workgroups are dedicated to the implementation of 
their chapter through statewide initiatives and include: Breast, Cervical, Colorectal, Lung, 
Melanoma, Oral, Prostate, Childhood, Nutrition/Physical Activity and Palliation. 
 

Through a Health Service Grant process, each of New Jersey’s twenty-one counties has 
been awarded funding which underwrites dedicated personnel. This funding pays for the salary 
of a county cancer coalition coordinator and the development of an implementation action plan 
in accordance with each county’s cancer priorities based on the Capacity/Needs Assessment 
and the strategies described in the Plan. Mirroring participation of the state-level workgroups, a 
County Cancer Coalition has been initiated in each county, and all have completed at least one 
project at the grassroots level.  
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NJ-CCCP Organization Structure 

 

Publications 
 

o E-Newsletter: This new tool was launched to help 
build county cancer coalitions, but it is also 
distributed to the larger Task Force membership, with 
a mailing list of 1,200 recipients. The e-newsletter is 
also available on the OCCP web site. Current plans 
are to feature one coalition per quarter in the e-
newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

o CCC Web site: The current Web site is 
comprehensive and features the Plan and 
the capacity needs assessment data. It is 
used as a communication tool to keep 
interested partners informed about 
comprehensive cancer control efforts in 
New Jersey and to provide access to data 
and reports produced by the OCCP. The 
site is open to the public.  
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o Evaluation Plan: The evaluation plan describes the objectives and measures that are 

used to evaluate the progress of the first five-year Plan (2003-2007). 
 
 
Implementation Highlights 
 
Standing Committees 
Advocacy Ad Hoc: The Advocacy Ad Hoc Committee’s primary focus has been on the 
passage of the Clean Indoor Air Act.  This law was enacted in April 2006, with the exemption of 
casino gaming areas.  The committee continues to advocate for the inclusion of casino gaming 
areas, as well as continuing to advocate for funding of cancer initiatives through the budgetary 
process. 

Evaluation: The Evaluation Committee’s evaluation plan has been approved by the Task Force 
and will be used to measure progress of the implementation of the NJ Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Plan.  The committee also provided the Task Force with the mandated biennial report to 
the Governor, the Commissioner of Health and Senior Services, and the Legislature, as per P.L. 
2005, c.280. 

Funding/Resources: The Funding/Resources Committee has successfully obtained outside 
funding to support workgroup activities as well as internal operations.  For example, grant 
monies were obtained from the Lance Armstrong Foundation, the Valerie Fund and the 
American Cancer Society to implement the Childhood Cancer Survivorship Conference. A grant 
of $299,993 was obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention which funds the 
OCCP’s two public health representatives.  The Funding/Resources Committee continues to 
pursue grant opportunities to fund workgroup, standing committee, and county cancer coalition 
activities. 
 
Workgroups 
o Breast: By endorsing the Komen/NJCEED “211 Campaign”, the workgroup has expanded 

the scope of this project by representative workgroup organizations and inclusion of the 21 
County Cancer Coalitions.  

o Cervical:  Chaired by one of the Medicaid insurance providers, the Cervical Cancer 
Workgroup has risen to the charge of developing a position statement on the newly released 
HPV vaccine.  Their membership includes representation from the two pharmaceutical firms 
manufacturing the vaccine, Merck and Glaxo-SmithKline, which will synergize educational 
efforts for the public and healthcare providers on HPV’s correlation to cervical cancer.  This 
workgroup will also be evolving into the Gynecologic Cancer workgroup with the advent of 
the Second Plan (2008-2012). 

o Colorectal:  This workgroup has embraced the Dialogues for Action model destined to 
increase colorectal cancer screening rates.  Underwritten through funding from the 
American Cancer Society, the workgroup’s outcome will be a conference scheduled for June 
28, 2007 which builds on the successful conference held in March 2005.  The Colorectal 
Cancer Workgroup is also piloting the Body and Soul initiative in Mercer County. 

o Lung:  Not willing to rest after the success of the Clean Indoor Air legislation, the Lung 
Cancer Workgroup is now focused on increasing funding for the Comprehensive Tobacco 
Control Plan.  This workgroup is also closely monitoring research into new screening and 
early detection modalities and implementing New Jersey’s Action Plan developed at the 
national Comprehensive Cancer Control Leadership Institute. 
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o Melanoma:  On April 19th, the Melanoma Workgroup, in collaboration with Cooper University 
Hospital, hosted Melanoma: Update 2007. Attended by 346 healthcare professionals, the 
program was the largest continuing medical education program in Cooper’s history. The 
unprecedented program was made possible by the Cooper Cancer Institute, UMDNJ-Robert 
Wood Johnson Medical School, Lourdes Health System, the Melanoma Research 
Foundation, and the NJDHSS/OCCP. The Workgroup  continues its Train the Trainer project 
which has embraced not only skin cancer, but every school based initiative across the Plan 
in providing resources to the educational community—school nurses, health and physical 
education teachers, recreation and dance educators, and coaches.  Through in-kind support 
by the Mollie Biggane Foundation, this workgroup distributed 2600 sun safety CDs to every 
middle school and high school in the State of New Jersey through the County Cancer 
Coalitions.  

o Oral:  The Oral Cancer Workgroup’s vision extends beyond benefiting New Jersey by 
looking at national initiatives.  Recently, the workgroup petitioned and testified before the 
American Dental Association in an attempt to unbundle reimbursement for oral cancer 
screening.  They are now focused on developing national oral cancer screening guidelines 
in conjunction with the American Academy of Oral Medicine and creating a Speakers 
Bureau to be used in collaboration with the New Jersey Dental Association. 

o Prostate:  Bringing “Barbershop” to New Jersey is central to the efforts of the Prostate 
Cancer Workgroup.  Engaging local barbers, healthcare systems and the NJCEED program, 
the members are centered on increasing prostate cancer screening awareness with 
resultant increases in prostate cancer screening rates within the African-American 
population.  Nationally recognized, Barbershop’s founder and CEO is a member of the 
workgroup. 

o Childhood:  Building on the successful, first-ever NJ childhood cancer survivorship 
conference, held in May 2005, this workgroup held a follow-up conference on May 18, 2007.  
They partnered not only with the Lance Armstrong Foundation who granted the initial 
$20,000 conference award, but also with the American Cancer Society, the Valerie Fund, 
and the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund.  The follow-up program addressed the issues identified 
through the initial conference evaluation.  The workgroup also plans to develop a primer for 
primary care providers on cancer screening guidelines for the childhood cancer survivor. 

o Nutrition/Physical Activity:  New Jersey’s designation as a Fruit and Vegetable State carries 
a $1M federal appropriation which would underwrite a statewide healthy snack effort.  The 
outcome is still pending for this project.  However, the workgroup is now updating its initial 
Nutrition and Physical Activity Resource Guide which will be posted on OCCP’s website on 
a county basis, with a focus on the needs of the cancer patient. 

o Palliation:  Recognizing the need to advance the belief that palliation begins at diagnosis 
and is more than end-of-life care, the Palliation Workgroup is developing three regional 
forums – North, Central, and South – which will inform healthcare providers of symptom 
management utilizing the holistic approach, including complementary and alternative 
medicine techniques. 
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County Cancer Coalitions 
Below is a small sample of the work being conducted by the County Cancer Coalitions in their 
implementation of the Plan. 
 
 Atlantic County Healthy Living Coalition 

• A Breast Cancer Awareness Day event was held at the Richland Post Office in October 
featuring NJCEED information and the RNS Mobile Mammography Van; approximately 
100 people attended. 

• A NJCEED Breast Cancer Screening, in conjunction with the Coalition, took place at 
Shore Memorial Hospital Cancer Center; 17 women attended.  

• On January 17, 2007, the Coalition participated in the “Importance of Screening” 
program emphasizing cervical cancer screening in populations over 65. This event was 
held in conjunction with the Wellness Department at Shore Memorial Hospital. 
Approximately 60 people attended this event. 

• “Aging with Dignity in Today’s Healthcare System” was the first public outreach effort by 
the Coalition’s Palliative Care Committee presenting information to a community of 55 
and over. It was a great first effort with 52 people attendees. 

• The Palliative Care Committee is also working on a survey addressing Nurses, Allied 
Health Professionals, Community and Physicians on palliative care knowledge and 
culminated in a poster presentation at the ELNC conference Approximately 200 
professionals attended. Another effort with the college included a two day seminar for 
end of life issues held in conjunction with the Oncology Nursing Society and The Richard 
Stockton College of New Jersey. 

• On June 2, 2007, the Coalition hosted a Men’s Health Expo at Greate Bay Country Club 
entitled, “What Men Need to Know about Prostate Cancer” and featured guest speaker 
Dr. Charles Myers; over 50 attended. 

• For more information, please visit www.achlc.com 
 
Bergen County Cancer Coalition  

• In October, the Coalition along with the Bergen County Department of Health Services 
and the Bergen Council of Girl Scouts hosted a Health Fair at the NJ Meadowlands 
Environment Center. Cancers addressed were lung, melanoma, and oral; approximately 
650 people attended.  

• A program at Gilda’s Club entitled, “Do You Like to Tan? Do You Still Like to Tan Now?” 
was presented; approximately 18 teens attended.  

• The Coalition participated in the Health Ease Senior Wellness Fair in East Rutherford 
coordinating health screenings and education on numerous health and wellness 
conditions, including breast cancer, colorectal cancer and nutrition and physical activity. 
Approximately 90 people attended.  

• To promote cultural diversity, Coalition members are networking with the Partnership for 
Community Health Cultural Competency Working Group and the Multicultural Health 
Care Marketing Association.  

• The Coalition participated in a multi County Cancer Coalition (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Morris, Passaic and Union) Oral Cancer Screening Project held on April 26, 2007. 
Bergen’s location was at the Bergen County Community College.  

• The Coalition continues to promote the free services of Quitline and Quitnet. 
• For more information, please visit www.bergenpch.org  

 
 
 

  New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services 
Office of Cancer Control and Prevention 

 

6 



   Annual Report  
FY2007 

Burlington County Cancer Coalition 
• The Coalition’s Health Education Workgroup continues to hand deliver New Jersey’s 

“Quit 2 Win” materials to physician offices in Burlington County. These materials include 
a letter of introduction explaining the Coalition’s services/resources and the NJ “Quit 2 
Win” program, a “Quitline/Quitnet” poster board for a tabletop display ad, a pack of 
“Quitline/Quitnet” brochures, and a ready-to-assemble brochure holder. 

• In observance of National Nutrition Month, a food tasting event was hosted by the Health 
Education Workgroup to promote healthy food choices. There were light refreshments, 
nutrition education activities, door prizes and opportunities to “taste test” healthy foods 
and snacks. Approximately 40 adults and children attended the event. 

• Throughout the month of March 2007 for Colorectal Awareness Month, the Health 
Education Workgroup distributed colorectal cancer prevention and educational materials 
to the community; outreach efforts reached 849 county residents.  

• An oral cancer screening was held at the Burlington County Community College Dental 
Hygiene Center entitled, “Giving Burlington County Seniors a Healthier Smile.” This 
event provided free oral cancer screens and oral cancer information to older residents. 
There were approximately 40 people screened with 60 total participants. The local 
county FQHC will treat all patients referred for oral cancer treatment. 

• For more information, please visit www.co.burlington.nj.us/cancer  
 

 
Camden County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coordinator spoke on behalf of the Coalition’s Lung Cancer/Smoking Cessation 
Workgroup at the School Nurses Symposium for Camden County and stressed the 
youth “Quit2Win” program as an important step for Health Educators.  

• The ACS Camden City Cancer Initiative Workgroup designed an employee survey of 
Cancer Screening and Smoking Cessation for the major participating workplaces. The 
survey will be disseminated to the City of Camden employees, Planned Parenthood, and 
employees of the three major county health systems. Based on the results, the Coalition 
will work with the employers to achieve a 100% screening rate for cancer and carve out 
funding for smoking cessation. The South Jersey Board of Planned Parenthood of has 
accepted a new policy that all employees will have four paid hours per year for disease 
prevention, e.g., medical exams, cancer screenings, programs on smoking cessation 
and a dental exam.   

• The Coalition’s Eliminating Health Disparities/NJCEED Workgroup has completed 24 
planned outreach events with the Camden County Department of Health and Human 
Services as part of the Camden City Cancer Initiatives. The program is entitled, “Get 
Screened, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive!” 16 of these events were in Camden City itself, 
which was TWICE the number originally projected. 

• During the next year, this Workgroup has agreed to help NJCEED reach its targeted 
goals for screening men for colorectal and prostate cancer and will also join the FQHC to 
establish a Screening Mammography Service at the East Camden City location. 

• For more information, please visit www.camdencancercoalition.org  
  
Cape May County Chronic Illness Coalition 

• The Coalition, in conjunction with NJCEED, produced three Public Service 
Announcements featuring Cape May County health professionals. The PSA’s have aired 
locally on WMGM Channel 40 during the Today Show, Judge Judy, Judge Joe Brown, 
and the Montel Williams Show. These PSA’s reached about 156,000 viewers. 
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• The Coalition participated in a number of County health fairs during the months of 
October 2006 and November 2006 disseminating information on various cancers. 
Approximately 406 community members were reached.  

• The Coalition distributed Breast Cancer Awareness Kits with the OCCP message at 
drive through flu clinics to over 7,000 patrons. 

• The Coordinator continues to use the existing employer information regarding targeted 
populations to “Find the 5,000.” Informational posters have been placed in public areas 
of the County such as convenient stores, Laundromats and supermarkets. 

• The Coalition presented at two faith-based events where information was provided on 
Advocacy, Breast Cancer, Cervical Cancer and Melanoma; 52 and 57 people attended 
respectively. In an effort to reach more uninsured county residents, the Coalition and 
NJCEED will be advertising in targeted church bulletins.  

• This coming summer, in partnership with Cape Assist, the Coalition will again access the 
Junior Lifeguard Program to educate young people, ages 8-15, on the dangers of sun 
exposure.  

• The Coalition also distributed Breast Cancer Awareness kits with OCCP message and 
DOH phone number to over 1,000 patrons at various businesses.  

• For more information, please visit www.chronicillnesscoalition.com    
 
Cumberland County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coalition continues to work with NJCEED to promote free cancer screenings.  To 
date, 389 women were provided mammograms and 309 women were provided with 
pelvic exams and PAP tests.  Nineteen men were screened for prostate cancer and over 
55 county residents were screened for skin cancer. 

• A Prostate Screening was held in conjunction with the Bridgeton Health Center on 
November 18, 2006. A total of 18 men were screened.  

• The Coalition participated in “Pretty in Pink Day” promoting breast health; over 200 
visitors came through.  

• The Coalition’s “50 Over 50 campaign” is now complete. 51 women in Cumberland 
County have now received their first mammogram. 

• A program on women’s health was presented at the Vineland Spanish Seventh Day 
Adventist Church; 48 women attended and 4 women signed up for mammograms that 
day.  

• The Coalition presented in February 2007 at the 11th Annual Celebration of Black History 
Month. Presentations were given on breast, prostate and colorectal cancer with over 250 
people throughout the day receiving information. 

• The Coalition participated in a health fair sponsored by ASPIRA with a presentation on 
colorectal and prostate cancer; there were over 100 participants. 

• The Coalition also presented to residents of the Deerfield Senior Center on Women’s 
Breast Health; over 40 women attended. 

• For more information, please visit www.sjhs.com  
 
Essex County Cancer Coalition  

• The ACS’ Newark Cancer Initiative wants to bring screenings to the employees of City 
Hall and in December, the Coalition Coordinators met with the director for the NJCEED 
mobile mammography van at UMDNJ, the leadership of the Initiative, and a 
representative from the Newark Health Department to discuss ways in which the insured 
employees could use the screening services.  
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• The Coalition also participated in a Mini-Medical School Health Fair at UMDNJ. The 
Program invites community members to learn more various health topics; approximately 
15 people attended.   

• The Coalition held its second annual Free Oral Cancer Screening at UMDNJ-New 
Jersey Dental School in April 26, 2007 and collaborated with other northern county 
Coalitions, (e.g. Bergen, Hudson, Morris, Passaic and Union) with over 200 attendees at 
the Essex location. 

• The website remains instrumental in publicizing the Coalition. This quarter there were 
395 hits to the website by 245 unique visitors, of which 216 were new visitors to the site. 
This was 65% and 57% higher, respectively, than in November – December 2006. 

• For more information, please visit www.umdnj.edu/esscaweb.com  
 
 
Gloucester County Cancer Coalition  

• The Coalition’s Youth Workgroup has launched its “Cancer Awareness Youth Educator’s 
Badge.” This project has now become a statewide initiative whose model is being 
explored by the States of Pennsylvania and Delaware. The Coalition is also working on a 
youth group database.  

• The Coalition Coordinator is also a newly appointed board member of the Community 
Partnership of Southern Counties of New Jersey (Gloucester, Cumberland and Salem).   

• The Coalition’s Healthy Lifestyles Workgroup has partnered with the Gloucester County 
Department of Health to support and promote the new “Families on the Move” program 
emphasizing healthy eating and exercise for parents and their children between the ages 
of 5 and 12 years. The Coalition will sponsor a kick off event on June 2, 2007 at the 
Gloucester Institute of Technology which will include physical activities, swimming, relay 
races, exercises and nutritional foods with healthy cooking demonstrations.  

• For more information please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/gloucester.shtml  
 
Hudson County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coalition Coordinator continued to work with the Morris and Passaic Coordinator on 
the design of a multi-county oral cancer screening and public awareness campaign 

• The Director of Policy and Communications for the Hudson County Executive Office 
advised the Coalition that additional monies were paid to run the Hudson County PSA 
on cable networks including ESPN during Monday Night Football. The one minute PSA 
advocates cancer screening and was developed based on the community network 
model. The Hudson County Executive’s Office has also purchased another $45,000 to 
continue to broadcast the Hudson County Cancer Coalition’s PSA on prominent cable 
television network channels such as Lifetime, Discovery and ESPN.  

• Due to the success of the Hudson County Cancer Coalition’s PSA, the Union County 
Cancer Coalition has also made a PSA. 

• The Hudson County PSA has also become the centerpiece of a grant to RWJ 
Foundation to fund a multi-county cancer control and prevention public awareness 
campaign in northern New Jersey. The proposal is currently being finalized and was 
submitted to RWJF in April.  

• For more information please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/hudson.shtml  
 
Hunterdon County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coalition participated at the Hunterdon Medical Center’s first Women’s Health Fair 
to promote sun safety and provide information on skin cancer and sponsored the “Safe 
Fun in the Sun Family Day” event with 20 families attending. 
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• In addition, the Skin Cancer Workgroup of the Coalition has also developed a marketing 
concept for three different signs to be used as a larger social marketing campaign - 
“Kids Cook Quick”, “Don’t Get Burned”, and a UV sign.  Skin cancer awareness has 
also been introduced into the school curriculum, including school poster projects and 
media coverage. 

• The Coalition’s Latino BRFSS survey was completed and disseminated to the Latino 
community in the County; approximately 221 responded. The Coalition is currently 
working on compiling the results and will be working with the Latino Healthcare 
Committee based on the report findings to decrease disparities through outreach and 
activities. 

• The Coalition Coordinator met with the Hunterdon County Education School Nurses 
Association in September 2006 advocating for a sun safe school curriculum for third and 
fourth graders impacting about 250 students.  

• The Coalition has completed the creation of the SunWise curriculum pilot program with  
presentations scheduled at the following schools: East Amwell, Tewksbury School, 
Clinton Public School, Califon School, Holland Township, Franklin Township and Union 
Township schools. 

• For more information, please visit www.hunterdonstopcancer.org  
 
Mercer County Cancer Coalition  

• The Coalition sponsored a “Lunch and Learn” Breast Cancer Workshop for all City of 
Trenton employees on October 16, 2006. A proclamation was given to the Mercer 
County Cancer Coalition by the Mayor.  

• The Coalition, in collaboration with the City of Trenton’s Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Sisters Network, sponsored the “Trenton Breast Cancer Walk”. 
Approximately 85 walkers attended. 

• The Coalition partnered with Mercer County Brava and the NJCEED Program to kick off 
the “Barbershop” initiative with Improving the Health of our Community training in April 
2007. Approximately 12 barbers and representatives attended. 

• The “Barbershop” initiative is currently being planned for June 2007 in partnership with 
A Kut-A-Way Barbershop’s re-opening in Trenton. The event is entitled, “Going to the 
Barbershop to Fight Prostate Cancer” and is co-sponsored by NJCEED, Brava and the 
Kappa’s Fraternity.  

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/mercer.shtml  
 

Middlesex County Cancer Awareness Coalition  
• The Coalition has developed culturally appropriate cancer education literature; 

languages include Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and Asian Indian. 
• The Coalitions Consumer Subcommittee is compiling information for a informational 

booklet to distribute to patients at screenings and consults. 
• The Coalition hosted a Health Conference targeting faith-based and community-based 

organizations. A primary focus of the forum was the four most prevalent cancers 
affecting Middlesex County residents and the development of an action plan to promote 
cancer awareness. 

• The Coalition is also hosting a statewide prostate cancer conference June 20, 2007 at 
the Middlesex Fire Academy entitled, “Knowledge, Action, Survival: Promoting Prostate 
Health Awareness.” 

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/middlesex.shtml  
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Monmouth County Cancer Coalition  
• The workgroup offered melanoma awareness programs to each of the major five 

medical centers in the county. “Melanoma Mondays” began in the summer of 2006. The 
workgroup also spearheaded the statewide distribution of “The Dark Side of the Sun” 
DVD to all public and middle schools.  

• The Monmouth County Cancer Resource Directory is being planned as an interactive 
tool for the Coalition’s website and the Coalition will partner the Monmouth County 
Health Department who will provide geo-coding and mapping of the organizations listed 
in the Directory. 

• Two special educational programs, “The Purple Teas” were held on December 12, 2006 
and December 18, 2006 in Asbury Park. The programs focused on lung and breast 
cancer screening for women; 66 people attended. 

• A professional education program on Palliative Care was presented in February at 
CentraState Medical Center; 50 people attended including physicians, nurses, pastoral 
care and social workers. Another program is scheduled for Bayshore Community 
Hospital in June 2007. 

• The Coalition’s Education Workgroup actively conducts outreach activities on behalf of 
the Monmouth County NJCEED program and the Coalition and was involved with 
numerous programs, the largest of which occurred in March 2007, and collectively 
reached over 200 persons. 

• The Community Health Centers are working on an outreach program to enhance 
NJCEED’s colorectal cancer screening rates for the county when the Coalition’s FOBT 
Compliance Initiative was created. The program includes a baseline assessment of 
compliance with returning FOBT kits and developing objectives to improve the return 
rate. Return rates for 2006 of 32% have been compiled.  

• For more information, please visit www.monmouthcancercoalition.org  
 
Morris County Cancer Coalition 

• Several meetings were conducted with Betty Gallo of the Dean and Betty Gallo Prostate 
Cancer Center to identify resources and components for the planned education and 
screening prostate cancer project.  An extensive project proposal requesting $750,000 
was completed and introduced to the Health Care Institute of New Jersey for their 
preliminary review.  
A proposal, on behalf of the Coalition’s Prostate Cancer Project, has also been 
submitted to major pharmaceutical businesses based in New Jersey for funds to 
implement educational programs for the general public, medical and other health 
professionals. The program features a component that educates and recruits persons to 
participate in clinical trials. 

• The Morris County Cancer Coalition continues to collaborate with the ACS Morristown 
Initiative, St. Clare’s Community Health Trust-Cancer Action Team, and the Morristown 
Memorial Hospital NJCEED program. 

• The Coalition also participated in a regional County Cancer Coalition free oral cancer 
screening on April 26, 2007. 

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/morris.shtml  
 

Ocean County Cancer Coalition  
• The Coalition participated in “Pretty in Pink Day” in October at Ocean County College.. 

There were 71 attendees who heard a presentation by two physicians, a nurse educator 
and a cancer survivor. 
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• In conjunction with Community Medical Center, a display on colorectal cancer 
awareness topics including risk factors, early detection, nutrition, prevention and 
treatment options were presented. Physicians were present to educate the public 
about colorectal screenings; 100 plus people attended this event. 

• “Men’s Health Night” was held at SOCH on March 21st with155 men in attendance. 
Information about colorectal cancer and FOBT kits were given out; information was 
also provided on skin cancer, lung cancer and smoking cessation.  

• Two Wellness 101 programs were presented to Ocean County students with 550 
Southern Regional High school 9th graders and 339 8th graders at Pinelands 
addressing skin cancer, tobacco use, and healthy bodies. 

• “Choose to be Tobacco Free Day” was held on March 28 at the Ritacco Center in 
Toms River with an estimated 900 6th graders attending.  

• The Ocean County Adult Cancer Resource Guide is on the Ocean County Health 
Department and Ocean County Library Systems web sites and continues to get 
hundreds of hits on the Ocean County Board of Health’s web-site.  

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/ocean.shtml  
 
Passaic County Cancer Coalition  

• In the summer of 2006, the Coalition focused its efforts on melanoma with the 
distribution of the educational DVD from the Mollie Biggane Melanoma Foundation to 
every public school in the Passaic County (4 middle schools, 13 elementary schools) 
along with educational materials for lesson planning. The DVD can also be viewed 
online through the Passaic County Health Department’s website.  

• The health department also received a sub grant for public health promotion and 
advertised the Passaic County Cancer Coalition as well as the Mollie Biggane DVD. It is 
estimated that the campaign may have reached 30% of the county’s population of 
almost 500,000 residents. 

• The Coalition will be focusing on a prostate cancer education project in Paterson and 
has engaged the Reverend David Thornton, who is Pastor of an African-American 
church in the city.  

• The Coalition also participated in a regional County Cancer Coalition free oral cancer 
screening on April 26, 2007.  

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/passaic.shtml  
 
Salem County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coalition is working on a faith-based Colorectal Screening Project for 2007. The 
goal of this program is to get at least 30 people from faith-based organizations screened 
for colorectal cancer using FOBT kits; a self-addressed stamped envelope will be 
supplied to encourage return rates. 

• For the 2007-2008 fiscal year project, the Coalition plans on partnering with the South 
Jersey Family Medical Center on implementing a sun safety outreach program for the 
large, undocumented migrant population of Salem County. 

• For more information, please visit www.salemccc.njcoalitions.org  
 
Somerset County Cancer Coalition 

• The Coalition held a skin cancer screening in July with 59 participants screened and 5 
requiring follow-up. Another skin cancer awareness program for families and children 
was held August at the Somerset Patriots Baseball Park. The theme was “Safe Sun, 
Homerun!” The event was well attended with over 500 people.  
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• In November 2006, a presentation was made at the annual SOPHE meeting in Boston 
on the Somerset County Cancer Coalition. 

• The Coalition Coordinator also attended the Business Partnership Meeting with the 
Mayors Wellness Campaign and the ACS and is conducting trainings for the ACS’ 
“Active for Life” program in tandem with the Mayors Wellness Campaign. 

• For Lung Cancer Awareness Month in November 2006, a Lung Cancer Proclamation 
was issued and a press conference held, which included media coverage in the local 
papers and Channel 12 news. 

• A press release and conference was held March 21st to kick off a campaign to decrease 
smoking in municipal and county parks by offering education and signs to post in parks - 
“Little Lungs at Work.” Twenty five signs have already been distributed to parks 
throughout the county.  This is being accomplished in collaboration with the Somerset 
County Board of Freeholders and the Somerset Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependency. 

• A Nutrition and Cancer presentation was given at Somerset Medical Center; 150 people 
attended. 

• For more information, please visit www.co.somerset.nj.us/Health/ccc_index.html     
 
Sussex County Cancer Coalition 

• Approximately 200 people attended the “Healthy Kids Day” at the Hamburg YMCA.  The 
Coordinator, along with NJCEED, provided age appropriate printed materials about 
melanoma and sun safety.  Each child received a packet of Sun Signals along with 
instructions. 

• On May 22, 2007, the Sussex County Cancer Coalition re-convened after the resignation 
of its Coordinator with a review of the Capacity and Needs Assessment for Sussex 
County and the Coalition’s mission, vision, and goals as well as future Coalition events. 

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/sussex.shtml  
 
Union County Cancer Coalition  

• Free breast, cervical, colorectal and prostate screenings were offered at the Overlook 
Hospital Community Health Center at Vauxhall to uninsured residents of the Union 
Township and Vauxhall areas who met NJCEED age, income and risk eligibility 
guidelines. As a result, it is predicted that the Union County NJCEED program will reach 
88% of its cancer screening goal in 2006 compared to 72% of its goal in 2005. 

• The Coalition is committed to pursuing alternatives for alleviating the burden of 
transportation problems for individuals undergoing cancer treatment. The Coalition has 
determined that a transportation model can be created within Union County with the goal 
of this project being to develop a workable system within one municipality. Union 
Township has been selected as the prototype municipality within the county because 
several organizations paramount for the success of this project have expressed 
enthusiastic interest in it. These organizations are the Union Township’s Recreation 
Department, Department of Senior Citizens and the Board of Education. 

• To advance the efforts of the Coalition, members decided to promote its agenda with a 
televised public awareness campaign similar to the one recently done in Hudson County. 
High profile individuals in the county were identified and agreed to appear in a PSA 
advocating age and risk appropriate cancer screenings and the Coalition. The PSA was 
recorded in January 2007 and was distributed to all local access channels within the 
county for broadcasting. To increase effectiveness when managing calls prompted by 
the PSA, a phone line has been established at the Union Township Health Department. 

  New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services 
Office of Cancer Control and Prevention 

 

13 



   Annual Report  
FY2007 

• After seeing the PSA on one of the local channels, a representative from Comcast CN8 
Local Newsmakers contacted the Coalition and interviews will appear soon on CN8. 

• The Coalition has collaborated with other County Cancer Coalitions and will participate 
in a multi-county oral cancer screening event in April. Utilizing its partnership base, the 
Coalition has recruited 10 locations in Union County that will host free oral cancer 
screenings for this project. 

• For more information, please visit http://www.nj.gov/health/ccp/union.shtml  
 
Warren County Cancer Coalition 

• In June 2006, the Coalition in collaboration NJCEED, hosted “Ladies Night Out” a breast 
cancer awareness program. The event was a huge success with over 100 attendees. 

• In October 2006, another project was completed in collaboration with NJCEED featuring 
a lung cancer awareness ad for women that run during the previews at a local movie 
theater. As a result of these collaborative efforts, screening rates in Warren County 
increased 72% from 2003 to 2005.  

• In October the Coordinators completed a cancer awareness presentation on breast and 
prostate cancers with the Golden Age Group at St. Mary’s Church. Approximately 65 
people attended this presentation.  

• The Coordinators were also asked to speak about breast cancer for employees at the 
M&M Mars plant. 40 employees attended the “lunch and learn”. 

• Two educational seminars on cervical cancer were held at Warren Hospital on January 5 
and January 26, 2007; given in English and Spanish respectively. Thirty women attended 
the English seminar and 25 women attended the Spanish seminar. 

• Through the months of January through March 2007, the Coordinators completed cancer 
education with approximately 410 8th grade students at Lopatcong, Belvidere, Oxford, 
White Township and North Warren Regional Middle Schools. Students were educated 
on lung, melanoma, breast, cervical and testicular cancers. 

• On January 30 and 31, 2007, the Coordinators educated 800 high school students at 
North Warren Regional High School on lung, melanoma, testicular, breast and cervical 
cancers. 

• Last January, 25 employees from the Wal-Mart in Phillipsburg were educated on lung, 
melanoma, breast, colorectal, cervical and prostate cancers; this presentation was 
offered as a “lunch and learn”.  

• For more information, please visit www.warrenstopcancer.org       
 

A Look to the Future 
 

o New Jersey’s model for implementing its Plan at the county level, by including local 
health departments, has been recognized by the National Association of County and City 
Health Officials. 

o New Jersey has also been held out as a model by the CDC and its partners at the 
recently held Comprehensive Cancer Control Leadership Institute and has been cited by 
the CDC in its comprehensive review of all state and territorial cancer plans as 
evidenced by its many notations of New Jersey’s accomplishments.  

o New Jersey is recognized nationally by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and has been included as one of ten states in CDC’s case study of 
implementation best practices.  These best practices will be included in the first technical 
assistance guidelines destined to be utilized by every comprehensive cancer control 
plan. 
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o CDC funds are being utilized to enhance OCCP’s website by geocoding the cancer 
resources captured through the first-ever, statewide Cancer Capacity/Needs 
Assessment.  This centralized repository of information for the cancer patient and their 
families can only continue to grow with reliable and credible information intended to 
empower the citizens of New Jersey. 

o The OCCP is currently working with the Task Force, its Standing Committees and 
Workgroups in the development of the second Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan 
(2008-2012) for submission to the Governor July 2007. 

 
 
OCCP will continue to expand its own vision and mission for New Jersey’s citizens and strive for 
an environment of inclusion and customer service as it continues to implement the New Jersey 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan.    
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