
 

DYFS receives a complaint 
regarding suspected child 

abuse/neglect and 
conducts an investigation 
and concludes suspicions 

are “substantiated.” 

DYFS determines 
whether to remove 
the child from the 

home of the 
biological parents. 

DYFS refers the child to the NJEIS to 
determine whether the child has 

developmental concerns that require 
early intervention. 

DYFS conducts a Comprehensive 
Health Evaluation for Children (CHEC) 
to determine, among other things, the 

developmental needs of the child.1 

Determine the need 
for NJEIS evaluation/ 

assessment. 

Service Coordinator 
documents in the child’s 
record that the child was 

referred pursuant to a finding 
of abuse/neglect, and makes 

contact with the family to 
determine if there are other 
areas of concern that the 
Service Coordinator can 

assist the family with (if none, 
close the file).  Finally, inform 

family that certain public 
expense services are still 

available despite ineligibility 
for direct services. 

No Yes 

NoYes
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DYFS provides the SCHS-CMU with a 
copy of the CHEC report so that it may 
be used for purposes of determining 
whether to conduct a comprehensive 

NJEIS evaluation/assessment.1 

Strongly urge the 
family to privately seek 
ongoing pediatric care. 

Service Coordinator 
documents in the child’s 
record that the child was 

referred pursuant to a 
finding of abuse/neglect, 

then either collects 
information from a 

private source or, with 
parent consent, arranges 

for a comprehensive 
NJEIS 

evaluation/assessment to 
determine the child’s 

needs.

Determine if child is 
presumptively eligible 

for NJEIS service. 

NoYes 

Explore the 
family’s areas of 
concern, develop 

an IFSP and 
provide necessary 

NJEIS services 
consistent with 
NJEIS policies 
and procedures 
and with prior 

written parental 
consent. 

A Targeted Evaluation Team 
member shall review the DYFS 
nurse’s Strengths and Needs 

Assessment or any other screening 
(i.e., EPSDT) document to 

determine the need to conduct 
evaluation/assessment.2 

Determine if the 
child/family is 

eligible for NJEIS. 

No

Explore the family’s 
areas of concern, 

since the screening, 
develop an IFSP and 

provide necessary 
NJEIS services 

consistent with NJEIS 
policies and 

procedures and with 
prior written parental 

consent. 

Yes 

Explore family’s areas 
of concern regarding 

the child since the 
screening.  Also, 

provide information 
related to external 

resources available. 
1  In several of these cases, a Managed Medicaid Health Maintenance Organization may be involved. 
2  DYFS will conduct Strengths and Needs Assessments at local District Offices on all victims of abuse/neglect. 


