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Unexplained Deaths and Critical Illnesses Project (UNEX)
Surveillance for Unexplained Deaths (SUDS)
Project Overview and Case Submission Instructions

SUGGESTED LOCAL CASE EVALUATION

Local case evaluation should include but not be limited to the following:

Routine histopathalogy

Bacterial culture of percutaneous femoral blood

Viral culture of nasopharyngeal swab

Toxicologic evaluation on femoral blood (preferred), urine or vitreous fluid

(If collected) Bacterial culture of deep lung swab, cerebrospinal fluid, tissue swab or stool

SPECIMEN SUBMISSION AND CDC LABORATORY EVALUATION

Evaluation of specimens at CDC is primarily focused on pathology-based evaluation of fixed autopsy tissues,
including routine histopathologic evaluation (H&E, special stains) and immunohistochemical assays (IHC). PCR
and serologic assays are also available. Testing is directed by histopathologic findings at autopsy and/or
significant clinical and exposure data.

Formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissues from all major organs, with particular importance placed on organs
showing significant histopathology, should be made available for submission. Frozen tissues collected from
primarily involved organs may also be submitted.

Clinical specimens collected during hospitalization or at autopsy should also be submitted. Important clinical
specimens include: cerebrospinal fluid, pleural fluid, tracheal aspirate, nasopharyngeal or oropharyngeal swabs,
whole blood, paired serum.

Specimen submission instructions are detailed in Attachment 2.

Do not send specimens prior to contacting the CDC Project Coordinator to discuss case enrollment.

REPORTING A CASE
To discuss submitting a case or for _ Sarah Reagan, MPH
additional project information, contact: : CDC UNEX Project Coordinator

Phone: (404) 639-3158
Email: SReagan@gcdc.gov
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