Minutes

N.J. Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NJCBVI)

State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)

Friday, October 1, 2010

Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center 

130 Livingston Avenue

New Brunswick, NJ

Acting Chair person– Jim Dougherty
This meeting is held in compliance with Section 105 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act 1973, as amended.  This meeting is also in compliance with the N.J. Open Public Meeting Act, NJSA 10:4-6.

PRESENT: Jim Dougherty, Vito Desantis, Bruce Kassner, Rob Paige, Heather Klauser, Ed  Kowalec,  Annemarie Cooke, John Walsh, Heather Smith-Bermudez
Alice Hunicutt Mike Kossec, Perkie B. Cannon, Greg Patty (by phone).
Jim called the meeting to order at 9:41 a.m. Approval of minutes of the June SRC meeting was tabled until December because a quorum of eight members was not present.
Federal and State Update: Vito noted that some $137 million in federal matching funds was turned back (compared to $80 million last year) by state VR agencies across the country because of many states’ inabilities to procure matching funds. CBVI requested $500,000 of these monies and received them; DVRS (NJ Department of Labor) did the same for $1 million.

Alice Hunicutt will assume directorship of the NJ Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services and will be replaced on the CBVI SRC  as SPAN representative by Nicole Pratt who will attend the  Oct. 27 100th anniversary celebration and  the December SRC meeting. All present congratulated Alice on her new position.
Connected by phone, Greg Patty noted that the Commission’s VR Unit achieved successful closures (meaning employment) for 288 clients . This represented  an increase over last year’s total of 279.

Mike Kossec, who manages Quality Assurance for the Commission, added that 59 clients who had significant other disabilities also surpassed one of the federal quality indicators of receiving more than minimum hourly wage for their work.
Noting the current state of the economy, Vito said  that the ARRA money received by the CBVI surely affected the higher successful closure numbers.

Client Satisfaction Survey: Vito  said that overall, the results were positive while clients still were having difficulty finding employment. Discussion of specifics was tabled until the next meeting when greater attendance was expected.
College  Funding Changes: John Walsh reported that a challenge through the Client Assistance Program to the Commission’s current method of reimbursing college expenses to some 300  clients who are full-time or part-time college students. 
The Commission currently requires all students to complete a FAFSA to determine  amount of family contribution. Federal regulations require that means tests be waived for students who are eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  The challenge by a client accused the CBVI of being out of compliance by requiring sharing of the college costs by the student’s family.  Consulted by the Commission, the RSA determined the challenge was correct.
Vito added that the CBVI spends $ 1.5 million . Reimbursement is at the rate of the lowest-priced state university. Without a financial means test, “we could break the bank” without family participation under the FAFSA.   Currently, the Commission reimburses students at a rate of  $4495 for undergraduate tuition

 and $5560 for graduate school. Funding for college will have to be reviewed and possible changes made in light of these developments.
Rob Paige noted his agency reimburses for in-county community college tuition even if the student attends from out of county and thus must pay the difference.

Alice said DVRS pays $3200 for grad tuition. She also noted that her agency feels a responsibility to be efficient with taxpayer dollars and “get the best bang for the buck” when it comes to tuition reimbursement.

CBVI 100th Anniversary Celebration: Vito noted that the CBVI is the oldest state agency in New Jersey and the third oldest blindness agency in the U.S. There will be a gala celebration on October 27 at the Woodbridge Hilton and it will be funded by the NJ Foundation for the Blind, not state dollars.

Heather Smith-Bermudez requested assistance with W-9 form processing so NJ Transit can be a vendor at the celebration.

Presentation of a plaque to past SRC Chair Chris Fossel was rescheduled to the December 3 meeting.

Summer College  Prep Program: Greg  noted that 22 students participated with six auditing college courses for no credit and the other 16 earning college credit. 

There was a brief discussion about the College Prep Experience that included Vito, Greg and John and several SRC members. Vito said the SRC would be involved in the program next summer with modules on use of mass transit as well as self-advocacy. The JKRC also is being rewired to enhance use of technology. Funding for the rewiring will come from reallocation funds. Jim D. also recommended students transition into the Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center before college to learn skills and independence because in high school, everything is done for them.
The CPE was more cost-effective: Vito said this year’s program cost $120,000 to $130,000 compared to $300,000 for the previous summer program for CBVI high school clients at Drew University in Madison.

Vito also noted that at the next meeting, there will be a presentation about planned upgrades to the JKRC including wiring for computer service and planned on-line courses from the Hadley School for the Blind for all clients.

Work Skills Program: John Walsh reported that 20 high school age students who are blind and have other disabilities successfully completed the two-week course at The College of New Jersey.

John and Dr. Jerry Petroff, our contact for the program, presented to the National Employment Conference about this success of this program which is in its fifth year and includes employment-related components such as job-shadowing.

Each student had to present a power-point program about themselves and their work goals. These goals and assessments will become part of their individualized assessment reports.
There followed a brief discussion about gaining state accreditation for the program as a continuation of the school year and whether school districts should be paying the tuition for participating students.

Old Business and New Business: None

Open Forum: Alice said her organization, SPAN, is part of START  (State Training Assistance Resource Team) network and that in September, she and Bill Freeman made a presentation to the group about transition which is on the SPAN website: www.spannj.org START is a partnership of SPAN and the N J Department of Education.

Heather Klauser said her agency served as representative payee monitor for Social Security’s PABS.
The CBVI will be participating October 14th  in the annual Disability Mentoring Day sponsored by Bank of America/Merrill Lynch at its midtown Manhattan headquarters.

Rob Anderson reported staffing at DVRS is down 40 percent.

Adjournment: Alice made the motion and Perkie seconded it at 11:15 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled to be held December 3, 2010
