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Meeting Location:
Monmouth County Human Services Building, Kozloski Road, Freehold

Date:
May 15, 2009

Attendance:  Mary Gay Abbott-Young, Ruben Abreu, Linda Chapman, Anthony Comerford, Bill Daly, Roberto Flecha, Ian Gershman, Connie Greene, Manny Guantez, Elizabeth Hill, Phil Horowitz, Jonathan Krejci, Pat Labunski, Diane Litterer, Harry Morgan, Susan Neshin, Jass Pelland, Vera Sansone, Barbara Schlichting, Sue Seidenfeld, Evelyn Sullivan, Lewis Ware, and Ernestine Winfrey.

State Staff:  Lew Borsellino, Elizabeth Conte, Dennis Donovan, Raquel Mazon Jeffers, Lisa Mojer Torres, Geralyn Molinari, Harry Reyes, Dona Sinton.

Welcome and Introductions

Manny Guantez welcomed everyone and members approved the minutes from the March meeting.  Raquel Mazon Jeffers welcomed the newest member of the PAC, Pat Labunski.
DAS Report 
DAS will no longer provide coffee and donuts at this meeting due to the State Budget.  Fiscal Year 2009 lower than expected $1 billion deficit.  Fiscal Year 2010 $2 billion deficit.  All departments are required to submit new 2010 budget.

DAS has submitted an application to SAMHSA for the Offender Reentry Program.  There was an RFP for an assessor and a new MAP network and Co-Occurring network that were issued as part of this grant application.  DAS asked for a quick turnaround because of the Federal Government timelines and requirement that partners be ‘on board’.  Evelyn Sullivan asked why Camden was chosen and Raquel stated it was the Parole Board’s decision, the agency with which we are submitting the application with jointly.
Raquel advised that every 3 years DAS gets reviewed by CSAT and CSAP as part of a Core Technical Review.  CSAT will visit July 20 through 24, 2009 and CSAP will visit August 4 through August 6, 2009.  Some providers will also be visited
On Friday, May 22, 2009 DHS will have a Mandatory Furlough Day and then again on June 19, 2009.  Methadone agencies must get their exceptions before the 22nd.
Manny Guantez received a letter from Jon Pog, Acting Director of the DHS Division of Mental Health Services, that they will not renew their contract with Turning Point to provide short-term residential treatment for clients with mild to moderate co-occurring disorders for the fiscal years 2009-2010.  Manny explained that beginning June, 2009, Turning Point will no longer be able to accept referrals of clients who would previously have been treated under their DMHS contract for short-term residential treatment. This includes clients who have more severe mental disorders and less severe substance disorders or Quadrant II as defined in the CSAT TIP #42 (Treatment of Clients with Co-occurring Disorders).
Additionally Manny advised that according to Mr. Pog since there is now a State Co-Occurring Disorders Task Force, they will be evaluating treatment needs between Substance Abuse and Mental Health.  Manny stated that he is hopeful that the Task Force will recommend new funding initiatives.
There was discussion about Drug Court clients having previous history of violent offenses.  According to some PAC members violent offenders have entered Drug Court.  In addition, many of the Drug Court clients have increased in complexity of Co-Occurring Disorders, housing issues, and many other issues necessitating additional services. 
Raquel advised that she was invited to present to the State Parole Board about addiction and she was able to talk about Medically Assisted Treatment and Treatment Behind the Wall.
Raquel stated that she would utilize the next PAC meeting to have a discussion about Criminal Justice and substance use disorders.

Raquel advised that Dr. Thomas McLellan, President and CEO of the Treatment Research Institute (TRI), has been nominated as the next Deputy Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy
Health Care Reform at the National Level

Parity for Substance Abuse and Mental Health

Discussion on Medical Homes Paper
There was a lengthy discussion between members about the 2009 paper by the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare entitled “Behavioral Health / Primary Care Integration and the Person-Centered Healthcare Home. Some of the topics were as follows:


What is a “medical home for Substance Abuse”?  

What would you like to see in the medical home?


What do we mean by behavioral healthcare?


Health care reform.

How do we integrate substance abuse and primary healthcare?
It was mentioned that in the Health Care Reform Bill they do not mention Mental Health or Substance Abuse.

Additionally there was discussion about the Cancer Center of New Jersey model at Robert Wood Johnson in New Brunswick.  The discussion pertained to the fact that they have a team and all components are built in.  The discussion led to many models including the chronic disease model, harm reduction, etc.

Sue Neshin stated that to do the team approach all members of the team must be present for it to be successful.

Phil Horowitz stated that in order to use the Harm Reduction models, we need to change the culture of addiction in the U.S.

Vera Sansone stated we have pieces of this in New Jersey through our PACT teams.

Linda Chapman stated how important it is to have connection to the nurses.

Raquel stated the public health approach embraces a chronic disease model where the client is encouraged to reduce the harmful consequences of addiction.  A key component is to teach clients self-care and provide tools to the client.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Prevention – Connie Greene reported for Don and it was recommended that the CPS credentials be attached to Prevention grants.  Commitment to evidence-based practices was discussed.  Connie suggested a quarterly meeting for Prevention specialists and there should be more emphasis on intervention.
Work First - Liz Conte 
Discussed the restructuring of the recovery mentor definition and clinical supervisor.
Recovery Support - Lisa Torres reported for Vicki Fresolone.  Topics they discussed were:  Tangible product, Recovery plus, Recruit recovery plans, Barriers that exist

Next PAC meeting will be June 26, 2009.  Note that this is different from original calendar.

