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Meeting Location:
Monmouth County Human Services Building, Kozloski Road, Freehold

Date:
October 16, 2009

Attendance:  Mary Gay Abbott-Young, Ruben Abreu, Tony Comerford, William Daly, Connie Greene, Manny Guantez, Philip Horowitz, Jan Krolack, Diane Litterer, Jass Pelland, Vera Sansone, Barbara Schlichting, Evelyn Sullivan, Maria E. Varnavis-Robinson, Lew Ware, and Ernestine Winfrey 

State Staff:  Elizabeth Conte, Vicki Fresolone, Mollie Greene, Raquel Mazon Jeffers, Lisa Mojer Torres, Geralyn Molinari, and Dona Sinton 

PAC Business
Manny Guantez welcomed everyone and the September minutes were approved.  

The Bylaws were handed out for review, and some suggested changes were discussed.  Revised draft by-laws will be emailed to the membership and a vote will occur at the next meeting.
DAS Report
DAS was not awarded the Offender Re-Entry (SAMHSA) grant.  
There will be a CSAT federal conference next week to improve business practices, and a team from NJ including Raquel and Lew will be going, and Raquel will be one of the presenters.
The new DCA regulations have been published.  Liz Conte handed them out to the members that were present today.  One of the main changes is that beginning October 10, 2009 all supervisors for CADC interns must be pre approved.  There was much discussion procedures have not been announced by DCA yet. Liz stated that DAS will be sending out a FACT sheet, but that this issue is pertinent to the field and will be reviewed.
Raquel advised the members that DAS has been asked to submit budget cuts for 2011.  
She suggested that providers attend the budget forms which are beginning November 19, 2009.  She advised how important these forums are and that Commissioner Velez is committed to the forums and she takes them quite seriously.  Raquel suggested that we continue to advocate for the field.

Raquel and Mollie discussed the closing of Parkside.  They stated that all but 50 clients have been successfully transferred.  In addition they advised that Urban has been assigned the Parkside contract and that within 18 months there will be an RFP for the services. They stated that they moved close to 600 clients thanks to Ann Wanamaker. Raquel advised that the child welfare clients will be moved to Delaware Valley and the mobile van to Urban.
Raquel discussed the closing of Seabrook’s residential facility for woman and children. She advised that DAS is planning to do an RFP for 30 beds.

Vicki advised that the Co-Occurring Task Force was completed in June.  She stated that there will be draft report to reconvene the task force so that they can present the report and the suggestions.
Raquel discussed how DAS and NJHAMA will be working with Connecticut to learn more about their model of co-occurring collaboratives based on DDCAT survey created by Dr. McGovern.  The DDCAT index is a fidelity instrument for evaluating addiction program services for persons with COD.
Raquel talked about FFS and the fact that all of the outpatient child welfare initiatives will be FFS some time in 2011.  She did preface this by advising that this will only be done if everything is in place with the new fiscal agent.  She explained that they are working with their new fiscal agent on the system design and that CSC has been a very able partner to date.  
Raquel mentioned the new DAS Income Eligibility (DASIE) pilot had the kickoff October 14, 2009 and it went well.

Presentation

Mollie did a presentation on Targeted Case Management.  She advised that DAS is working with John O’Brien, a National consultant, to get Case Management in NJ.

There was a long discussion pertaining to this, and there was much feedback with the ways in which it could happen and how it could work for NJ.

Many members thought this should occur under the umbrella of a licensed agency and Raquel explained that the license regulations do not provide for this type of service.  If it were under DAS this would be a contracted structure rather than a regulated one.

Vera Sansone mentioned that ICMS is getting stimulus money and perhaps something could be subcontracted through that system.

Mollie explained that Case Management is not treatment and that we should begin looking at getting people into recovery not into treatment.  Treatment is the means to the end.  It was a wonderful discussion with much feedback on both ends.

The next quarterly meeting will be November 6, 2009.
The next PAC meeting will be November 20, 2009

