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Meeting Location:
Monmouth County Human Services Building, Kozloski Road, 




Freehold, NJ

Date:


August 20, 2010

Attendance:   
Linda Chapman, Anthony Comerford, Roberto Flecha, Ian Gershman, Connie Greene, Manny Guantez, Elizabeth Hill, Phil Horowitz, Jon Krejci, Jan Krolack, Diane Litterer, Harry Morgan, Jass Pelland, Vera Sansone, Barbara Schlichting, Sue Seidenfeld, Evelyn Sullivan, Megan Sullivan, Maria Varnavis-Robinson, Linda Voorhis, and Lew Ware
State Staff: 

Mollie Greene, Donald Hallcom, Raquel Mazon Jeffers, Harry Reyes, Dona Sinton 
PAC Business:

The meeting was called to order and the July minutes were approved.

Presentation:

In honor of National Recovery Month (September) there was a presentation by Jaime Devereaux pertaining to the Recovery Walk scheduled for September 25, 2010.  The walk will take place at Penns Landing, Philadelphia, Pa.  Check in time will be a 7:00 a.m. but the official walk starting time is 9:00 a.m.  According to Raquel there will be buses that are sponsored from A& E and will likely charge $5.00.

There were some questions from the members about whether or not providers can use an agency vehicle to drive a client and if you could use funds to purchase tee shirts.  Raquel advised that she would get back to the members via email.

Announcements:

Raquel talked about the merger between Mental Health and Substance Abuse.  She stated that there is a merger advisory committee and Kevin Martone has invited representatives from different agencies to participate. The first meeting will be September 15, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. (Raquel handed out the invitee list)

Members commented that, unlike the PAC, invitees are from organized groups and/or coalition agencies. Tony Comerford recommended that someone from The Division of Child Behavioral Health should be on the committee.

Raquel advised that each County in NJ has been holding meetings and that most of the meetings were convened by the county Mental Health groups.  Raquel will be attending a meeting in September of the State Mental Health Association and the County Mental Health Directors.

Raquel stated that internally there has been a second meeting of senior staff and they are drafting their values, vision, and mission statement.

Raquel stated that the posting for the Assistant Commissioner position has been closed.  
There were some questions about licenses and Harry Reyes advised that the licensing component has not changed at this time.  Harry Reyes also advised that next Thursday, August 26, 2010, NJAMHAA is hosting a meeting for substance abuse agencies for information on how to obtain a mental health license.

Raquel stated that she believes there is a way to bring licensing and regulatory bodies together and streamline the process.  She asked the question, “ What is the model for integrated care?”  We must give significant thought to what is the service model we want before we do anything else otherwise we will not be able to achieve the vision we want.  She talked about primary health, mental health, and substance abuse as one structure.

She stated that we must do the regulations in a thoughtful way to consider how best to support an integrated model of care.  Mollie said that DAS is looking at other states and their service systems (i.e. recovery home models and housing models).  Harry Morgan asked if there will be provider input on the licensing issues and Raquel said yes, an open opportunity for all stakeholders will be convened.

Raquel advised that the CSC billing has been launched.  According to Raquel DAS has paid 2.8 million worth of claims.
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She advised that every agency has been assigned a case contact person.

There were 7 global program issues in the system.  It looks like DAS has identified the programming issues and is working with the agencies on denied claims.  Today, August 20, 2010, is the deadline to let DAS know if you need assistance on denied claims.
This process has brought attention to the NJSAMS training needs of the providers.  There are plans to put together a training resource calendar hopefully by September 30, 2010.  DAS is looking at E-training, webinars, and face-to-face.

Ian recommended that we utilize the agencies that are super NJSAMS users to train other providers.  Raquel advised that LOCI training is also needed.

Roberto said that the speed of NJSAMS and the administrative module is not too good.

Raquel advised the Drug Court enhancement package should be out this week.  They will honor old pre-authorizations until the new package is out.

In looking at DASIE issues, they realize that DASIE does not allow you to get a prior-authorization on the client that you have not admitted.  Geralyn is currently working on a fact sheet that will go out by the end of today.  

In addition, there was discussion about many agencies not discharging and then the other agency cannot admit the client.

Mollie stated that the revised policy on extension requests before the launch now includes an appeals process and this should be out by next week.  DAS is managing extension requests.

CIMS – only a handful of July contracts that have not been executed – 75% are complete.

Harry Morgan asked if DOC is still committed to the MAP program and Raquel and Mollie said yes.

There was a question about the status of Post House beds.  Raquel advised that Kintock is applying for a license to provide substance abuse treatment in Burlington County to fill the Post House beds.

Raquel announced that the next quarterly provider meeting is September 30, 2010 at DDD.

Dona Sinton talked about the block grant; she handed out the overview of the proposed expenditures for the fiscal year 2011.  Dona explained how to review the block grant application on the website.  
Dona reminded the members that the October 2010 meeting will be the last meeting for the current PAC members.   New PAC membership begins November 2010.  There will be a meeting today of the Nominating Committee after this meeting.
Next PAC meeting will be September 17, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.


