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COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

Happy New Year! I hope you were able to enjoy the holiday season. This time of year signals new beginnings for many people. For us in state government, the commencement involves a Legislature with 40 new members. Public service is an awesome and daunting experience with many challenges but countless rewards. DHS extends our warmest welcome to the new officials and we thank those departing for their individual and collective contributions to government. 

The DHS e-update will continue weekly this year with distribution expected on Wednesdays. Frequently I will share this space with Division News since so much is happening within the department. Feel free, as always, to share your thoughts or suggested topics by emailing me at dhscommissioner@dhs.state.nj.us. To be added or removed from our listserv, email Nicole Brossoie.
DIVISION NEWS 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)
The January edition of DDD Today is available online. This month’s issue highlights DDD’s December submission of proposed amendments in the Community Care Waiver (CCW) to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

The newsletter also features a Partner Profile on Dr. Deborah Spitalnik, the Executive Director of the Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities, at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey - Robert Wood Johnson Medical School Department of Pediatrics, where she is also a Professor of Pediatrics. The Boggs Center focuses on services as well as on research.  It provides community trainings and technical assistance, interdisciplinary preparation of medical students, and disseminates information and educational materials.  

And, Woodbridge Developmental Center has a new CEO, Daniel Rosen, Ph.D.  Dr. Rosen has extensive experience in executive management having served as CEO of both the International Center for the Disabled in New York and the disabilities agency ARI of Connecticut.  Dr. Rosen has a BS from Cornell University, an MS and PhD from Fordham University and did post doctoral study at Columbia and Harvard.

Division of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH)

The DDHH January newsletter is available online.

Division of Addiction Services (DAS)

On January 4th, DAS announced two awardees for the Bloodborne Disease Harm Reduction Act – Supportive Housing RFP. The programs will create two Intensive Supportive Housing teams to provide for the treatment of 62 individuals with substance abuse problems who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)

The Division would like readers to know that the Governor’s Council on Mental Health Stigma has launched its new website. The Council was created in 2005 as a result of recommendations from the Governor’s Task Force on Mental Health. Its mission is to combat mental health stigma and create a better mental health system in New Jersey.

Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services (DMAHS) On December 29th, President Bush signed legislation that extends the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) through March 2009. The statute does not expand coverage eligibility under the program but allows states to maintain current program criteria for enrollment. 

Also, as announced by Governor Corzine in December, Horizon NJHealth began offering affordable health insurance for all children under a new plan called NJ FamilyCare Advantage. The buy-in, which started on January 1st, will allow parents earning above 350-percent of federal poverty level to purchase health insurance policies for their children. A fair, but reasonable monthly premium – ranging from $137 to $411 depending on family size -- will be charged for coverage. Information on how to enroll can be found by calling 1-800-637-2997. 
Office of Public Affairs – Community Outreach

For the Holidays, over 4,000 unwrapped toys were collected by state departments for distribution to the Division of Youth and Family Services, non-profit organizations and individual constituents. DHS and its divisions accounted for over 600 donations. 
