DHS e-update for Wednesday, February 06, 2008
DIVISION NEWS

Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS)

Last week, Deputy Commissioner Ann Kohler testified on the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) before the House Energy and Commerce Sub-committee on Health. Her presentation focused on NJ’s experience with SCHIP and the negative impact the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ SCHIP directive is likely to have on its program. The hearing, titled “Covering Uninsured Kids: Missed Opportunities for Moving Forward”, also included a panel of nationally recognized stakeholders and state policy-makers. 

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)
DDD reminds readers that the New Jersey Institute of Technology’s Guttenberg Scholarship Fund continues to provide financial assistance for qualified students with physical disabilities. The annual award, a minimum of $2,500, may be applied toward the cost of tuition, fees, room and board, and/or a range of coordinated services available at NJIT to meet the special needs of students with disabilities.  The scholarship is renewed each year, provided the student remains in good academic standing. Interested candidates must apply to NJIT through the regular admissions process.  The admissions office can be reached at (973) 596-3300, or email admissions@njit.edu.
Division of Addiction Services (DAS)
A federal ad campaign by Partnership for a Drug Free America was launched on Super Bowl Sunday to highlight the nation's escalating problem of prescription-drug abuse by teens. Its debut was designed to reach a vast audience and raise awareness among parents and children. The 30-second ad featured a clichéd drug dealer waiting by a quiet pay-phone for drug calls while bemoaning the fact that his sluggish business is a result of kids ‘getting high for free by raiding the medicine cabinet at home’. Although overall teen drug use is down nationwide, young people ages 12 to 17 abuse prescription drugs more than any illicit drug except marijuana, according to "Prescription for Danger: A Report on the Troubling Trend of Prescription and Over-the-Counter Drug Abuse Among the Nation's Teens," a formal report the drug policy office released in January. 

DIVISION NEWS 
DHS Save the Date!!

The 5th Annual New Jersey Division on Civil Rights Disability Law Conference entitled, Protecting the Rights of People with Hearing Loss will be held on Friday, February 29th at the NJ Law Center in New Brunswick. Check the DDS website for registration information. 

Division of Disability Services (DDS)

Director Bill Ditto was recently invited to speak before the National Governor’s Association Health & Human Services Committee at its upcoming meeting in Washington, DC. He will talk about state innovations in long term care with specific reference to New Jersey’s success with the Cash & Counseling Program. Governor Jon S. Corzine is the Vice-Chair of the Committee and Governor James Douglas of Vermont is the Chair. 

Also, last month, Bill Ditto began serving as President of the National Association of State Head Injury Administrators (NASHIA), a trade organization that assists state governments in promoting partnerships and building systems to meet the needs of individuals with brain injury and their families. 

Division of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH)

The February DDHH Monthly Communicator is available online. This month’s edition offers tribute to Black History Month and specific recognition to the National Black Deaf Advocates (NBDA). It also features an article about the Equipment Distribution Program, which has dispersed more than 4,700 hearing access devices since 1993.

And, on Monday, January 28th, the NJ Senate Commerce Committee approved legislation that would mandate health care providers to cover medically-necessary hearing aids for individuals 15 years old and younger. The measure, entitled Grace’s Law, would specifically require health insurers to allow this coverage every 24 months and be limited to $1,000 per hearing aid. It also would allow for families to select hearing aids priced higher than $1,000 as long as the families pay for the difference. There are several more steps in the legislative process before the measure reaches the Governor for action.
