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DIVISION NEWS 


Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS)


Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ has launched its NJ FamilyCare ADVANTAGE � HYPERLINK "http://www.horizonnjhealth.com/members_nj_familycare_advantage_apply.asp" ��website� complete with � HYPERLINK "http://www.horizonnjhealth.com/members_nj_familycare_advantage_eligible.asp" ��eligibility� rules and online � HYPERLINK "http://www.horizonnjhealth.com/pdf/NJFC_AdvantageAppNew.pdf" ��application�. NJ FamilyCare ADVANTAGE is an affordable health insurance available to all children in families over the 350% federal poverty level. Premiums will range from $137 to $411 depending on family size. More information can be obtained by calling, 1-800-637-2997.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)


As NJ’s state hospital population has decreased dramatically over the past several decades, the DMHS is faced with creating community-based services for consumers with complex needs.  As such, DMHS has produced the Home to Recovery – � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmhs/CEPP_Plan_1_23_08_FINAL.pdf" ��CEPP Plan�: a strategy to facilitate the timely discharge of Conditional Extension Pending Placement (CEPP) patients in NJ’s state Psychiatric Hospitals. The focus of the report, spanning state fiscal years 2009-2014, is to reduce the length of stay on CEPP, reduce hospital admissions including inappropriate admissions, and hence decrease the state hospital census. New Jersey’s commitment to the mandates of the U.S. Supreme Court decision of Olmstead v. L.C., 119 S.Ct., 2176 (1999) has directly influenced the long-term strategic and management plans of DMHS and the Division of Developmental Disabilities. 





Division of Addiction Services (DAS)


Last week, DAS made four award announcements totaling $350,000 for services to individuals with hearing loss or disabilities. Funding for this RFP came from an annual appropriation from the Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction fund. Awardees include, the Center for Family Services in Voorhees, the University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ in Piscataway and Cerebral Palsy in Ewing Township.





Also, membership positions are available for the new DAS Citizens Advisory Council. This group will provide a client-centered perspective on addiction treatment and prevention issues in the state. � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/das/MemberNotice_CitizensAdvCouncil.doc" ��Applications� are due to DAS by March 21st.
























































COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


This year’s state budget presents unprecedented fiscal challenges that could well result in deep cuts and reductions in services. I encourage readers to be heard in this debate. Governor Jon S. Corzine has recently launched a � HYPERLINK "http://www.nj.gov/governor/citizeninput" ��Spending Cut Suggestion Tool� on his website. For those who have been unable to attend the Governor’s town meetings, this method empowers advocates, consumers and stakeholders to give direct feedback. Urge your colleagues, organizations, membership and faith-based groups to mobilize and engage in these very important discussions. Your voices can make a difference.





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.





DIVISION NEWS 


Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)


The early February edition of � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/newscenter/DDDToday_Feb08_I.pdf" ��DDD Today� is available online. The publication features an update on the Olmstead Implementation and Advisory Planning Council as well as information on the Crisis Intervention and Stabilization Services for Adults. 





Division of Disability Services (DDS)


DDS has posted the NJ Strategic Plan on Employment of People with Disabilities, � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dds/publications/CES_StrategicPlan_Draft.pdf" ��“DiscoverAbility”�. In New Jersey, as in the United States as a whole, residents with disabilities are half as likely as those without disabilities to be employed. Among those individuals in the state with a disability who are employed, both earnings and household incomes are lower than their non-disabled counterparts.


Recognizing the value of all people in terms of their abilities and assets, New Jersey will work to enhance job and career opportunities for people with disabilities, reform delivery systems, and create partnerships among people with disabilities, their families, employers, as well as the public sector and service organizations to meet New Jersey’s critical workforce needs. 


Note: The final plan has been sent to the Centers for Medicare Medicaid Services (CMS.
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