DHS e-update for Thursday, February 28, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

As you know, Governor Corzine presented his FY’09 budget proposal this week before the state Legislature. As expected, the news was a grim reminder of the fiscal challenges facing our state. As we await further detail on the impact to services and programs for DHS and other state departments, I think it’s important to acknowledge the Governor’s courage and commitment to financial restructuring. In what is surely one of the most difficult budget years in recent memory, the Governor is steadfast in prioritizing and protecting what he believes are the core responsibilities of government: education, public safety and caring for the state’s most vulnerable citizens. Many of these tenets intersect directly with our mission at DHS. As the budget process unfolds, we will work with our advocates and stakeholders to continue to use judiciously the resources we’re appropriated to serve our clients, residents and patients effectively.

Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please email Nicole Brossoie with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.

DIVISION NEWS 

Division of Disability Services (DDS)

Last week, Director Bill Ditto spoke before the National Governor’s Association Health and Human Services Committee in Washington, DC. His presentation, which received positive feedback from the participants, focused on NJ’s Cash & Counseling Program. 

Also, DDS is hosting a Women’s Anti-Violence Education (WAVE) seminar for women with disabilities. The workshop focuses on self awareness, boundary setting, self defense techniques and skills in de-escalating situations. National studies show that women with disabilities experience the highest rate of personal violence of any group in our society today. Yet, they are often overlooked or inadequately served by law enforcement or community services. As a result, women with disabilities in violent situations feel devalued and unsupported. WAVE is an event for, and about, education and empowerment. 
DIVISION NEWS 
***DHS Spring Budget Forum Notice**

DHS hosts Regional Budget Forums bi-annually. The Spring forums are an opportunity for stakeholders, families, clients and providers to present their thoughts and opinions on programs, services and expenditures as outlined in the Governor’s proposed ’09 budget. The forums will be held on the following dates:

· Monday, March 24 from 3:00-5:00 PM at the Gloucester County Community College in Sewell NJ

· Monday, March 31 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Middlesex Fire Academy in Sayreville NJ
· Friday, April 4 from 10:00-12:00 PM at the North Jersey Developmental Center in Totowa NJ.
DHS Office of Diversity Management and Inclusion (ODMI)
Last week, ODMI co-hosted an informal panel discussion on bilingualism in the workplace. The program successfully created an opportunity for open dialogue on what has become a very controversial topic. Panelists included: Amy Gottlieb, Esq., Program Director of the American Friends Service Committee Immigrant Rights Program; Robin Parker, Esq., Executive Director and former N. J. Deputy Attorney General and Pamela Smith Chambers, Training Director, of the Beyond Diversity Resource Center. The moderator of the event was Deborah Boykin-Greenberg, Affirmative Action Officer, Office of EEO in the Department of Personnel. Through the use of teleconferencing capabilities, DHS was able to broadcast the interchange to a variety of off-site locations. The expanded audience and interactive model enhanced the participation and value of the event tremendously.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

DDD is hosting a unique educational and informational presentation called “Life Line for the Journey.” It is specifically designed for parents and guardians of children with developmental disabilities and aims to help families consider the appropriate steps in planning for children with developmental disabilities, from birth through age 14. The presentations will be held on multiple dates, throughout the state from March until June. Please register online or by calling the Family Support Center at (800)372-6510.
