DHS e-update for Tuesday, March 04, 2008
DIVISION NEWS

Division of Addiction Services (DAS) The week of March 9 – March 16 has been designated National Problem Gambling Awareness (NPGA) Week. The National Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG) is presenting the Sixth Annual Problem Gambling Awareness Week promotion -- a grassroots public awareness and outreach campaign. The goal is to educate the general public and health care professionals about the warning signs of problem gambling and raise awareness about the help that is available locally and nationally. 
Research shows that 2%-3% of the US population will have a gambling problem any given year. That’s 6 to 9 million Americans, yet only a small fraction seek out services such as treatment and self help recovery programs. 

Division of Family Development (DFD) As the tax filing deadline approaches, DFD reminds readers that Governor Corzine expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) program to include nearly 300,000 additional low-income workers and their families. Thousands of New Jersey families could be eligible to receive credits when they file their federal and state income taxes. This is especially true for tax year 2007 since the state income-eligibility now mirrors the federal standard, allowing more people than ever to qualify. 
Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) The NJ Senate passed legislation (S-625) on Monday that would ban smoking on the grounds of state psychiatric hospitals if a year-long smoking cessation program has been developed and/or offered to both employees and patients. The Assembly Human Services Committee is expected to consider similar legislation on Thursday, March 6.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) The new edition of DDD Today is available online. This issue features information on the Dual Diagnosis Task Force convened by Commissioner Velez to examine service delivery issues, particularly in the area of crisis care, affecting adults and children with dual diagnosis and their families. The issue also highlights a new column titled ‘Family Ties’ which presents personal stories from division employees honoring their own family members or close friends who have or had a developmental disability.
DIVISION NEWS 
***REMINDER: DHS Spring Budget Forum Notice

DHS hosts Regional Budget Forums bi-annually. The Spring forums are an opportunity for stakeholders, families, clients and providers to present their thoughts and opinions on programs, services and expenditures as outlined in the Governor’s proposed ’09 budget. The forums will be held on the following dates:

· Monday, March 24 from 2:00-4:00 PM at the Gloucester County Community College in Sewell NJ.
· Monday, March 31 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Middlesex Fire Academy in Sayreville NJ.
· Friday, April 4 from 10:00-12:00 PM at the North Jersey Developmental Center in Totowa NJ.
Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) In recognition of ‘Save Your Vision Month’, CBVI reminds readers that 50-percent of all cases of blindness or severe vision loss can be prevented by early detection of disorders and the appropriate follow-up care. Project Prevention is a gateway for low income New Jerseyans to receive regular, no-cost vision screenings at 22-sites throughout the state each month. CBVI has updated the site information for 2008.

As an educational tool, CBVI has linked to a vision simulation presentation that models a variety of sight-related diagnoses including, Glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration and peripheral vision loss. The pictures only serve as a representation of various vision diseases and should not be used for diagnosing purposes.

Also, there are a host of college scholarship opportunities for adolescents who are blind or visually impaired. CBVI has compiled a list of available resources for interested college-ready candidates.

Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund (CICRF) The CICRF program supports families with children who have uncovered eligible medical expenses due to a catastrophic illness.  A catastrophic illness is any illness or condition, acute or chronic, for which expenses are incurred that are not fully covered by insurance, state, federal programs, or other sources and exceed the program's eligibility threshold. For more information or to apply, call 1-800-335-3863.

