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DIVISION NEWS

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

DDD is co-hosting the 2nd annual Real Life Choices Conference on Saturday, April 5th. This year’s event features a keynote address by Darius Weems -- a 15-year-old with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy -- who traveled with college-age friends cross-country from Athens, Georgia to Los Angeles, California and created a video chronicling their journey. The quest: to have MTV’s show ‘Pimp my Ride’ customize Darius’ wheelchair.

Real Life Choices was created out of a desire to give a person and their family members a strong voice and the power to make their own choices, to offer them the flexibility to meet their unique needs, and to enable them to accommodate their individual lifestyles. The vision of Real Life Choices shifts the power from the professionals to the individual and their family members, and it recognizes that the individual should be able to direct the delivery of his/her own services.
Also, on March 6th, Assistant Commissioner Ken Ritchey testified before the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee about the DDD waiting list for community-based residential services. His remarks focused on defining and enumerating the subcategories that comprise the Community Services Waiting List (CSWL) and detailing various alternative methods to reducing the volume of individuals awaiting placement.

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)

On March 6th, Assistant Commissioner Kevin Martone testified in support of legislation that would permit a ban on smoking on the grounds of state psychiatric hospitals if a smoking cessation program is offered.  The bill, identical to legislation already approved by the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee and the full Senate, was released from the Assembly Human Services Committee and awaits passage by the full Assembly before heading to the Governor’s Desk for consideration.

Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please email Nicole Brossoie with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.

DIVISION NEWS 
REMINDER: DHS Spring Budget Forum Notice

Monday, March 24 from 2:00-4:00 PM at the Gloucester County Community College in Sewell NJ;
Monday, March 31 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Middlesex Fire Academy in Sayreville NJ;
Friday, April 4 from 10:00-12:00 PM at the North Jersey Developmental Center in Totowa NJ;
*Directions to each of the forum sites can be found here.  In addition, the Senate and Assembly will hold Legislative public hearings for the FY’09 budget at various locations from March 12th through April 1st. 
Division of Addiction Services (DAS) As the St. Patrick’s Day holiday approaches -- and the parades and ‘bar crawls’ commence, DAS reminds readers to celebrate responsibly. Holidays, traditionally thought of as a time for grand celebration, can be especially difficult and painful for those individuals and families struggling with substance abuse disorders. If you or someone you know has difficulty celebrating in moderation, please refer to the NJ Drug Hotline, 1-800-238-2333.

DHS Services A-Z As news of a struggling economy continues to pervade the media, DHS reminds readers that services are available to eligible NJ residents to help them weather periods of temporary unemployment, homelessness, depression and/or loss of health insurance. NJ Helps allows individuals to self-screen and apply for over 30 programs including NJ FamilyCare, TANF, Food Stamps and the One Stop Career Center. Mental Health crisis centers can be accessed by county for depression-related symptoms and behavior. For a comprehensive directory of all the DHS programs and services, see the DHS A-Z list on the department’s website.

Division of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) The March edition of the Monthly Communicator is available online. Highlighted was the “5th Annual New Jersey Division on Civil Rights Disability Law Conference: Protecting the Rights of People with Hearing Loss”, and ‘Hold the Date’ information about the upcoming Deaf and Hard of Hearing Awareness Day at Six Flags Great Adventure on Saturday, June 14th. 
