DHS E-update for March 28, 2008
DIVISION NEWS
Division of Family Development (DFD) As the tax filing deadline approaches, DFD reminds eligible readers to apply for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), a program for low-income workers and their families that provides credit toward tax payment based upon specific financial criteria. In addition, the IRS is offering tax rebates called Economic Stimulus Payments for families earning under $150,000 or individuals with incomes less than $70,000. More information can be found by contacting your tax preparer or by visiting the IRS website. 

Also, tax assistance for people with low-income or disabilities can be found by calling 2-1-1 from any telephone, or logging on to www.nj211.org. Click “I need help” and scroll down the “Search Database” list. Click “Tax Information” and “Tax Preparation,” then click “Search” for a list of community locations providing tax assistance. There are 132 programs listed in a variety of locations.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) The Seventh Annual NJ Self Directed Supports Conference will be held on Saturday, May 10th at the Doubletree Hotel in Somerset, NJ. Living a life with ‘Self Directed Supports’ means clients and their families working together with staff, family, friends, and community members to facilitate the client’s desired quality of life. This conference focuses on providing the insight and skills needed to work effectively with staff and helping them get the skills to work effectively with clients. 

Division of Disability Services (DDS) The DDS Resource 2008 guide is available online for download. It is a comprehensive statewide directory of programs and services for individuals with disabilities, living and working in New Jersey. The directory provides easy access to concise information on services and resources available at all levels of government, or through advocates, community organizations and professionals working to assist people with disabilities. For more information about the directory and the information included, call DDS at 1-888-285-3036.
DIVISION NEWS 
REMINDER: DHS Spring Budget Forum Notice

Monday, March 31 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Middlesex Fire Academy in Sayreville NJ;
Friday, April 4 from 10:00 AM -12:00 PM at the North Jersey Developmental Center in Totowa NJ;
*Directions to each of the forum sites can be found here.  In addition, the Senate and Assembly will hold Legislative public hearings for the FY’09 budget at various locations from March 12th through April 1st. 

DHS Notice A Fair Housing Accessibility Training seminar will be held Friday, April 18th from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the NJ Law Center in New Brunswick. The free one-day conference, sponsored by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, will feature sessions on Accessibility Requirements, Disability Rights Laws and Enforcement. Use this link for more information and to register.

Division of Addiction Services (DAS) DAS is still accepting applications for individual New Jersey residents who are interested in participating as members on its internal Citizens Advisory Council.  Members will represent the various and diverse interests, issues and perspectives of consumers of substance abuse treatment services, including families, employers and others who are affected by addictions.  The Council will function as a resource to the Division through which to communicate and collaborate with “consumers” in fulfilling its mission of developing and sustaining a system of client-centered care. The DAS Citizens Advisory Council will work in tandem with other established consumer advisory boards and organizations throughout the State who share common interests and concerns.
Division of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) DDHH has updated its Organizations Serving People with Hearing Loss in NJ directory. The guide is a one-stop resource that provides detailed information about educational, employment, recreational, religious and consumer services, among other categories. The listings in the booklet are in alphabetical order. You will note the format includes the name of the organization, mailing address, e-mails, Web sites, TTY, Video Phone (VP) & fax numbers, and a brief summation of services including contact information.
