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DIVISION NEWS 


Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) In partnership with the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness and the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management, DDHH is presenting a course this week, entitled “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cepintdi.org/pdf/NJSP-CEPIN-Registration.doc" ��Emergency Responders and the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community: Taking the First Steps to Disaster Preparedness�”. This course provides individuals with hearing loss and emergency responders with the basic skills they need to communicate with each other in a variety of emergency situations, including terrorist attacks and natural and biological disasters. Course participants gain the skills they need to prepare for, or respond to, an emergency situation involving individuals who are deaf, deaf-blind, hard of hearing or late-deafened. 





Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) The Division’s Central Office has moved from Carnegie Center in Lawrenceville to Hamilton Township. The new address is: 5 Commerce Way; Hamilton Township, NJ 08691. The mailing address is: PO Box 726; Trenton, NJ 08625-0726 and the toll free number is: 1-800-832-9173.





Also, the new issue of � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/newscenter/DDDToday_Mar08_II.pdf" ��DDD Today� is available online. This issue features information about some of the many training opportunities that are available through the various DDD community-provider agencies.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) The new � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmhs/DMHS_newsletter_mar_2008.pdf" ��DMHS News Bulletin� is now available online. This issue features information regarding the Division’s ‘Home to Recovery – CEPP Plan: a strategy to facilitate the timely discharge of Conditional Extension Pending Placement (CEPP) patients in NJ’s state Psychiatric Hospitals. 





Division of Disability Services (DDS) As part of the Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Implementation Grant, DDS is approaching the conclusion of their open public forums for individuals with brain injuries, their families and advocates. Only two of the 7 dates remain: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dds/publications/ForumFlyer_DruckerBI.pdf" ��April 14, 2008�, 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dds/publications/ForumFlyer_RehabSpecialists.pdf" ��April 23, 2008�, 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 





DEPARTMENT NEWS


DHS STATE BUDGET HEARING SCHEDULE:


DHS will be testifying before the Senate Budget Committee on Monday, April 28th at 10 a.m. on Medicaid issues and at 2 p.m. on department-wide issues. On Tuesday, April 29th the Commissioner will testify before the Assembly Budget Committee at 9:30 a.m. on all DHS fiscal matters.





This week, Attorney General Anne Milgram, Commissioner Velez and Commissioner Heather Howard (Department of Health and Senior Services, DHSS) appeared before the Assembly Budget Committee. The hearing was the first occasion the three department leaders have testified together regarding their respective roles relative to Medicaid – with particular emphasis on waste, fraud and abuse.





The State Auditor issued a report last week that described deficiencies in some of DHS’ eligibility and procurement procedures. Regarding the findings, Commissioner Velez stated:





“The transparency that auditing provides is of paramount importance…and while I am pleased to report that some of the Auditor’s recommendations were already underway…there is no question about the value of his recommendations. We will hold accountable those who choose to ignore the law and pursue fraudulent practices at the expense of the public’s money…I [maintain a] very firm commitment to ensure that the state’s money is indeed spent appropriately.”





NJ’s Medicaid and FamilyCare programs insure over one million residents – that’s one in eight New Jerseyans. 





Medicaid also supports nursing homes, hospitals, institutions and group homes for senior citizens and disabled people. Approximately $10 billion a year in state and federal dollars -- nearly two-thirds of which is incurred by DHS – is combined to support these services. 
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