DHS e-update for Wednesday, April 16, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

Deputy Commissioner Ann Kohler has been tapped to assume the role of Director with the National Association of State Medicaid Directors (NASMD). She will start in July.

NASMD is a bipartisan, professional, nonprofit trade organization of state Medicaid agencies that serves as a focal point of communication between the states and the federal government, and provides an information network among the states on issues pertinent to the Medicaid program.

As you may already know, Ann has been a strong advocate for New Jersey’s Medicaid issues before our Legislature, Congress, government sub-committees, and a variety of state and national organizations. Her depth of  knowledge of the issues and ability to convey them in any setting – before any audience and with little notice – make her a natural for this new position.

Ann began with the Department of Human Services in 1979. She has served in a variety of capacities but is most recognized for her roles as Medicaid Director and most recently as Deputy Commissioner over the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services, the Division of Disability Services, Budget and Finance. 

Between 1996 and 1999, Ann also served as Medicaid Director for the State of New York.

I’ve known Ann for over a decade. From our first introduction, she has been a great resource, a strong supporter, a tireless advocate and a friend.

Ann will be with us to serve as a resource throughout the FY’09 budget process. Please join me in congratulating her on this wonderful career opportunity.

DHS STATE BUDGET HEARING SCHEDULE:

DHS will be testifying before the Senate Budget Committee on Monday, April 28th at 10 a.m. on Medicaid issues and at 2 p.m. on department-wide issues. On Tuesday, April 29th the department will testify before the Assembly Budget Committee at 9:30 a.m. on all DHS fiscal matters.

DIVISION NEWS 

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)
On April 7th Governor Jon S. Corzine signed legislation into law (S-625/A-2308) that permits a smoking ban on the grounds of state psychiatric hospitals if a smoking cessation program is offered for a full year in advance. As a result, DMHS will be able to open the new Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital smoke-free and begin to phase-in a smoking ban at the four other state-operated psychiatric hospitals. Accepted research in the field of mental health reflects that people with mental illness live an average of twenty-five years less than the general population and approximately seventy-five percent are estimated to be addicted to nicotine.   The approval by the Governor of this landmark legislation supports DMHS’ efforts to move toward a system which focuses on wellness and recovery.
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) 

On Thursday, April 24, 2008 from 4pm to 7pm, the New Jersey Association of Community Providers (NJACP) is hosting a conference call.  The purpose is to give families of individuals who have developmental disabilities an opportunity to learn about community living for people with disabilities.  Families can call in to ask questions, or they can just listen.  NJACP is gathering a panel consisting of provider agencies, families and consumers to answer any questions posed. This an important opportunity for families of individuals in the developmental centers, as well as the community, to have their questions answered in a non-intimidating and anonymous way.  More information can be found on the NJACP announcement flyer.

Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 

The April edition of the DDHH Monthly Communicator is available online. It features information about the upcoming Deaf and Hard of Hearing Awareness Day at Six Flags Great Adventure on June 14th. The issue also provides additional insight from the recent New Jersey Division on Civil Rights' 2008 Disability Law Conference, "Protecting the Rights of People with Hearing Loss." DDHH Director David Alexander and columnist Jennifer Millman elaborate on the relevant themes.

