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DIVISION NEWS 


Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 


In an effort to better serve the senior citizens of New Jersey, DDHH has reached out to the twenty-one county Offices on Aging to introduce to the services we provide for those with hearing loss. Recently, DDHH Field Representative Traci Burton was a guest speaker at the County of Hudson Area Agency on Aging Providers where she discussed topics such as the Equipment Distribution Program, CART and interpreter referral services, various publications the division provides and the Assistive Device Demonstration Centers.  There was also an equipment demonstration on several devices including the CapTel and amplified telephones, pocket talker, vibrating alarm clock, FM system and TV Ears.  Several county meetings are scheduled. If you are interested in hosting a similar presentation, please contact Ms. Burton at 609-984-7281 or by e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:traci.burton@dhs.state.nj.us" ��traci.burton@dhs.state.nj.us�. 





Also, DDHH would like to remind you that every May, the nation's attention is focused on hearing loss during Better Hearing and Speech Month. It is the time during which there is a major push to get more people screened for hearing loss. If you or someone you know is having difficulty with hearing, contact your family doctor for a screening or see a licensed audiologist.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)


Trenton Psychiatric Hospital CEO Teresa McQuaide recently co-authored an article regarding the importance of Clinical Nurse Specialists in NJ’s state psychiatric hospitals.  The report is titled “Implementing the Clinical Nurse Specialist Role in a Regional State Psychiatric Hospital” and was published in the March-April 2008 issue of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.cns-journal.com/pt/re/clnnursespec/pdfhandler.00002800-200805000-00012.pdf;jsessionid=LX4CxnYqPnRZFv5hNQW683v2YTSySLfJg11y1PFYp7Dp4yjrJJ9s!1379360954!181195629!8091!-1" ��Journal of Clinical Nurse Specialists.�





Also, at a recent statewide mental health conference, the Senior Director of the Center for Mental Health Services with the Substance Abuse, Mental Health Services Association (� HYPERLINK "http://www.samhsa.gov" ��SAMHSA�) touted New Jersey as being at the forefront of the national recovery movement.

















COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


As mentioned in the section below, I testified before the Senate Budget Committee along with various members of my senior team regarding the Department’s proposed budget for state fiscal year 2009. Our budget is the largest in state government and more than half of those funds are drawn from the federal government. We employ about 16,000 people, more than 75% of whom work in our five psychiatric hospitals and seven developmental centers. The work we do impacts about 1.5 million NJ residents daily – one in 8 people. That’s an astounding figure with sobering responsibilities. Our prudent fiscal and operational management is essential to ensuring the social safety-net plans are as strong as possible. With this year’s budgetary challenges, we are even more aware of our duty to the people we serve. If you didn’t attend, feel free to use the links under the DHS State Budget Hearing Schedule section to listen to the proceedings. 





I’d also like to remind readers that this is � HYPERLINK "http://covertheuninsured.org" ��Cover the Uninsured Week�. Each year we join with organizations such as hospital trade groups and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.njpca.org" ��NJ Primary Care Association� to highlight the more than 1 million people in NJ without health insurance. DHS’ provider-partners, including Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), hospitals, churches, schools, non-profit social service groups and others conduct outreach, education and application assistance for individuals who may be eligible for Medicaid, � HYPERLINK "http://www.njfamilycare.org" ��NJ FamilyCare� and now, � HYPERLINK "http://www.horizonnjhealth.com/members_nj_familycare_advantage.asp" ��NJ FamilyCare ADVANTAGE�. These efforts are so important. Until universal health coverage is a reality we must continue to do all we can to educate and encourage individuals without health insurance to pursue these alternative means. 





DHS STATE BUDGET HEARING SCHEDULE:


DHS testified before the Senate Budget Committee on Monday, April 28th. The testimony and � HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/MEDIA/OLS_MEDIA_PLAYER.HTM?wma=!%7bA%7dhttp://rmserver.njleg.state.nj.us/internet/2008/SBAB/0428-1000AM-1.wma!" ��five-hour hearing� can be accessed online. The � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/SenBudgetTestimony1MedicaidApr28_08.doc" ��morning session� focused on the Medicaid budget and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/SenBudgetTestimony2Apr28_08.doc" ��afternoon session� covered the remaining DHS divisions.


**The Tuesday, April 29th Assembly Budget Committee hearing has been rescheduled to Tuesday, May 6th. **
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