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COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

In the course of preparing for and supporting a prudent budget plan, it is important to note the hard work our department staff does to make it all happen. Having completed our Legislative budget hearings, I’d like to thank the individuals who generated the summaries, projections and reports required for me to respond on behalf of the department. Your contributions are much appreciated.

I’d also like to thank the many stakeholders in the human services community who offered constructive suggestions regarding the priorities outlined in the FY’09 proposed budget. In this challenging fiscal environment, much care was taken to preserve our resources and advance a few long-standing initiatives. With creativity, sensitivity and reason, in collaboration with many of our provider-partners and sister-agencies, we presented a thoughtful plan. 

In closing, I have a short public service announcement: On June 11th, the NJ Community Development Corporation will be having a building dedication ceremony in honor of former DHS Commissioner William Waldman in Paterson. The building will be named the William Waldman Independence House and serve as a transitional living facility for homeless and aging-out young men between the ages of 17-21. It is located in Paterson’s Great Falls Historic District. 

Many of you have heard me talk about the inspiration Bill Waldman has been for me. His passion for human services is what brought me from private industry to state government. I am still awed by his will, his enthusiasm and his spirit. He continues to be a mentor and a friend. This honor represents the positive impact Bill Waldman has had on so many lives he’s touched throughout the years. 
For more information on this new facility and its mission, email or call Bob Guarasci at the NJCDC, 973-413-1600.

DIVISION NEWS 

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

The first May edition of DDD Today is available online. This issue features the one year retrospective of Assistant Commissioner Ken Ritchey. He shares his perception on the status of a variety of initiatives undertaken by the Division and highlights the continued collaboration with stakeholders and provider groups that bolsters the success of these programs.

Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) HOLD THE DATE: This year’s Trenton Thunder Blind and Visually Impaired Awareness Night will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, July 25th at Waterfront Park in Trenton, NJ.  “Covering the Bases” is an event to promote the full community inclusion and awareness of the potential and achievements of individuals who are blind and visually impaired.

Office of Public Affairs – Community Outreach (OPA) Last week for Bring Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day, OPA offered a program entitled “A Person with a Disability is a Lot Like Me”. This successful presentation gave kids the opportunity to learn from individuals with physical disabilities and visual impairment. The participants were open and honest about the challenges they face including, physical obstacles and discrimination. The Division of Disability Services has a parent and teacher guide for children’s books on a variety of disabilities. The list provides age-appropriate, disability-specific resources to educate and sensitize children and young adults.

Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) The May Monthly Communicator is now available online. This month’s issue features information about the upcoming Six Flags Great Adventure Deaf and Hard of Hearing Awareness Day in June, summer programs for deaf children, the new Tri-State Deaf Club and the Celebrity Read Program. The Director, David Alexander, uses his column to detail the success of a recent training session entitled “Train the Trainer” and shares information about an upcoming class entitled, ‘The Unheard Voice: Violence Against Women with Disabilities”. More details on this and other training opportunities will be posted in subsequent issues of the Monthly Communicator.
Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please email Nicole Brossoie with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.

