DHS e-update for Friday, May 23, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

On May 19th, I had the pleasure of delivering the commencement address at the Rutgers University MSW graduation ceremony. Participating in this event was very meaningful because 377 individuals were committing themselves to a life of social service. In fact, two of our own DHS employees received degrees that day: Amy Taklif and Renee Davidson from our Division of Disability Services (DDS). Many congratulations to them and the other graduates!

Social Work pioneer Jane Addams once said, “What, after all, has maintained the human race on this old globe, despite all the calamities of nature and all the tragic failings of mankind, if not faith in new possibilities and courage to advocate them?” This philosophy is what calls people to social service – a belief in humanity and the desire to turn that belief into action.

I’m incredibly optimistic that these 377 energetic women and men chose social service as their vocation. Already they are change-agents because of their purpose. The future is bright with their potential. 
DIVISION NEWS

Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS) On Monday, May 12th, Governor Jon S. Corzine and Congressman Frank Pallone held a press conference to outline legislation he introduced that would void a more stringent (250% FPL) income eligibility cap imposed by the Bush Administration to the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). New Jersey’s maximum income allowance for NJ FamilyCare is 350% of the federal poverty level. 

Then on Thursday, May 22nd, a measure introduced by U.S. Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg, and designed to counteract the Bush Administration’s so-called “August 17” directive passed the Senate with a veto-proof margin. The amendment language also included a moratorium on seven other controversial Medicaid regulations.

New Jersey Policy Perspective recently released a report, A Step Backward, detailing the severe impact Bush Administration regulations would have had on NJ’s uninsured children.
DIVISION NEWS 

Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund (CICRF) The CICRF has earned an Emmy Nomination for its general service announcement (GSA), one of only three nominees from 3,000 submitted. The GSA features a CICRF recipient family testimonial of how the Fund helped relieve the financial burden of their child’s illness. CICRF has produced a number of GSAs over the past several years, featuring several different families each year who step forward to tell their stories to help raise public awareness of the Fund’s benefits. Commission Fund recipients can choose to remain anonymous, but many become public advocates so that families across New Jersey can learn how the Fund might help them avoid financial disaster due to excessive medical expenses from a child’s illness. For more information about CICRF and its grant eligibility, see the website or call 1-800-335-FUND (3863).

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) 

Trenton Psychiatric Hospital (TPH) in Ewing celebrated its 160th Anniversary last week. Then known as the New Jersey Lunatic Asylum, TPH was the first of New Jersey’s five public mental health hospitals and began serving patients on May 15, 1848. The hospital opened with 86 patients and eventually – in 1954 -- reached an unbelievable census of nearly 4,000. The development of major medicines and significant changes in psychiatric treatment lead to the gradual reduction of the number of patients who needed hospitalization. The current census at TPH is just over 400 patients. 

Disaster & Terrorism Branch (DMHS) Earlier this month, a devastating tropical storm, Cyclone Nargis, ravaged the Irrawaddy Delta region of Myanmar (Burma). In the wake of this catastrophic event, it is estimated that potentially 100,000 or more people may have died. In addition, tens of thousands more are still missing and hundreds of thousands have been left homeless. For information on how to make a contribution, or if you or someone you know is experiencing emotional distress related to this tragedy, you can reach the New Jersey MentalHealthCares' Disaster Mental Health Helpline at the toll free number, (877) 294-HELP (4357). A TTY line is also available at (877) 294-4356.
