DHS e-update for Friday, May 29, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Last week, I issued an Administrative Order to realign professional and therapeutic resources at Ancora Psychiatric Hospital. The announcement took place during a press conference with Governor Jon S. Corzine, Assistant Commissioner of Mental Health Services, Kevin Martone, Interim-CEO, Greg Roberts, union representatives and consumer groups. 
Our intent is to refocus certain aspects of the hospital’s operations, and to support the employees in their daily work. By establishing clear treatment categories, redistributing existing resources and setting achievable benchmarks, we will measure our effectiveness. 
I won’t use this space to detail the Administrative Order. There are many news articles in which the specifics are listed and, if inclined, you can read the full text on our DHS website. The document is simply a very public vehicle we used to codify the work we’ve done, and continue to do, to better serve the people with whom our psychiatric hospitals have been entrusted. 

During the Governor’s visit – his third in the last year – he met with and heard from Ancora employees about their daily experience with patients. Direct care in any capacity, and especially in our psychiatric hospitals, can be a physically grueling, emotionally exhausting profession. Hands down, the vast majority of our workers are dedicated to the wellness and recovery of our patient population. 

I think it’s important to note that managing psychiatric hospitals always presents challenges. These new guidelines will facilitate our ability to minimize those challenges with this transformative blueprint.
The Division of Mental Health Services’ staff has been squarely focused on making Ancora and our other hospitals the best they can be. The entire team is talented, dedicated and relentless -- in the best of ways  -- and we all benefit from their tireless efforts. 
In closing, I want to extend special thanks to our provider partners, consumer advocates, Ancora staff and the local and state officials for the support and cooperation that inspired this re-organization.

DHS Public Service Announcement

The Secretary of State’s Office recently launched ‘VolunteerNewJersey.org’ a one stop source for volunteer information to which organizations can add their names and register for free. Among the comprehensive list of non-profit agency and government sites is a ‘useful links’ section that includes social service resources. 

DIVISION NEWS 

Division of Addiction Services (DAS)

The United States Senate recently approved Resolution 534 designating the month of May 2008 as National Drug Court Month. The drug court movement has grown from 12 original drug courts in 1994 to over 2,000 operational drug courts as of December 2007. Drug courts play an essential role in facilitating recovery for many individuals with substance abuse issues.
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

The Bi-Weekly edition of DDD Today is now available online. This issue features information about The National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities Services (NASDDDS).
Division of Disability Services (DDS)

DDS is hosting an upcoming seminar entitled, ‘New Tools for Success: Benefits Planning 2008 -- Health Care and Benefits Training on Work and Disability on June 11th and 12th. Participants will increase their awareness of how individuals with a disability can access and retain needed benefits after paid work begins. 

Council on Mental Health Stigma

On May 22nd, the Council held its first Annual Ambassador Awards ceremony during which 16 individuals and organizations were honored for their work in raising awareness about mental health stigma and educating the public about mental illness. Included among the recipients was Joe Pantoliano (Sopranos) for his honesty regarding his own mental illness in a recently published memoir ‘Who’s Sorry Now: The True Story of a Stand Up Guy’, and the creation of his non-profit organization, ‘No Kidding, Me Too!’, dedicated to ending the stigma on mental illness.
