DHS e-update for Friday, June 6, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Last week I participated in the Association for Children of NJ’s (ACNJ) press event to release its annual NJ KidsCount report which serves as a fair and balanced measure of how well government is addressing a host of issues affecting NJ children. 

KidsCount 2008 lays out very clearly where we’ve been successful – and where we still have improvements to make. One of the starkest, indeed the toughest fact, is that the rate of child poverty is unchanged – and in some counties, worsening. This is a matter that affects so many areas of social services because poverty impacts housing, health care, education, employment and crime. 

With all that we’ve tried to do with NJ FamilyCare we still need to do better when now 1 in 8 children have no health insurance – up from 1 in 10. We’ve recently kicked off NJ FamilyCare Advantage – now offered through Horizon NJ Health, which allows families the opportunity to buy into our FamilyCare program – at affordable rates – for kids whose family income exceeds 350% of the poverty level – and I sincerely hope that next year’s Kids Count report will be able to report some positive results with respect to the effectiveness of this program. 

Other advances worth noting in this report include: An increase in our food stamp participation – which is a critical support for families; the numbers of children in foster care or other out-of-home placement have plunged statewide between 2003-2007 – and dropped in nearly every county; the state of early care and education for our youngest kids – and the opportunities and possibilities for success that our pre-school expansion undoubtedly will reveal; and the fact that New Jersey’s investment in our children’s public school education is showing positive results.

Needless to say, we’ve got huge challenges ahead – and government certainly can’t do it all.  But we need to be sure we keep trying and investing our limited state resources in initiatives that have a real chance at getting us the results that we intended – that our kids deserve.

DIVISION NEWS

Division of Disability Services (DDS)

The Spina Bifida Association presented Joseph M. Amoroso, DDS’ Disability Services Specialist, its “Barbara Joan Metz Humanitarian Award” in recognition of his contributions to the disability community.  Mr. Amoroso was presented with the award at the Spina Bifida Association Regional Conference in Edison, NJ on June 1st.

Division of Addiction Services (DAS)

A bi-annual report on the Needle Exchange Treatment Initiative (NETI) – a Plan for the Establishment and Funding of Regional Substance Abuse Treatment Facilities – was submitted to the Legislature in late April is available for review online.

In related news, DAS last week launched a state-of-the-art mobile medication unit to kick off a pilot program to increase treatment access for intravenous drug users in Paterson. In September, DAS awarded nearly $5 million to providers to fund mobile medication units to treat intravenous drug users in four cities. Treatment will be coordinated with sterile syringe exchange programs where local officials and the State Department of Health and Senior Services have approved needle exchange programs. This pilot program is funded by a $10 million appropriation to DAS from the Bloodborne Disease Harm Reduction Act.
Office of Diversity Management and Inclusion (ODMI) At the end of May, ODMI sponsored its second annual Holocaust Remembrance Day Observance. This year’s theme was “Remembering the Past, For the Sake of the Future”. By honoring those we lost, and sharing their stories, we learn that we can not afford to stand in silence when we witness acts of intolerance, bigotry and hate. The emotional and educational event featured a variety of speakers including, Dr. Paul Winker, New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education,  Mr. Shelley Zeiger, a Holocaust survivor, entrepreneur and philanthropist, and  Reverends Darrell Armstrong and Barry Harte. A Holocaust Art Exhibit currently on display at the New Jersey Commission on the Holocaust was loaned to DHS for the event.

