DHS e-update for Friday, June 13, 2008
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” No truer words can be spoken about Bill Waldman, a man who has dedicated his life to public service. He has been a great inspiration to me – and many others who have come and gone at DHS over the course of the last three decades. This week, I was given the honor of participating in a wonderful ceremony that rewarded Bill for his years of hard work and selflessness, and celebrated the opening of a new transitional living facility in Paterson for homeless and aging-out young men.

The William Waldman Independence House is so much more than well-appointed bricks, a solid roof and a handsome interior. The young men who live there will be wrapped in every support they need to become productive adults – shelter, counseling, job training, decision-making skills, and so much more. 

It is so appropriate that this new home is named after a man who has committed his professional life to being a change agent through his advocacy and compassion for others. Bill Waldman’s openness, confidence and ease in connecting with people from all walks of life makes knowing him a pleasure and a comfort. And now, his name will be forever associated with Independence House—with its mission, its purpose and its transformative results. May the young men -- whose travels through life bring them to the crossroads of Independence House -- learn to identify with the man whose path in life is so worthy of following!

Congratulations to Bill Waldman for this great honor. I’m a huge fan of his many accomplishments and the legacy he’s left for all of us here at the department. 

Best wishes, too, to the NJ Community Development Corporation (NJCDC) and its Executive Director, Bob Guarasci, for the hard work and tireless advocacy it took to bring this project to fruition. The William Waldman Independence House will be a port in the storm for the young men who benefit from the camaraderie, support services and life lessons provided there. 

DIVISION NEWS

Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS) 
Last week, DMAHS announced that public/private partnerships between Medicaid and pharmaceutical companies are making great strides in improving disease management protocols. Preliminary results of two concurrent programs indicate increased access and improved outcomes with disease management treatment for NJ’s Medicaid clients. The two NJ HealthyLiving projects are funded by Eli Lilly and Company and are coordinated by Comprehensive NeuroScience (CNS) and APS Healthcare (APS). Together the programs are evaluating outcomes, effective medication usage, quality of care and cost-effective treatments for chronic disease management. Development of similar programs is ongoing and interest from other pharmaceutical companies is increasing.

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) The Assembly Human Services Committee this week approved legislation that would: require drug testing for new and current employees of psychiatric hospitals (A-2956), require the web-posting of assaults and unexpected deaths at psychiatric hospitals (A-2949) and implement training and credentialing for various workers at psychiatric hospitals (A-2973). DMHS looks forward to working with the sponsors to refine the bills to reflect the evolution of proactive reform initiatives already underway. 

Division of Addiction Services (DAS) DAS has awarded contracts totaling $2.2 million to develop more supportive housing and detoxification programs for individuals with substance abuse disorders. DAS awarded a grant of $1.7 million to John Brooks Recovery Center in Atlantic City and Resources for Human Development (Camden Office) to develop supportive housing services for 62 people with substance abuse problems who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, and $500,000 to create 10 new beds for intravenous drug users needing enhanced, medically managed detoxification. The contracts are a component of DAS’ Needle Exchange Treatment Initiative, which is funded through a $10 million appropriation from the Bloodborne Disease Harm Reduction Act of 2006.

