DIVISION OF ADDICTION SERVICES
Notice of Availability of Funds

Contract Funds for Drug Court: Long-term and 
Halfway House Substance Abuse Treatment 
Services

Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52:14-34.4 and 34.6, the Division of Addiction Services (DAS) hereby announces the availability of the following contract funds:


Name of program:  Contract Funds for Drug Court: Long-term and Halfway House Substance Abuse Treatment Services


Purpose:  DAS is soliciting proposals to provide long-term and halfway house addiction treatment services for Drug Court participants.  The current long-term, halfway house and Intensive Outpatient (IOP) contracted Drug Court substance abuse treatment services appropriated in the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2009 budget are being restructured through this Request for Proposal (RFP). 

DAS is issuing this RFP for long-term residential treatment and halfway house services regionally; therefore a separate proposal will be necessary for each region in which applicant proposes to provide service.  The regionalization process for this RFP occurred through a Drug Court long-term residential and halfway house utilization data analysis.  As a result of this analysis, three distinct regions matching the current utilization of bed capacity for each region were developed.  The breakdown is as follows.


Region A: Mercer, Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, Atlantic and Cape May.

Region B: Warren, Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex, Union, Monmouth and Ocean.


Region C: Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex.


It is anticipated that approximately $5,347,581 will be available for the following substance treatment service priorities:

1) Award for approximately 198 long-term residential beds for men and women at the annual rate of $24,353 per bed.  These beds will be distributed according to need and capacity among regions A, B, and C.  For the purposes of this proposal, the number of slotted beds needed for Region A is approximately 66, Region B is approximately 59 and Region C is approximately 73.  Actual award of beds per region will be contingent on the number and quality of applications received. 
2) Award for approximately 25 halfway house beds for men and women at the annual rate of $20,395.  These beds will be distributed according to need and capacity between Regions A, B, and C.  For the purpose of this proposal, the number of halfway houses needed for Region A is approximately eight, Region B approximately eight and Region C is approximately nine.  Actual award of slots per region will be contingent on the number and quality of applications received. 

Consideration will be given to the distribution of gender specific slots in the contracts awarded. 

The changes in service delivery contained in this RFP are the result of an assessment process completed collaboratively with the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), DAS, and the Governor’s Government Efficiency and Reform (GEAR) Commission’s Subcommittee on Sentencing and Corrections.  As part of this process, the most recent data on Drug Court utilization, capacity and outcomes was analyzed.  As a result of that analysis, enhancements and changes were recommended for the entire Drug Court treatment network.  DAS will implement these recommended actions through this RFP and through the expanded Fee-For-Service (FFS) network.  These recommendations include, but are not limited to, decreasing under-utilized capacity and providing financial incentives for client engagement.    


Through adoption of the new sentencing guidelines, the treatment component requirements of Drug Court will be moving away from pre-set lengths of stay toward a more clinically driven movement through services, potentially maximizing the number of clients served.  For example, currently individuals who are sentenced to six months of treatment consequent to N.J.S.A. 2C: 35-14 will be eligible for discharge from treatment based upon established clinical criteria. 


As will be described, the contract requirements awarded as a result of this RFP are also redesigned to improve the care and access to treatment of clients with co-occurring disorders and those who are assessed as appropriate for medication assisted treatment.  Current Letters of Agreements for treatment being reimbursed on a FFS basis will not be affected by this notice.  However, DAS anticipates re-issuing the Drug Court treatment network application on or around the time that the RFP is published. 


Agencies will be reimbursed for treatment at the current Drug Court rates effective July 1, 2009.  Enhancements are an FFS add-on to the existing slotted rate and reimbursable only to those applicants who apply for and are accepted into the co-occurring and Drug Court networks.  Enhanced services will include the full array of co-occurring services and transportation, case management, court liaison services, physical exams and labs, and urine drug screenings, medication with service provision based on individual treatment planning and assessments.  Providers must meet staffing requirements to provide services. 


Cost sharing is not required. Actual funding levels will depend on the availability of funds. These will be annual contracts renewable each year. Annual continuation and renewal are subject to availability of funds, satisfactory performance, as well as compliance and completion of all required and requested reports.  


Amount of funding available:  The total State appropriations for the treatment services in Drug Court are approximately $24,482,000.  This RFP will encompass approximately $4,821,894 in slotted long-term residential treatment services and approximately $525,687 in slotted halfway house treatment services with the remaining balance being available for treatment services, including IOP, through the Drug Court Fee-For-Service (FFS) network. 

Organizations that may apply:  
1. Applicants may apply for any of the available contracts and eligibility is limited to either public or private non-profit organizations licensed by DAS to provide substance abuse treatment in the modality for which they are applying.  

2. Non-public applicants must demonstrate that they are incorporated through the New Jersey Department of State, and provide documentation of their current non-profit status.  Applicants must not be suspended or debarred by DAS or any other State or Federal entity from receiving funds. 

3. Agencies that have been notified by DAS that they are currently “not in good standing” with DAS may apply, but will have fifteen points administratively deducted from their average score received after review.  

4. Applicants must have all outstanding Plans of Correction (PoC) for deficiencies approved by DAS prior to submission.  A follow-up visit to confirm compliance with PoC may be performed by DAS prior to acceptance.  

5. Applicants must agree to additional Drug Court Initiative specific requirements which are outlined in the Annex A that will be disseminated at the Mandatory Bidder’s Conference. 
6. Applicants must have a governing body that provides oversight as is legally permitted.  No member of the Board of Directors can be employed by and serve as a consultant for the successful applicant.

7. Applicants must also attend the Mandatory Bidders’ Conference on February 17, 2009.

Qualifications needed by an applicant to be considered:  This opportunity is open to all DAS licensed substance abuse treatment providers.  Separate proposals MUST be submitted for each licensed site per region and level of care contract opportunity identified below.  Agencies proposing to provide the same level of care within one distinct region but at multiple DAS licensed sites may submit one proposal which identifies the number of slotted services requested by licensed site.  If an agency is proposing different levels of care within the same region, separate proposals must be submitted.  Agencies proposing to deliver services for separate regions must submit separate proposals by region and level of care.


Applicants must demonstrate the ability to provide the long-term residential or halfway house services in a facility which is physically located within the geographical parameters identified for Region A, Region B or Region C. 
Procedure to apply:  Eligible and interested organizations may obtain the RFP and related materials from the Department of Human Services website at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/publicnotice.html.  Click on the link entitled “Grants, RFP’s, Public Notices” and download the RFP under “Request for Proposals (RFP’s)”.  Interested organizations may also contact:  

Helen Staton at:

Office of the Director

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

PO Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625-0362

609-633-8781

Applicants must also attend the Mandatory Bidders’ Conference at 1:00 P.M. on February 17, 2009 at the Department of Human Services, first floor conference rooms located at 222 South Warren Street in Trenton.  Applicants should notify Helen Staton at helen.staton@dhs.state.nj.us of their intent to attend the Mandatory Bidders’ Conference.  Special accommodations in regard to the Americans with Disabilities Act are available, if necessary.

One signed proposal and seven  copies must be submitted to:  

Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

P.O. Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625 
For UPS, FedEx, DHL, other courier service or hand delivery, please address to:

Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

120 South Stockton Street, 3rd floor

Trenton, NJ 08611

Faxed or emailed proposals will not be accepted.  You will NOT be notified that your package has been received.  If you require a phone number for delivery, you may use (609) 292-5760.


Deadline by which all applications must be submitted:  Applications must be submitted to and received at DAS by 5:00 P.M. on March 26, 2009.  

Date by which applicants will be notified of intent to award or not award:  Applicants will be notified on or before April 24, 2009.  

