DIVISION OF ADDICTION SERVICES
Notice of Availability of Funds

Services for Substance Abuse Prevention in Morris County

Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52:14-34.4 and 34.6, the Division of Addiction Services (DAS) hereby announces the availability of the following contract funds:

Name of program:  Services for Substance Abuse Prevention in Morris County

Purpose:  The Request for Proposal (RFP) is for community-based services in the community environment domain in Morris County, which was not funded in the previous RFP for Statewide Services and Special Projects for Substance Abuse Prevention issued on August 4, 2008.  The guidelines and requirements specified in the RFP were developed as a result of planning between the County Offices on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (GCADA) and DAS.  This joint planning was designed to maintain and enhance a statewide system of prevention services and make the most effective use of public funds.  This system’s overarching goal is to reduce the abuse of and addiction to alcohol, tobacco and other drugs by residents of New Jersey.  
Prevention is a proven, effective strategy that can address a range of health and social issues, including substance abuse, widespread youth violence, skyrocketing medical costs, and epidemic chronic illnesses.  These widespread and complex issues demand comprehensive strategies that maximize the benefits of prevention, and have the greatest chance for success. 
Since complex problems cannot be solved with simplistic solutions, we must move beyond the notion of prevention as just an educational message, to the implementation of a multifaceted approach that incorporates both individual behavior and social norms.  The emphasis in prevention should not be placed on a message, but on a strategy.  Funding will be focused on approaches using the following seven strategies:  1) Policy, 2), Enforcement, 3) Collaboration, 4) Communication, 5) Education, 6) Early Intervention, and 7) Alternatives.
DAS seeks to institutionalize a systematic approach to prevention that synthesizes and strengthens knowledge from multiple disciplines, and emphasizes prevention as key in addressing substance abuse and its attendant societal concerns based upon the following tenets:

· Health is more than healthcare or the absence of injury or disease 
· The environment in which we live profoundly shapes our health and well-being 
· Prevention requires commitment and dedication 
· Prevention offers hope by saving lives, money, and misery 

Additionally, DAS seeks to fund programs that:
· Apply a comprehensive strategy across diverse disciplines and issues 

· Build a movement for social norms and systems level changes 

· Advocate for solutions that concurrently impact multiple problems 

· Research, synthesize, and disseminate information that builds on successes 

· Inspire a broad vision and fresh approach that incorporates a variety of strategies 

· Are responsive to, and reflective of, community needs including culturally diverse communities
· Integrate a community and policy orientation into prevention practice 

· Train the next generation of leaders in primary prevention 

· Expand the field by encouraging new participants, dialogue, and explorations 


Substance abuse presents a serious public health challenge in New Jersey, as well as to the rest of the nation.  The immense cost of treating addictions, as well as other associated problems such as dysfunctional families, child abuse and neglect, crime, problems in schools and lost productivity in the labor force compels DAS to support visionary, effective, and meaningful substance abuse prevention services.  

Substance abuse prevention services funded as part of this RFP target communities who are at risk of addiction, or are in need of recovery support.  Additionally, DAS welcomes applications from agencies or communities seeking to implement environmental change and management strategies.  Prevention research has long established that the likelihood of lifelong addiction is correlated with the presence of certain identifiable risk factors.  Research also indicates that an individual’s chance of lifelong addiction will be decreased if steps are taken to reduce the impact of risk factors and enhance the influence of protective factors at both the individual and community level.  Funds from this RFP will support one or more programs that address risk and protective factors within the community environment domain.
Amount of funding available:  The RFP will provide funding for substance abuse prevention services for a four-year period, 2009-2012.  Funding for all services will be provided by the Federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant and administered by DAS.  Funding available for the community environment domain in Morris County is approximately $148,596, and is for one or more contracts.
Organizations that may apply: Eligibility for contracts is limited to applicants who are either public or private non-profit organizations.  Applicants must have a New Jersey address and be able to conduct business from a facility located in New Jersey.  Non-public applicants must demonstrate that they are incorporated through the New Jersey Department of State, and provide documentation of their current non-profit status under Federal IRS 501(c) (3) regulations, as applicable.  Applicants must not be suspended or debarred by DAS or any other State or Federal entity from receiving funds.  Agencies that have been notified by DAS that they are currently “not in good standing” with DAS may apply, but will have fifteen points administratively deducted from their average score received after review.  In addition, applicants must have all Plans of Correction (PoC) for deficiencies submitted for approval by DAS prior to submission.  Applicants must have a governing body that provides oversight as is legally permitted.  No member of the Board of Directors can be employed by and serve as a consultant of the successful applicant.  

Applicants must comply with the terms and conditions of the Department of Human Services (DHS) contracting rules and regulations as set forth in the Standard Language Document, the Contract Reimbursement Manual and the Contract Policy and Information Manual.  

Any fiscally viable corporation, as noted above, that meets the terms and conditions of the contracting rules and regulations as ser forth in the DHS Contract Policy and Information Manual (N.J.A.C. 10:3) may apply.  The manual can be reviewed at all State Depository Libraries.  Additionally, the manuals may be downloaded from the DHS website of the Office of Contract Policy and Management (OCPM) at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ocpm/index.htm.  The link for DHS contract manuals is on the left.  

Qualifications needed by an applicant to be considered:  Applicants should pay special attention to the “Standards for Agencies Providing Substance Abuse Prevention Services for the DHS/DAS” found in the RFP.  Only those applicants that have the capacity to uphold these operational and programmatic standards should consider applying for the available funds.  

Procedure to apply:  Eligible and interested organizations may obtain the RFP and related materials from the Department of Human Services website at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/publicnotice.html.  Click on the link entitled “Grants, RFP’s, Public Notices” and download the RFP under “Request for Proposals (RFP’s)”.  Interested organizations may also contact:  

Helen Staton at:

Office of the Director

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

PO Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625-0362

609-633-8781

One signed proposal and seven copies must be submitted.    

By United States Postal Services, please address to:

Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

P.O. Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625 
For UPS, FedEx, courier service or hand delivery, please address to:

Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

120 South Stockton Street, 3rd floor

Trenton, NJ 08611

Faxed or emailed proposals will not be accepted.  You will NOT be notified that your package has been received.  If you require a phone number for delivery, you may use (609) 292-5760.

Deadline by which all applications must be submitted:  Applications must be submitted to and received at DAS by 5:00 P.M. on February 13, 2009.  
Date by which applicants will be notified of intent to award or not award:  Applicants will be notified on or before March 13, 2009.  

