NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON  DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Notice of Availability of Contract
Independent Website Design and Management
Take notice that the New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities announces the following availability of contract
A.  Name of program:
New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities - Independent Website Design and Management

B.
 Purpose:  The Council instituted its website in 2001 and has sustained the same design and layout since that time.  The Council has determined that it is appropriate to revisit, redesign and reconfigure its Internet presence to allow for a more user-friendly and interactive experience.  It also needs to redesign the logo and branding of the Council into its web presence.  The Council’s ability to maintain and update the site internally was compromised in 2007 when the Webmaster passed away.  The Council is now seeking an outside provider to continue those efforts.  This will be a two-year (24-month) initial agreement with potential for extension for up to another two years (24 months).

C.  Background:  The Council, funded by the federal government with matching funds from the state, has a role as lead change agent in the State, responsible for a vision of what the lives of people with developmental disabilities should be.  Through its membership of individuals with developmental disabilities, family members, and agency leaders, the Council provides a forum and resources for making its vision a reality.  The Council, in keeping with its role as change agent monitoring State programs and services, maintains its own server and web presence.


D.  Proposed activity:  The Council seeks a qualified individual or organization to:

 -    complete a review with staff of its current website and Internet presence;
· redesign the site layout and content according to Council needs;
· provide for user-friendly interactivity; 

· provide for data collection capability; and

· maintain the website over time. 


The successful applicant will be experienced in developing fully accessible websites using universal design elements and able to provide the level of attention and on-going assistance required by the Council.

E. Eligible applicants:  Private profit and private non-profit organizations, educational entities, individuals and groups of individuals are eligible to apply.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to include people with developmental disabilities as part of any collaborative effort.  Applicants must complete all relevant State of New Jersey certifications as to potential conflict for this application to be responsive. 

F. Qualification of applicants:  Capable of independent management of an external website, appropriate response time for troubleshooting and updating, and ability to work effectively with the customer in meeting the customer’s objectives.  The proposal must include a description of the applicant organization(s) or individual(s) including relevant personnel, technical ability, and any relevant prior experience in performing the type and degree of work required.

G. Procedure to apply:  Interested applicants may request an application by writing on their letterhead, e-mailing a request, or calling:

Website Design and Maintenance
 



c/o Norman Reim
NJ Developmental Disabilities Council

P.O. Box 700, 20 West State Street

Trenton, NJ 08625

Norman.reim@njddc.org;   609-292-3745


H. Address to which proposals will be submitted:  same - no e-mailed proposals


I. Dates:
· Applications will be available:  March 16, 2009.
· Proposals are due May 1, 2009, 4:00 P.M. (no exceptions).
· It is anticipated that an award will be made by June 15, 2009 and that the project will start on or about July 1, 2009.  
· The project will last up to 24 months based on vendor performance and may be extended for up to an additional 24 months at the discretion of the Council.

If you require large print, Braille print, or speech synthesizer format, please call Dennis Rizzo at 609-292-3745 to arrange for downloading or obtaining a file of the RFP on disk.

