NEW JERSEY DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

COUNCIL

Notice of Availability of Grant Funds

Title of Grant: Participatory Research Project


Take notice that the Developmental Disabilities Council announces the availability of the following grant funds:


A.  Name of the program:  New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities 2012-2016 Five-Year State Plan.

B.  Purpose:  The New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities (the Council) is required to submit a five-year plan to the Federal Administration on Developmental Disabilities, the Council’s primary funding source.  This plan reflects the Council’s intended direction and focus for the five-year period.  In preparation for the plan, the Council is required to gather data concerning the lives, opportunities and experiences of individuals with developmental disabilities who reside in New Jersey.  It is proposed the Council contract with an institution of higher learning to conduct a research project using the Participatory Research Model (PRM.)

Background:  The Council is a lead change agency in the New Jersey, responsible for a vision of what the lives of people with developmental disabilities should be.  Through its diverse membership and its activities and projects, the Council provides a forum and resources for making its vision a reality.  The Council  is authorized by the Federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and  Bill of Rights Act, and in New Jersey State government by N.J.S.A.30:1AA 1,2,and is codified in Title 10 of the State Administrative Code.


In preparation for the 2012-2016 five-year plan, the Council is required to gather data concerning the lives, opportunities and experiences of individuals with developmental disabilities who reside in New Jersey.  This data gathering can take many forms.  These may include secondary statistical data from and about state social services; it may also include primary data complied from public forums, questionnaires distributed to individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, questionnaires to providers of services, questionnaires to the general communities and web based questionnaires.


In addition to these more traditional methods of gathering information, it has been recommended the Council incorporate a more lifestyle oriented approach to gathering a picture of life in New Jersey for people with developmental disabilities; in fact, to make use of a model that reduces the probability of manipulation and bias to the greatest extent possible.  For this reason, the Council seeks to contract with an institution of higher learning to conduct a research project using the Participatory Research Model (PRM).

Research rationale and methodology:  Individuals with developmental disabilities are like many other disenfranchised groups; they are much more likely to respond and react to individuals who share their life challenges.  The Participatory Action Research Model (PAR) offers a means for addressing this need to collect data from within the setting and culture of the respondent.  It is anticipated that a team of graduate student and faculty advisor will manage the project.  


PRM is a dynamic research Approach that accounts in the outcomes for the participation of the researcher in the process.  Ideally it uses as interviewers those individuals who are affected by the phenomenon they are researching.  The interviews are conducted in a setting that is comfortable to the interviewee and consist of questions that encourage open conversation between the interviewee and interviewer.

The PRM process evolves and changes as it is employed; the interviewer and researcher draw conclusions from the conversations and adapt the research based on those findings.  It is likely that, over the duration of the research project, the question will change as themes emerge.


Information gathered from the interviews is to be analyzed by the contractor, with input from Council staff, using qualitative research methods.  The project is expected to begin in the late Fall of 2009 and end (with analysis completed) by January 2011.  The end project will be a report available to the New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities at their annual retreat in March, 2011.  Details of deliverables and project milestones will be available in the full Request for Proposals.


C.  Eligible applicants:  New Jersey institutions of higher education, individuals with appropriate credentials and experience, and/or a New Jersey university-affiliated social research organization or collaborative.  Because there will be a need for institutional review board (IRB) approvals , individuals researchers should apply only where there is a clear capacity to conduct the required search and reports under the guidance and direction of a New Jersey academic institution.


D.  Qualification of applicants:  Applicants must have a demonstrated ability to address the topic thoroughly and professionally.  Applicants must clearly and succinctly indicate in the proposal the background, experience, and/or academic credentials which qualify them to perform the required tasks.  Applicants must be in position to recommend and/or secure the services of at least one graduate student interested in the topic.


E.  Procedures for eligible organizations to apply:  Interested applicants must request a full Request for Proposal packet by submitting same on their letterhead or e-mailing a request to:


5-Year Plan Research


c/o J. Williams


NJ Developmental Disabilities Council


P.O. Box 700, 20 West State Street


Trenton, NJ 08625


Jacinta.williams@njcdd.org; 


609-292-3745


F.  Address to which proposals will be submitted: same-proposals will be submitted by e-mail with faxed signatures and compliance pages.


G.  Funds:  Appropriate levels of funding will be available to provide for remuneration to the institution of higher learning, a graduate student, the interviewers and interviewees.

Deadlines


H.  Dates full Request for Proposals will be available:  August 3, 2009.


A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be scheduled with all potential applicants during the first week of October.  All of those requesting RFP packets will be informed and invited.


I.  Deadline by which proposals must be received:  By the close of business November 6, 2009.

J.  Date the applicant is expected to be notified of acceptance or rejection:  On or before December 4, 2009.  The project is expected to begin on or about January 4, 2010.


K.  Accessibility:  If you require large print, Braille print, or speech synthesizer format, please call 609-292-3745 to arrange for downloading or for obtaining a file of the RFP on disk.
