DIVISION OF ADDICTION SERVICES
Notice of Availability of Funds

Strategic Prevention Framework Community Implementation

Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52:14-34.4 and 34.6, the Division of Addiction Services (DAS) hereby announces the availability of the following contract funds:


Name of program:  Strategic Prevention Framework Community Implementation

Background:  In October 2006, DAS was awarded a Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF-SIG) by the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP).  DAS was designated by the Governor of New Jersey as the Single State Agency (SSA) responsible for the oversight and implementation of this grant.  SAMHSA’s SPF is a five-step process that enables States and communities to build infrastructure and implement interventions necessary for effective and sustainable substance abuse prevention.  The purpose of the New Jersey Strategic Prevention Framework (NJ SPF) is to institutionalize a data driven planning process throughout the State prevention system to decrease the harmful consequences of alcohol and drug use among 18 to 25 year olds at the community level, including underage drinking.  The NJ SPF is a public health, outcomes-based prevention approach that uses data to drive prevention decision-making.

Purpose:  DAS is soliciting proposals from qualified private and public entities to work with a community to implement the NJ SPF, a data driven planning process designed to effectively prevent alcohol and drug abuse in communities.  Proposals must address the priority NJ SPF-SIG issue to reduce the harmful consequences of alcohol and drug use among 18 to 25 year olds.

For purposes of this announcement a broad definition of “community” has been adopted.  A community is a group of individuals defined by a common interest or purpose.  For example, a community MAY be defined by geographic boundaries, political boundaries, or demographic characteristics.  A community can be a neighborhood, municipality, county, or even defined within a particular setting such as the school system, worksites, or a healthcare delivery system.  


For purposes of NJ SPF funding and programming, other examples of possible communities could be (though this brief list is by no means exhaustive):

· Local or county government

· Faith-based organizations

· Colleges or universities

· Military bases/National Guard

· Community coalitions


A fundamental requirement of any successful applicant is that it has data specific to the “community”.  These data must provide evidence that the prevalence of the harmful effects of alcohol and drug use among 18 to 25 year olds is widespread and constitutes a significant problem within that community.  Applicants must also demonstrate the ability to collect data throughout the project – or have a means of accessing current data to demonstrate community-level change in prevalence/incidence of harmful consequences.  Also, successful applicants must represent a partnership or coalition among several different entities, with a clear commitment to collaborate in the planning process and evidenced based intervention.  One member of the partnership/coalition must be designated as the lead agency accepting fiduciary, coordinating and convening responsibilities for the partnership/coalition.  The lead agency must also demonstrate a track record of working with the proposed community and adequately represent the needs and interests of the community.  Local government entities and nonprofit agencies may apply as the lead agency on behalf of a partnership/coalition. 


Amount of funding available:  DAS will fund approximately 12 to 15 annually renewable contracts for up to three years, based on availability of Federal funds and satisfactory project performance.  Note that these awards are strictly Federally funded, and as such, applicants should NOT expect State funds to continue the award beyond the contract period.  Sustainability is a key element of the NJ SPF, and as such, contractees will receive guidance and technical assistance regarding this important factor.  Awards are expected to range from approximately $200,000 to $300,000 yearly.  Cost sharing is not required.  Actual funding levels will depend on the availability of funds.  Annual continuation and renewal are subject to availability of funds, satisfactory performance, as well as compliance and completion of all required/requested reports.  


Organizations that may apply:  
1.  Proposals may be submitted by partnerships or coalitions with one entity acting as the lead.  The lead applicant will have to demonstrate collaboration and partnership with at least two other outside entities and must have a demonstrated track records working with the proposed community. 

2.  Applicants may be community-based organizations, faith-based organizations, schools/universities, military organizations, other public entities (including tribal entities, local or county governments, etc.), or private non-profit organizations
3.  Local government entities and nonprofit agencies may apply as the lead agency on behalf of a partnership/coalition.  This lead agency will accept fiduciary, coordinating and convening responsibility for the partnership/coalition.  If the applicant must secure a fiscal agent, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the fiscal agent must be included as part of this application.

4.  Applicants must have a New Jersey address and be able to conduct business from a facility located in New Jersey.

5.  Non public applicants must demonstrate that they are incorporated through the New Jersey Department of State, and provide documentation of their current non-profit status as applicable.  

6.  Applicants must not be suspended or debarred by DAS or any other State or Federal entity from receiving funds.  

7.  An applicant that is a current DHS/DAS contractee must be in compliance with the terms and conditions of its current contract.  Agencies that have been notified by DAS that they are currently “not in good standing” with DAS may apply, but will have 15 points administratively deducted from their average score received after review.  

8.  Applicants must have all outstanding Plans of Correction (PoC) for deficiencies submitted to DAS for approval prior to submission.  

9.  Applicants must have a governing body that provides oversight as is legally permitted.  No member of the Board of Directors can be employed as a consultant to the successful applicant.
a. NOTE:  If, at the time of receipt of the proposal, the applicant does not comply with this standard, the applicant must submit evidence that it has begun to modify its structure and that the requirement will be met by the time the contract is executed.  If this required organizational structure is not in place before the start date, the contract will not be executed and the funding will be waived.

10.  Applicants must also attend one (1) of the Mandatory Bidders’ Conferences/Trainings in January.  See Request for Proposal (RFP) Attachment 3 for dates, locations, and directions.
Qualifications needed by an applicant to be considered:  Applicants will be expected to follow SAMHSA’s five step SPF in developing their approach to this RFP.  The SPF requires States and communities to systematically: 

1. Assess their prevention needs based on epidemiological data, 

2. Build their prevention capacity, 

3. Develop a strategic plan,

4. Implement effective community prevention programs, policies and practices, and 

5. Evaluate their efforts for outcomes.

Procedure to apply:  Eligible and interested organizations may obtain the RFP and related materials from the Department of Human Services website at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/publicnotice.html.  Click on the link entitled “Grants, RFP’s, Public Notices” and download the RFP under “Request for Proposals (RFP’s)”.  Interested organizations may also contact:  

Helen Staton at:

Office of the Director

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

PO Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625-0362

609-633-8781

Applicants must also attend one of the Mandatory Bidders’ Conferences/ Trainings.  See RFP Attachment 3 for dates, locations, and directions.
Applicants should notify Helen Staton at helen.staton@dhs.state.nj.us of their intent to attend the Mandatory Bidders’ Conference/Training.  Special accommodations in regard to the Americans with Disabilities Act are available, if necessary.
One signed proposal and seven copies must be submitted.  
United States Postal Service, please address to:
Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

P.O. Box 362

Trenton, NJ 08625 
UPS, FedEx, DHL, other courier service or hand delivery, please address to:

Helen Staton

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

120 South Stockton Street, 3rd floor

Trenton, NJ 08611

Faxed or emailed proposals will not be accepted.  You will NOT be notified that your package has been received.  If you require a phone number for delivery, you may use (609) 292-5760.

Deadline by which all proposals must be submitted:  Proposals must be submitted to and received at DAS by 5:00 p.m. on February 11, 2009.  
Date by which applicants will be notified of intent to award or not award:  Applicants will be notified on or before March 20, 2009.
