
DIVISION OF FAMILY DEVELOPMENT
Public Notice of Available Grant Funds

Child Care Resource and Referral Program 
Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52:14-34.4 and 34.6, the New Jersey Department of Human Services (DHS), Division of Family Development (DFD), hereby announces the availability of funds for the Child Care Resource and Referral Program.
A. Name of program:
Child Care Resource and Referral Program. 
B.
Purpose:
Funding is being made available for the administration of specified child care voucher programs and other programs that improve the provision of child care services.  The provision of child care services as described in the Request for Proposals (RFP) will be provided by an administrative entity, referred to as the Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) Agency, within the 21 counties, in the State of New Jersey, either directly or through subcontracts.  Applicants seeking to serve more than one county must submit a separate and distinct proposal for each county to be served.
C. Amount of available funding:  Funding for the administration and provision of services for the stated contract period is $324,725,779 that is being made available through the New Jersey DHS/DFD. 
The amount of funding available will vary by county.  Prospective applicants should refer to Attachment A of the RFP package, which may be downloaded at www.state.nj.us/humanservices/grantan.html, or by contacting the Office of Policy and Standards Development/Grants Unit (OPSD/Grants Unit), Division of Family Development, PO Box 716, Trenton, NJ 08625-0716, (609) 584-4040, Fax (609) 588-7240.
D. Contract period:
The initial contract period is October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010.  Contracts will continue to be on a Federal Fiscal Year basis (October 1st through September 30th).  The actual contract beginning and end dates are contingent upon the contract being fully executed and signed by all appropriate parties (DHS/DFD and grant recipient).  The Department reserves the right not to issue a contract for a second year under certain circumstances, such as, but not limited to, the unsatisfactory work of the selected vendor, failure to meet agreed upon minimum standards, or the failure to submit required documentation within requested timeframes.
E. Organizations that may apply for funding under this program: Eligible applicants must be New Jersey based and may be for-profit, not-for-profit or public entities that can demonstrate the ability to administer and deliver the services required under the RFP.
Applicants opting to apply for funding to serve multiple counties must submit a separate and distinct proposal for each county to be served. 
A CCR&R contract will not be awarded to an agency that owns and/or operates a child care facility that is registered/licensed by the Office of Licensing, Department of Children and Families.  However, any  agency that currently owns and/or operates a child care facility that wishes to apply for an award must include in its proposal(s) the process that would be employed to dissolve this relationship by no later than June 26, 2009 (approximately 30 days after Notification of Grant Award).  Applicable agencies would receive a conditional grant award, subject to notification to DFD of the actual dissolution of the child care center/CCR&R relationship no later than July 1, 2009.  If notification is not received by that date, the agency’s Grant Award may be rescinded and another agency may be awarded the county(s) CCR&R contract.  Federally funded Head Start programs that only provide Head Start services are eligible to apply.
F. Qualifications needed by an applicant to be considered for funding: Through written proposals, agencies must demonstrate the capacity to coordinate, develop and carry out the administrative, fiscal and service delivery elements of the specific child care programs in accordance with Federal and State laws, regulations, policies and procedures.  An agency may initiate subcontracts for specific responsibilities.  The entity that is submitting the proposal shall be responsible to DFD for the acts and omissions of all subcontractors or agents and of persons directly or indirectly employed by such subcontractors and for the acts and omissions of persons directly employed by the agency submitting the proposal.
G. Procedure for eligible applicants to apply:
Eligible applicants interested in applying for these funds may obtain a copy of the RFP package, which may be downloaded at www.state.nj.us/humanservices/grantan.html, or by contacting the OPSD/Grants Unit, Division of Family Development, PO Box 716, Trenton, NJ 08625-0716, (609) 584-4040, Fax (609) 588-7240.  Copies of the RFP will be available on February 17, 2009 from the OPSD/Grants Unit and at the MANDATORY Technical Assistance Conference.
A MANDATORY Technical Assistance Conference is scheduled as 
follows:
Place:
Burlington County Human Services Facility



795 Woodlane Road


 

Westampton, NJ 08060 


Date:
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 


Time:
10:00 A.M. 
Directions to the Technical Assistance Conference site are provided in the RFP package. 
The Technical Assistance Conference will provide potential applicants an opportunity to ask any and all pertinent questions regarding the RFP and receive technical information from DHS/DFD representatives.
Attendance at the conference is MANDATORY.  A representative of your agency must attend and sign in at the conference.  Proposals submitted by any agency or organization not officially represented at the conference will be considered disqualified for funding consideration at time of proposal receipt.  At the conference, persons attending for more than one agency must sign in separately for each agency represented.  
NOTE:
No further technical assistance on the programmatic aspects of the RFP will be provided after the Technical Assistance Conference is held.

Applicants who plan to attend the Technical Assistance Conference should pre-register no later than March 13, 2009 by calling the OPSD/Grants Unit at (609) 584-4040 or by Fax at (609) 588-7240.  Each Applicant is limited to two representatives.  
H. Proposal submission:
Eligible Applicants interested in applying for these funds must submit one signed original and nine copies of the complete proposal package.  Applicants should refer to the RFP for a list of documents, attachments and other information required for a complete proposal application.  All proposals must be received by the DFD, OPSD/Grants Unit, no later than 4:00 P.M. on  Friday, April 17, 2009, via mail or hand delivery as follows: 
Mail/US Post Office Delivery:

Marvina Jackson
Office of Policy and Standards Development

Grants Unit 
Division of Family Development

PO Box 716

Trenton, NJ 08625-0716
Hand Delivery or Commercial Courier/Mail Service:

Marvina Jackson
Office of Policy and Standards Development

Grants Unit 
Division of Family Development

Quakerbridge Plaza

Building #3*

Quakerbridge Road

Mercerville, New Jersey 08619

*Only the Building #3 Office of Policy and Standards Development/Grants Unit location will be recognized for proposal hand delivery or commercial courier/mail service.
I. Award notification: Applicants will be notified of award status on or before, Tuesday, May 26, 2009.  All awards are contingent upon contract negotiations. 
