COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED
On May 6, 2002, the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impairedd adopted new rules at N.J.A.C. 10:94 governing its prevention services program. The proposal appeared in the New Jersey Register on June 18, 2001 at 33 N.J.R. 2070(a).
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A summary of the agency adoption follows:

Summary
N.J.A.C. 10:94 sets forth the rules describing the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired’s, Prevention Services Program hereinafter referred to as the Prevention Program. The Prevention Program was designated by N.J.S.A. 30:6-1 to provide "all means which it deems feasible for ameliorating the condition of the blind and visually impaired within the State."

The new rules provide a description of the services rendered by the Commission Prevention Program. The adopted new rules are also intended to more clearly inform the public of the specific prevention services offered by the Commission and the standards and procedures which govern the delivery of these services. Additionally, the new rules are designed to inform the public of rights and responsibilities of the Commission and its clients in the provision and receipt of services.

A summary of the adopted new rules follows.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-1.1, Purpose and scope of the Commission prevention services program.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-1.2, Definitions of terms and words used in the chapter.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-2.1, Eye Health Services, provided in the prevention services program are described.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-2.2, Emergency services, establishes who determines a medical eye emergency and how services are provided when an eye emergency has been determined.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-2.3, Provision of optical aids or devices and ocular prostheses describes who is eligible for these items and how they are provided.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-2.4, Provision of equipment, medical aids and devices, refers to equipment provided to staff to assess, evaluate, and train clients to meet medical needs.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-2.5, Hospital and surgical procedures, addresses the procedures to provide surgical services.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.1, Vision screening, eye examination and target populations, sets forth where screenings are conducted and who is targeted.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.2, Migrant screening program, this section concerns screening services that the Commission provides for migrant laborers and their families in conjunction with the N.J. Department of Education.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.3, Mobile eye examination unit program, identifies in detail the process involved in organizing and conduct mobile screenings.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.4, Pre-school vision screening program, sets forth the procedures used to provide vision screening services to pre-school children.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.5, Diabetic eye disease detection program, explains a diabetic outreach program that is conducted by the Commission in partnership with N.J. Dept. of Health and Senior Services.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.6, Procedures for all vision examinations of adults ages 18 and older/mobile eye examination unit, this section specifies the procedures to use when conducting screenings with adults.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.7, Procedures for all vision examinations of children/mobile eye examination unit, this section specifies the procedures to use when conducting screenings with children.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.8, Policy on refraction/mobile eye examination unit and migrant eye examination program, this sets forth the policy as to for whom and why refractions are done.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.9, Requirements for contract eye doctors, this section addresses the documentation required for an eye doctor to participate as a vendor in the screening programs.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-3.10, Payments to eye doctors for cancelled screening programs.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-4.1, Purpose and scope, defines the purpose and scope of the Commission’s low vision program.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-4.2, Low vision terms, (see N.J.A.C. 10:94-1.2)

N.J.A.C. 10:94-4.3 Low vision program guidelines, sets forth the guidelines used to establish eligibility for low vision services.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-4.4 Medicaid client guidelines, address the procedure used to provide low vision services for clients who have Medicaid.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-5.1 Services to client’s families, specifies reasons for providing services to family members.

N.J.A.C. 10:94-5.2 Transportation services, explains the condition under which transportation services are provided.

