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HUMAN SERVICES

DIVISION OF FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 

Work First New Jersey 

Treatment of Income

Proposed Amendments: N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.14 and 3.16

Authorized on June 2, 2011 by: Jennifer Velez, Commissioner, Department of Human Services.

Authority: N.J.S.A. 30:1-12.   

Calendar Reference: See Summary below for explanation of exception to calendar requirement. 

Proposal Number:  PRN 2011-153.

Submit comments by September 16, 2011 to:  

Miguel Mendez, Administrative Practice Officer

Division of Family Development

P.O. Box 716

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0716

Email: Miguel.Mendez@dhs.state.nj.us
The agency proposal follows:

Summary

As the Department is providing a 60-day comment period on this notice of proposal, this notice is excepted from the rulemaking calendar requirement pursuant to N.J.A.C. 1:30-3.3(a)5. 

The section heading at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.14 has been grammatically corrected to make it singular and not plural.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.14(b)1, which addresses the treatment of income for a non-needy stepparent who is married to a natural or adoptive WFNJ recipient parent, clarifies that Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits received by a natural or adoptive parent are excluded in the calculation of the assistance unit’s income but all other countable income of the natural or adoptive parent is considered. 

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.16(b), which addresses deeming income of parents of adolescent parents, clarifies that SSI benefits received by the natural or adoptive parent of the adolescent parent will be exempt from the deeming income while all other income of the SSI recipient parent is deemed available.  The sentence that states: “these rules do not apply if the parent(s) of the minor parent receive(s) SSI or WFNJ,” has been removed because the rules do apply to all parents. 

Social Impact

The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.14(b)1 and 3.16(b) will not have a social impact since they are restating, for clarification purposes, what is already provided for in current rule at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.12(a) and 3.19(a)9. 

Economic Impact

The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.14(b)1 and 3.16(b) will not have an economic impact since they are restating, for clarification purposes, what is already provided for in current rule at N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.12(a) and 3.19(a)9. 

Federal Standards Statement

The proposed amendments contain standards that do not exceed those contained in 45 CFR 260, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.  Therefore, a Federal standards analysis is not required.

Jobs Impact

The proposed amendments will not result in the generation or loss of jobs.   

Agriculture Industry Impact

The proposed amendments have no impact on the agriculture industry.

Regulatory Flexibility Statement

The proposed amendments have been reviewed with regard to the Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-16 et seq.  The proposed amendments impose no reporting, recordkeeping or other compliance requirements on small businesses and thus a regulatory flexibility analysis is not required.  The proposed amendments deal with what is considered countable income for purposes of eligibility for the Work First New Jersey program.
Smart Growth Impact

There is no impact on the achievement of smart growth and implementation of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.     

Housing Affordability Impact Analysis

The proposed amendments will have an insignificant impact on affordable housing in New Jersey and there is an extreme unlikelihood that the rules would evoke a change in the average costs associated with housing because the rules deal with what is considered countable income for purposes of eligibility for the Work First New Jersey program. 

Smart Growth Development Impact Analysis

The proposed amendments will have an insignificant impact on smart growth and there is an extreme unlikelihood that the rules would evoke a change in housing production in Planning Areas 1 or 2, or within designated centers, under the State Development and Redevelopment Plan in New Jersey because the proposed amendments deal with what is considered countable income for purposes of eligibility for the Work First New Jersey program.

Full text of the proposal follows (additions indicated in boldface thus; deletions indicated in brackets [thus]):

10:90-3.14 Treatment of income for a non-needy stepparent[s] who [are] is married to a natural or adoptive WFNJ recipient parent 


(a)
(No change.)


(b)
WFNJ eligibility shall not exist for any month if the total income exceeds 150 percent of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines for the appropriate number of persons in the household.  The household shall include the natural or adoptive parent, his or her children, the non-needy stepparent and the stepparent's children residing in the same household who are claimed or could be claimed by the stepparent as dependents for Federal personal income tax liability and who are not recipients of WFNJ or SSI benefits. 



1.
The income of the assistance unit shall be determined by counting the gross income of all members of the household, [(with the exclusion of SSI recipients)] which shall be reduced only by any amounts paid as alimony or child support to individuals not living in the household.  Although SSI benefits are exempt, all other countable income of the natural or adoptive parent is considered. 



2. (No change.)


(c) (No change.)

10:90-3.16 Deeming income of parents of minor parents


(a)
(No change.)


(b)
Whether or not a minor parent lives in the same home as his or her own parent(s), the income of such parent(s) shall be deemed available to the eligible assistance unit; however, inability to obtain financial information of such parent(s) shall not preclude eligibility of the minor parent.  [These rules do not apply if the parent(s) of the minor parent receive(s) SSI or WFNJ.]  Under circumstances when the natural or adoptive parent of the adolescent parent receives SSI, the SSI benefit shall be exempt from the income deemed available while all other income of the SSI recipient parent is deemed available to the adolescent parent.  Deeming under this provision shall be in accordance with the following procedures:



1.–4. (No change.)
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