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The agency proposal follows:






Summary:
In accordance with to N.J.S.A. 26:2-148, et seq., as voted on by the Medical Services Eligibility Committee on 5/13/2008 and later voted on and affirmed by the entire Commission on 6/18/2008, the Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund adopted an administrative policy regarding the placement of a $6,000 cap on Applied Behavioral Analysis Services annually for children with a diagnosis on the Autistic Spectrum. The Commission has proposed this regulatory change that will enable this Chapter to conform to the aforecited statute. The proposed amendment to N.J.A.C. 10:155-1.7, establishing an annual cap on the amount of expenses allowed for Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA), shall be capped at $6,000 per year. 





Social Impact

Realizing the increase in the diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorders in the State of 
New Jersey, and attempting to be responsive to those families using Applied Behavioral Analysis as a treatment modality provided by a Board Certified Behavior Analyst or a Board Certified Associate Behavior Analyst, the Commission aspires to adhere to its mandate to assist the families of New Jersey with extraordinary expenses, not covered by other resources, related to an illness or illness or condition of their child.

Economic Impact

To date, the Fund has assisted over 4800 New Jersey families in an amount exceeding $115 million dollars. It is anticipated that the consideration of Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) as an eligible expense when provided by the appropriate providers, up to an annual cap, will provide significant financial relief to families struggling to deal with these expenses.





Federal Standards Statement
A federal standards analysis is not required because the requirements of amending these regulations are dictated by State statutes and are not subject to Federal requirements and standards.

Jobs Impact

No impact on jobs lost or gained in the State of New Jersey is expected as a result of these amendments to the rule.






Agriculture Industry Impact

No impact on the agriculture industry in the State of New Jersey is expected as a result of these amendments to the rule.





Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

A regulatory flexibility analysis is not required because the proposed amendment does not impose reporting, recordkeeping, or other compliance requirements on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-16 et seq.
The proposed amendment does not impact on small business because it pertains to the processing of applications and the amount of assistance a family may receive for a specific type of therapy under N.J.A.C. 10:155.
Smart Growth Impact

This amendment to the rule has no impact on the achievement of smart growth and implementation of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.





Housing Affordability Impact Statement
It is not anticipated that the proposed amendment will impact the development of affordable housing.

Full text of the amendments follows (additions indicated in boldface and underlined    thus; deletions indicated in brackets [thus] :
10:155-1.7 Annual cap and vehicle allowance;

Home modification allowance; speech, language and hearing allowance; applied behavioral analysis allowance
(a)-(d)- No change,
(e) The amount of the Applied Behavioral Analysis allowance shall be capped at  

      $6,000 annually.   

.
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