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The agency proposal follows:
Summary
The Department is proposing an amendment to the Transportation Services Manual, N.J.A.C. 10:50, which would affirm and clarify its existing authority to utilize brokers of specific transportation services rather than utilizing individual enrolled providers of those services.
Specifically, at N.J.A.C. 10:50-1.3, a proposed amendment would add new subsection (g), which states that, notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule or regulation, the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services may, at its discretion, provide and/or reimburse any or all non-emergency medical transportation services by means of a contract or agreement with a single transportation broker or vendor, or a limited number of transportation brokers or vendors, on either a Statewide, county-by-county, or other basis.  An example is provided in the proposed amendment. The proposed amendment further states that, in order to utilize a broker or vendor, the Division may terminate existing enrollments of other providers, decline to utilize services from other enrolled providers and/or decline to enroll new providers, for particular transportation provider types, in particular geographic areas and/or on any other basis on which a broker or vendor is used. 
The Department already possesses the authority to take such action under existing laws, rules and other provisions including, but not limited to, 42 U.S.C. §1396a(a)(70), 42 CFR 440.170(a)(4), N.J.S.A. 30:4D-7 and 7.r, N.J.A.C. 10:49-3.2(h) and the provider enrollment agreements signed by transportation providers.  Therefore, the proposed amendments are for clarification only.
The Department has determined that the comment period for this notice of proposal will be at least 60 days; therefore, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 1:30-3.3(a)5, this notice of proposal is excepted from the rulemaking calendar requirement.

Social Impact
The proposed amendment would have no social impact on providers or other entities that receive reimbursement from or through the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services because the Department already has the authority to implement a non-emergency medical transportation program and has done so.  The proposed amendment only provides additional clarity as to the existence of that authority.  For this same reason, the proposed amendment would have no social impact on beneficiaries receiving services from such providers or entities. 

Economic Impact
The proposed amendment would have no economic impact on providers or other entities that receive reimbursement from or through the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services because the Department already has the authority to implement a non-emergency medical transportation program and has done so.  The proposed amendment only provides additional clarity as to the existence of that authority.  For this same reason, the proposed amendment would have no economic impact on clients receiving services from such providers or entities. 

Federal Standards Statement
The Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS), within the Department of Human Services, in accordance with Section 1902(a)(5) of the Social Security Act and 42 CFR 431.10, is the single State agency designated for the administration of the New Jersey Medicaid program. Title XXI of the Social Security Act allows states to establish a State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) for targeted low-income children. New Jersey elected this option through implementation of the NJ FamilyCare program.  42 U.S.C. §1396a(a)(70),  and 42 CFR 440.1 and 440.170 allow states to implement non-emergency medical transportation broker programs in medical assistance programs run by the states.
The Department has reviewed the Federal statutory and regulatory requirements and has determined that the proposed amendment does not exceed Federal standards.  Therefore, a Federal standards analysis is not required.

Jobs Impact
The Department does not anticipate that the proposed amendment will result in the creation or loss of jobs in the State of New Jersey.

Agriculture Industry Impact

The Department anticipates that the proposed rulemaking will have no impact on the agriculture industry in the State of New Jersey.

Regulatory Flexibility Statement
Some providers of non-emergency medical transportation would be considered small businesses under the terms of the Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-16 et seq.  No reporting, recordkeeping or compliance requirements are imposed by the proposed amendment. No additional professional services would be required as a result of the proposed amendment.  No initial compliance costs or ongoing compliance costs are imposed by the proposed amendment.
Smart Growth Impact

Since the proposed amendment concerns only payment for providers of transportation services to the State's health benefits clients, the Department anticipates that the proposed rulemaking will have no impact on the achievement of smart growth in New Jersey or on the implementation of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.

Housing Affordability Impact 

Since the proposed amendment concerns payment for providers of transportation services to the State's health benefits clients, the Department anticipates that the proposed rulemaking will have no impact on the average costs associated with housing.
Smart Growth Development Impact
Since the proposed amendment concerns payment for providers of transportation services to the State's health benefits clients, the proposed amendment will have no impact on housing production within Planning Areas 1 and 2, or within designated centers, under the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.
Full text of the proposal follows (additions indicated in boldface thus):
SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

10:50-1.3 General Policies for Participation
(a)- (f) (No change.) 

(g)  Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule or regulation, the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services may, at its discretion, provide and reimburse any or all non-emergency medical transportation services by means of a contract or agreement with a single transportation broker or vendor, or a limited number of transportation brokers or vendors, on either a Statewide, county-by-county, or other basis.  For example, the Division may provide all or some non-emergency medical transportation services Statewide or in any specific county through a contract  with a single transportation broker.  In order to utilize a broker or vendor, the Division may also take actions including, but not limited to, terminating existing enrollments of other providers, declining to utilize services from other enrolled providers and/or declining to enroll new providers, for particular transportation provider types, in particular geographic areas, and/or on any other basis on which a broker or vendor is used.  
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