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Please Reply te Whippany Office

March 27, 2015

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

New Jersey Council on Local Mandates
135 West Hanover Street

Trenton, NJ 08625

RE: In re Complaint Filed By Rockaway Township
Board of Education — New Jersey Department
of Education Gifted And Talented Program
Regulation

Dear Councii Members:

This office represents the Complainant, the Rockaway Township Board of
Education (“Board”), in education matters. Enclosed please find a Complaint,
and accompanying/supporting documentation attached thereto, challenging the
New Jersey Department of Education’s (“NJDOE™) gifted and talented program
requirement, promulgated at N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, as an unfunded mandate. The
purpose of this letter brief is to offer additional information in support of the

Board’s Complaint.

The Council on Local Mandates (“Council”) is empowered to resolve any
dispute regarding whether a statute, rule, or regulation constitutes an unfunded
mandate. N.J.S.A. 52:13H-12. An “unfunded mandate” is a statute, rule, or

regulation that “does not authorize resources to offset the additional direct
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expenditures required for the implementation of the law or the rule or regulation,

shall cease to be mandatory in its effect and shall expire.” N.J.S.A. 52:13H-2.

This Council has previously deemed various State education laws and
regulations to be unfunded mandates. See, e.g., In re Complaint Filed by

Allamuchy Twp. Bd. of Educ., Council on Local Mandates, (May 1, 2012),

http://www state.nj.us/localmandates/decisions/Allamuchy.html (determining that

various provisions of P.L. 2010, ¢.122, the “Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights,”
constitute unfunded mandates); In re Complaint Filed By Highland Park Bd. of
Educ., Council on Local Mandates, (May 11, 2000),

http://nj.gov/localmandates/decisions/hpbe.html (determining that an amendment

to N.JLA.C. 6A:11-12 changing the funding formula utilized to determine the
amount of money paid by school boards to a charter schools constituted an

unfunded mandate).

In the instant Complaint, the Board is challenging the NJDOE's regulation
requiring local school districts to established a gifted and talented program,
NJA.C. 6A:8-3.1, as that regulation constitutes an unfunded mandate.
Specifically, the regulation states that “district boards of education shall be
responsible for identifying gifted and talented students and shall provide them
with appropriate instructional adaptations and services.” N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(a).
“*Gifted and talented students’ means students who possess or demonstrate high
levels of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their
chronological peers in the local school district and who require modifications of
their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with their

capabilities.” N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.3.

New Jersey School districts must identify gified and talented students and
provide them with appropriate instructional adaptations and services. N.J.A.C.

6A:8-3.1(a)(5). The identification process must be ongoing between kindergarten
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and 12th grade and be based on multiple measures. N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(a)(5)(1);
N.J. Department of Education (“DOE™ FAQ, Gifted and Talented Programs.

http://www.state.ni.us/education/genfo/fag/fag gandthtm, The NJ DOE has

generally advised that “multiple measures” include achievement test scores,
grades, intelligence testing, parent/student/teacher recommendation, and that any
such methodology be developmentally appropriate, nondiscriminatory, and

related to the program and services offered. NJ DOE FAQ, #3.

School districts are also required to provide appropriate educational
services for gifted an talented students from kindergarten through 12 grade,
including curricular medifications to content and process, specific products or a

separate learning environment for eligible students, 1Id. at 9., N.JA.C. 6A:8-

3.1(a)(5)(ii). Separate learning environments may include pull-out programs,
classroom-based differentiated instruction, acceleration, flexible pacing advanced

classes or individualized programs. Id. at 10.

Despite these requirements, the State does not provide dedicated funding
for districts to identify gifted and talented students, including the performance of
additional achievement and/or intelligence testing, or for any methodology
utilized. Nor is funding provided to design and deliver the requisite appropriate
services to eligible gifted and talented students. Instead, school boards are forced
to implement gifted and talented programs utilizing monies obtained through the

local property tax or other local revenues, or leftover state aid.

The aforementioned gitted and talented program requirements impose a
substantial financial burden on the Board, and all school districts in the State,
without any specific funding provided to offset those local expenditures. For
example, based upon documentation provided in the Complaint, the Board
estimates annual expenditures of approximately $89,361.19 to mmplement its

gifted and talented program for the 2014-2015 school year, and moving forward.
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This includes identification/assessment expenses, salary and benefits for an
appropriately certificated teacher to provide gifted and talented instruction,
professional development expenses, and additional costs related to materials and

programs to be provided to gifted and talented students.

As set forth more fully above, there is no dedicated funding provided to
offset these costs, and the Board is in turn forced to enact local measures in order
to comply with the regulation. The lack of State funding to pay for or reimburse
Jocal school boards for the significant direct expenditures required to implement a
gified and talented program under NJA.C. 6A:8-3.1 results in that rule
constituting an unfunded mandate under N.J.S.A. 52:13H-2 and N.J. Const. Art.
VIII Sec. 2, Par. 5. Therefore, we respectfully request that the Council find
N.JLA.C. 6A:8-3.1 to be an unfunded mandate, for which financial relief is issued.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Schwartz Simon o
Edelstein &/'Celso.{ic
- 4 Q --

%thanya é Simhon

A Member Of ihe Firm

NGS kit /
Enclosures
ce: Dr. Deborah Grefe, Superintendent of Schools

Members of the Rockaway Township Board of Education
Donnamarie Palmiere, School Business Administrator
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The form is to be completed and sighed by the Claimani's attorney or other authorized representative, identified
under Part | (B).

Name of Claimant {and
title il appiicable):

Muailing Address: P.0. Box 500, 16 School Road

State: New lersey Zip Code: 107842

City: {Hibeznia

Phone: i(gm 627-8200 Faxt 1973) 627-2821

[E-mail address: |DPaimiere@rocktwp.ofg

Name: ’Nathanya G. Simon

Title/Relationship: iBoardtounseg

Mailing Address: |100 South Jefferson Road

|
City: !Whippany State: New Jersey Zip Code: 107981
Phone: |{973) 301-0001 Faxt 11973)993-3152

E-mail Address: ]nsimon@sseclaw.com

1. Claimant alleges that the following statute, rule, or regulation is an unfunded mandate in violation of the New
Jersey Constitution, article VI1T, § 2, % 5 and N.1.8.A. 52:13H- 2, because it does not authorize rescurces, other
than the property tax, to offset the additional direct expenditures required for its implementation:

}N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1

2. The above-cited statute, ruie, or regulation became effective on:

uly 5, 2005




Page 2

3. The following is the basis for the claim made herein that the siatute. rule, or regufation idemified in paragraph 1 {1}
is an uniunded mandate:

NJALC. 6A:8-3.1 requires district boards of education "to ensure that appropriate instructional adaptations are
designed and delivered ... for students whao are gifted and talented.” NJA.C, 6A8-3.7(a). "Gifted and talented
students’ means students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or mere content areas when
compared to their chronoiogical peers in the local schoe! district and whe require modifications of their
educaticnal program if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities.” N.JA.C 6A:8-1.3. School
hoards must identify gifted and talented students and provide them with appropriate instructional edaptations
and services. N.JA.C. 6A:8-3.1(a)(5). The identification process must be ongoing between kindergarten and
12th grade and be based on multiple measures. NJA.C. 6A:8-3.1{a)(5)(i}. Appropriate educational services for
gifted and talented students must aisc be provided between kindergarten and 12th grade. N.JA.C. 6A:8-3.1(a)
(53(ii). This regulatory mandate requires the Board to implement & specialized program for the education of
certain students without autharizing any resources to offset the additional direct expenditures to implement
the program.

Noté: The text provaded In paragraph 11 {37 1s to be used Tor the Pleading Summary pubiished oa the Council's web site,
If more space is needed, please attach additional sheet(s).

4. State Claimant's estimate of the additional direct expenditures required 1o impiement the statute, rule or regulation
ideniified in paragraph H (1), together with:
{a) adescription of the frequency of the estimated expenses (i.e. annual, monthly}, and
(b} a specification of the basis for the estimate,

The Board estimates annual expenditures of approximately $8%,361.19 to implement the gifted and talented
program. it will pay approximately $84,080.30 annually to employ a gifted and talented program teacher. The
cost to employ the gifted and talented program teacher will includes 560,935.00 in safary and $22,794.00 in
benefits. It will aiso expend an estimated $351.30 annually for the gifted and talented program teacher's trave!
expenses {based on the $36.30 the Board paid in travel expenses for the gifted and talented program teacher’s
travel in September 2014).

The Board will also expend approximately $5,280.89 annually in testing material, professional membership and
conference fees, and other material utilized in implementing the gifted and talented program. The Board
expended $258.70 on online testing material for gifted and talented students, $109.95 on school rating scale
forms for identifying gifted students, $683.25 on creative thinking kits, $199.00 on the gifted and talented
program teacher's membership in the New Jersey Association for Gifted Children ("NJAGC") and attendance at a
NJAGC conference, $350.00 on the gifted and talented program teacher's consortium membership fee, $298.00
for the gifted and talented program teacher and another teacher's registration for the Gifted Education
Conference, and $3,381.99 on a 3d printing educational package.

ote; 1T more space 15 needed, please atlach addilional sheet{s),




5. Does Claimant seek intunctive relief? No [X Yes [

If yes. on attached sheet(s). provide a description of the nature and extent of imminent irreparable injury that
will result 1o Claimant in the absence of injunctive relief.

6. Claimant attaches:
$X  Resolution (of county/municipal governing body or of board of education), which is incorporated herein by

reference, or
[T Copy of notice of intention to file a complaint provided 10 governing body.

WHEREFORE, Claimant demands judgment by the Council that the statute, rule, or regulation identified in
paragraph 11 (1) above is an unfunded mandate pursuant to the New Jersey Constitation, Art. VIII, § 2, 9 5 and
N.L.S AL 52:13 H-2, and that it shall cease to be mandatory in effect and expire.

Nathanya G. Simon

Name (typed or printed} of person signing

M/ i,

[Signature ofpem(m eparm rhrs documen!j Board Counsel

Date: j’/} 7// ﬁ Title (typed or printed) of person signing

Totai number of attdched pag@% ~ \()q




Schwartz Simon Edelstein & Celso LLC
100 South Jefferson Road, Suite 200
Whippany, New Jersey 07981

(973) 301-0001

Attorneys for Complainant,

Rockaway Township Board of Education

In re Complaint filed by Rockaway

Township Board of Education — New :

Jersey Department of Education Gifted . STATE OF NEW JERSEY

and Talented Program Regulation : COUNCIL ON LOCAL MANDATES

CERTIFICATION OF COUNSEL

I, NATHANYA G, STIMON, of full age, hereby certify as follows:

1. I am an attorney-at-law of the State of New Jersey and Partner with the
law firm of Schwartz Simon Edelstein & Celso LLC, attorneys for Complainant,
Rockaway Township Board of Education (“Complainant” or “Board™), in the above-
captioned matter. I make this Certification in further support of Complainant’s
Complaint challenging the New Jersey Department of Education’s (“NJDOE”) gifted and
talented program requirement, promulgated at N.JLA.C. 0A:8-3.1, as an unfunded
mandate.

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and accurate copy of the Board

resolution authorizing the filing of this Complaint.
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3. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and accurate copy of a summary of
the Board’s expenditures related to the implementation of a gified and talented program
as required by the NJDOE’s rule.

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and accurate copy of the Payroll
Check Registers for Mandy Thomas, the appropriately certified teacher providing gifted
and talented instruction and supporting documentation regarding her salary and the cost
to provide her with benefits.

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit D is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher reimbursing Ms. Thomas for travel expenses related to her work in the gifted
and talented program in September 2014.

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit E is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for OLSAT 8 Online Testing Material utilized as part of the Board’s gifted and
talented program.

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit F is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for “SIGS” (Scale for Identifying Gifted Students) forms utilized as part of the
Board’s gifted and talented program.

8. Attached hercto as Exhibit G is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for the Figural TTCT: Thinking Creatively with Pictures Starter Set and Verbal
TTCT: Thinking Creatively with Words Starter Set utilized as part of the Board’s gifted
and talented program.

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit H is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for Ms. Thomas’ membership in the New Jersey Association for Gifted Children

(“NJAGC”) and attendance at the 2015 Annual NJAGC Conference.
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10. Attached hereto as Exhibit I is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for Ms. Thomas’ membership in the New Jersey Consortium for Gifted and
Talented Program for the 2014-2015 school year.

11.  Attached hereto as Exhibit J is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for Ms. Thomas and another staff member’s registration for the Gifted
Education Conference at Rutgers University on November 20, 2014,

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit K is a true and accurate copy of the Board
Voucher for the Leapfrog 3d Printing Educational Package utilized as part of the Board’s
gifted and talented program.

13.  Attached hereto as Exhibit L is a true and accurate copy of Board Policy
2464, Gifted and Talented Pupils.

14.  Attached hereto as Exhibit M is a true and accurate copy of N.JA.C,

6A:8-3.1.
15, Attached hereto as Exhibit N is a true and accurate copy of N.J.A.C.
6A:8-1.3.

16.  Attached hereto as Exhibit O is a true and accurate copy of 37 N.IR.
2487(a), part of the regulatory history of N.J.A.C. 6A:8, Standards and Assessment.
17.  Attached hereto as Exhibit P is a true and accurate copy of 37 N.JL.R.

2487(a), part of the regulatory history of NJ.A.C. 6A8, Standards and Assessment.
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I hereby certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. I am aware

that if any of the foregoing statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to

Nathaﬂiyg(}. ﬁ}'nﬁn
Dated: March 27, 2015 /

punishment. o
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION
MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY,

AS RECORDED IN THE OFFICIAL MINUTE BOOK

The Rockaway Township Board of Education held a regular voting meeting on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at
6:10 PM at the Copeland Middle School, Lakeshore Drive, Rockaway, New Jersey.

The following members of the Board of Education were present: Mr. Babcock, Mrs. Chabala, Mrs. Chirico,
Mrs. Maluszezak, Mr. Press, Mrs. Salny and Dr. Kurland.

The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Salny seconded by Mrs. Maluszczak, On a Roll Call Vote on
recommendation all present voting yes, motion so carried.

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has issued unfunded mandates requiring expenses relating to
identification and services for students with reading disorders, students who are considered gifted
and tafented, a greatly expanded teacher evaluation system (Teach NJ), a curriculum that is based
upon the Common Core Content Standards, and Statewide testing (PARCC) assessment
technology; and

WHEREAS, the Rockaway Township Board of Education has spent and will continue to spend
no less than one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) for these mandates to be implemented, with more
anticipated to be spent annually; and

WHEREAS, the “State Mandate-State Pay’ Amendment to the New Jersey Constitution was
approved by the voters in November 1995; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey established a Council on Local Mandates to review and
consider the issue of unfunded mandates, and, upon the filing of a Complaint, to issue relief;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Rockaway Township Board of Education
does authorize the filing of a Complaint with the State of Wew Jersey Council on Local Mandates
for each of the above areas of unfunded mandates for funding for same on a refroactive and
prospective basis.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY)
Ss )
COUNTY OF MORRIS )

I, Donnamarie Palmiere, Board Secretary of Rockaway Township Board of Education, in the County of Morris, State
of New Jersey, hereby certify that the foregoing extract from the minutes of the meeting of the Board of Education of
said district duly called and held March 18, 20135, has been compared by me with original minutes as officially
recorded in office in the minute book of said Rockaway Township Board of Education and is a true, complete copy
thereof and of the whole of said original minutes so far as the same relates to the subject matter referred to in said
extract in witness I have here set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of said Board of Education this 19% day of
March 2015.

/4 D
;C, R e G A P oy

DONNAMARIE PALMIERE, Board Secretary
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EXHIBIT D



ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP

B BUDGET YEAR
BOARD OF EDUCATION
HORNO. 5476 P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA, ¥.J. 07842 2014->2015
) , " TEL (973) 627-8200  FAX (973) 627-8552 PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
0N BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
- TAX RY STATE smng CHAPTER 30 - P6625 151441
PLEASE SIGN & RETURN
09/30/2014
VENDOR: PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:
r L ”'? r
THOMAS; MANDY Attn To Kathy Murphy
9 PINE STREET NOv 19201 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
BUDD LAKE, NJ 07828 | —7 g@ ROCKAWAY TWP BD OF ED
15105 P. O. BOX 500, 16 SCHOOL ROAD
HIBERNIA, NJ 07842
[ - L
17.10 | MILES Mileage for Sept. 0.31 36.30
7907/11-000-223-500~44-010- ($36.30)
$36.30
DOR s ) . ' VAYIFOR PAYMENT
0 s el e vty o it MHE;(Z_% e B
* persons within the knowledge of this claimant in comnection with the above dlaim; that the amount $herein stated is justly
4e and owing; and that the amount charged is a reasonable one.

UNDER $150.00

SIGNATURE TLE

IS YOUR COMPANY TS D
INCORPORATED? D

L TAX LD NO. or SOGIAL SECURITY NO. DATE -

IR et R T S R S TN ) s

BOARD SECRETARY

NO ORDER Vf: ID L
" THE Bi

Mo /%w

BOARD SECRETARY

Do s BB N e e e s s



ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS

I DISTRICT MILEAGE RECORD
Date: 0\\‘[(*\‘“3 Month: S€Q+
Name: (ﬂ@ﬂ(—{% /ﬂf\O W\OXS | Title: G‘T
Trip

Travel Date | From To Purpose Mileage*

U8 DBO |CAD GT_curciciluyn /-
CAD 2O tecting, 7./

Moo ting §

49 1SR [DeD J 3.3
D8O | CO a H G. D
CO | Knm ) N |7
Kom | CO L7

il DS |54 B 1) 3.3
56 CAN 1.0
CAD AW Ly
GW_|CO 1.2
CO 58 : 2 Y, q
S ICRD 7.%
CAD 3L 2.
Bw | D80 1.2

Az |Co pyy b ) 7.7
BuW |CO 7.2

Signature: W A

Supervisor’s Signature: %M%

-~

Total Mileage: (;21 ) . i

* See reverse for mileage chart /




ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIE BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Date OHSOJM ; Honth. SQP%
Mame mwdxgmmoua, titte G T
TRAVELT — ‘ ~ T TRiF %
DATE | FROM. | 70 ' PURPOSE | HILEAGE
ql(s cms DBED m@os ~\~e\G’T 2.5
a6 (DB [cal | ¢ T cucciculuna, PN
1cAD 1080] 4eslino v e
PBO w0 fnating § .o
217 ICAD  |SwJ v 0 273
S 080 1.2
NBO | RW 12 .4
91(% b |CAD I 0 |,
cAD [DBO I
DAL |CAD RN
CRO B 0. Y
AN (CAD L ) 1.4
cAD [CO 1.2
A72IDRO EE?*E:S’SM T Congwsmm mguntf\% 153
A3 1PBO 1co | Curti Tl 6. O
2124{CAD 1 CO | curriculoann |
:iﬁ::::r'::g;:/ (‘) %/ ';"OTAL H!LEF;GQ_S_Z_

k(Cam moveren frrn Miloaoce Mzt
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ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BUDGET YEAR

BOARD OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA N.T, (7842
TEL {973) 627-8200 FAX {973) 627-8552

BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPTER 30 - P6623

VOUCHER

IORNO. 32629 2014->2015

PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER

151878

' ALL PACKAGES:: CESAND::
12/31/2014 PLEASE SiGN & RETURN s "CGRRESFO’NDENCEL:‘"'"\
VENDOR: PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:;
I 1 r .
PEARSON ASSESSMENTS Attn To : MILLIE TALBOT
P. O. BOX 1416 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440 ROCKRWAY TWP BD OF ED
P. O. BOX 500, 1% SCHEOOL ROAD
HIBERNIA, NJ 07842
L o L -

- CATALOGT UNIT . ITEM DESCRIPTION | ACCOUNT NUMBER -, ') "UNITPRICE." " |. . TOTAL AMOUNT. . }

26 gach OLSAT 8 ONLINE Testing Materials g.95 258.70
211 inclusive solution includes:
online test, scoring and online
print-on-demand home and student
score reports and downloadable
student data

*** Gr 4-5, Level E, ISEN 4
015-0011-407 *=*~*

7387/11-190~100~-610~44-099- (5258.70)

, // $258.70
IDOR"S i ATION & K ARATIQ L FOR PAYMENT ]
i
o solemply declare and certify under the penalties of the law that the within bill is comec! in ali s particulars; that the ]
tles have been lurnished or services rendered es stated therein; that no bonus fias baen given of received by any person EXTENSION CHECKED BY FINANCE COMMITTEE E
£

Jersons within the knowledge of thls claimant in connection with the above claim; that the emount therein stated is justly
: and owing; and that the amount charged is a reasonable one.

AS ATTACHED

SIGNATURE - . TITLE

5 YOUR COMPANY 185 D /ﬁfﬂqﬁﬁnﬁw

. INCORPORATED?
TAX 1D, NO. ar SOCIAL SECURITY NO. DATE No D BOARD SECRETARY

SOARD SECRETARY




AEWEYS LEARMING

410 us_uoamver

IVOICE NUMEER: 10072868

- S TAX LD, NO: 41-0850527
DATE: 08-JAN-15 Page 1 of 1
GUSTOMER CREDIT
L TO: LOCATED AT: NC.: 1301096 |reF, NO

ATTN: ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP 8D
16 SCHOOL RD

HIBERNIA, NJ 07842

ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP 8D
16 SCHOOL RD
HIBERNIA, NJ 07842

Reference Number, -4641780

PURCHASE INFORMATION SHIPPING INFORMATION PAYMENT INFORMATION
CHASE ORDER: (MOST RECENT SHIPMENT) TERME: NET 38
151878 SHIF DATE:  08-JAN-15 DUEDATE:  DR-FEB-15
. CONTACT:  800-843-0018 {Toll Free)
CARRER:  BWAY 201-767-5029 (FAX)
B NUMEBER: ()
T
DESCRIPTION UiM ary ; UNIT PRICE EXTENDED PRICE
150011407 OLSAT8 ONLINE LEVEL E Each 26 [N 9.95 258.70
'OICE SUMMARY:
TOTAL FOR ALL LINE ITEMS 258.70
7.00% STATE TAX 0.00
0.00% COUNTY TAX 0.00
0.00% CITY TAX 0.00
e Terms and Conditions of Sale and Use enclosed or at
tpliwww pearsonclinical.comflegatftermsofsale. html apply
rgister at hitps://ipay.pearson.com/OA_HTML/SelfRegistration.jsp for on-line
cess
sy certify that the foregoing amount is just and SUBTOTAL IaX TOTAL
t, that the amount claimed is legally due, after {usw;
g afl just credits, and that no part of the same hag been paid. 258.70 0.00 258 70
Remit by Check to:
NCS PEARSON, INC.
13036 COLLECTION CENTER DRIVE
\ CHICAGQ, IL 60693
-, (J(/—/ Remit by Wire or AGH ta:
CH/ ﬁ—‘ Bank of America - Account Name: NCS Pearson Inc.’
ACH: # 071-000-038 WIRE: #02680-0858-3
)irecic%//{)ustemer Financial Services Acceunt Not 81881-03388 SWIFT: BOFAUSIN
) ORIGINAL {include invoice number in transmission)
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ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BUDGET YEAR

BOARD OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNLA N.J. 07842
Tfﬂ.(973)627 8200 FAJ((973)627 &552

B0 BOARDS OF EDUCAIION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
e TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPTER 30 - P.6625

VOUCHER

PLEASE SIGN & RETURN

201A >2015

IDOR NG, 2501
' PURCHASE GRBER NUMBER :

B 10/31/2014

'vs-;uooé: L O PRI N P,REPAY'TRA_NSPOMA;EONi-cgj'ﬁms‘as&s‘i—fﬁPTo:.
?RUWROCK PRESS

P.O. BOX 8813 © .
WACO, TX 76714“88 '

gach %% FAXING ORDER < DO NOT DUPLICATE S 0.00

***

733?/11*130m166—610u44—099— ($109.95) T
' $108. 95

' st_er_(wru_ns

IS YOUR coMpANy YeS D
INGORPORATEDT  1yo D _

P'ag”e_ 1

L TAX 1.0, NO. or SOCIAL SECURITY NG, ORTE

" BDARD SECRETARY




Prufrock Press Inc Page Customer 1D Invoice ID
PO Box 8813 1 1849 346611
Waco, TH 76714-8813 USA
W'l Phone: (800} 998-2208 Ref Date Order Date Ship Date
| Fax: (800) 240-0.33 19/1/14 125114 T 11/26/1
| Federal Tax ID: 742833395 L2t s 172604
Ship To 1D; 246852
Rockaway Twp BOE Millie Talbot
Sold To:  Accounts Payable Ship Rockaway Twp BOE
PO Box 500 Jp: 16 School Rd
Hibernia, NI 07842 Hibernia, NJ (7866
siomer PO# . - Paymemt By . Rep . Shipped Via ;- - Terms Ordered By
371 PS Grouné Commerci Net 30 Days
C Tifle s w0 ListPrice Ordered:” . Shipped * = BO Disc' NetPrice |, Extension,
1555634278  SIGS - School Rating Scale Forms (25) 50.00 2 2 50.00 100.00
al Units Shipped: 2
Product Total Sales Tax Shipping Tnvoice Total Pre-Paid Paid With Order Balance Due
3100.00 $0.00 $9.95 $109.95 $0.00 $0.00 $109.95

fo= ..




EXHIBIT G



ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BUDGET YEAR
2014->2015

BOARD OF EDUCATION
P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA, N.I. 07842
TEL (973) 627-8200  FAX (973) 627-8552

BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPTER 30 - P6625

VOUCHER { T

PLEASE SIGN & RETURN R ORRESEONAENCE

SORNO. 4p94

'PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER

151341

08/31/2014
VENDOR: _ PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:
r ) "
SCHOLASTIC TESTING SERVICE, INC. Attn To : Kathy Murphy
480 MEYER ROAD 0CT‘2€120 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
BENSENVILLE, IL 60106-1617 ROCKAWAY TWP BD OF ED
iBLDr] f]f) P, 0. BOX 500, 16 SCEOOL ROAD
HIBERNIA, NJ 07842
L.
NTITY. [ " CATALOG/UNIT '} “ /. '« * *. ITEM DESCRIPTION LACCOUNT NUMBER {"" UNITPRICE “ -} TOTAL AMOUNT. "
5 gach Figural TTCT: Thinking Creatvely with 62.10 310.50
FPictures Starter Set (Form A,
Enghlish)
5 each Verbal TTCT: Thinking creatively with £2.10 310.50
Words Starter Set (Form A)
1 | each Shipping FAXING ORDER  Sese 65.00 L5700
attached = . V;C%K‘
,, .
EXOMiree Kt < o
7388/11~190-100~610-44-300~ ({$686.00}
_S686TT0
DR & . ’ oY LJ AMWOR pAYMENT :

L/

do solemnly declare and cerfify under the penalties of the law that the within bitl is comes! in all its particutars; that the
ricles have been fumnished or services rencered as staled therein; ol no bonus has beer given or reeived by any person
1 peesans within the knowledge of this claimant in cnnnechen with the above claim; that the amount therein stated is justly

ue and owing; and tha the amount ch gpdtas
i ; ] '{E D BOART SECRETARY
T

TLE

: : B JARD ! : -
SENATURE
5 YOUR COMPANY TB5 D W %{

INCORPORATED? 4 D

EXTENSION CHECKEDRY, FINANCE COMMITTEE

=
T TR T WO, or SOCIAL BECURITY NO. DATE BOARD SECRETARY Page 1




480 Meyer Road
Benserviils, L 80108
630-766-7150
FAX: 630-7686-8054

MEASURTHENT,
EVALLIATION

314-739-3650

SUHULASTIU TESTING SERKVIUE, INLU.
4320 Green Ash Drive
Earth Cly, Missour 83045

FAX: 314-736-3857

BILLTO: 006826SL1-A

SHIP TO: 006826S01-B

(

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
J ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BOE

INVOICE

Invoice #:229752K
Inv Data: 9/24/2014

I
L KATHY MURPHY
i

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BOE

PO BOX 500
HIBERNIA NJ. 07842-0500 18 SCHOOL RD
i FHBERNIA , NJ. 07842 y
one: 573-627-8200 phone: 973-627-8200
3CRo: | Order#: T77746K P.C. Number: ’151341 7
antity i Catno | Materials/Service r Description-Detail Grade ! UnitCost cTotal
51 TT171802|STARTER SET-20-8 CTTCT, FiGUR_AL A $62.10 $310.50
5¢ TT141862/STARTER SET-20-S TTCT, VERBAL A $62.10 $310.50
1 TTI100008 EXAMINER KIT TICT, VERBAL FORMS A&B $45.00 $45.00
z 1 Voucher Enclosed
T Sales Total: $666.00
nit fo:  Scholastic Testing Service, Inc. ‘ Ia?:ca?[éﬁs._a[_esz $666.00 Tax: $0.00
ax Rate:
4320 Green Ash Dr e
Earth City, Mo. 63045 Postage/Mandling: 517.25
1S: Net 30 Days. (Amount due in U.S. Dollars) INVOICE AMOUNT: $683.25
Payments/Credits: $0.00

8/28/2014 Balance Due;

$683.25
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ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP BUDGET YEAR

BOARD OF EDUCATION
BORNO. 5 hos P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA, N.J. 07842 _2014->2015
TEL (973) 627-8200  FAX (973) 627-8552 "PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
‘ol BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPTER 30 - P6625 151756

VO U C H E R "THIS NUMBER MUST APPEAR ON
AL PACKAGES, INVGICES AND .

E: PLEASE SIGN & RETURN 7 CORRESPONDENCE! |

11/30/2014
VENDOR: PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:
r : 9
N.J.A.G.C. - ~°  Attn To : MILLIE TALBOT

P.0. BOY 667 VN 9T g CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
MT. LAUREL, NJ 0B054-0667 VY & s 43 ROCKAWAY TWP BD OF ED

N i;_/’c,lLOOL P. 0. BOX 500, 16 SCHOCL ROAD

LHIBERNIA, NJ 07842

fay

each New Jersey Association for Gifted 40.00 40.00
Children Membership for Mandy Thomas

each 24th Annual NJAGC Conference * March 158.00 158,00
6, 2015

iy

The Hotel
Somerset-Eridgewater

110 Davidson Ave., Somerset,
NJ 08873

*** ATTENDEE: Mandy

oy e o k
Thomas *ox ok

8012/11-000-221-580~44~012~ ($159.00)
7102/11-000-221~800-44~000- (S40.00)

MQW\\OQFS\MW&# 377 $199.00

()

APFRQVAL FOR PAYMENT

do solemnly declare and cerlfy under e penallies of the law that he within bill is correst in af ils parlicalars; that the ﬂ./(/
ticles have been fumished or services rendered as stated therein; that no bones has been given or received by any persen EXTENSION CHECKER: 8Y FINCE COMMITTEE
“ persons within the knowledge of this cleimant in connection with the abeve claim; fhat the amount therein stated is justly
s and owing; and that the amount charged is & reasonable one.

w fa
K

ris}y

BOARD SECRETARY

NG ORDER VAL UNLESS Sit

: R T I - _____ THE BOARD R AR

SIGNATURE EEEE ’ TITLE

]
IS YOUR COMPANY TS ; /?’jw
i e INCORPORATED? 5 31 ; F n :'

£ TAX LDL WO or SOCHIAL SECURITY MO, DATE Ne D BOARD SECRETARY Pa ge 1

MGL PRINTING BOLUTIONS

P Y e T T e —dmma mmm om v e s mmw e o
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New Jersey Association for Gifted Children

Invoice
24th Annual Conference - Gifted Education: Full STEAM Ahead!

TO: Rockaway Township BOE
PO Box 500
Hibernia, NJ 07842-
Attn  Accounts Payable

PO Number: 151756
PO Date: 11/30/2014

Invoice Date 12/31/2014

Canference Attendee Session: Fee

Membership No.: 3778 ! yr. Full Member Dues  $40.00
Mandy Thomas Friday Conference Fee $159.00

Total: $199.00

Payment Terms: Please remit payment upon receipt to:

NJAGC
P.0. Box 667

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054-0667
Phone & Fax: (856) 273-7530

Thank you!

NJAGC is 501(c)(3) Charity (Non-Profit) Federal Tax ID# 22-3341115

P.O. Box 667 4 Mount Laurel, NI 08034 4 §56-273 7530
wwi.njage.org 4 njage@mjage.org
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— e ey g %

YA v raRan

- R wr (=gl AT R o Y
BOARD QF EDUCATIO I
P.O. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA, N.J. 07842 _ UEErea0ls

TEL (973) 627-8200  FAX (973) 627-8552 :

J 04RDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM S4LES
TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPTER 30 - 6625

DORND. 50710

151278

- 1

i )

; : FHIS NUMBER MUST APPEAR ON.
: i L - PAEKAGES, INVOIDESAND, _ J
YO0B/37/2014 ' Ll TCORRESPONDENGE. -
VENDOR: PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:
r~ .

T r
N.J.C.GC.T.F. ) SV 0w
2 HICKORY wAY
MOUNT ARLINGTON, NJ 07B5&

Attn Tc : Kathy Murphy

CURRICULLN & INSTRUCTION
BCT 20 2094 RCCKAWAY TWP B 0F

P. C. 30X ECD, 16 SCHOCL RGAD
!”‘lé;épjngé;\\~w :

RBTBIRNIA, NI 07TB4?
i . - L
il 15 SR IR CE R s B Y A v L
ML SR G i UNITPRICE - TOTAL AMOUNT
each New Jersey consort ium Membership fee 350.00 35C. 50
for the 2014-2915 school year [or
Mandy Thomas —
7102/11~OOD-221w800~44*000— ($35C.00;
$35C.0¢C

cemnly deciare ang cartity nder the penalties of the iaw hal the with n B! s comved in gt i’s pantielars; that tha
& have bean futr ished of servines rencered as stated ferain, f1at no bomus hes besa aven or recelvad byar:f’pe
50 wiftip the knowladge o #4is claimant in cannacticn yith “he above claim; that the amouni ] 5j
¥ Dwifnd and Bat the amount charged j-q teasonahls ora,

wita

SIBNATURE (/
;23 -/, 6%#'/-5? éﬂ? _Z// Dﬁf}g /fé/ I8 YOUR COMPany YES 8

10 ND. of SL- 0l BECURT NG, INCORPORATED? g D

E BOARD SECRETARY

THE '

P

Py
30ARD SECRETARY rage L

W ,6# ' N.‘Q'QR%I!ER\I LIEY LIN ESS SIGNED BY

YWHHTRER SMnidy -~ RECM AT ¥ &N BOTIHDM B0 mavhoru T o L e W L i Lt [P R —
L°d o oacent o-cra



- f New Jersey Consortium for Gifted and Talented Programs
2 Hickoty Way Mz, Ariingtan, NJ 07856
tedffax (573) 810-3365  njgteonsore@yahoo.com

*Accelerate*Croate*Enrich*

To: Board of Education

Date: July 2014

Re: NJCGTP Membership Fee (2014-2015)

I NVOIC §\>

Quantity ltem - Amount

New Jersey Consortium Membership Fee
for the 2014 -2015 School Year $350.00

Attention All Members:

Please fill out the portion below for the New Jersey Consortium Mailing List
and E-mail it back to: njgtconsort@yahoo.com as soon as possible!
Please print legibly. Thank you.

GT Teacher Name (s)_{1}o.0 d\l Thomoes  emai m+h0MQS @ md(.jt_\’\/ L.
org
W,

SchoolDistict_Ro OO @Lileﬁm\'\{!}{) Address 418 Minera] Speings Or.
city__Dover” state. N9 zip 67501

School Phone 113~ 301 1330ext 3277 sehool Fax 3 13-3(, 1~ F537

Home No. 103+ 3470 - Y833 car 9734795730

Business Office Contact Person

Business Office Address

Business Office Tel. Business Office Fax
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ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF EDUCATION

P.0. BOX 500 - HIBERNIA, N.J. 07842
TEL (973) 627-8200  FAX (973) 627-8552

JoR BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES
TAX BY STATE STATUTE CHAPYER 30 - P6625

VOUCHER

PLEASE SIGN & RETURN

BUDGET YEAR

2014->2015
PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER

151342

SNUMBER: MUST APPEAR ON.]
ACKAGES, INVOICES AN

= 08/31/2014 CORRESPONDENCE
VENDOR: PREPAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGES & SHIP TO:
r e —_— -—-‘-“w-,}?"
RUTGERS K-12 MATH WORKSHOPS Attn To : Kathy Murphy
DIMACS - CORE NOV 192004 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

¢ FRELINGHUYSEN ROAD

L

—_— ROCKAWAY TWP EBD OF ED
PISCATAWAY, NJ 08854-8019 . ‘ _7) /002\ P. O, BOX 500, 16 SCHOOL ROAD
' HIBERNIA, NJ (7842
A

2 registratio) Workshop registratcin for Gifted 148.00
Educaton Conference at Rutgers for J.
Storts and M. Thomas
November 20, 2014
8012/11-000-221-500-44-012~ {S298.00)
$298.00
DOR - ATION & I ARATIO APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT

do solemnly declare and certify under the penalties of the law that the within bilf is correct in alt its particutars; that the
ticles have been fumished or sarvices rendered as stated thereln; that no bonus has been given of raceived by any person | DXTENSION CHEGKED 2Y
 persons within the knowledge of this claimant in connection with the above claim; that the amount therein stated is justly

FINANCE COMMITTEE @//

ue and owing; and thal the amount charged is a reasanable one. /4

BOARD SECRETARY

AS ATTACHED

SIGNATURE FTE

"
[ TAX 1. N&_ or SOCIAL SECURITY N DATE WCORPORATED? g D

ALID UNLES
E BOARD SECR

1
*
{5 YOUR COMPANY 188 D W

S SIGNED BY
TARY __

BOARD SECRETARY Page l




Date: October 8, 2014

INVOICE

TO: Rackaway Township Board of Education Purchase Order #151342
P.O. Bax 500
Hibernia, NJ 07842
Re: J. Storts & M. Thomas
Please pay upon receipt for the following services:
Services Total Due

Date

November 20,
2014

Registration for J. Storts and M. Thomas o attend the Gifted
Education Conference at Rutgers University-New Brunswick,

November 20, 2014.

$288.00

Please make check payable to Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey and mail to:

The Office of Summer and Winter Sessions
Division of Continuing Studies
Rutgers, The Staie University of New Jersey
55 Commercial Avenue, Suite 120
New Brunswick, NJ 03801
Attn: Dominique Houze

Rurgers, The State University of New Jersey
Division of Continuing Studies
5% Camimerslal Avenus
New Brunswick, NI 07503

84B-932-7565
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ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP SUDRET VEAR
B()J&Il[ig)E;EJ)EJ(:AﬂYI(}Fi

vg@oamo.5548 2014->2015

151670

DATE:  13/31/2014

HIBERNIA, NG 07842

2,7%8.99

3 pf Print Stlckers, 30 iéépfrog
B sticks, Simplify 3D (TM)
2, Creatyr Toolkit, 8;rolls of

pporr lncluded ln #urchase
399,00

fENSED WARR%NTY
Lo 183.00

MO ORDER‘ VAL!B UNLESS SIGNED BY
_TH BOARD SECPETARY .

I8 YOUR COMPANY 08 @- @%W{/ /QM

. INCORPORATEDT Tage
TFETRTUAL TAX 1D NO. o BOGUAL SECLAITY MO, TATE Na D AR BECRITARY Fage 1

VI WED OBV L QIR AT VY AR DETTIOM EAD BAVASERT CHF DEVEDOE Qi MGL FRTISG 0L teloy




?15!2014 ) rvoice

17245 NE 65th 5t

Suite 200 l n VO i Ce

Redmond, WA 28052

pate Order #
i2/05/2014 295876

Biiling Address Representative Payment Type Due Date
MILLIE TALBOT Unknown GovNet30 11/24/2014

Rockaway Twp Bd of Ed

16 Schooi Road

Hibernia, New lersey (07842~
0500

United States

9736278200 ext. 210

Shipping Address
MILLIE TALBOT
Rockaway Twp Bd of Ed
16 School Road
Hibernia, New Jersey 07842~
0500
United States
9736278200 ext. 210
Shipping
Price

Freight Economy LTL
Est. - Commercial $183.00

Shipping Method

Qty Description Price Ea. Amount

i Leapfrog 3D Printing Educational Package w/ Creatr $3,198.59 $3,198.99

Dual Extruder 3D Printer
(Part: LFECREATREDU)

Add_parts_and_accessories: No Thanks
Add_extended_warranty: 1 Year Extended Warranty

Order Summary

Subtotal: $3,198,99

Adjustments: $0.00

Promotions: $0.00

Gov Net 30 Adj: $0.00

Sales Tax: $0.00

Shipping: $183.00

Grand Total: $3,381.99

Payments/Credits $0.00
Balance Due: $3,381.99

Thank you

s:/foffice-usculter coresense,com/print_invoice.phpd. -

e
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AliOnline District Pelicies http:/fwww strausse smay. com/seportal/ Public/DismictPolicy.aspx?po ..

Rockaway Township Board of Education

Home

< Prey |_Next > | District Policy

Sopreh bistrict 2464- GIFTED AND TALENTED PUPILS (M)

District Policies .
TOC Section: Program

Date Created: January, 2013
Date Edited: January, 2013

M

The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to identify gifted
and talented pupils within the school district and to provide these
pupils appropriate instructional adaptations and services. To that end,
the Board directs each such pupil in the school district be identified
and offered an appropriate educational program and services.

For purposes of this policy, gifted and talented pupils will be defined as
those exceptionally able pupils who possess or demonstrate high levels
of abilities, in one or more content areas, when compared to their
chronological peers in the district and who require modification of
their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with
their capabilities.

The Board will deveiop appropriate curricutar and instructional
modifications to be used for gified and talented pupils indicating
content, process, products and learning environments.

The Superintendent will develop procedures, using multiple measures,
for an ongoing identification process and appropriate educational
challenges for gifted and talented pupils initiated in Kindergarten and
reviewed annually through grade eight. The identification
methodology will be developmentally appropriate, non-discriminatory
and related to the programs and services offered by the district. These
procedures will be reviewed annually.

The educational program offered to gifted and talented pupils will
encourage and challenge them in the specific areas of their abilities,
but will not replace the basic instructional program of the various
grades of this district. The program offered to a gifted and talented
pupil may be infused into the pupil’s regular instructional program,
provided that a written description of the infusion has been prepared
and fited in the pupil’s record.

Programs for the gifted and talented will be periodically evaluated for

f2 S - - 3/6/2015 4:12 PM



ANOniine Districr Policies hitp://www straussesmay.comy'seportal/Public/DiswrictPolicy.aspx?po...

their continuing efficacy and adjusied accordingly.

The parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of any pupil identified as gifted or
talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address
the pupil’s particular needs.

N.JL.S.A. 18A:61A-2; 18A:35-4.16
N.JAC 6:37-1.1; 6A:8-1.3; 6A:8-3.1{a}5.
P.L. 108-382, Sec. 10201 et seq.

Adopted: 23 January 2013

f2 3/6/20154:12 PM
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Page i

1 of | DOCUMENT

NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Copyright © 2015 by the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law

*** This file includes all Regulations adopted and published through the ***
**% New Jersey Register, Vol. 47 No. 5, March 2, 2015 ==*

TITLE 6A. EDUCATION
CHAPTER 8. STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT
SUBCHAPTER 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS

NJAC 64:8-3.] (2015)
§ 6A:8-3.1 Curricutum and instruction

{a) District boards of education shali ensure that curriculum and instruction are designed and delivered in such a way
that all students are able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills specified by the CCCS and shall ensure that appropri-
ate instructional adaptations are designed and delivered for students with disabilities, for ELLs, for students enrolled in
alternative education programs, and for students who are gifted and talented.

1. The Department shall provide district boards of education with Standards support materials that suggest a variety
of activities and strategies that may assist in the development of local curricula aligned with the CCCS,

2. District boards of education shall encourage the active involvement of representatives from the community,
business. industry, labor, and higher education in the development of educational programs aligned with the CCCS.

1. District boards of education shall be responsible for assessing and publicly reporting on the progress of all stu-
dents in developing the knowledge and skilis specified by the CCCS, inciuding civics, financial literacy, and all content
areas not currently included in the Statewide assessment program.

4, District boards of education shall be responsible for developing for all students with disabilities educational pro-
grams aligned with the CCCS with appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or modifications as de-
termined by the 1EP or 504 team,

5. District boards of education shail be responsible for identifying gifted and talented students and shall provide
them with appropriate instructional adaptations and services.

. District boards of education shall make provisions for an ongoing K-12 identification process for gified and tal-
ented students that includes multiple measures,

ii. District boards of education shall provide appropriate kindergarten-through-grade-12 (K-12) educational services
for gifted and talented students,

jii. District boards of education shall develop appropriate curricular and instructional modifications used for gifted
and talented students indicating content, process, products, and learmning environment.

iv, District boards of education shall take into consideration the Pre-K-Grade 12 Gifted Programming Standards of
the National Association for Gified Children in developing programs for gifted and talented students.—

6. District boards of education shall actively assist and support professionai development for teachers, educational
services staff, and schoo! Jeaders, including their efforts to meet mandatory professional development requirements
specified in N.J.A.C. 6A:9C-3.
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i. District boards of education shall facilitate the development and implementation by school leaders of professional
growth plans aligned with the requirements set forth at NJA.C 64:9C.

7. District boards of education shall be responsible for developing for ELLs English language assistance programs
that are aligned to the CCCS and the English language development standards.

{b) District boards of education shall be responsible for the delivery of educational programs at the elementary and
secondary levels using a coherent sequence of activities to prepare ail students for college and careers upon their gradu-
ation. Examples of such programs include, but are not limited to, academic programs, career and technical education
programs. and/or magnet programs.

1. District boards of education shall impiement educational programs that prepare all students for success in college
and careers, including the kindergarten through grade eight development of academic skills integra! to success in high
school courses.

2. District hoards of education of scheol districts that inciude students in at least two of the grades from six through
12 shall develop opportunities for personalization that strengthen relationships among students, teachers, staff members,
families, and the larger community for students in grades six through 12,

(¢) District boards of education shall be responsible for the review and continuous improvement of curricuium and
instruction based upon changes in knowledge, technology, assessment results, and modifications to the CCCS, accord-
ing to NJAC 6A:8-2.

I. District boards of education shall include interdiscipiinary connections throughout the K-12 curticulum.
2, District boards of education shail integrate into the curriculum 2 1st century themes and skills.

3. District boards of education shall provide the time and resources to develop, review, and enhance in-
ter-disciplinary connections, supportive curricula, and instructional tools for helping students acquire required
knowiedge and skills. The tools include, but are not limited 1o

i. A pacing guide;
ii. A list of core instructional materials, including various levels of texts ar each grade level,
ili. Benchmark assessments; and

iv. Modifications for special education students. for ELLs in accordance with  N.JA.C. 6473, for students at risk
of school failure, and for gified students,

(d) District boards of education shall establish procedures whereby any student whose parent or guardian presents
1o the school principal a signed statement that any or part of the instruction in health, family life education, or sex edu-
cation is in conflict with his or her conscience or sincerely held moral or religious beliefs shall be excused from that part
of the course where such instruction is being given and, pursuant to M.J.S.4. /84:35-4 7, no penalties shall resuit.

HISTORY:
Amended by R.2002 d.357, effective November 4, 2002,
See: 34 NJLR. 2816(a), 34 NJR 3804(a).

In (a), added new 3, recodified former 3 and 4 as 4 and 5 with amendments in new 5 and recodified former 5 and 6
as 6 and 7.

Amended by R.2003 d.430, effective November 3, 2003,
See: ISNJR 2551(a), 35 NJR 5077(a).

In (a), deleted former 4, recodified former S as 4 and rewrote the paragraph, and recodified former 6 and 7 as 5 and

Amended by R.2005 d.213, effective July 5, 2005,
See: 37 NJR. 833(a), 37 NJ.R. 2487 (a).
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Rewrote (a); in (b), substituted "vocational-technical education" for "occupationaliechnical” following "academic
programs" in the second sentence.

Amended by R.2009 d.234, effective July 20, 2009,
See: 41 NJR 1302(a), 41 NJ.R 2779(¢c).

In the introductory paragraph of (a). substituted "ELLs" for "students with limited English proficiency": in (a)1,
substituted "Standards support materials” for "curriculum frameworks"; in (a}3, inserted "civics, financial literacy, and
all"; in the introductory paragraph of ()6, updated the N.J A C. references; added (a}6i and (a)6ii; in (a)7. substituted
"ELLs" for "limited English proficient students": added (b)} and (b)2; and added (c}} through {c)3.

Amended by R.2013 d.144, effective December 16, 2013,
See: 4INJKR [323(a), 45 NS R 2545(a).

Rewrote the section.

Administrative change.

See: 46 NJR 1743 ¢a),

NOTES:
Chapter Notes
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#*% This file includes al! Regulations adopted and published through the ***
*** New Jersey Register, Vol 47 No. 5, March Z, 2015 ***

TITLE 6A. EDUCATION
CHAPTER 8. STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT
SUBCHAPTER |. GENERAL PROVISIONS

NJAC 64:8-1.3 (2015}
§ 6A:8-1.3 Definitions

The following words and terms shalt have the following meanings when used in this chapter unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise,
"Accommodations or modifications to the Statewide assessment system” means changes in testing procedures or
formats that provide students with disabilities and English Janguage learners (ELLs) an equitable opportunity 1o partici-
pate in assessment and demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the areas assessed,

"ACTFL" means the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages,
"Adult education assessment test" means a test approved by the United States Department of Education that is used
io award a State-issued high school dipioma.

"Advanced Placement courses" means courses aligned with course descriptions provided by the College Board and
intended to provide students with the opportunity to complete college-level studies during secondary school.

"Advanced proficient” means a student-achieved score at or above the cut score, which demarks a comprehensive
and in-depth understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by a content-area component of any State assessment.

"All students” means every student enrolled in public elementary, secondary, and adult high school education pro-
grams within the State of New Jersey, including general education students, students with disabilities, and English lan-
guage learners {ELLs).

"AHSA" means the Alternative High School Assessment, which is an alternative assessment that measures high
school competency in selected areas of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

"Annual measurable objectives" or "AMOs" means the performance targets set by New Jersey in the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) flexibility waiver approved by the United States Department of Education,

"APA" means the Alternate Proficiency Assessment used to determine cumulative student achievement of the
knowledge and skilis specified by the Core Curriculum Content Standards for students with disabilities who are unable
to participate in the component of the Statewide assessment for grades three through eight or the HSPA in accordance
with N.JAC 64:74-4.70,

“Approved private schools for the disabled" means incorporated entities approved by the Department according to
NJAC 64:14-7.2 or 7.3 to provide special education and related services to students with disabilities who have been
placed by the district board of education or charter school responsible for providing their education.

"Assessment” means a State-developed or State-approved standardized instrument or process that measures student
performance levels on the Core Curricujum Content Standards.
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"Career awareness, exploration, and preparation” means instruction and programs that assist students to clarify ca-
reer goals; explore career possibilities; develop employability skills; develop foundational knowledge necessary for
success in the workplace; and make the transition from school to careers, including college, training, and employment.

"Career and technical education” means as defined in NJAC 64:79-1.2.
“"Charter school" means as defined in NJAC 64.11-1.2.

"Chief school administrator” means the superintendent of schools or the administrative principal who works direct-
ly with the district board of education if there is no superintendent in the school district.

"CLEP" means College-Level Examination Program, which enables students to receive college credit by eaming
qualifying scores on examinations that are offered by the College Board and cover material taught in courses most stu-
dents take as requirements in the first two years of coliege. A college usually grants the same amount of credit to stu-
dents earning satisfactory scores on the CLEP examination as it grants to students successfully completing the course,

"Content equivalent” means courses or activities that include the same or equivalent knowledge and skills as found
in traditionally titied courses that are required for high school graduation and are aligned with the Core Curriculum
Content Standards. The content must be taught by certified teachers, may be integrated in one or more courses, may be
titled differentty, or may present material in an interdiscipiinary or spiral format.

"Core Curriculum Content Standards” or "CCCS$" means standards adopted by the State Board of Education on
May !, 1996, and as thereafter revised by the State Board, and the Common Core State Standards adopted by the State
Board on June 16, 2010, and as thereafter revised by the State Board, that describe the knowledge and skills all New
Jersey students are expected to acquire by benchmark grades in the following areas: English language arts; mathemat-
ics: science; social studies: visual and performing arts; comprehensive health and physical education; world languages;
technology; and 21st career life and careers. The standards are established for the provision of a thorough and efficient
education pursuant to N.J.S A /84, 7F-46 and as a basis for the evaluation of school districts in accordance with
N.JAC. 6A:30-1.4,

"Credit" means the award for the equivalent of a class period of instruction, which meets for a minimum of 40
minutes, one time per week during the school vear or as approved through N.J4.C. 64:8-5.7{a)2.

"Cut score” means a score on the assessment scales that demarcates the various performance levels {partially profi-
cient, proficient, and advanced proficient).

"ELL" means English language leamer, indicating a person who is in the process of acguiring English and has a
first language other than English. ELLs sometimes are referred to as limited English proficient (LEP),

"English language development standards” means as defined in N.J.A.C. 64:75-1.2.
"ESL" means as defined in MNJAC 64:15-1.2.

“Evaluation,” formerly called "monitoring,” means the process by which the Commissioner or his or her designee
evaluates the status of each schoo! district or charter school.

"504 plan” means a written educational plan prepared by the 504 team for a 504 student.

"$04 student” means a student who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life func-
tion; has been determined eligible for services, including accommodations and modifications by the school district’s 564
team; and has a 504 plan.

"504 team” means a group of persons that makes program and placement decisions according to Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 20 U.S.C § 794, and 34 CFR § 104.35(¢).

"GED" means tests of General Educational Development taken in order to qualify for a State-issued high school di-
pioma.

"Gifted and falented students™ means students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more
content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the Jocal school district and who require moedifications of
their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities,

"HSPA" means the High School Proficiency Assessment, which is used to determine student achievement of the
knowledge and skills specified by the CCCS.
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"1EP" means individualized education program as defined in NJAC 64:74-1 3
"MEP team" means as defined in N.JA.C 64:14-1.3.
"Indicator" means statements that further delineate the CCCS,

“Individuatized student learning opportunities” means student experiences based upon specific instructional objec-
tives that meet or exceed the CCCS at the high school level. Such opportunities may occur in all CCCS and may in-
clude, but are not limited to, independent study; online learning; study-abroad programs; student exchange programs;
and structured learning experiences, including, but not limited to, work-based programs, intemnships, apprenticeships,
and service leaming experiences. The opportunities shall be based on student interests and career goals.

"Instructional adaptation" means an adjustment or modification to instruction enabling students with disabilities,
ELLs, or students in alternative education programs or who are gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and/or
demonstrate knowledge and application of the CCCS.

“Interdisciplinary connections” means integrating CCCS and skills from one or more content areas into instruction
and assessment of another content area.

"Laboratory/inquiry-based science course" means a course in which students are systematically provided with on-
going opportunities to use data drawn from or to interact divectly with the natural and designed/engineered world, using
tools, data celiection techniques, models, and scientific concepts and principies.

"Magnet program” means a distinctive program designed to:
i, Attract students by offering a specialized curriculum based on a special theme or method of instruction: and

2. Substantially strengthen the knowledge of academic subjects and the attainment of tangible and marketable vo-
cational. technological, and professional skills of students attending the program.

"MOPI" means the ACTFL Modified Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment of functional
speaking ability often used to test lower proficiency ranges,

"Native language" means the language or mode of communication first learned by the student.

"OP1" means the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment of functional speaking
ability currently available in 37 world languages.
“"Pacing guide" means a schedule that includes aligned concepts, topics and skills related to a particular curricuium

{0 be addressed over a defined period of time. It is not a prescriptive, iock-step set of lesson plans that impede an edu-
cator'’s ability to exercise flexibility in meeting students' fearning needs.

"partially proficient” means a student-achieved score below the cut score, which demarks a solid understanding of
the content measured by an individual section of any Siate assessment.

"Performance level” means one of several categories describing student proficiency with regard to the achievement
of the CCCS,

"Personalization” means enabling students te build and strengthen relationships with peers, teachers, other staff
members, families, and the community at large through multiple strategies that promote engagement and high expecta-
tions based on individual interests and aptitudes, and that are conducive to successful teaching and learning experiences.

“Personalized Student Learning Plan” means a formalized plan and process that involves students sefting teaming
zoals based on personal, academic, and career interests, beginning in the middle school grades and continuing through-
out high school with the close support of adult mentors, including teachers, counselors, and parents,

"Professional deveiopment” means a comprehensive, sustained, and intensive approach to improving the effective-
ness of teachers, principals, and other school personnel in raising student achievement.

"Proficient” means a student-achieved score at or above the cut score, which demarks a solid understanding of the
content measured by an individual section of any State assessment.

"QSAC" means the Quality Single Accountability Continuum, which is used pursuant to M.J.A.C. 6430 to review
and evaluate school district operations.
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“Rehabilitation Act” means the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §§ 707 et seq., as wnended in 1992,

"Service learning experience” means a method that allows students or participants to learn and develop through ac-
tive participation in thoughtfully organized activities that are conducted in and meet the needs of a community, and that
help foster civic responsibility, Service Jearning experiences shall be coordinated with the community and with an ele-
mentary or secondary school, institution of higher education, or community-services program; shall be integrated into
and enhance the school district's academic curriculum; and shall provide structured time for students to reflect on the
service experience. '

"STAMP” means Standards-based Measurement of Proficiency, which is a test that is delivered, graded, and re-
ported online, and that assesses students' language proficiency from the "Novice-Low" 1o the “Intermediate-Mid"

Uit

benchmark levels,

"Standards support materials” means documents published by the Department that include and etaborate on the
CCCS for preschool through grade 12 education, and that may assist in the development of local curricula.

"State Board" means the New Jersey State Board of Education.

"State-endorsed diploma” means a locally-issued document awarded to an exiting student indicating successful
completion of high school graduation requirements,

"State-issued high school diploma” means a diploma issued by the State of New Jersey.
"Structured learning experience” means as defined in NJAC 64.79-71.2.

"Study abroad programs” means programs that enable New Jersey students to atiend @ high school in another coun-
try for a semester or full academic year to acquire academic and cross-cuitural skills that will help them live and work n
a globally interdependent world.

“Technological literacy” means students meeting CCCS 8.1 Educational Technology, obtained through the integra-
tion of effective educational technology practices, strategies, and toois throughout all curricular areas.

"Transcript” means a document for all students exiting the public education system that describes a student's pro-
gress toward achievement of the CCCS and other relevant experiences and achievements.

"Twenty-first century careers” means careers and occupations that have been impacted by rechnoiogical and globatl
forces and are in an engoing state of reinvention due to technological advances and e-commerce,

"Twenty-first century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness; financial, economic, business,
and entrepreneurial literacy; civic literacy; health literacy; learning and innovation skills, including creafivity and inno-
vation, critical thinking and problem solving, and communication and collaboration; information, media, and technoio-
gy skills: and life and career skills, including flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social and
cross-cultural skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility.

HISTORY:
Amended by R.2002 d.357, effective November 4, 20072,
See: 34 NJR 29/6(a), 34 NJR. 3804(a).

Rewrote “All students" and "APA": added "GED"; in "Core Curriculum Conient Standards" and "IEP team"
amended the N.J.A.C. references.

Amended by R.2003 d.430, effective November 3, 20G03.
See: 35 NJR 253531¢a), 35 NJR 5077(a).

In "APA", deleted "Core Curriculum Content Standards for Students with Severe Disabilities and/or the" following
"specified by the” and amended the N.J.A.C. reference; in "Core Curriculum Content Standards”, deleted reference to
benchmark grades four, eight, and 11-12; deleted "Core Curriculum Content Standards for Students with Severe Disa-
bilities"; in "WIB", deleted "Governor Christine Todd Whitman's" preceding "Executive Order”.

Amended by R.2005 d.213, effective July 5, 2005.
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See: 37 NJ R E33(a), 37 NJR 2487 (a).

Rewrote the section.

Amended by R.2006 d.313, effective September 5, 2006,

Seer 38 NJR 2233(a), 38 NJ.R 3330(b).

Updated the N.J.A.C. references in definitions "APA", "IEP" and "IEP Team",
Amended by R.2009 d.234, effective July 20, 2008,

See: 4/ NJR 1302(a), 41 NS R 2779(c).

In definitions "Accommodations or modifications to the Statewide assessment system” and "All students”, substi-
tuted "English tanguage learners (ELLs)" for "students with limited English proficiency”; added definitions "AHSA",
"CLEP", "Competency Assessment”, "Content equivalent”, "ELL", "Individualized student learning opportunities”,
"Interdisciplinary connections”, "Laboratory/inquiry-based science course", "Pacing guide", "Personalization”, "Person-
alized Student Learning Plan”, "QSAC", "Service learning experience”, "STAMP", "Standards support materials",
"State-issued diptoma", “Study abroad programs”, "Twenty-first century careers”, "Twenty-first century skills” and
“Twenty-first century themes”; in definition "Credit". deleted a comma following "week” and inserted "or as approved
through N.JA.C 64:8-5 }{a)2", deleted definitions "Curriculum frameworks”, “LEP", "LLS" and "SRA"; and in defi-
nition “Instructional adaptation", substituted "ELLs" for "students with limited English proficiency”.

Amended by R.2013 d.144, effective December 16, 2013.
See: 45 NJR 13237a), 43 NJR 2545(a).

in the introductory paragraph, deleted ', when used in this chapter,” following "terms”, and inserted "when used in
this chapter"; added definitions "Adult education assessment test”, ™ ‘Annual measurable objectives’ or 'AMOs' ", "Ca-
reer and technical education”, "Indicator, "Professional development”, and "Technological literacy™; rewrote defini~
tions “Advanced Placement courses”, "Advanced proficient”, "APA", "Approved private schools for the disabled”,
"Career awareness, exploration, and preparation”, "Charter school”, "Chief school administrator”, "CLEP", "Content
equivalent”, "Core Curriculum Content Standards", "Credit", "ELL", "ESLY, "Evaluation”, "504 student”, "5304 team”,
“Gifted and talenied students”, "HSPA", "IEP", "Individualized student Jeaming opportunities”, "Instructional adapta-
ton”, "Imerdisciplinary connections”, "MOPI", "OP1", "Partially proficient”, "Performance level", "Personalization”,
"Personalized Student Learning Plan®, "Proficient”, "QSAC", "Service leamning experience”, "STAMP", "Standards
support materials", "State-endorsed diploma”, "Structured tearning experience”, "Study abroad programs", and "Tran-
script”; deleted definitions "Commissioner”, "Competency Assessment”, "Cumulative progress indicators”, "District
boards of education”, "ECPA", "Performance assessment”, "SETC", "Twenty-first century themes”, "Vocation-
al-technical education program®, and "WIB"; substituted definition "Cut score” for definition "Cut scores”, definition
"English language development standards" for definition "English Language Proficiency Standards”, defimition "IEP
team” for definition “IEP Team", definition “State-issued high school diploma” for definition "State-issued dipioma”,
and definition "Twenty-first century themes and skills” for definition “Twenty-first century skilis", and rewrote defini-
tions "Cut scores”, “English fanguage development standards”, "IEP team", "State-issued high school diploma", and

"Twenty-first century themes and skills".

NOTES:
Chapter Notes
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NEW JERSEY REGISTER
ISSUE: VOLUME 37, NUMBER 13
ISSUE DATE: July 5, 2005
SUBJECT: RULE ADOPTIONS

AGENCY: EDUCATION
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

ITNJR 2487 (a)

Readoption with Amendments: N.J.A.C, 6A:8
Adopted Amendments: N.J.A.C. 6A:19-7.1 and 8.1

Standards and Assessment and Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards

Proposed: March 21, 2005 a1 37 N.J.R. 833(a).

Adopted: June 7, 2005 by the State Board of Education, William L. Librera, Ed.D., Commissioner, Department of Edu-
cation and Secretary, State Board of Education,

Fited: June 7, 2005 as R.2005 d.213, with a technical change not reguiring additional public notice and comment (see
NJA.C 1:30-6.3).

Authority: NJS.A. 18A:7A4 through 14, 18A:7C, 1BA:7E-2 through 5, 1§A:35-4.2, 18A:35-4.7, [8A:59-
t8ATF-4, 4,1 and 4.2.

Effective Dates: June 7, 2005, Readoption; July 3, 2005, Amendments,

Expiration Dates: June 7, 2010, N.JJA.C. 6A:8; November 20, 2006, NJ.A.C. 6A19.

h

and

Summary of Public Comments and Agency Responses:

The following is a summary of the comments received and the Department's response. Each commenter is identi-
fied at the end of each comment by a number, which corresponds to the fellowing list:

1. Judy Petillo, President, Bergen County Consortium for Teachers of the Gifted (BCCTG)

2. Miriam Hlawatsch, Secretary, Bergen County Consortium for Teachers of the Gifted (BCCTG)
. Bernadette Ricco, Gifted & Talenied Educator, Norwood Public School District
. William C. Lauer, Retired Teacher, Ocean City High School
. Kay N. Delia Barca, Business & Technology Supervisor, Ocean City High School

3
4
3
6. Christopher [}, Kniesler, Director of Governmental Relations, New Jersey School Boards Association
7. Lynn Muller-Guiser, Tinton Falls Parent

8. William S. England, President, Special Education PTA of South River

8. Joanne H. Walls, Principal, Ocean City High School

1G, Eric Baroni, Business and Technology Teacher, Ocean City High School
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11. Camiile M. Nickles, Teacher, Ocean City High School

12, Linda L. Spengier, Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, Ocean City High School
13. Mary Maguire, Family and Consumer Sciences Educater, Ocean City High School
14, Lisa O'Neill, Teacher, Ocean City High School

. COMMENT: The commenter questioned the perscriptiveness of the proposed new N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3,1(a)51i, re-
quiring that district boards of education provide appropriate K-12 educational programs and services for gifted and tal-
ented students, The commenter specifically suggested that the words "programs and" be omitted from the paragraph. (6)

RESPONSE: The State Board voted, on February 2, 2005, 1o remove the words "programs and” from the proposed
regutations prior to publication in the New Jersey Register on March 21, 2005. The following language reflects the rule
as published in the New Jersey Register on March 21, 2005:

ii. District boards of education shall provide appropriate K-12 educational services for gified and talented students.

2. COMMENT: The commenter expressed concern that the proposed increase in the minimum subgroup size for
students with disabilities, contained in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Accountabitity Work-
book, and referenced at N.5.A.C. 6A:8-4.4(2)1ii, 2§, and 3ii, would discriminate against classified students by not hold-
ing schools accountable for their performance. (7)

RESPONSE: The change in minimum subgroup size for students with disabilities does not omit them from the ac-
countabiiity system. Although a school may not meet the minimum criterion of 35 students for the special education
subgroup, the scores of students with disabilities are included in the "total students" subgroup as well as any other rele-
vant subgroup. As a result, the scores of students with disabilities are included in the percent proficient or advanced
proficient used to determine adequate vearly progress (AYP) in the same way the scores of their non-disabled peers are
included. This ensures that the scores of students with disabilities are included in the data used to determine how weli a
schoot is teaching the Core Curricutum Content Standards and future directions for curricula. The new subgroup size
ensures that assumptions about school programs and improvement over time are made based on valid and reliable sub-
group assessment data.

AYP calculations are primarily used to determine if a school is doing a good job of educating students over time.
The use of subgroups ensures that the needs of all students are addressed. The Department has determined that basing
decisions about students receiving special education on very small numbers will not yield an accurate picture of the
students’ programs over time. In a small subgroup, one student's score can significantly alter the AYP. Small changes
due to changes in the nature of the disabilities of the tested population, rather than changes in the program, may result in
the school entering or exiting improvement status erroneously. Increasing the subgroup size to 35 limits the chance of
inaccurate AYP decisions based on a very smali heterogeneous group,

Additionaliy, New Jersey school districts vary in size from less than 100 students to 40,000 students, An individual
student scare carries much more weight in a smalier school district in the calculation of participation rates and adequate
yearly progress. Schoel districts also vary in their identification criteria and the resulting incidence of students with
disabilities. The Statewide incidence rate is approximately 15 percent and this varies from a lew of eight percent to a
high of approximately 29 percent. By establishing a higher subgroup size, the Department can improve the Statewide
consistency of decisions the Department make regarding the performance of a school or a school district.

The No Child Left Behind Act reguires the Department to assess students in grades three through eight by the
2007-2008 school year. As additional grades are added to the Statewide assessment system, the tested population in &
school will increase in size. The Department plans to combine tested grades in the calculation of AYP, which will in-
crease the number of schools across the State where the special education subgroup will be included in AYP caleuls-
tions. This will further ensure that students with disabilities are adequately represented in the accountability system.

3, COMMENT: The commenter, who had previously testified in opposition to raising the minimum subgroup size
from 20 to 35 for special education students, withdrew his objections and expressed support for the change. He specifi-
cally referred to the rationale as articulated by the Department in Response to Comment 2 above. {(8)

RESPONSE: The Department thanks the commenter for his support,

4. COMMENT: The commenters expressed enthusiastic support for readoption ¢f N.J.A.C. 6A:8, Standards and
Assezssment for Student Achievement. The commenters expressed particular enthusiasm for the continued inclusion of
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the five-credit graduation requirement in career education and consumer, family, and life skills, or vocational-technical
education proposed at NJA.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1#9). (4,5, 9, 10, T}, 12, 13, 14)

RESPONSE: The Department thanks the commenters for their support.

5. COMMENT: The commenters expressed strong support for the amendments proposed to NJAC. 6A:8-3.1(a)5,
relating 1o gifted and talented students. The commenters also suggested that the areas of dedicated personnel, teacher
certification, dedicated space, and minimum contact time be considered for the future establishment of mintmum
Statewide standards for gifted and talented programs. (1, 2, 3}

RESPONSE: The Department thanks the commenters for their support and will continue to review their recom-
mendations for future refinements,

6. COMMENT: The commenter expressed concern over the use of the term "district boards of education” to in-
clude numerous providers of publicly funded education, as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.3. (6)

RESPONSE: The Department disagrees. The inclusive definition has proved to be workable over the past five
years.

7. COMMENT: The commenser expressed concern over the elimination of articulation agreements between colleg-
es and high schools in N.JA.C. 6A:8-3.3{a). (6)

RESPONSE: The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.3(a) deletes the requirement that district boards of edu-
cation make reasonable efforts to "develop articulation agreements with New Jersey colleges and universities to facili-
tate the delivery of coliege credit courses to qualified high school students” and adds the requirement that district boards
of education make reasonable efforts 10 "increase the availability of college-ievel instruction of high school studenis
through courses offered by institutions of higher education at their campuses and in high schools.” This language is
consistent with the language in N.J.S. A, 18A:61C-1, There is no proposed elimination of existing articulation agree-
ments. The change simply gives district boards of education the added flexibility intended by the legislation.

8 COMMENT: The commenter expressed concern that three-vear-oids are not mentioned within the preposed ear-
ly childhood education regulations at NJ.A.C. 6A:8-2.3.(6)

RESPONSE: Within N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2.4(a)2, proposed to be recodified as N.JA.C. 6A:8-2.3{a}2, district boards of
education, with a concentration of tow-income pupils equal to or greater than 40 percent, may expand early childhood
education programs and services to three-year-olds, 2t such time that full-day kindergarten is offered to all
five-vear-olds and preschool classes are offered to ali four-year-olds. This provision is not proposed for amendment.

9. COMMENT: The commenter expressed concern over the class-size limitations for preschool in NJA.C
6A:8-3.4{e}] and recommended that there be a waiver process for the 18-student limit. (6)

RESPONSE: Research, such as that reported by the National Research Council Commitiee on Early Childhood
Pedagogy (2000}, indicates that smalier classroem size of no more than 15 to 18 children is a cornerstone of early
childhood classroom effectiveness, particularly when the population is weighted toward disadvantaged economic back-
around. The proposed N.JA.C. 6A:8-3.4(¢)] is specific to non-Abbont ECPA districts. A non-Abbott, non-ECPA school
district funding preschool with local reseurces is not bound by this rule, pursuant to proposed N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2.3. An
additional waiver process is not necessary, since there is already such a process delineated at N.J.A.C. 6A:5-1.

10, COMMENT: The commenter expressed concemn over possidle added costs to school districts resuliing from the
proposed rules, including, but not limited to, increased professional development obligations for schoo! districts stem-
ming from the proposed amendment at N.J A.C. 6A:8-3.4(h). (6)

RESPONSE: The Department disagrees. While the rules proposed for readoption with amendments will undoubt-
edly have an impact on the content of instructional programs for some students, there is no reason to anticipate that such
curricular medifications would involve increased expendiiures for schoal districts. All publicly funded education pre-
grams in New lersey are now focused on aligning curriculum and instruction to assist students in achieving the stand-
ards. There is glso recognition that professional development of teachers must continually occur if standards-based re-
forms are to succeed. This may necessitate a realignment of budget priorities for some providers in order to accommo-
date needed changes. State and Federal funds suppornt standards-based reforms and early childhood programs at the
school and school district levels. The current regulations at N.JLA.C. 6A:8-3.4(a), (b) and (c) outline requirements for
professional development within a school district's annual Early Childhood Program Aid fiscal operational plan. The
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proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.4(h) serves to clarify the audience and type of training (that is, "specific to
early childhood"). 1t does not require an increased professional deveiopment obligation.

11. COMMENT: The commenter asked for clarification of the exclusion of county special services school districts,
educational services commissions, and jointure commissions in the amendments at N.JA.C. 6A:8-4.4(b)1, 2 and 3. (6)

RESPONSE: The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.4(b)1, 2 and 3 clarify that these paragraphs apply only
1o schools subject to evaluation according to the Evaluation of the Performance of Schoo! Districts rules at N.J.A.C.
6A:30, other than county special services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions.
These providers of publicly funded education programs have the same responsibiiities as ali schools with regard to
providing instruction aligned with the Core Curricutum Content Standards and including all students in the Statewide
assessment system; however, they are monitored differently. Statewide assessment performance of the students served
by these entities is monitored through their sending schools.

12. Concerning N.J.AC. 6A:19-7.1, the commenter expressed several concerns and made recommendations related
10 the language being relocated from NJ.A.C. 6A:8 into N.J.A.C, 6A:16-7.1, Application procedures, in N.JLA.C.
6A:19, Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards (&)

A. COMMENT: The commenter refers (o the provision in N.J.A.C. 6A:19-7.1 that gives the Commissioner authar-
ity to withhold State and Federal funds from district boards of education when certain negative conditions exist in voca-
tional-technical education programs. The commenter expressed concern that a local school district might have Federal
or State vocational funds withheld if one of the district's students were enrolled in a vocational-technical provider out-
side the district that is found to have negative conditions. (6)

RESPONSE: The Department distributes Federal and State vocational-technical education funds to eligible provid-
ers by formula through an application process. If an eligible applicant does not meet the application requirements, the
funds would be withheld from the eligible applicant, not the sending school district. The Department's application pro-
cess for distributing Federal and State vocational-technica! funds was approved by the United States Department of Ed-
ucation as consistent with the Section 122. State Plan, of the Carl ). Perldins Vocational and Technical Education Act
(P.L. 103-332).

B. COMMENT: The commenter requested clarification regarding which agency determines if a vocation-
al-technical program is approved or unapproved under paragraph (b} of NJ.A.C. 6A:19-7.1, Application precedures,

)

RESPONSE: The Department of Education, Office of Vocational-Technical, Career and Innovative Programs is the
approving agency for vocational-technical education programs.

C. COMMENT; The commenter made a general comment that language be changed in paragraph ()2 in N.J A C.
6A:19-7.1, Application procedures, as the commenter is concerned that the current language may limit non-traditional
or demonstration programs. {6}

RESPONSE: The Department specifically permits non-traditional and demonstration in its application for Federal
and State vocational-technical education funds as well as in its vocational-technical program approval process, as re-
quired by Section 122, State Plan, of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act (P.L. 105-332). Many
of the State’s county vocational-technical school districts have created full-time career academics, and many high
schools have also developed “schools within schoels” using a career academy format. In addition, districts submit voca-
tional-technical education programs in new and/or emerging occupations and career pathways for program approval
every year, Non-traditional and demonstration programs have grown substantially as a result of the enactment of the
Carl D, Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology Education Act of 1990 and its reauthorization in 1994, and the
enactment and reauthorization of the Youth Transitions to Work Partnership Act of 1993,

D. COMMENT: The commenter recommends that language in paragraph (b)2 of N.JLA.C. 6A:19-7.1, Application
procedures, which authorizes the Commissioner to "withhold State and Federal funds” from vocational-technical pro-
grams if found to be unsafe, be changed to the term "withdraw funding." The commenter requests this change because
of concemns that it would be impossible to determine in advance what vocational-technical programs are potentially un-
safe or exploitive, (6)

RESPONSE: The Department respectfilly disagrees with the commenter. The Department's vocational-technical
program approval process includes provisions designed to ensure student safety and health, including the following:
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. Current staff or staff that have not yet been identified meet the certification requirements {N.J.A.C, 6A:19-2.3 and
6.8(a¥5];

. Instructional activities on vocational-technical safety and health are included in the curriculum {N.JA.C,
6A:19-10.2);

. Structured learning experiences adhere to alt applicable provisions and regulations of the Federal Fair Labor
Siandards Act, State and Federa) Child Labor laws and State administrative code [N.JA.C. 6A:19-6.4]; and

. Safety standards are adhered to regarding equipment safety, use of hazardous materials and personal protection
INJAC. 6A:19-10.1],

If an eligible applicant applies for vocational-technical education funds to support a vocational-technical education
program that does not meet these safety requirements and assurances, the Department would withhold funds until and
uniess these requirements are remediate by the applicant. The Department's application process for distributing Federal
and State vocational technical funds was approved by the United States Department of Education as consistent with the
Section 122, State Plan, of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Techmical Education Act (P.L. 1065-332).

E. COMMENT: The commenter recommends changing language in N.J.A.C. 6A:18-8.1, Program approval pro-
cess: adoption of standards, N.J.A.C. 6A:19, Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards, which authoriz-
es approval of non-collegiate, postsecondary vocational-technical programs. The commenter is concerned that such ap-
provals may stifle local education authorities' ability 10 link with colleges and universities that may offer alternative
programs, and that such approvals wili discourage or eliminate coliege linkages with loca education authorities. (6}

RESPONSE: The Department respectfully disagrees with the commenter about the impact of approving
non-collegiate, postsecondary vocational-technical programs. The Depariment is required to approve non-collegiate
linkages as described in Title 11, Section 202.(a}3)E)-(F) of the Carl D, Perkins Vocartionai and Technical Education
Act (P.L. 105-332). The Act identifies approved outcomes of secondary and postsecondary articulations agreements to
be (E) "associate or a baccalaureate degree or a postsecondary certificate in a specific career field™; and (F) "leads to
placement in appropriate employment or jo further education." Apprenticeship training, which prepares individuals for
highly complex trade and technical occupations by using a combination of on-the-job training and related classroom
mstruction, is also an approved outcome for Tech Prep programs under the Cart D. Perkins Vocational and Technical
Education Act (P.L. 103-332). In addition. the State-funded Youth Transitions to Work Partnership Act (P.L. 1993,
¢.268) promotes linkages between school districts, postsecondary education institutions and apprenticeship training
programs, as the legislature recognizes the value of such linkages. Finally, the New Jersev AFL-CIO and the State Em-
ployment and Training Commission began in 2004 a new apprenticeship-to-college initiative where secondary school
districts are required partners. The Department has found no evidence that approving and/or funding a variety of post-
secondary non-collegiate education and training programs has negatively impacted school districts' opportunities to ar-
ticulate with colteges. The variety of linkages between school districts and postsecondary institusions has greatly ex-
panded and the number of linkages has steadily increased as a result of the enactment of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational
and Applied Technology Act of 1990 and its reauthorization in 1994, the enactiment and reauthorization of the Youth
Transitions to Work Partnership Act of 1993, and the new apprenticeship-to-college initiative.

Summary of Agency-Initiated Changes:

The Department is changing a cross-reference to N.JA C. 6A8-2.4 at NJA.C. 6A:8-3.4(a). to reflect that section's
recodification as N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2.3.

Federal Standards Statement

The rules are in comphiance with Federal education reguirements included in the 2002 reauthorization of ESEA
{(P.L.107-110) and in IDEA (20 U S . § 1412, As adopted, the readopted rules and adopted amendments will not ex-
ceed the Federal requirements of ESEA and 1DEA. There are no ather Federal requirements that impact these readepted
rules and adopted amendments.

Full text of the readopted rules can be found in the New Jjersey Administrative Code at N.J A.C, 6A:8,

Fult text of the adopted amendments follows {addition to propoesal indicated in boldface with asterisks *thus¥; de-
letion from proposal indicated in brackets with asterisks *[thus]*):
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CHAPTER & STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT
SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

6A:8-1.1 Purpose

(a) The Core Curriculum Content Standards define what all students sheuld know and be abie to do by the end of
their public school education,

1. The Core Curriculum Content Standards specify expectations in nine academic content areas: the visual and per-
forming arts, comprehensive health and physical education, language arts literacy, mathematics, science, social studies,
world languages, technological literacy, and career education and consumer, family, and life skitls.

2. (No change.)

(b)}-(d)y (No change.)

6A:8-1.2 Scope

{(a) (No change.)

(b} Throughout this chapter, unless otherwise noted, "district boards of education" shall be interpreted to inciude all
providers of publicly funded elementary, secondary, and aduit high schooif education programs, including county voca-
tional schools, educational services commissions, jointure commissions, charter schools, regionai day schools, adult
high schools, county special services school districts, the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Department of
Human Services, the Department of Corrections, the Juvenile justice Commission, public college-operated programs,
and approved private schools for the disabled.

(¢) (No change.)
(d) Progress toward meeting the Core Curriculum Content Standards shall be measured by the Statewide assess-

ment system at grade levels three through eight and 11-12, or if ungraded at equivalent ages, and at any other grades
deemed appropriate by the Commissioner,

<
s

6.4:8-1.3 Definition

The following words and terms, when used in this chapler. shall have the following meanings unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise,

"ACTFL" means the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.

"APA" means the Alternate Proficiency Assessment, to be used to determine cumulative student achievement of the
knowledge and skills specified by the Core Curriculum Content Standards, for students with disabilities who are unable
1o participate in the elementary component of the Statewide assessment for grades three through seven, the grade eight
component of the Statewide assessment, or the HSPA in accordance with NJA.C. 6A114-4.11.

“Career awareness, exploration, and preparation” means instruction and programs which assist students to clarify
career goals, explore career possibilities, develop employability skills, develop foundational knowledge necessary for
success in the workplace, and make the transition from school to careers, including postsecondary education or training
and employment.

“Chief school administrator" means the superintendent of schoals or, if there is no superintendent in the schoot dis-
trict, the administrative principal whe works directly with the district's board of education.

“Core Curriculum Content Standards" means statements adopted by the State Board of Education May 1, 1996, and
as thereafter revised by the State Board, which describe the knowledge and skills all New Jersey students are expected
10 acquire by benchmark grades. These standards are established for the provision of a thorough and efficient education
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pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-4 and as a basis for the evaluation of school districts in accordance with N.J.A.C.
6A30-1.4.

"Curriculum frameworks" means documents published by the Department of Education, either in hard copy or in
electronic format, that include and elaborate on the Core Curriculum Content Standards for kindergarten through grade
12 education and that may assist in the development of focal curricula.

"District boards of education” means, for purposes of this chapter, all providers of publicly funded elementary,
secondary, and adult high school education programs, including county vocational schools, educational services com-
missions, jointure commissions, charter schools, regional day schools, adult high schools, county special services school
districts, the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Correc-
tions, the Juvenile Justice Commission, public college-operated programs, and approved privase schools for the disa-
bled.

"ECPA" means Early Childhood Program Aid. which, pursuant to N.JL.S A, 18A:7F-16, is distributed to all school
districts with high concentrations of low-income students for the purpose of providing full-day kindergarten and pre-
schoo! classes and other early chitdhood programs and services.

"English Language Proficiency Standards” means the most recent alignment of New Jersey's ESL standards 10 the
"ESL Standards for Pre-K through 12 Students” pursuant to NJJLA.C 6A115-1.4(c)

"ESL" means English as a second language.

504 student” means a student who has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a major life
functicn; has been determined eligible for services, including accommodations and modifications by the school district's

504 team; and has a 504 plan,

"Gifted and talented students" means those students who possess or demonsirate high levels of ability, in one or
more content areas, when compared to their chronological peers in the local school district and who require modifica-
tions of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities.

"IEP Team" means the group of individuals who are responsible for the development, review, and revision of the
student’s Individualized Education Program as specified in NJA.C. 6A:14-2.3(i)2.

"LLS" means the Language Learning Solutions online proficiency-based assessment for world ianguages.
"Magnet program® means a distinctive program designed 1o
i. Attract students by offering a specialized curriculum based on a special theme or method of instruction; and

2. Substantially strengthen the knowledge of academic subjects and the attainment of tangible and marketabie vo-
cational, technological, and professional skills of students atiending the program.

"MOP!" means the ACTFL Modified Qral Proficiency Interview, which is a slandardized assessment of functional
speaking ability often used to test the [ower preficiency ranges.

"OPI" means the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment of functional speaking
ability currently available in 37 different world languages.

"Performance assessment" means observing and evaluating demonstrations of what students know and can do, in-
cluding such things as essays, portfolios of student work, performance tasks, projects, laboratory reports, and structured
learning experiences.
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"Structured learning experience™ means experiential, supervised educational activities Hnked to the Core Curricu-
lum Content Standards and designed to provide students with exposure fo the requirements and responsibilities of spe-
cific job titles or job groups, and to assist them in gaining employment skills and making career and educational deci-
sions. A structured learning experience may be either paid or unpaid, depending on the fype of activities in which the
student is involved.

"Wocational-technical education program" means a sequence of academic and vocational courses designed to pro-
vide students with the industry-based skills and knowledpe needed to gain emplovment in a particular occupation or
career area or to pursue further education at the post-secendary level.

SUBCHAPTER 2. THE CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS

6A:8-2.1 Authority for educational goals and standards

(a) The State Board of Education is responsible for establishing State educational goals and standards according to
P.L. 1990, ¢.52, P.L. 1991, ¢c.3 and P.L. 199], ¢.62.

b o July 2002, the State Board adopted by resolution revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated
cumulative progress indicators in language arts literacy, mathematics, and science, which establish the basis for local
curriculurn and instruction, the Statewide assessment system, and evaluation of local district boards of education.

2. In April 2004, the State Beard adopted revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated cumulative
progress indicators in language arts literacy, visual and performing arts, comprehensive health and physical education,
world languages, technological fiteracy, and career education and consumer, family, and life skills.

3. In July 2004, the State Board adopted the Preschool Teaching and Leaming Expectations: Standards of Quality,
tc serve as standards of quality for State-funded pubtic school preschool programs in New Jersey.

4, In Ocicber 2004, the State Board adopred revised Core Curricuium Content Standards and associated cumulative
progress indicators in social studies,

5. The State Board on or before May 2008 will initiate a review and readoption process for the Core Curriculum
Content Standards and the Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quality. This process wili be
repeated every five years thereafier, based on recommendations by the Commissioner according to the following pro-
cedure:

i.-v. (No change.)

6A:8-2.2 Authority for the State Plan for Vocational Education
{a) (No change.)

{b) The State Board will be guided by the Core Curriculum Content Standards and, particularly, the career educa-
tion and consumer, family, and life skitls standards and the technological literacy standards, in developing the State Plan
for Vocational Education required under P.1.. 105-332.

6A:8-2.3 Authority for requirement to establish early childhood education programs

(a} Pursnant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-16, district boards of education, except Abbott districts pursuant to N.J.A.C,
6A:24-3.1 through 3.4, with high concentrations of low-income students shall establish and maintain preschool and
full-day kindergarten for all four- and five-year-olds.

1.-2. (No change.}

(b) District boards of education shall not admit non-resident three- or four-year-old children to ECPA funded pre-
school programs within any non-Abbott ECPA district.

SUBCHAPTER 3 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS
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6A:8-3.1 Curriculum and instruction

(a) District boards of education shall ensure that curriculum and instruction are designed and delivered in such a
way that all students are able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills specified by the Core Curriculum Content Stand-
ards and shall ensure that appropriate instructional adaptations are designed and delivered for students with disabilities,
for students with limited English proficiency, and for students who are gified and talented.

t. The Department of Education shall provide district boards of education with curricalum frameworks that suggest
a variety of activities and strategies that may assist in the development of local curricula aligned with the Core Curricu-
fum Content Standards.

2.-4. (No change.)

3. District boards of education shall be responsible for identifying gified and talented students and shall provide
them with appropriate instructional adaptations and services.

i. District boards of education shall make provisions for an ongoing K-12 identification process for gifted and tal-
ented students that includes multiple measures.

ii. District boards of education shall provide appropriate K-12 educational services for gified and talented students.

iil, {No change in text.)
iv. District boards of education shall take into consideration the Pre-K-Grade {2 Gified Program Standards of the
National Association for Gifted Children in developing programs for gifted and talented students.

6. District boards of educarion shall actively assist and support professional development for teachers, educational
services staff, and school leaders, including their efforts to meet the mandatory professional development requirements
as specified in N.JA.C. 6A:9-15.1 and 16.1.

7, District boards of education shall be responsible for deveioping English language assistanice programs for limited
English proficient students that are aligned to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and the English Language Profi-
ciency Standards.

(b) District boards of education shall be responsible for the delivery of educational programs at the clementary and
secondary fevels using a coherent sequence of activities 1o prepare all students for employment or postsecondary study
upon their graduation. Examples of such programs include, but are not limited to. academic programs, vocation-
al-technical education programs, and/or magnet programs.

{c)-{d) (No change.)

6A:8-3.2 Career education and counseling

{a) District boards of education, in fulfiliment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall deveiop and imple-
ment a comprehensive guidance and academic counseling program for al! students to facilitate career awareness, expio-
ration, and preparation.

i, District boards of education shall implement a developmental, comprehensive career guidance and academic
counseling program, finked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards, which:

i.-1. {No change.)

iii. Takes into consideration the National Career Development Guidelines and the Career Development Standards
of the National Standards for School Counseling Programs of the American School Counselor Association in the foi-
lowing three areas of student development:

(1)-(33 (No change.)

2. District boards of education shall provide developmental career guidance and academic counseling, linked to the
Core Curriculum Content Standards, designed to:

i. Assist students in making and implementing informed educational and career choices, including opportunities to
change career focus;

ii. Support students"academic attainment, career development, and personal/social development;
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iit. Develop students' understanding of the relationships among academic attainment, career development, and per-
sonal/social development; and

iv. Encourage students to create and maintain portfolios consisting of student accomplishments including academic
and career-oriented work samples that reflect achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

3. District boards of education shall ensure that, for students with disabilities beginning at age 14, or younger if de-
termined appropriate by the 1EP team, career guidance and academic counseling are coordinated with transition services
provided in accordance with NJ.A.C. 6A:14-3.7.

{b) District boards of education, in fulfillment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and imple-
ment curriculum and instructional methods which:

1. Include the integration of technological literacy, consistent with the Core Cyrriculum Content Standards;
Recodify existing |.-2. as 2.-3. (No change in text.}

(c} District boards of education, in fulfillment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and imple-
ment for all students a system of career development activities which:

I. Offers ail students the opportunity to more fully explore career interests within one or more of the Career Clus-
ters identified in the Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards rules at N.J.A.C. 6A:19, that are linked o
the Core Curriculum Content Standards and measured by the Statewide assessment system according to NJA.C,
HA.8-4;

2. Allows district boards of education 1o select the appropriate format for offering career-deveiopment activities
based on district resources, community needs, and student interest;

3. Allows district boards of education to select the delivery format that may include:

i.-ii. {(No change.)

4. {No change.)

{d) District boards of education shall offer all high school students opportunities to more actively explore career in-
terests by participating in structured learmning experiences hnked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

I. District boards of education shall design structured learning experiences as rigorous activities that are integrated
into the curricuium. As used in this paragraph, "rigorous activities” means that the student activities have identifiable
educational goals which support the Core Curriculum Content Standards, and in particular the career education and
consumer, family and life skills standards and the technological literacy standards. Structured learning experiences
should give students opportunities to demonstrate and apply a high level of academic attainment and to develop career
and personal/social goais.

2. interested students may voluntarily select structured learning experiences that are:
i. (No change.)
ii. External experiences taking place at a work site or in the community in accordance with NJ A.C. 6A:19-6 4.

3. District boards of education shall ensure that studenis participating in school-spenscred, paid or unpaid external
structured learning experiences:

i. Are supervised by schoo! personnel in accordance with the requirements identified in the Professional Licensure
and Standards rutes at NJ.A.C. 6A:9-13.19 through 13.22;

1.1, {(No chanpe.)
4. (No change.)

6A:8-3.3 Enroliment in college courses

(a) District boards of education, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:61C-1, shall make reasonable efforts to increase the
availability of college-level instruction for high school students through courses offered by institutions of higher educa-
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tion at their campuses and in high schools, These credits shall be accepted at all public New Jersey higher education
mstitutions pursuant to N.J.S. A, 18A61C-8.

{b) {No change.)

(¢) District boards of education and partner celleges shall ensure that college courses offered to high school stu-
dents are:

1. Equivalent college courses to those offered to regularty admitted college students; and
2. ({No change.)
(d) (No change.)

6A:8-3.4 Requirements for early childhood education programs

(a} A distriet board of education, except Abbort districts pursuant to N.JA.C. 6A:24-3 4, required under NJ.A.C
6A:8-*[2.4]%*2.3% 10 establish early childbood education programs shall submit a program and fiscal operational plan
for Early Childhood Program Aid (ECPA), on a form provided by the Commissioner, 1o the county superintendent for
review and approval, and shall be subject to monitoring. The program and fiscal operational plan shall be revised annu-
ally, prior to each fiscal year to reflect changes in program and fiscal components.

1. The fiscal section of the plan is pursuant to N.JJA.C. 6A:23-5.4.

2. The district board of education shall serve at least 75 percent of the universe of four-year-old children prior to
anv application of ECPA funds to first through thirg grades.

3. The district board of education shall serve all enrolied four-vear-old children in a full day program prior to any
application of ECPA funding to first through third grades,

(b) The county superintendent shall review each line item in the schoo! district's program and fiscal operationat
plan to determine whether it is appropriate.

(e) A district board of education shall include in the program section of the plan the following components:

1. District-wide planning;

2

~3, (No change.)

4. Curriculum development and implementation;

5. Inclusion of children with disabilities in general education classrooms to the maximum extent possible; and
6. (No change in text.)

{d} {No change.)

{e} A district board of education shall ensure that the early childhoed education program:

1. Maintaing preschool classroom enroliments of no more than 18 children with one certified teacher and one aide,
commencing July 1, 2008;

2. (No change in text.)

3. Is designed to meet the Preschool Teaching and Leaming Expectations: Standards of Quality and the Core Cur-
riculum Corntent Standards;

4. Includes transition activities, programs, and services between preschool programs and kindergarten programs;
Recodify existing 3.-4. as 5.-6. {No change in texi.)

(f) A district board of education shall base early childhood education programs and curricula on student needs,
strengths and interests that focus on all aspects of development: cognitive, social, emotional and physical. Curriculum
and assessment strategies and/or resources shail be developmentally appropriate and include performance-based as-
sessment measures.

(g) (No change.)
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(1) A district board of education shall provide professional development and training specific to early childhoed
education for all early childhood education administratars, teachers, and teacher assistants.

{i) A district beard of education may centract with Department of Human Services (DHS)-licensed child care pro-
grams where practical 5o as not to duplicate the provision of early childhood education programs available in the com-
munity, provided that the DHS-lcensed child care program{s) with which the district board of education contracts com-
plies with the district's program requirements, including the emplovment of appropriatety licensed teaching staff.

(3)-(k} (No change.)
SUBCHAPTER 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

6A:8-4.1 Statewide assessment system

{a) The Commissioner, in accordance with N.JS.A 18A:7A-10, may impiement assessment of student achieve-
ment in the State’s public schools, in any grades and by such assessments as he or she deems appropriate, and shall re-
port 1o the State Board the results of such assessments in accordance with the New Jersey Open Public Records Act
{P.L. 2001, c404} N.JLS. A 47 1A-1 et seq.

{b) (No change.}

(c) Districs boards of education shall. according to a schedule prescribed by the Commissioner, administer the ap-
plicable Statewide assessments, including the five major components: the elementary assessment compenent for grades
three through seven, the grade eight assessment component, the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPAY, the Spe-
cial Review Assessment {(SRA), and the Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA).

1. The Department shall implement the elementary component of the Statewide assessment of the Core Curriculum
Content Standards according to the following schedule:

i, 2004-2005 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades three and four and ad-
ministration of science in grade four;

il. 2005-2006 Continued administration of mathematics and language ars literacy in grades three and four and sci-
ence in grade four;

iii. 2006-2007 Administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades three, four, five, six, and seven,
and continued administration of science in grade four; and

iv, 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades three,
four, five, six, and seven, and science In grade four.

2. The Department shall implement the grade eight component of the Statewide assessment of the Core Curriculum
Content Standards according te the following schedule:

i. {No change.)

3. The Department shall implement the HSPA component of the Statewide assessment of the Care Curriculum
Content Standards according to the following schedule:

i. 2004-2005 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grade 11,

ii. 2005-2006 Administration of science and continued administraion of mathematics and language arts literacy in
grade }1;

iii. 2006-2007 Continued administration of mathematics, science, and language arts literacy in grade 11; and

iv. 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 Continued administration of mathematics, science, and language arts literacy in grade
1L

(d) All students at grade levels three through eight and 11-12, pursuant to {b} and (c) above, and at any other grades
designated by the Commissioner pursuant to (a) above, shall take all appropriate Statewide assessments as scheduled,

i, District boards of education shall provide appropriate accommedations or modifications to the Statewide as-
sessment system as specified by the Department for limited English proficient (LEP) students and students with disabil-
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ities as defined in N.JLA.C. 6A:14-1.3 or eligible under Sectien 504 of the Rehabilisation Act as determined by the [ndi-
yidualized Education Program (1EP) team or the 504 team,

i. District boards of education may administer the SRA to LEP students in their native fanguage and/or English, in
conformance with NJ.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(f).

ii. District boards of education shall have the option of substituting for a first-year LEP student a Depart-
ment-approved language proficiency test for the language arts literacy section onty of the elementary component of the
Statewide assessment or the grade eight component of the Statewide assessment, when such student has entered the U.S.
after July 1 of the calendar year prior to the test administration;

2. {No change.}

3. District boards of education shall, at specific times prescribed by the Commissioner, administer the Aliernate
Proficiency Assessment (APA) to students with severe disabilities who cannot participate in other assessments due 1o
the severity of their disabilities.

i. {(No change.)

ii. The APA measures the progress of students who have been determined eligible for the APA by the IEP team in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.11.

4. {No change.}

(e) (No change.}

6A:8-4.2 Documentation of student achievement

{a) The Department of Education, after each test administration, shall provide to chief school admiristrators the
following:

1.-2. (No change.)

3. School and schoo! district summary data, including school and school district means, numbers tested, and percent
achieving at each performance level, with school district summary data aggregated and disaggregated, and school sum-
mary data disaggregated, for students with disabilities as defined by N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3 and for those who have limited
English proficiency.

{b}-{c) {No change.)

(d) District boards of education shall maintain, for every student, a ninth-grade through graduation transcript which
contains the following, as available:

1.-2. (No change.)

3. {No change in text.)

4. Evidence of technological literacy,

5. Evidence of career education instructional experiences and career development activities;

6. The results of any industry certification tests linked to one or more industry-based standards for those students
who participate in vocational-technical education programs; and

7. {(No change in text.}

6A:8-4.4 Annual review and evaluation of school districts

{a) The Department of Education shall review the performance of schools and school districts, using a percent of
students performing at the proficient level as one measure of adequate yearly progress and incorporating a progress cri-
terion indicative of systemic reform as defined in (a){iv, 2iv, and 3iv below. The review shall include the performance
of ali students, including students with disabilities as defined by N.JLA.C. 6A:14-1.3, students from major racial and
ethnic groups, economically disadvantaged students, and students who have limited English proficiency. This review
shall take place at each grade level in which Statewide assessments are administered, using the following criteria:
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1. A specified increasing percent of the total number of students tested and of each statistically viable subgroup of
al} third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade students tested in & schoo! or school districy, except those students who have enroiled
afier July 1 of the calendar vear prior to the test administration, shal! have scored at the proficient level, or higher, on
the elementary component of the Statewide assessment and/or the APA, in each of the content areas assessed.

i. The specified increasing percent for the grade three assessment, the grade four assessment, the grade five assess-
ment, and/or the corresponding APA shall be determined according to the following schedule:

(1) For the grade four assessment administered during the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 academic years, language arts
literacy 68 percent and mathematics 53 percent.

(2) For the grade three assessment and the grade four assessment administered during the 2004-2005, 2005-20006,
and 2006-2007 academic years, language arts literacy 75 percent and mathematics 62 percent.

Recodify existing (5)}(6) as (3)-(4) (No change in text.}

ii. Statisticaliy viable subgroups are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Account-
ability Workbook, on the Department's website, at hitp://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nclb/workbook.pdf.

iii. (No change.)
iv. For statistically viable subgroups of third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade students, and for the total student pepulation,

as an alternative to meeting the absolute criteria in (a)li above, adequate yearly progress may be demonstrated by meet-
ing the following safe harbor criteria:

{1)-(2) (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a school
or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced proficient fevel in the
school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed in language arts literacy and in mathe-

matics, Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be included as partially proficient
unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of Education.

2. A specified increasing percent of the total number of students tested and of each statistically viable subgroup of
all sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade students tested in a school or school district, except those students who have en-
voiled after Juiv | of the calendar year prior (o the test adminisiration, shall have scored at the proficient level, or higher,
on the elementary component of the Statewide assessment or the grade eight component of the Statewide assessment
and/or the APA, in each of the content areas assessed.

i. The specified increasing percent for the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, the grade eight as-
sessment, and/or the corresponding APA shall be determined according to the following schedule:

{1) For the grade eight assessment administered during the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 academic years, language
arts literacy 58 percent and mathematics 39 perceni.

(2) For the grade eight assessment administered during the 2004-2005, 2003-2006, and 2006-2007 academic years,
language arts literacy 66 percent and mathematics 49 percent,

(3) For the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, and the grade eight assessment administered during
the 2007-2008, 2068-2009, and 2009-2010 academic years, fanguage arts literacy 76 percent and mathematics 62 per-
cent.

(4) For the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, and the grade eight assessment administered during
the 2010-2011, 2011-2012, and 2012-2013 academic years, language arts literacy 87 percent and mathematics 79 per-
cent,

ii. Statistically viable subgroups are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Account-
ability Workbook, on the Department's website, at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/ncib/workbook . pdf.

iii. (No change.)

iv. For statistically viabie subgroups of sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade students, and for the total student popula-
tion, as an alternative to meeting the absolute criteria in (a)2i above, adequate yearly progress may be demonstrated by
meeting the following safe harbor criteria:
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(1)-(2) (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a school
or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced proficient level in the
school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed in language arts literacy and in mathe-
matics, Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be included as partially proficient
unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of Education.

3. A specified increasing percent of the tozal number of students fested and of each statistically viabie subgroup of
! 1th grade students tested in a school or school district as of July 1 of their 11th grade year shall have scored at the pro-
ficient level, or higher, in all content areas assessed on the spring administration of the HSPA in their 11th grade year

and/or the APA,

i. The specified increasing percent for the HSPA and/or the corresponding APA shali be determined according to
the following schedutle:

{13-(4) {(No change.)

il, Statistically viabie subgroups are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Account-
ability Workbook, on the Department's website, at http://www.nj.gov/nided/grants/nclb/workbook pdf.

1il. (No change .}

iv. For statistically viable subgroups of 11th grade students, and for the total student population, as an alternative lo
meeting the absolute criteria in (a)31 above, adequate yearly progress may be demonstrated by meeting the following
safe harbor criteria:

{1+{2) (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a school
or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced proficient level in the
schoel district does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed in language arts literacy and in mathe-
matics. Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be included as partially proficient
unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of Education.

4. District boards of education with & statistically viable LEP subgroup may choese to count, as LEP, former LEP
students for up to two years after they have demonstrated English proficiency and exited the LEP program. District
boards of education that choose to ceunt former LEP students as LEP must count all former LEP students who have

exited within the past two years.

i. Statistically viabie subgroups are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated Siate Application Accounta-
bility Workbook, on the Department's website, at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nclb/workbook.pdf.

(b) The Department of Education, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-10, shall annually review individual school
performance on applicable Statewide assessments relative to achieving the Coere Curriculum Content Standards accord-

ing to the criteria specified in (a)! through 3 above.

1. District boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.J.A.C. 6A:30, other than county special services
school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shall ensure that each school which does
not achieve State standards as determined by performance on applicable Statewide assessments develops and imple-
ments a school-level improvement plan inciuding measurable objectives to address deficiencies identified by the as-
sessments and to comply with any correspondent Federal sanctions,

2. District boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.J.A.C. 6A:30, other than county special services
school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shall ensure that each school which
achieves State standards. creates measurable school-level objectives that address improvement in any area contained
within the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

3. District boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.J.A.C. 6A:30, other than county special services
school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shali submit all schooi-level improvement
plans and objectives annually to the county superintendents as part of the quality assurance annual repert (QAAR) in
accordance with N.LA.C. 6A:30-1.4(a)1.
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4. (No change.)

(¢) The Department of Education, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:30-2.1, shall evaluate a district board of educa-
tion subject to evaluation accerding to N.JLA.C. 6A:30, other than county special services schoo! districts, educational
services commissions, and jointure commissions, every seven years. The evaluation will be based, in part, en a district
board of education's performance in achleving the proficiency levels of the Core Curriculum Content Standards as
measured at each grade level in which Statewide assessments are administered.

1. A district board of education subject to evaluation according to N.JLA.C. 6A:530. other than county special ser-
vices schoot districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, may be certified if it meets the ap-
plicable criteria in (a)1 through 3 above, developed pursuani to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.1(a) and {b).

6A:8-4.5 Public reporting

{a) The Department of Education shall report annually to the State Board and the public on the progress of all stu-
dents and student subgroups in meeting the Core Curriculum Content Standards as measured by the Statewide assess-
ment system by publishing and distributing the Department's annual New Jersey School Report Card in accordance with
N.JS. A 18A7E-2 through 5 and the New Jersey Open Public Records Act {P.L. 2001, ¢ 404}, NJ.S A 471 A-] et seq,

{b) The Department of Education, after each test administration, shall report to district boards of education on the
performance of ali students and on the performance of student subgroups.

(¢) The Department of Education shali report performance on the APA with the same frequency and in the same
detail as it reports on other Statewide assessments, including school and school district means and the number and per-
centage of participating students.

{d} {No change.)
SUBCHAPTER 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

6A:8-5.1 Graduation requirements

{a) District boards of education shall deveiop, adopt, and implement requirements for a State-endorsed diploma
which include the following:

1. Local high school graduation requirements including one or both of the following two options:

{. Participation in a local program of study of not fewer than 116G credits in courses designed to meet all of the Core
Curricutum Content Standards, including, but not Himited to, the following credits:

(1)-(8) {No change.)

{7y At least five credits in world languages or student demonstration of proficiency as set forth in 1i{4) below effec-
tive with the 2004-2005 grade nine class;

{8)-(%) (No change.)

il. The 110-credit requirement set forth in {a}li above may be met in whale or in part through program completion
as follows:

{1} District boards of education may determine and establish curricular activities or programs aimed at achieving
the Core Curriculum Content Standards for promotion and graduation purposes.

{A)-(D) (No change.)

(E} Individual programs based upon specific instructional objectives aimed at meeting or exceeding the Core Cur-
riculum Content Standards shall be on file in the school district and subject to review by the Commissioner or his or her

designee;
{23-(3) (No change.}

{4} District boards of education shall choose from among the following assessment options to determine if students
have achieved the level of language proficiency designated as Novice-High as defined by the American Council on the
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Teaching of Foreign Languages {ACTFL) and recognized as fulfilling the world languages requirement of the Core
Curriculum Content Standards:

(A} The Language Learning Solutions {L.LS) online assessment;

(B) The ACTFL Oral Preficiency interview (OP1) or Modified Oral Proficiency Interview (MOPI); or
{C} Department-approved locally designed competency-based assessments;

2.-4. {No change.}

5. The requirement that all students demonstrate proficiency in all sections of the HSPA or SRA process applicable
1o the ¢lass graduating in the year they meet all other graduation requirements,

6. Starting with those students graduating from an adult high school in the 2004-2005 academic year, students shail
demonstrate proficiency in ali sections of the HSPA or SRA process for any subjects not et passed on a previously
approved Statewide assessment required for graduation.

{b} {No change.)

(c) District boards of education, through the [EP process and pursuant to NJA.C. 6A:14-4.12, Graduation, may,
for individual students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3, specify alternate requirements for a
State-endorsed diploma.

1.-2. (No change.)
{d)-(e) (No change.}

{11 District boards of education shall provide students who have not demonstrated proficiency on one or more sec-
tions of the HSPA following the | 1th grade with the opportunity 1o demonsirate such competence through both repeated
administrations of the HSPA and the SRA process.

1. District boards of education shall submit the results of the SRA process to the appropriate county superintendent
of schools by March 31 of each year for approval for graduaion in June of the same year.

2.-4. {No change )
CHAPTER 19 VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND STANDARDS
SUBCHAPTER 7. LOCAL APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDS

6A:19-7.1 Application procedures

{a) District boards of education and other eligible agencies or institutions conducting vocational-technical education
programs desiring to participate in grant programs shail make application for funds, pursuant to P.L. 105-332, to the
New Jersey State Department of Education on forms provided by the Department.

{b) The State Board, in concordance with P.L. 103-332, will include in the State Plan for Vocational Education au-
thorization for the Commissioner to withhold from district boards of education State and Federal funds for activities in
any component programs included in N.J.8 A, 18A:54-1 et seq. when the following conditions exist:

1. The program is unapproved;
2. The activities are being implemented in a manner inconsistent with the State Plan for Vocational Education;

3. Students participating in external paid or unpaid structured leaming experiences are exploited, illegally em-
ployed, or employed under conditions which do not provide for their health and safety; or

4. Teachers are not appropriately certified according to N.LA.C. 6A:8-13,

(c) The State Board of Education assures that any district board of education and other eligible institution or agency
conducting vocational-technical education programs dissatisfied with final action on any applications for funds shall be
given reasonabie notice and may appeal the decision as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:3, Controversies and Disputes,

SUBCHAPTER 8. VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM AND COURSE APPROVAL
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6A:19-8.1 Program approval process
{2} The State Board will adopt 2 State Pian for Vocational Education pursuant to P.L. 105-332.

ih) The State Board will include in the State Plan for Vocational Education, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, au-
thorization for the Cammissioner te establish a program-approval svstem for aligning vecational-techntcal education
programs with N.J A.C. 6A:8-2, The Core Curriculum Content Standards, and the educational delivery systems from
grade nine through grade 12 at the local, county, regional. and State levels, Program approval is required for vocation-
al-technical education programs offered by schoal districts with approved vecational schools, comprehensive high
schools, county vocational schools, and other agencies offering secondary or non-collegiate postsecondary programs.
The program-approval system shall include the following:

1. District boards of education shall identify the need for vocational-technical education programs of instruction
through identification of the latest labor-market demand data, the results of employer surveys, and the use of an adviso-
ry commitiee te plan for and operate the program;

2. District boards of education seeking to establish any new vocational-technical education programs shall request
recommendations from the appropriate Workforce Investment Board (W1B) to minimize duplication of programs and to
foster a unified delivery system;

3. District boards of education, upon verification of the local need 1o offer a vocational-technical education program
and recommendation of the WIB, shall submit a completed Vocational-Technical Education Program Approval Request
to the Department of Education. The Program Approval Request will include the following: program title; accupational
objective of the program; documentation of the need for the program; program advisery committee; admission require-
ments; program structure; instructional stafl plans; enroliment projections; curriculum outiing; participation in voca-
tional student organizations; facilities and equipment required; program costs; career guidance and counseling provi-
sions; linkage programs involved: participation of special populations; evaluation; and impact on institutional capacity,

4. The Commissiener shall approve or disapprove the district board of educatien’s request to offer a vocation-

al-technical education program. Approval or disapproval will be based en the completeness of the application and the
inctusion of data which support the establishment of the program;

3, The Commissioner, in approving programs with a regional or State designation, shall establish the criteria for
admitting students from outside the schoaol district and/or county, The admission requirements will include at least
minimum academic and occupational competencies, based on the Core Curriculumn Content Standards and an indus-
try-verifled competency list; and

5. District beards of education dissatisfied with the decision on the request for a vocational-technical education
program approvai may appeal the decision as set forth in NJ.A.C. 6A:3, Controversies and Disputes.

Recodify existing (bi-{¢) as {c)-(d) (No change in text.)
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The agency proposal follows:

Summary

The Department of Education is proposing to readopt N.JA.C. 64:8, Standards and Assessment, with amendments.
This chapter, which implements the Core Curriculum Content Standards and the Statewide assessment system, is
scheduled to expire October 28, 2005, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3.1c, As part of this process, the Department is pro-
posing to consolidate into N.J.A.C. 64:/9, Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards, the provisions at
N.J A.C. 64:8-2.2 that govern the approval process for vocational-technical education programs and the conditions for
receiving Federal funds pursuant to P.L. 105-332. This will require the relocation of most of N.J.A.C. 64.:8-2.2, Author-
ity for the State Plan for Vocational Education, with additional amendments at N.JA.C. 64:79.
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The Standards and Assessment for student achievement rules were originally adopted in May 2000 and amended in
April 2001, May 2001, October, 2002, October 2003, and January 2004, The rules established the Core Curriculum
Content Standards as the basis for curriculum, instruction, and assessment for ali public schoo! students in New Jersey.
The rules also delineated criteria for determining the success of schools, schoo! districts, and charter schools as part of
an annual review and evaluation process. The Standards and Assessment for student achievement rules played a major
role in executing the State Board of Education's original Strategic Plan for Systemic Improvement of Education in New
Jersey: and, with the Core Curriculum Content Standards now implemented, those rules continue to support the State
Board of Education's 2003-2008 Strategic Plan for Improvement in Public Education in the State of New Jersey, Previ-
ously adopted amendments have aligned New Jersey's assessment and accountability systems with Federal requirements
included in Title 1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, 20 U.S.C. §§ 630/ et seq.), as amended by
the No Child Left Behind Act, signed by the President on January 8, 2002 (P.L. 107-110). The amendments have also
brought New Jersey's assessment and accountability systems into compliance with Federal requirements included in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, 20 U.S.C § 14]12(a)(16)), which requires that each state establish
goais for the performance of children with disabilities that are consistent with those established for all children. New
rules at NJ A.C 64:8-2.3 and 3.4 have facilitated the establishment early childhood education programs in further sup-
pott of the State Board of Education's Strategic Plan.

New Jersev's Core Curriculum Content Standards provide district boards of education, parents, students, and other
citizens with a clear educationai destination. Defined in terms of knowledge and skills, this destination means that pub-
lic-schoo! graduates will be better prepared for higher education, advanced occupational preparation, or initial employ-
ment that leads to further skili development. It also means that graduates will be betier prepared to assume their full
adult responsibilities as citizens.

The proposed amendments will incorporate the most recent revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Standards
and continue the process of bringing New Jersey's standards-based assessment and accountability systems into compli-
ance with Federal education requirements included in the 2002 reauthorization of ESEA (P.L. 1G7-110) and in IDEA
(20 USC §1412).

The following summary provides a brief overview of Chapter § and identifies the proposed amendments at N.JA C
648 and 6A-19:

NJAC 64:8 Standards and Assessment

N.LA.C. 6A:8-1 General Provisions

This subchapter provides the purpose and scope of the chapter and identifies the parties to whom the rules apply.

NJAC 64:8-1.1 Purpose

This section emphasizes that the Core Curriculum Content Standards will drive curriculum, instruction, and as-
sessment for all students in New Jersey.

The proposed amendments at N./.A4.C. 64:8-1.7{a)t replace the references to "Cross-Content Workplace Readiness
Standards," from the 1996 standards, with references to "technological literacy,” and "career education and consumer,
family, and life skills" from the newly revised Core Curriculum Content Standards.

NJAC 64:8-1.2 Scope

This section states that the provisions of the chapter apply to all students enrclled in publicly funded elementary,
secondary, and adult high school education programs in New Jersey, including charter schools. The term "district
boards of education,” as defined in and used throughout the chapter, is used to refer to all providers of publicly funded
elementary, secondary, and adult high schoo! education programs,

The proposed amendments at N.J.A4.C. 64:8-/ 2{b) remove the redundant "State facilities” and "organizations." The
term "public college-operated programs” is proposed to be added for consistency with the amended definition of "dis-
trict boards of education.”

The proposed amendments at M. 4.C. 64:8-1 2(d) replace "benchmark grade levels four, eight, and 11-12" with
"grade Jevels three through eight and 11-12" and clarify that students with disabilities who are ungraded would be as-
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sessed at "equivalent ages,” which for the Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA) would be ages nine through 14, and
I8

N.JLA.C 64:8-1.3 Definitions
Proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 64, 8-1.3 clarify the foliowing definitions:

The term "ACTFL," meaning the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, is proposed to be add-
ed.

The definition of "APA," meaning the Alternate Proficiency Assessment, is proposed to be amended by replacing
the "GEPA™ with the more generic "grade eight component of the Statewide assessment” for consistency with the
amended N.J A.C 64.8-4. [ic) and 4.47a)2 as described below and to allow for possible future assimilation of the grade
eight assessment into the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) nomenclature.

The definition of "apprentice” is proposed to be deleted, as the rules which contained this term are being deleted,

The term "career awareness and exploration” is proposed to be expanded te include “"preparation.” The definition of
the resulting "career awareness, exploration, and preparation” is proposed to be amended to require that such programs
"develop foundational knowledge necessary for success in the workplace.” An amendment is proposed to replace the
terms "work and/or" with "careers, including.” An additional amendment is proposed to add "or training and employ-
ment" after "education.”

The definition of “chief school administrator” is proposed to be amended to clarify "district" as "school district.”

The definition of "Core Curricuium Content Standards” is proposed to be amended by removing the PTM number
of the original 1996 document from the definition.

The definition of "Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards" is proposed to be deleted, as this term is no
longer used in the newly revised Core Curriculum Content Standards,

The definition of “curriculum frameworks" is proposed to be expanded to include not only documents published by
the Department of Education in hard copy, bit those released in electronic format.

The definition of "district boards of education is proposed to be amended by deleting the redundant "State facili-

ties" and “crganizations” and including "public college-operated programs.”

The term “ECPA," meaning Early Childhood Program Aid, is proposed to be added. Early Childhood Program Aid,
pursuant to NJ S A 184 7F- 14, is distributad to all school districts with high concentrations of low-income students for
the purpose of providing fuil-day kindergarten and preschool classes and other early childhood programs and services,

The term "English Language Proficiency Standards.” meaning the most recent alignment of New Jersey's ESL
standards 1o the "ESL Standards for Pre-K through 12 Students” pursuant to NJ.A.C. 64:/5-7 4fc)1, is proposed to be
added,

The term "ESL," meaning English as 2 second language, is proposed 10 be added.

The definition of "ESPA" is proposed 1o be deleted, as the Elementary School Proficiency Assessment has been re-
piaced.

The definition of "504 student” is proposed to be amended to delete the reference to 29 U.S.(\ § 794, and 34 CFR
104.3(a), (c) and (d). An amendment is also proposed to include the word "student” in place of "person” before “who."
The current expression "one or more major life activities” is proposed for deletion and is replaced with "a major life
function.” The current language, specifying "a record of such an impairment, or is regarded as having such an impair-
ment,” is proposed for deletion and is replaced with "been determined eligibie for services, including accommodations
and modifications by the schoel district's 504 team; and has a 504 pian."

The definition of "GEPA" is proposed to be deleted, as the Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) is being
replaced with the more generic "grade eight assessment component” to allow for possible future assimilation of the
grade eight assessment into the NJ ASK nomenciature.



Page 4
37 N.ILR. 833(a)

The definition of "gifted and talented students” is proposed to be amended by removing the redundant "exception-
ally able." Also, a technical amendment is proposed within the definition to clarify "local district” as "local school dis-
trict" for consistency with other chapters of Title A of the Administrative Code.

The definition of "HSPT" is proposed to be deleted, as the High School Proficiency Test has been replaced by the
High Schooi Proficiency Assessment (HSPA)

The definition of "[EP Team" is proposed to be amended, for consistency with the Special Education Rules at
NJAC 64:14-1.3, to mean the group of individuals who are responsible for the development, review, and revision of
(rather than required to attend the meeting 1o develop) the student's Individualized Education Program.

The term "LLS" meaning "the Language Learning Sclutions online proficiency-based assessment for world ian-
guages,” is proposed to be added.

The definition of "magnet program" is proposed to be amended 10 mean "a distinctive program designed to: 1. At-
tract students by offering a specialized curriculum based on a special theme or method of instruction; and 2. Substan-
tiallv strengthen the knowledge of academic subjects and the attainment of tangible and marketable vocational, techno-
logical, and professionat skills of students attending the program." The term "distinctive” is added before program. An
amendment is proposed to capitalize "attract” and move the word to the beginning of paragraph 1. An amendment is
also proposed at paragraph | to include the requirement that the specialized curriculum be "based on a special theme or
method of instruction.” A new provision is proposed at paragraph 2 requiring that such programs "Substantially
strengthen the knowledge of academic subjects and the attainment of tangible and marketable vocational, technological,
and professional skills of students attending the program.” This amended definition would be consistent with the Feder-
al language in the amended Magnet Schools Assistance Program (MSAP) regulations (34 CFR Part 280} which became
effective on March 3, 2004.

The term "MOPY," meaning "the ACTFL Modified Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment
of functional speaking ability ofters used to test the lower proficiency ranges." is proposed to be added.

The definition of "National Skill Standards Board" is proposed 1o be deleted, as the National Skill Standards Board
no longer exists.

The term "OPL" meaning "the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment of function-
al speaking ability currently available in 37 different world languages,” is proposed to be added.

The definition of "performance assessment” is proposed to be amended to clarify thal it means “observing and
evaluating” demonstrations of what students know and can do. The examples of such demonstrations are amended to
delete "open-ended or constructed response questions” and add "performance tasks,” and to change "reports of iabora-
tory or work-based experiences” to "laboratory reports, and structured learning experiences.”

The definition of "structured learning experience” is proposed to be amended, for consistency with the current Vo-
cational-Technical Education Programs and Standards rules at N.J.A.C. 64:/9-1.2, to include the terms "experiential”
and "educational” to describe the types of activities. The amendment deletes specific references to "co-curricular or ex-
mra-curricular activities," "school-based enterprises,” "apprenticeship programs,” and "community service within disci-
plines.” An amendment adds a requirement specifying that the activities are "designed to provide students with exposure
to the requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groups, and to assist them in gaining employment
skills and making career and educational decisions.” An additional provision at N.J.A.C. 64.19-1.2 further specifies
that, "All structured learning experiences must adhere to applicable State and Federal child labor laws and other rules of
the State Departments of Education and Labor."

The term "vocational-technical education program,” meaning "a sequence of academic and vocational courses de-
signed to provide students with the industry-based skills and knowledge needed to gain employment in a particular oc-
cupation or career area or to pursue further education at the post-secondary level," is proposed to be added for con-
sistency with the Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at NJA.C. 64:19-1.2.

N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2 The Core Curriculum Content Standards

This subchapter mandates the Core Curricutum Content Standards. It includes the authority for establishing State
educational goals and standards; it ties the development of the State Plan for Vocational Education to the Core Curricu-
tum Content Standards; and it includes the authority for requiring early childhood education programs.
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N.JAC. 64:8-2.1 Authority for educational goals and standards

This section identifies the State Board of Education's responsibility for establishing State educational goals and
standards. It includes by reference the Core Curriculum Content Standards as originally adopted by the State Board of
Education in 1996 and revised in 2002 and 2004,

The proposed amendments at N.JA.C 64:8-2.1(a)1 document the revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Stand-
ards in language arts literacy, mathematics, and science as adopted by the State Board in July 2002.

N.JA.C 64:8-2 1{a)2 is proposed to be deleted, as the comprehensive nature of the new revised and expanded
Core Curricylum Content Standards has eliminated the need for a separate set of standards for students with severe dis-
abilities.

The proposed new paragraph at N.J. A, C 64.8-2 1(a)2 documents the revisions 1o the Core Curricuium Content
Standards in language arts iiteracy, visual and performing arts, comprehensive health and physical education, world
languages, technological literacy, and career education and consumer, family, and life skills as adopted by the State
Board in April 2004

The proposed amendments al N.J A.C. 64:8-2./(a)3 document the revisions to the Early Childhood Education Pro-
gram Expectations: Standards of Quality, renamed Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quali-
tv, as adopted by the State Board in July 2004,

The proposed new paragraph at N.J A . 64.8-2.1{«j4 documents the revisions to the Core Curriculum Content
Standards in social studies as adopted by the State Board in October 2004,

The current N.J.4.C. 64:8-2.1(aj4 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.A4.C 64:8-2.17a)5. The
proposed amendments establish the year 2008 for initiating the next review and revision of the Core Curriculum Con-
tent Standards and the Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quality. The amendments also re-
move the obsolete reference 1o the separate Core Curriculum Content Standards for Students with Severe Disabilities.
The comprehensive nature of the new revised and expanded Core Curriculum Content Standards eliminates the need for
a separate set of standards for students with severe disabilities.

N.J.AC 6A:8-2.2 Authority for the State Plan for Vocational Education

This section designates the State Board as the legally constituted State Board for Vocational Education, having re-
sponsibility for adopting a State Plan for Vocational Education. It ties the development of the State Plan for Vocational
Education to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

The current introductory paragraph to N.J.A.C. 64.8-2.2¢b) is proposed to be deleted from this chapter and relocat-
ed at N.JLA.C. 6A:19-8, Vocational-Technical Education Program and Course Approval.

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.2(bj1 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.4.C. 64:8-2.2(b). The pro-
nosed amendment replaces the reference to "Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards,” from the 1996 standards,
with references to "technological literacy," and "career education and consumer, family, and life skills" from the newly
revised Core Curriculum Content Standards.

N.JAC 64:8-2.2(bj2 is proposed to be deleted, as the content duplicates the content of the proposed revision to the
Voeational-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at NJ.A.C. 64.19-7. ]{(a).

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.2(b)3 and 4 are proposed to be deleted from this chapter and relocated at N.J.A.C.
6A:19-7, Local Applications for Funds.

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.2(b)5 is proposed to be deleted from this chapter and relocated with amendments at
N.J.A.C. 6A:19-8, Vocational-Technical Education Program and Course Approval.
N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.3 Authority for the registration and related classroom instruction of apprenticeship programs.
This section required that the Department administer the registration of apprentice programs.

N.J.A.C 64:8-2.3 is proposed to be repealed, as the Department of Labor and Workforce Development is now the
recognized State agency responsible for the administration of apprentice programs,
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N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.4 Authority for requirement to establish early childhood education programs.

Pursuant to N.J.S A, 184:7F-16, this section requires district boards of education, except Abbott districts pursuant
to N.JLA.C. 6A:24-3.1-3 .3, with high concentrations of low-income students to establish and maintain preschool and

fuli-day kindergarten for all four- and five-year-olds.

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-2.4 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.4.C. 64:8-2.3. The proposed
amendments to the current N.J A C. 64.8-2.4(a) delete the reference to the 2001-2002 school year, since that starting
date has already passed, and amend the regulatory citation.

The proposed new N.J 4 C 64,8-2.3(b) requires district boards of education to not admit non-resident three- or
four-year-old children to ECPA funded preschool programs within any non-Abbott ECPA district.

N.LA.C. 6A:8-3 Implementation of the Core Curriculum Content Standards

This subchapter primarily describes the district board of education's role in delivering kindergarten through grade
12 instruction so that students will be able to achieve the Core Curricubum Content Standards. It alse reaches beyond
that grade range to include requirements for early childhood education programs and enrollment in college courses by
high school students.

NJAC 64:8-3.] Curriculum and instruction

This section describes the district board of education's responsibility for the design and delivery of curriculum and
instruction needed to address the Core Curricuium Content Standards,

The section includes, among district responsibilities. the adapration of instruction to provide meaningful education-
al experiences for students with disabilities. It also includes the responsibility for providing appropriate challenges for
gifted and talented students so that the raised expectations for alt students do not result in lowered expectations for
some. The section alse describes the Department's role in supporting school district activities,

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C 64:8-3.1{a)} clarifies "districts™ as “district boards of education.”

The proposed amendments at ¥.J A.C. 64:8-3.J{a/51 require district boards of education 1o make provisions for an
ongoing K-12 identification process for gifted and talented students that includes multiple measures, The requirement to
use multiple measures is based on the recommendation of the Commissien on Programs for Gifted Students.

The proposed new N.JA.C. 64:8-3.1(a)51i requires district boards of education to provide appropriate K-12 educa-
tional services for gified and talented students.

The current NJA.C. 64:8-3 1{)5ii is proposed to be recodified as NJA.C. 64:8-3 [(qj5iil.

The proposed new N./.4.C. 64:8-3.1(a)5iv requires district boards of education to take into consideration the
Pre-K-Grade 12 Gifted Program Standards of the National Association for Gifted Children in developing programs for
gifted and talented students.

The proposed amendments at NJ AC 64:8-3.17ej6 include school feaders in the in the requirement that district
boards of education actively assist and support professional devejopment. The proposed amendments also delete the
redundant "and/or inservice,” as inservice is a subset of professional development, and replace the obsolete reference to
NJAC 64:9-15 [ with the reference to NJA.C 64:6-15.1 and /6.1,

The proposed new N.JA.C. 64.8-3.1(a)7 requires district boards of education to develop English language assis-
tance programs for limited English proficient students that are aligned to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and
the English Language Proficiency Standards. The Office of Specialized Populations has recently revised the English
l.anguage Proficiency Standards in accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act. District boards of education that
offer Janguage assistance programs must align their ESL curricula to these standards,

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64.8-3,1(b) replaces "occupational/technical programs” with "vocation-
al-technical education programs,” for consistency with the terminology of the Vocational-Technical Education Pro-

grams and Standards rules at NJA.C, 64.79.

N.JA.C. 64:8-3.2 Career education and counseling
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This section provides for the development and implementation of a comprehensive guidance and counseling system
to facilitate career awareness and expioration in fulfillment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

It is proposed that the heading of N/ A.C. 64.:8-3.2, now "Career awareness and exploration,” be changed to "Ca-
reer education and counseling” to more accurately reflect the contents of the subchapter.

The proposed amendments at N.J.A4.C. 64,8-3.2/a) clarify the components of career education as “career aware-
ness, exploration, and preparation.” This is reflected in the proposed amendments to the definition at NJ.A.C. 64.:8-1.3,
Additional proposed amendments replace "counseling system" with "academic counseling program,"” for consistency
with the proposed language in the current N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.2(a)2. proposed for recodification as N.JA.C. 64:8-3. 2(a}1.

Jt is proposed that N.J.A.C. 64:8-3 27a)] be deleted, as it refers to the obsolete cross-content workplace readiness
standards and is otherwise redundant given the intent of NJ A.C. 64.8-3 Na}l.

The current N.J A.C. 64:8-3.2(a)2 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.JA.C. 64.8-3.2/g)1. The
proposed amendment at paragraph (a)l adds the term “comprehensive” before career guidance, deletes "career aware-
ness," and adds "academic counseling." The new designation as "comprehensive,” is linked to the proposed inclusion of
"academic counseling” along with the previously specified career guidance. The proposed amendment at subparagraph
{a)1iii adds "the National Career Development Guidelines and" before the Career Development Standards.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:8-3.2(a)1iii adds the National Career Development Guidelines as a re-
source, for consistency with the guidance provided by the revised Core Curriculum Content Standards document, in the
introduction to the career education and consumer, family, and Jife skills standards.

The current N.J.A.C 64:8-3.2(a)3 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.2(aj2. The
proposed amendment includes academic counseling along with career guidance for consistency with the current rule at
NJAC 64:8-3 2¢q)2, proposed to be recodified as N.JA4.C. 64.8-3.2(a)l.

The proposed amendments at N.JA.C. 64:8-3.2¢aj2i through iv clarify the language in the delineation of what a
district board of education's guidance and counseling system must be designed to do and ensure consistency with the
language in the Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at N/ A.C. 64:79. The amendment
proposed at N.J 4. C. 64:8-3.2(aj2i replaces "occupational” choices with "career” choices. The amendment proposed at
N.JA.C 64:8-3.2(aj2ii specifies support for students' academic attainment, career development, and personal/social
development. The amendment proposed at N.J 4. 64:8-3.2(aj2iii specifies development of students’ understanding of
the relationships among academic attainment. career development. and personal/social development. The amendmernt
proposed at N.J A.C. 64:8-3.2¢aj2iv replaces the reference 10 the Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards with
encouragement for students to create and maintain portfolios consisting of student accomplishments including academic
and career-oriented work samples that reflect achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 1t is proposed
that NJ A.C. 64:8-3.2(aj2v be deleted, as it duplicates the requirement in N.JA.C. 64:8-3 2(aj2iii.

The current N.J A.C. 64:8-3.2(aj4 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.4.C. 64:8-3.2(a)3. The
proposed amendments replace "transitional services” with "transition services," for consistency with the Special Educa-
tion rule at N.JA.C. 64-14-1.3, and clarify that academic counseling is to be provided along with career guidance for
students with disabilities for consistency with the proposed N.J. A4.C. 64:8-3.2(aj2, proposed to be recodified as N.J.A.C.
64:8-3.2¢a)1.

The proposed new N.J.A.C. 64.8-3.2¢b}! requires that as part of the development and implementation of curricu-
lum and instruction, district boards of education "include the integration of technological literacy, consisient with the
Core Curricutum Content Standards.” This is consistent with the graduation requirement in NJA.C 64:8-5.1(a)1i(8).

The current NJ A.C. 64:8-3.2(b)1 and 2 are proposed to be recodified as NJ A.C. 64:8-3.2(bj2 and 3.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A4.C. 64.8-3.2{c) replaces career “exploration” with career "development activi-
ties," for consistency with the Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at N.JA.C. 64:79.

The proposed amendment at N.J 4.C 64:8-3.2(c)1 expands the applicability of the requirement, by replacing "high
school" students with "all" students, and replaces "clustered disciplines” with "Career Clusters identified in the Voca-
tional-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at N.J.A4.C. 64.:19." It is proposed that the list of clustered
disciplines in N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.2(¢j1i through iv be deleted.
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The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 64:8-3 2(c)2 replace career "exploration” activities with career "develop-
ment” activities, for copsistency with the Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards Rules at N J A.C.
6479, and clarify "districts” as "district boards of education,” for consistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the
Administrative Code.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4 C 64:8-3.27c)3 clarifies "districts" as "district boards of education,” for con-
sistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The proposed amendment at N.J4.C. 64.8-3,2(d) and replaces "experience career exploration” with "explore career
interests." Also, a technical amendment is proposed within the definition to add the word "the" before "Core Curriculum
Content Standards.”

The proposed amendments at N.J.4.C. 64:8-3.2¢d)1 clarify the wording and delete the reference to the obsolete
cross-content workplace readiness standards.

The proposed amendments at N.J.4.C. 64,8-3 2¢d)21i describe structured learning experiences that are "external
experiences” as taking place at a work site or in the community in accordance with the Vocational-Technicai Education
Programs and Standards Rules at NJ A C 64 /9-6 4.

The proposed amendment at N.J A.C. 64.8-3.21d)3 specifies that the subsequent requirements apply not only to
"naid" external structured fearning experiences, but also 1o "unpaid” external structured leamning experiences,

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64:8-3 21di31 replaces the obsolete reference to requirements for cooperative
education in N.J.A.C. 643 with the more current requirements "identified in the Professional Licensure And Standards
Rules at N J.4.C. 64.9-13.19 through /3.22"

N.JAC. 64:8-3.3 Enrollment in college courses

This section provides for the continuity of education from secondary through postsecondary by offering high school
students the opportunity to take college courses as part of their educational program.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A4.C. 6.4:8-3.37a) deletes the requirement that district boards of education make
reasonable efforts 1o "develop articulation agreements with New Jersey colleges and universities 1o facilitate the deliv-
ery of college credit courses to qualified high schoc! students” and adds the requirement that district boards of education
make reasonable efforts to “increase the availability of college-leve! instruction for high school students through courses
offered by institutions of higher education at their campuses and in high schools.” This language is consisient with the
language in N.JS. 4, 184:6/C-1. An amendment is also propesed to add the clarifying words, “pursuant to N.J.5A.
184-61C-8" 1t is alse proposed that the current rules at NJ A.C 64:8-3 3ra)1 and 2 be deleted.

The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.3(¢)1 require that college courses offered to high school students are
“equivalent" to those offered to regularly admitted college students.

N.J.AC. 6A4:8-3.4 Requirements for early childhood education programs

This section describes the program and fiscal requirements for Early Childhood Program Aid (ECPA).

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:8-3.4(aj clarifies that "ECPA" means Early Childhood Program Ald.

The proposed technical amendment at N.JA.C. 64:8-3.4¢w) | amends the reguiatory citation.

The proposed new N.J.A4.( 64:8-3.4(a)2 requires district boards of education to "serve at Jeast 75 percent of the
universe of four-year-old children prior to any application of ECPA funds to first through third grades.” Overall, the
non-Abbott ECPA districts are currently serving 57 percent of the eligible universe of four year olds. Between school

districts, there is a wide range (21 percent to 100 percent) in the percent of four-year-olds served. NJ.S.A. 184.7F-16
clearly intended that & higher percentage be served.

The proposed new N.J.A.C. 64:8-3 4¢aj3 requires district boards of education to "serve all enrolled four-year-old
children in a full day program prior to any application of ECPA funding to first through third grades.” The fact that dis-
trict boards of education can currently use funding dollars elsewhere is a disincentive for finding and serving the maxi-
mum number of four-year-olds. The original statute, N.J.S. 4. 184:7F-16 of December 20, 1996, and amended by P.L.
2000, ¢.147, § 2, allowed funding to be used in areas outside of early childhood only for the first four years following
enactment of the act,
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The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.4¢b) clarifies "district’s” as "school district’s," for consistency with
other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code,

The technical amendment proposed at N.J A, C 64:8-3.4(c)1 replaces "District wide" with "District-wide.”

The proposed new N.J A.C. 64:8-3.4¢c)3. in order (o comply with Federal requirements in IDEA 20 US.C. ¢
1412(a)(3), requires district boards of education 10 include in their operational plans for Early Childhood Program Aid
“inclusion of children with disabilities in general education classrooms te the maximum extent possible”

The current N.JA.C. 64.8-3.4(c)5 is proposed to be recodified as N.JA.C. 64 83 4(ci6.

The proposed new N.JA.C. 64.8-3.4¢e)] requires district boards of education, commencing July 1, 2008, to main-
tain "preschool classroom enrollments of no more than 18 children with one certified teacher and one aide." Research,
such as that reported by the National Research Council Committee on Early Childhood Pedagogy (2000), indicates that
smaller classroom size of no more than 15 to 18 children is a cornerstone of early childhood classroom effectiveness,
particularty when the population is weighted toward disadvantaged economic background.

The current N.JA.C 64.8-3 47¢j2 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J A C. 64:8-3.47¢j3. The
proposed amendment replaces the criginal document title, Early Childhood Education Program Expectations: Standards
of Quality, with the title of the revised document, Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quality,
and incorporates the link with the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

The proposed new N.J.A4.C. 64.8-3 4/e)4 requires district boards of education to ensure that an early childhood ed-
ucation program "includes transition activities, programs, and services between preschoot programs and kindergarten
programs,” Effective transition is key 1o sustaining the social, emotional and cognitive gains made in early childhood

programs.
The current ¥ JA.C. 6.4:8-3. 4(2)3 and 4 are pronesed (o be recodified as N J A.C. 6.4:8-3.4(¢)5 and 6.

The proposed amendment al N.J A.C. 64:8-3 4¢/) adds the word "assessment” before "measures" for clarity. The
Department proposes to delete the last sentence, as it is a restatement of the current NJ A.C 64:8-3 47¢)2, proposed 10
be recodified as NS A.C 64:8-3.40e)3.

The proposed amendment at ¥.J.4.C. 64:8-3.4/h) clarifies that the professional development described by district
boards of education within their annual operational plans must be "specific to early childhood education” and must be
provided "for all early childhood education administrators, teachers. and teacher assistants.”

The proposed amendment at N.J A.C. 64:8-3 4() deletes the ohsolete reference ro NJA.C. 6:11-3.1,

N.JA.C. 6A:8-4 Implementation of the Statewide Assessment System

This subchapter describes the way in which achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards by all students
is measured through a Statewide system of assessment, in support of the assessment objectives delineated in the State
Board of Education's Strategic Plan for Improvement in Public Education in the State of New Jersey.

N.JLAC 6A4:8-4.1 Statewide assessment system
This section establishes a Statewide assessment system Jinked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:8-4.1(a) specifies that the reporting of assessment resuits wilt be in ac-
cordance with the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (P.L. 2001, ¢.404), N.J.S.A. 47:]4-1 et seq,

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:8-4.1{c) replaces the "Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)" with
the more generic "grade eight assessment component” to allow for possible future assimilation of the grade eight as-
sessiment into the NJ ASK nomenclaturs,

The proposed amendments at N.J 4.C. 64.8-4./(¢)! and 3 specify new implementation time lines for Statewide as-
sessments in language arts literacy, mathematics, and science, extending beyond the time lines delineated in the current
rules; they also establish the continued administration of those assessments to comply with the Federal requirements in
the 2002 reauthorization of ESEA (P.L. 107-110). The proposed amendments anticipate field-test administrations of the
NJ ASK 5, 6, and 7 in language arts literacy and mathematics in the Spring of 2006, with the first operational NJ ASK
3, 6, and 7 to be administered in the Spring of 2007.
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The proposed amendment at N.J.A4.C. 64:8-4.1(¢)2 replaces the "GEPA" with the more generic "grade eight” com-
ponent of the Statewide assessment for consistency with the amended N.J.4.C. 64:8-4./(c) as described above and to
allow for possible future assimilation of the grade eight assessment into the N} ASK nomenclature.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64.8-4.1(d) repiaces "11 through 12" with "11-12," for consistency of termi-
nology with the amended NJ A.C 64.8-1.2(d).

The Department proposes to delete N/ A4 C 64:8-4.7(d)14, as administration of the Special Review Assessment
(SRA} utilizes results from the student's previous taking of the HSPA and therefore the district board of education op-
tion of administering the native-language SRA in lieu of the HSPA to LEP juniors has not been used. District boards of
education will continue to have the option of administering the native-language SRA to LEP seniors, as provided by
NJAC 64:8-4.1¢d)\ i, proposed to be recodified as NJAC 64:8-4.1(di1

The proposed new N.J.4.C. 64.8-4.1{di}ii gives disirict boards of education the option of substituting a Depart-
ment-approved language proficiency test for the language arts literacy section of the elementary component of the
Statewide assessment or the grade eight component of the Statewide assessment, for LEP students who have entered the
U.S. after July | of the calendar year prior (o the test administration. Such students will still be required to take the
mathematics portion of the appropriate Statewide agsessment. This option will only apply to assessments given in
grades three through eight; it does not apply to the HSPA. This subparagraph will codify the guidance issued by the US
DOE in February, 2004, which aliows greater flexibility in how states determine participation for LEP stdents under
the No Child Left Behind Act. The proposed amendment is also consistent with revisions to the State of New Jersey's
Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook, recently approved by the U.S. Department of Education.

The Department proposes te delete at N.J A C. 64:8-4.1(d)3 the reference to the 2001-2002 academic year, since
that starting date has already passed.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.J(d)31i replaces "will measure" with "measures.” The proposed
amendment also ensures consisiency with the Special Education rules at N A.C. 64:14-4.11 by replacing "with severe
disabilities toward achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards” with "who have been determined eligible for the
APA by the IEP team in accordance with NJ A C 64 14-4.71."

NJAC. 6A4:8-4.2 Documentation of student achievement
s of education
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reguired content of student ranscripis and reguires that district boas
The proposed amendments at N.J A C. 64:8-4.2(a)3 ciarify "district” as "school district," for consistency with other
chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The Department proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 64:8-4 2(dj 10 remove obsolete implementation dates and the obsolete
reference to N.J.A.C. 6:3-6.

The Department proposes to delete N.J 4. C. 64:8-4.2(d)3. "other evidence of student achievement.” and recodify
subsequent paragraphs, Other evidence is adequately covered by N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.2/d)8, proposed to be recodified as
N.JA.C. 64:8-4.2(dj7, "any other information deemed appropriate by the district board of education.”

The current N/ A.C. 64:8-4.2(d)5 is propoesed for amendment and recodification as NS A.C 64:8-4.2(di4. The
nroposed amendment replaces "evidence of employabitity skills and work habits such as punctuality, attendance, and
teamwork” with "evidence of technological literacy.”

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.2(dj6 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.2(d)5. The
proposed amendment replaces "structured learning experiences according to N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.2(¢)" with "evidence of
carger education instructional experiences and career development activities."

The current N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.2(d)7 is proposed for amendment and recodification as N.J.A.C. 64.8-4.2(dj6. The
proposed amendment deletes the term "employer/” before industry certification tests and clarifies that the requirement is
applicable to the transcripts of "those students who participate in vocational-technical education programs.”

The Department proposes to delete N.J.4.C. 64,8-4.2(e) because it is overly prescriptive, in requiring the develop-
ment and dissemination of a format for electronic official school transcripts, given the developmental nature of the New
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Jersey Standards Measurement and Resource for Teaching (NJ SMART) to facilitate the collection. management, and
reporting of education data and the transfer of student information.

NJA.C 6A:8-4.3 Accountability

This section identifies particular areas of accountability with respect to Statewide assessment for district boards of
sducation and students. No amendments are proposed to this section,

N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.4 Annual review and evaluation of school districts

This section mandates that the Department annually review school and school district performance, as measured by
the Statewide assessment system, It provides criteria for determining the success of schools, school districts, and charter
schools as part of the evaluation process described in the Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts rules at
N.JA.C 64:30. The section refiects the implementation of a single accountability system based on "adequate yearly
progress” of schools and school districts, as required by 20 US.C § 637 1{oN2HA} and 34 CFR ¢ 200.12,

The Department proposes to amend N.J A.C. 64:8-4.41a) to remove the obsolete implementation date and 1o clari-
fy, for consistency with language used in the No Child Left Behind Act, that review of the performance of schools and
school districts "shall include the performance of all students, including students with disabilities as defined by N.J.A.C.
6A4:14-1.3, students from major racial and ethnic groups, economically disadvantaged students, and students who have
limited English proficiency." "General education studenis" is not a subgroup for which the No Child Left Behind Act
requires the reporting of assessment data. so it is proposed that this subgroup be deleted and not included as a separate
group in the list, The proposed amendments also clarify "district” as "school district,” for consistency with other chap-
ters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code,

The Department proposes to amend N.JA.C. 64.8-4.47a}1 1o remove the obsolete implementation date and to clar-
ify “district” as "school district," for consistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The proposed amendments at M./ A4 C. 64, 8-4.4ra)1i(1) through (6) reflect the modifications to the assessment im-
plementation schedule in N.J.4.C. 64:8-4.77c)] and 3 as described above. Under this proposed schedule, the second
operational administration of the NJ ASK §, 6, and 7 in fanguage arts literacy and mathematics (2007-2008) would be
used as part of the process for review and evaluation of schools and school districts,

The proposed amendments at N.J 4. C. 64:8-4.4¢¢/111, 2ii, and 31 specify that, for purposes of school or school dis-
trict evaluation, "statistically viable subgroups” are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated Staie Application
Accountabstity Workbook, on the Department's Website. These amendments, proposed to provide consistency of evalu-
ation across programs as implemented through the Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts rules at NJA.C

6430, provide the Department with greater flexibiiity to work with the Federal experts to further fine-tune New Jersey's

school and district evaluation process.

The proposed amendments at N.J A4.C. 64:8-4.4(ajliv, 2iv, and 3iv allow school districts to demonstrate adequate
vearly progress for their total student population by meeting the specified safe harbor criteria according to 34 CFR §
200.20¢b).

The proposed new N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.4(a)lv, 2v, and 3v provide that, "Proficient and advanced proficient scores from
the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a school or school district provided the number of those students
who score at the proficient or advanced proficient level in the school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students
in the grades assessed in language arts literacy and in mathematics. Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above
the 1.0 percent cap shall be included as partially proficient unless the school district has been granted an exception by
the Department of Education.”

The Department proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.4(a)2 1o remove the obsolete implementation date and to clar-
ify "district” as "school district,” for consistency with other chapiers of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.4(a)2, 2i, and 2i(1) through {4} replace the "GEPA™ with the more
generic "grade eight component of the Statewide assessment” or "grade eight assessment” for consistency with the
amended N.J.A.C, 64:8-4.1(c) and 2 as described above and to allow for possible future assimilation of the grade eight
assessment into the NJ ASK nomenclature.
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The proposed amendments at N.J.A.C. 64:8-4.4(c)2i(1) through (5) reflect the modificatiens to the assessment im-
plementation schedule in N.J A.C. 64:8-4.1(c)]1 and 3 as described above. Under this proposed schedule, the second
. operational administration of the NJ ASK 5, 6, and 7 in language arts literacy and mathematics (2007-2008) would be
used as part of the process for review and evaluation of schools and school districts. The department is also proposing &
technical amendment at the current N.J A.C. 64.8-4.4(a)2i{3), proposed to be recedified as NJ AL 64:8-4.4(a)2i(5),
that replaces "2009-2010" with "2011-2012"

The Department proposes to amend N.J A C. 64:8-4.4(a)3 to remove the obsolete implementation date and "and/or
the SRA,” for consistency with the proposed deletion of N A.C. 64:8-4. /{11 as described above, The proposed
amendments also clarify "district” as "scheo? district.” for consistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Adminis-
trative Code.

The Department proposes to amend N.J 4.C. 64:8-4 4/aj31 to remove "and/or the SRA," for consistency with the
proposed deletion of N.JA.C 64:8-4 1(d)1i,

The Department proposes (o delete N.JA.C. 64.8-4.4(a4, as it duplicates the requirement at NJ A C. 64-8-4.7(d).

The propesed new N.J.A.C. 64.8-4.4{aj4 allows district boards of education with a swatistically viable LEP sub-
group to choose to count, as LEP, former LEP students for up to two years after they have demonstrated English profi-
ciency and exited the LEP program. District boards of education that choose to count former LEP students as LEP must
count all former LEP students who have exited within the past two vears. This change codifies the guidance issued by
the USDOE in February, 2004, which allows greater flexibility in how states calculate Adequate Yearly Progress (AYF)
and determine participation for LEP students under the No Child Left Behind Act. The proposed new N.J.A.C.
6A:8-4 4/aj4i specifies that "statistically viable subgroups" are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State
Application Accountability Workbook, for consistency with the proposed amendments at N.J A.C. 64.8-4.47a; 111, 23,
and 3ii,

The proposed amendments at N.J A C. 64:8-4.4/5)1, 2, and 3 clarify that these paragraphs apply only to schools
subject to evaluation according to the Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts rules at N.J.A.C. 6430, other
than county special services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions. These pro-
viders of publicly funded education programs have the same responsibilities as all schools with regard 1o providing in-
struction aligned with the Core Curriculum Content Standards and including alt students in the Statewide assessment
system; however, they are monitored differently, Statewide assessment performance of the students served by these
entities is monitored through their sending scheols.

The proposed amendment at M./ A.C. 64:8-4.4¢bj1 clarifies that a school-level improvement plan, in addressing
identified deficiencies, must "comply with any correspondent Federal sanctions.”

The proposed amendments at N.J A.C. 64:8-4 4(cj and (¢} clarify that these paragraphs apply only to schools sub-
ject 1o evaluation according to the Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts rules at A.J.4.C. 6430, other than
county special services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions. These providers
of publicly funded education programs have the same responsibilities as all schools with regard to providing instruction
aligned with the Core Curriculum Content Standards and including all students in the Statewide assessment system;
however, they are monitored differently. Statewide assessment performance of the students served by these entities is
monitored through their sending schools.

N.JA.C. 64:8-4.5 Public reporting

Pursuant so N.J.S.4. 184:7E-1 through 3, this section mandates that the Department of Education report annually,
through the Schoo! Report Card, on the progress of students in achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards.
Based on the disaggregation of summary data, according 1o N.J A.C. 64:8-4.2(a), the section provides that the Depart-
ment of Education report on the performance of students with disabilities and LEP students with the same frequency
and in the same detail as it reports on the assessments of other students.

The proposed amendments at N.J 4.C. 64:8-4.5(a} require that the Department of Education report annually to the
State Board and the public on the progress, not only of all students, but also of student subgroups, in meeting the Core
Curriculum Content Standards as measured by the Statewide assessment system. The amendments also clarify that such
reporting shall be in accordance with N.J.S.A. /84:7E-2 through 5 and the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (P.L.
2001, ¢.404), NS S A 47:14-7 et seq.
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The proposed amendment at N.J A.C. 64:8-4.5¢hj requires that the Department of Education, after each test admin-
istration, report to district boards of education on the performance of all students and on the performance of student
subgroups. The intent is that the reporting requirement no longer be timited to onty two of the subgroups.

The Department proposes to amend N.JA.C. 64:8-4.5(c) to remove the obsolete implementation date and to clarify
"district” as "school district,” for consistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5 Implementation of Graduation Requirements

This subchapter describes the ways in which students may obtain a high school diploma. For the educational path
fallowed by the majority of New Jersey students, the subchapter links the awarding of 2 high schoo! diploma to the de-
velopment of the knowledge and skills contained in the Core Curriculum Content Standards through specific course-
work as measured through the Statewide assessment system. The subchapter also provides alternative paths through
which New lersey students may earn a diploma.

N.J.AC. 64:8-5.1 Graduation requirements

This section mandates that district boards of education include in their requirements for a State-endorsed high
school diploma that a student demonstrate the knowledge and skills contained in all sections of the Core Curricuium
Content Standards, as measured by the HSPA or SRA process. 1t also mandates, as a diploma requirement, student par-
ticipation in a local program of study including not less than 110 credits in courses designed to meet the Core Curricu-
ium Content Standards. The 110-credit requirement may be met in whole or in part through program completion aimed
at achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:8-5.1(a)1i(7), along with the proposed new NJAC 64:8-5 1{artii4).
clarifies the district board of education option to accept student demonstration of proficiency in a world language as an
alternative to seat-time fulfillment of the world languages graduation requirement.

The proposed amendment at ¥ J.A.C. 64.8-5./(a i(1)(E) clarifies "local district” as "school district,” for con-
sistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The proposed new N.JA.C. 64:8-5.1(aj11i(4) provides that district boards of education shall choose from among
the following assessmen: options to determine if students have achieved the level of language proficiency designated as
Novice-High as defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL} and recognized as
fulfilling the world languages requirement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards:

{A) The Language Learning Sclutions (LLS) online assessment;

(B) The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPT) or Medified Oral Proficiency Interview {MOPI}; or

{C) Department-approved locally designed competency-based assessments.

The Department proposes 1o amend N.J.A.C. 64:8-5 1{a}5 to remove the obsolete implementation date.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64:8-3./{aj6 eliminates the reference to the HSPT, no longer given, as an op-
tion for meeting graduation requirements.

The Department proposes to delete N.J.A.C. 64:8-3.1(a)7, removing mention of the HSPT, no longer given, as an
option for those seeking a diploma from & New Jersey public school.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64.8-5.17c) deletes "which may include the APA" since a particular level of
achievement on the Alternate Proficiency Assessment is not intended as a graduation requirement.

The proposed amendment at N.J.A.C. 64:8-5.7(f)1 allows district boards of education until March 3! of each year
(amended from March | of each year) to submit the results of the SRA process to the appropriate county superintendent

of schools.
The Department proposes to delete N.J.A.C. 64.8-5.1(g), reflecting the replacement of the HSPT by the HSPA.

N.JA.C 6A4:8-5.2 High school diplomas

This section provides that district boards of education shall award State-endorsed high school diplomas. The section
provides several paths through which New Jersey students may earn a diploma.
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N.JALC 6A4:19 Vocational-Technical Education Programs and Standards
N.JA.C. 6A:19-7 Local Applications for Funds

N.JA.C 6A4:19-7.1 Application procedures
This section provides the procedures for the application for funds pursuant to P.L. 105-332.

The proposed amendment at N.J.4.C. 64:79-7. /(g replaces the reference to NJA.C. 64.8-2.2(b). from which the

A

application process is being moved, with "P.i.. 105-332."
The Department proposes Lo relocate the current N.J.4.C 64:8-2.2¢b)3 as a new provision at N.JA C. 64:79-7.1(b),

The Department proposes to refocate the current N.JA.C. 64:8-2.2(b;31 through iv as new provisions at NJA4.C.
6A419-7.7(b)! through 4, including an updated regulatory citation.

The Department proposes fo relocate the current NJ A4.C 64.8-2.2(b)4 as a new provision at NJAC 64:19-7 1),
including an updated regulatory citation, The Department is also proposing that the new provision at M.J.A.C.
64-19.7 1¢c) include "vocational-technical," rather than "vocational and technical,” for consistency with the language n
NJAC 64:19.

N.JALC. 6A:19-8 Vocational-Technical Education Program and Course Approval

N.JLA.C. 6A:19-8.1 Program approval process: adoption by reference

The proposed amendment to the heading of this section removes the words "adoption by reference,” since the sec-
tion no longer refers to a process located in N.JA.C. 6A:8-2,

The Department proposes to delete the current NJA.C 6A:19-8.1(a), as the content essentialiy duplicates the con-
tent of N A.C 64:8-2.2¢bj1, praposed to be recodified as NJ A.C. 64:8-2.2(b).

The Department proposes to refocate the current introductory paragraph to N.J.A.C. 64 :8-2.2¢bh) as a new provision
at NJ.AC. 6A:19-8.1(a).

The Department proposes to refocate and amend the current rule at N/ A.C. 64:8-2.2(b)5 as a new provision at
N.J.A.C. 6A:19-8.1{b). The proposed new N.J.A.C. 6A:19-8.1(b) specifies that vocational-technical education programs
must be aligned with the Core Curricuium Content Standards and replaces "occupational program” with "vocation-
al-technical education program.”

The Department proposes to relocate and amend the current rules at N/ A.C. 64:8-2.2(b)5i through vi as new pro-
visions at N.J.A.C. 6A:19-8.1(b)1 through 6. The proposed new paragraph at N.J.A.C. 6A:19-8.1(b)] replaces "occupa-
tional program" with "vocational-technical education program” and deletes the reference to the National Skill Standards
Board, as that board no longer exists. The proposed new paragraphs at N.JJLA.C. 6A:19-8.1(b)2, 3, 4 and 6 replace "oc-
cupational program” with “vocational-technical education program.” The proposed new paragraph at N.JLA.C.
6A:19-8.1{b)}4 clarifies "district request” as "district board of education's request." The proposed new paragraph at
N.JLA.C. 6A:19-8.1(b)5 eliminates the reference to "Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards” and replaces "em-
ployer-verified competency list" with "industry-verified competency list." The provision alse clarifies "district™ as
"school district,” for consistency with other chapters of Title 6A of the Administrative Code.

The Department proposes to recodify N.JLA.C, 6A:19-8.1(b) and {c} as N.J.A.C. 6A: 19-8.1(c) and (d).

The Department has provided a notice of pre-proposal on this notice of proposal, published October 18, 2004 at 36
N.JR. 4587(a}. Therefore, this notice is excepted from the rulemaking calendar requirement, pursuant io N.J.A.C.

[:30-32.3¢a)4,

Social Impact

The social impact of the rujes proposed for readoption and proposed amendments on New Jersey's diverse student
population is positive. The readoption continues the process of including the performance of students with disabilities
and students with limited English proficiency in the formal Statewide assessment and accountability systems. Addition-
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ally, the rules proposed for readoption and proposed amendments hold schooels and schoo! districts accountable, not
only for the academic performance of the total student body, but also for the performance of economicaliy disadvan-
taged students and students from major racial and ethnic groups. The rules proposed for readoption and proposed
amendments ensure the inclusion of all students in standards-based curricula, aligned with New Jersey's Core Curricu-
lum Content Standards, and provide a thorough education. They ensure the continuation of early childhood programs,
particularly in those school districts with the highest concentrations of low-income families. The ruies proposed for re-
adoption and proposed amendments ensure that no individual groups of students will be left behind.

Economic Impact

Readoption of the rules with amendments can be expected 1o have a substantive economic impact in that it reduces
the risk of New Jersey tosing Title | and IDEA funding as a result of non-compliance with Federal guideiines. The loss
or reduction of Title | and 1DEA funding would have the greatest impact on those school districts with the greatest por-
tion of disadvantaged students.

While the rules proposed for readoption and proposed amendments will undoubtedly have an impact on the content
of instructional programs for some students, there is no reason to anticipate that such curricular modifications would
invoive increased expenditures for school districts.

All publicly funded education programs in New Jersey are now focused on aligning curriculum and instruction to
assist students in achieving the standards. There is also recognition that professional development of teachers must con-
tinually occur if standards-based reforms are to succeed. This may necessitate a realignment of budget priorities for
some providers in order to accommodate needed changes. State and Federal funds support standards-based reforms and
early childhood programs at the schoo! and schooi district levels,

Federai Standards Statement

The rujes are in compliance with Federal education requirements included in the 2002 rezuthorization of ESEA
(P.L. 107-110) and in IDEA (20 U'S.C. § J4]2} As proposed, the rules proposed for readoption and proposed amend-
ments wili not exceed the Federal requirements of ESEA and IDEA, There are no other Federal requirements that im-
pact these rules proposed for readoption and proposed amendments.

Jobs Impact

It is not anticipated that jobs will be either created or lost as a result of the rules proposed for reacdoption and pro-
posed amendments.

Agriculture Industry Impact

There is no anticipated impact on the agriculture industry as a result of the rules proposed for readoption and pro-
posed amendments,

Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

The rules proposed for readoption with amendments apply to all providers of publicly funded elementary, second-
ary, and adult high school education programs, including approved private schools for the disabied. "Approved private
schools for the disabled" means incorporated entities approved by the Department of Education according to N.JA.C.
64:14-7.2 or 7.3 to provide special education and related services to students with disabilities piaced by the district
board of education responsible for providing their education. Most of these approved private schools could be consid-
ered small businesses as that term is defined by the Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.4. 52:/48-16 et seq. The rules
included in this chapter are largely programmatic, based on achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards, and must
be in place for ali students. To the extent that maintaining transcripts or fulfilling other reporting requirements results in
additional costs to the businesses, such costs may be recovered through tuition charges. The Department believes the
rules are necessary, and it would be disadvantageous to the general public if all providers did not follow them.

Smart Growth Impact

The rules proposed for readoption and proposed amendments will have no impact on the achievement of smart
growth and implementation of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.
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Full text of the rules proposed for readoption may be found in the New Jersey Administrative Code at N.JA.C.
64.8.

Full text of the proposed amendments follows (additions indicated in boldface thus; deletions indicated in brackets
[thus])y:

CHAPTER & STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT
SUBCHAPTER |, GENERAL PROVISIONS

6A:8-1.1 Purpose

(a) The Core Curriculum Content Standards define what all students should know and be able 10 do by the end of
their public school education.

1. The Core Curriculum Content Standards specify expectations in [seven] nine academic content areas: the visual
and performing arts, comprehensive health and physical education, language arts literacy, mathematics, science, social
studies, [and] werld languages, technological Hiteracy, and career education and consumer, family, and life skilis.
[The Core Curriculum Content Standards also include the following five Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Stand-
ards: career planning; use of technology, information, and other tools; critical thinking, decision making, and probiem
solving; self-management; and application of safety principles. These workplace readiness standards reinforce the
common threads among all content areas. |

2. (No change.)
{b}-{d) (No change.)

6A:8-1.2 Scope

{a) {No change.)

(b} Throughout this chapter, uniess otherwise noted. "district boards of education” shall be interpreted t¢ include all
providers of publicly funded elementary, secondary, and adult high school education programs, including county voca-
tional schools. educational services commissions, jointure commissions. charter schools. regional day schools, adult
high schools, county special services school districts. the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Department of
Human Services, the Department of Corrections, the Juvenile Justice Commission, [State facilities, organizations.] pub-
lic college-operated programs, and approved private schools for the disabied.

{cy (No change.)

(d) Progress toward meeting the Core Curriculum Content Standards shall be measured by the Statewide assess-
ment system at [benchmark] grade levels [four,] three through eight],] and | 1-12, or if ungraded at equivalent ages,
and at any other grades deemed appropriate by the Commissicner.

6A:8-1.3 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

"ACTFL" means the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.

"APA" means the Alternate Proficiency Assessment, to be used to determine cumulative student achievement of the
knowledge and skills specified by the Core Curricuium Content Standards, for students with disabilities who are unable
to participate in the elementary component of the Statewide assessment for grades three through seven, the [GEPA]
grade eight component of the Statewide assessment, or the HSPA in accordance with N.JA.C. 64:/4-4.1].

I"Apprentice” means an employee of Jegal working age who meets the qualifications estabiished by the apprentice
sponsor and who is employed under a written agreement which provides that related training and on-the-job experience
received are in accordance with approved standards of apprenticeship established by the U.S. Department of Labor and
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“the Equal Employment Opportunity in Apprenticeship and Training Act (29 CFR §§ 29.29 and 29.30), and in conform-
ance with the Core Curriculum Content Standards.]

"Career awareness [and], exploration, and preparation" means instruction and programs which assist students to
clarify career goals, explore career possibilities, develop employability skills, develop foundational knowledge neces-
sary for success in the workplace, and make the transition from school to {work and/or] careers, including postsec-
ondary education or training and employment.

"Chief school administrator” means the superintendent of schools or, if there is no superintendent in the school dis-
trict, the administrative principal who works directly with the district's board of education.

"Core Curriculum Content Standards” means statements adopted by the State Board of Education May 1, 1996, and
zs thereafter revised by the State Board, which describe the knowledge and skills all New Jersey students are expected
to acquire by benchmark grades. These standards{, published by the Department as document PTM 1400.06.] are estab-
lished for the provision of a thorough and efficient education pursuant to N./.S A. /84:7F-4 and as a basis for the evalu-
ation of school districts in accordance with N.LA.C. 6A:30-1.4,

["Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards" means statements adopted as an integral part of the Core Curric-
ulum Content Standards, in accordance with N.JLA.C. 6:8-2.1(a)3 and 4, by the State Board of Education, and published
by the Department in document PTM 1400.06, which are infused across all academic content areas and address the
knowledge and skills needed to prepare ali students to maximize their ability to be self-sufficient and contributing
members of society.]

*Carriculum frameworks" means documents published by the Department of Education, either in hard copy or in
electronic format, that include and elaborate on the Core Curriculum Content Standards for kindergarten through grade
12 education and that may assist in the development of local curricula.

"District boards of education” means, for purpeses of this chapter, all providers of publicly funded elementary,
secondary, and adult high school education programs, including county vocational schools, educational services come
missions, jointure commissions, charter schools, regional day schools, adult high schools, county special services school
districts, the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Correc-
tions. the Juvenile Justice Commission, [State facilities, organizations} public college-operated programs, and ap-

proved private schools for the disabied.

"ECPA" means Early Childhood Program Aid, which, pursuant to N.J.S.A. /84:7F-16, is distributed to all
school districts with high concentrations of low-income students for the purpose of providing full-day kindergar-
ten and preschool classes and other early childhood programs and services.

"English Language Proficiency Standards” means the most recent alignment of New Jersey's ESL standards
to the "ESL Standards for Pre-K through 12 Students" pursuant to N.J.A.C 64:15-1.4(c}1.

"ESL'" means English as a second language.

["ESPA" means the Elementary School Proficiency Assessment, which is used to determine cumuiative achieve-
ment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards through fourth grade.]

"304 student” means a [person, defined under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 US.C. $ 794, and
34 CFR § 104.3(a), (c) and (d),] student who has a physical or menta} impairment which substantially Hmits {one or
more] a major life [activities,] function; has [a record of such an impairment, or is regarded as having such an impair-
ment] been determined eligible for services, including accommodations and modifications by the school district's
504 team; and has a 504 plan,
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["GEPA" means the Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment, which is used to determine cumulative achievement of
the Core Curricutum Content Standards through eighth grade. ]

"Gifted and talented students” means those [exceptionally able] students who possess or demonstrate high levels of
ability, in one or more content areas, when compared 1o their chronological peers in the local school district and who
equire modifications of their educational program if they are to achieve in sccordance with their capabilities,

["HSPT" means the High Schoo! Proficiency Test, which is used to determine student achievement of knowledge
and skills in reading, writing, and mathematics. This test is to be replaced by the HSPA ]

“"IEP Team™ means the [participants] group of individuals who are [required to atiend the meeting to develop] re-
sponsible for the development, review, and revision of the student's individualized Education Program as specified
n NJLAC 64:74-2 37102,

"LLS" means the Language Learning Solutions online proficiency-based assessment for world languages.
"Magnet program" means a distinctive program designed to [attract]:

1. Attract students [from throughout a district] by offering a specialized curriculum based on a special theme or
method of instruction; and

2. Substantially strengthen the knowledge of academic subjects and the attainment of tangible and marketa-
ble vocational, technological, and professional skills of students atfending the program.

"MOPI" means the ACTFL Maodified Oral Proficiency Interview, which is a standardized assessment of
functional speaking ability often used to test the lower proficiency ranges.

|"National Skill Standards Board" means the group established by the National Skill Standards Act of 1994, 20
US.C 86 3937 et seq.. for the purpose of developing a national system of skill standards, assessment, and certification
of skill atiainment.}

“OPI" means the ACTFL Oral Proficiency !nterview, which is a standardized assessment of functional

speaking ability currently available in 37 different world languages.

“Performance assessment” means observing and evaluating demonstrations of what students know and can do, in-
cluding such things as fopen-ended or constructed response questions, ] essays, portfolios of student work, performance
tasks, projects, [and reports of] laboratory [or work-based] reports, and structured learning experiences.

“Structured learning experience” means experiential, supervised [student co-curricular or extra-curricular] educa-
tienal activities{, school-based enterprises, volunteer or paid employment, apprenticeship programs, or community ser-
vice within disciplines] linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and designed to provide students with ex-
posure to the requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groups, and to assist them in gaining
employment skills and making career and educational decisions. A structured jearning experience may be either
paid or unpaid, depending on the type of activities in which the student is involved.

"Vocational-technical education program' means a sequence of academic and vocational courses designed
to provide students with the industry-based skills and knowledge needed to gain em ployment in a particular oc-
cupation or career area or to pursue further education at the post-secondary level.

SUBCHAPTER 2. THE CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS

$A:8-2.1 Authority for educational goals and standards
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(&) The State Board of Education is responsible for establishing State educational goals and standards according to
P.L. 1990, ¢ 52, P.L. 1991, ¢.3 and P.L. 1991, c.62.

1. In [May 19967 July 2002, the State Board adopted by resolution [the] revised Core Curriculum Content Stand-
ards and associated cumulative progress indicators in language arts literacy, matbematics, and science, which estab-
lish the basis for local curriculum and instruction. the Statewide assessment system, and evahuation of local district
boards of education,

[2. In June 2000, the State Board adopted by resofution the Core Curriculum Content Standards for Students with
Severe Disabitities, based on the Core Curriculum Content Standards and including adapted cumulative progress indi-
cators focusing on the educational needs of students with severe disabilities.]

2. In April 2004, the State Board adopted revised Core Curricutum Content Standards and associated cu-
mulative progress indicators in language arts literacy, visual and performing arts, comprehensive health and
physical education, world languages, technological literacy, and career education and consumer, family, and life
skills.

3, {On April 17, 2000] In July 2004, the [Commissioner] State Board adopted the {Early Chiidhood Education
Program Expectations; Standards of Quality, that provides the foundation for all districts 1o create developmentally ap-
propriate ieaming environments to support and prepare young children to meet the Core Curricuturn Content Standards]
Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quality, to serve as standards of quality for
State-funded public school preschool programs in New Jersey.

4. In October 2004, the State Board adopted revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated
cumulative progress indicators in social studies.

[4.15. The State Board on or before May [2001] 2008 will initiate a review and readoption process for the Core
Curriculum Content Standards{, including any Core Curricutum Content Standards for Students with Severe Disabili-
ties] and the [Early Childhood Education Program] Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of
Quality. This process will be repeated every five years thereafter, based on recommendations py the Commissioner ac-
cording to the following procedure:

i.-v. (No change.)

6A:8-2.2 Authority for the State Plan for Vocational Education
(a) (No change.)
[{b) The State Board will adopt a State Plan for Vocational Education pursuant to P.L. 105-332 ]

11.](b) The State Board will be guided by the Core Curriculum Content Srandards and, [in particular, the
Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards] particularly, the career education and consumer, family, and life
skills standards and the technological literacy standards, in developing the State Plan for Vocational Education re-
quired under P.L. 105332

12. District boards of education wishing to participate in grant programs, pursuant to (b)4 befow and P.L. 105-332,
shalt apply for funds to the New Jersey Department of Education on forms provided by the Depaniment.

5. The State Board, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, will include in the State Plan for Vocational Education au-
thorization for the Commissioner to withhold from district boards of education State and Federa} funds for activities in
any component programs included in N.J.S.A. 18A:54 when the following conditions exist:

i, The program is unapproved;
ii. The activities are being implemented in 2 manner inconsistent with the State Plan for Vocational Education;

iii. Students participating in external paid structured learning experiences are exploited, illegally employed, or em-
ployed under conditions which do not provide for their health and safety; or

iv. Teachers are not appropriately certified according to NJA.C. 6:71.
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4. The State Board of Education assures that any district board of education and other eligibie institution or agency
conducting vocational and technical education programs dissatisfied with final action on any applications for funds shall
be given reasonable notice and may appeal the decision as set forth in N.J.4.(. 64.3, Controversies and Disputes.

S. The State Board will inciude in the State Plan for Vocational Education, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, au-
thorization for the Commissioner to establish a program-approval system for aligning occupational programs with edu-
cational delivery systems from grade nine through grade 12 at the local, county, regional, and State levels. Program ap-
proval is required for occupational/technical programs offered by districts with approved vocational schools, compre-
hensive high schools, county vocational schools, and other agencies offering secondary or non-collegiate postsecondary
programs. The program-approval system shall include the following:

i. District boards of education shall identify the need for occupational programs of instruction through identification
of the National Skill Standards Board's Jatest labor-market demand data. the results of employer surveys, and the use of
an advisory committee to pian for and operate the program.

ii. District boards of education seeking to establish any new occupational programs shall request recommendations
from the appropriate Workforce Investment Board (WIB) to minimize duplication of programs and to foster a unified
delivery sysiem.

iii. District boards of education, upon verification of the local need to offer an occupational program and recom-
mendation of the WIB, shall submit a completed Occupational Education Program Approval Request to the Department
of Education. The Program Approval Request will inciude the following: program title; occupational objective of the
program: documentation of the need for the program: program advisory commitiee; admission requirements: program
structure; instructional staff plans; enroliment projections; curriculum outline; participation in vocational student organ-
izations: facilities and equipment required: program costs: career guidance and counseling provisions; linkage programs
involved: participation of special populations; evaluation; and impact on institutional capacity.

iv. The Commissioner shall approve or disapprove the district request to offer an occupational program. Approval
or disapproval will be based on the completeness of the application and the inclusion of data which support the estab-
lishment of the program.

v. The Commissioner, in approving programs with a regional or State designation, shall establish the criteria for
admitting students from outside the district and/or county. The admission requirements will include at least minimum
academic and occupational competencies, based on the Core Curriculum Content Standards, Cross-Content Workplace

Readiness Standards, and an employer-verified competency list,

vi. District boards of education dissatisfied with the decision on the request for an occupational program approval
may appeal the decision as set forth in N.JA.C 643, Controversies and Disputes.
6A:8-2.3 Authority for the registration and related classroom instruction of apprenticeship programs

The Department of Education is the recognized State agency responsibie for the administration of the related class-
room instruction of registered apprentice programs as required by 29 CFR §§ 29.29 and 29.30.]
6A:8-{2.4]2.3 Authority for requirement to establish early childhood education programs

(a) Pursuant to NS A. 184-7F-16, district boards of education, except Abbott districts pursuant to N.JJA.C.
6A:24-3.1 through [3.3]3.4, with high concentrations of low-income students shall establish and maintain preschool
and full-day kindergarten for all four- and five-vear-olds [by the 2001-2002 school year and shall maintain them there-

after].
1.-2. (No change.)

(b) District boards of education shall not admit non-resident three- or four-year-old children to ECPA
funded preschool programs within any non-Abbott ECPA district.

SUBCHAPTER 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS

6A:8-3.1 Curriculum and instruction



Page 21
37 NJ R, 833(a)

(a) District boards of education shall ensure that curriculum and instruction are designed and delivered in such a
way that all students are able 1o demonstrate the knowledge and skills specified by the Core Currviculum Content Stand-
ards and shall ensure that appropriate instructional adaptations are designed and delivered for students with disabilities,
for students with limited English proficiency, and for students who are gifred and talented.

1. The Department of Education shall provide [districts] distriet beards of education with curriculum frameworks
that suggest a variety of activities and strategies that may assist in the development of local curricula aligned with the
Core Curriculum Content Standards,

2.-4. {No change.)

5 District boards of education shall be responsible for identifving gified and talemed students and shall provide
them with appropriate instructional adaptations and services.

i. District boards of education shall make provisions for an ongoing K-12 identification process [and appropriate
educational challenges] for gifted and 1alented students [initiated in kindergarien and reviewed annually through grade
12] that includes multiple measures.

ii. District boards of education shall provide appropriate K-12 educational services for gifted and talented
students.

[i1,Jiit. (No change in text.)

iv. District boards of education shall take into consideration the Pre-K-Grade 12 Gifted Program Standards
of the National Assaciation for Gifted Children in developing programs for gifted and talented students.

6. District boards of education shall actively assist and support [teachers'] professional development [and/or in-
service] for teachers, educational services staff, and school leaders. including their efforts to meet the mandatory
[continuing education requirement for teachers, and educational services staff.] professional development require-
ments as specified in NJAC. [6:11-13.1] 6A:9-15.1 and 16.1.

7. District boards of education shall be responsible for developing English language assistance programs for
limited English proficient students that are aligned to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and the English
Language Proficiency Standards.

(b} District boards of education shal! be responsible for the delivery of educational programs at the elementary and
secondary levels using a coherent sequence of activities to prepare ali students for employment or pestsecondary study
upon their graduation. Examples of such programs include, but are not limited to, academic programs, [occupation-

al/technical] vocational-technical education programs, and/or magnet programs.
{c3-{d} (No change.}

6A:8-3.2 Career {[awareness| education and [exploration] counseling

(a) District boards of education, in fulfiliment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and imple-
ment a comprehensive guidance and academic counseling {system] program for all students to facilitate career
awareness [and], exploration [for al! students], and preparation.

[1. The Department of Education shall provide districts with a cross-content workplace readiness curricuium
framework that suggests a variety of activities and strategies that may assist in the development of local curricula
aligned with the Core Curriculum Content Standards. }

[2.]1. District boards of education shali implement a developmental, comprehensive career guidance and [career
awareness] academic counseling program, linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards, which:

i.-ii, (No change.)

i3, Takes into consideration the National Career Development Guidelines and the Career Development Stand-
ards of the National Standards for School Counseling Programs of the American Schoo! Counselor Association in the
following three areas of student development:

{1)-(3) (No change.)
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{3)2. District boards of education shall provide developmental career guidance and [career awareness] academic
counseling, linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards, designed to;

i, Assist students in making and implementing informed educational and {occupational] career choices, including
opportunities to change career focus;

ii. [Develop a student's competencies in self-management, educational and occupational exploration, and career
planning] Support students' academic attainment, career development, and personal/social development;

iii. [Make students aware of the relationship among personal qualities, education, training, and the world of work]
Develop students' understanding of the relationships ameng academic attainment, career development, and per-
sonal/social development; and

iv. Encourage students to create and maintain portfolios consisting of student accomplishments [refated to the
Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards; and] including academic and career-oriented work samples that
reflect achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards,

[v. Acquaint students with the relationship between achieving academic standards and the attainment of career
goals.}

[4.13. District boards of education shall ensure that, for students with disabilities beginning at age 14 [through 21
(1, or vounger],] if determined appropriate by the IEP team([}]. |incorporate transitional services, including] career guid-
ance and academic counseling[, inte each student's IEP] are coordinated with transition services provided in ac-
cordance with NJAC 64:14-3.7.

{b) District boards of education, in fulfillment of the Core Curriculum Centent Standards, shall develop and imple-
ment curriculum and instructional methods which:

1. Include the integration of technological literacy, consistent with the Core Curriculum Content Standards;
Recodify existing 1.-2. as 2.-3. (No change in text.)

(¢) District boards of education, in fulfiliment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and imple-
ment for all students a system of career [exploration} development activities which:

1. Offers [high school] all students the opportunity to more fully explore career interests withinf, but not limited
to,] one or more of the [following clustered disciplines] Career Clusters identified in the Vocational-Technical Ed-
ucation Programs and Standards rules at N.J.4.C. 64:19, that are linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards
and [as] measured by the Statewide assessment system according 1o N.JA.C. 6A:8-4[:1;

[i. Arts and Humanities;

il. Business and Information Systems;

iii. Mathematics, Science, and Technotogy: and
iv. Health and Human Services:}

2. Allows [districts} district boards of education to sclect the appropriate format for offering [career-exploration)
career-development activities based on district resources, community needs, and student interest;

3. Allows [districts] district boards of education to select the delivery format that may inchude:
i.-if. (No change.)
4. {No change.)

{d) District boards of education shall offer all high schoo! students opportunities to more actively [experience] ex-
plore career {exploration] interests by participating in structured learning experiences linked to the Core Curricutum

Content Standards.

1, District boards of education shall design structured learning experiences as rigorous activities],] that are inte-
grated into the curriculum{, and linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards], As used in this paragraph, "rigorous
activities” means that the student activities have identifiable educational goals {that are of a high level, are an important
nart of the curriculum, and incorporate links to the cross-content workplace readiness and academic standards] which
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support the Core Curriculum Content Standards, and in particular the career education and consumer, family
and Iife skills standards and the technological literacy standards. [Thevj Structured learning experiences should
give students [an opportunity] oppertunities to {both] demonstrate and apply a high level of academic attainment and
to develop career and personal/social goals.

2. Interested students may voluntarily select structured learning experiences that are:

i. (No change.)

ii, External experiences [such as volunteer activities, community service, paid or unpaid employment opportunities,
or participation in an apprenticeship program] taking place at a work site or in the community in accordance with
NJ.AC 6A4:19-6.4,

3. District boards of education shall ensure that students participating in school-sponsored, paid or unpaid external
structured leaming experiences:

I, Are supervised by school personnel in accordance with the requirements {for cooperative education (V.J A.C.
6-43)] identified in the Professional Licensure and Standards rules at NJ.4.C. 64:9-13. ]9 through 13.22;

4. (No change.)

6A:8-3.3 Enroliment in college courses

(a) District boards of education, pursuant to NJ S A, J84:6/C-1, shall make reasonable efforts to [develop articula-
tion agreements with New Jerseyv colleges and universities to facilitate the delivery of college credit courses to qualified
high school students] increase the availability of college-level instruction for high school students through courses
offered by institutions of higher education at their campuses and in high schools. These credits shall be accepted at
all public New Jersey higher education institutions pursuant to NS A 184:61C-8.

[ 1. The Commissioner and the Executive Director of the Commission on Higher Education shall prepare and circu-
fate a model articulation agreement.

2. All public New Jersey higher education institutions shall accept the credits earned for college courses taken un-

rier- v-tlr-Llahcn agr@enﬁﬁpls t\es’\}nne n dlstv ot !ngards n{‘ odhcath‘l anﬂi 1\]9\1‘ ercp) C{)”enes and unnievclhpc J

(b) (No change.)
{c) District boards of education and partner colieges shall ensure that college courses offered to high school st-
dents are:

1. [The same} Equivaleat college courses to those offered to regularly admitted college studenis; and
2. {No change.}

(dy (No change.)

6A:8-3.4 Requirements for early childhood education programs

{aj A districi board of education, except Abbott districts pursuant to NJA.C. 6A:24-3 4, required under N.J. 4. C.
6A:8-2.4 to establish early childhood education programs shall submit a program and fiscal operational plan for Early
Childhood Program Aid (ECPA), on a form provided by the Commissioner, to the county superintendent for review
and approval, and shall be subject to monitoring. The program and fiscal operational plan shali be revised annually,
prior to each fiscal year to refiect changes in program and fiscal components,

I. The fiscal section of the plan is pursuant to NJA.C. {6:19-3.2(z) through (e)1] 6A:23-5.4.

2. The district board of education shall serve af least 75 percent of the universe of four-year-old children
prior to any application of ECPA funds to first through third grades.

3. The district board of education shall serve all enrolled four-year-old children in a full day program prior
to any application of ECPA funding to first through third grades, ‘
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(b} The county superintendent shall review each line item in the school district's program and fiscal operational
plan to determine whether it is appropriate.

fc} A district board of education shall include in the program section of the plan the following components:
1. District-wide planning;

2.-3. (No change.)

4, Curriculum development and implementation; [and]

%, Inclusion of children with disabilities in general education classrooms to the maximum extent possible;
and

[5.16. (No change in text.)

(d) (No change.)

(e) A district board of education shall ensure that the early childhood education program:

1. Maintains preschool classroom enroliments of no more than 18 children with one certified teacher and one
aide, commencing July 1, 2008;

[1.312. (No change in text.}
[2.]3. Is [based on] designed to meet the [Early Childhood Education Program] Preschool Teaching and Learn-

ing Expectations: Standards of Quality and the Core Curricutum Centent Standards;

4. Includes transition activities, programs, and services between preschool programs and kindergarten pro-
grams;

Recodify existing 3 -4. as 5.-6. (No change in text.)

() A district board of education shali base early childhood education programs and curricula on student needs,
strengths and interests that focus on all aspects of development: cognitive, social, emotional and physical. Curriculum
and assessment strategies and/or resources shall be developmentally appropriate and inciude performance-based as-
sessment measures. [ The curricutum shall be based on the Early Childhood Education Program Expectations: Standards

P Pt

of Quality, which is aligned with the Core Curricuium Content Standards. ]
Y =S i
(g) {(No change.)

(h) A district board of education shali provide |appropriate] professional development and training [lo prepare in-
structars for the] specific to early childhood education [program] for all early childhood education administrators,
teachers, and teacher assistants.

(i} A district board of education may contract with Department of Human Services (DHS}-licensed child care pro-
grams where practical so as not to duplicate the provision of early childhood education programs avaiiable in the com-
munity, provided that the DHS-licensed child care program(s) with which the district board of education contracts com-
plies with the district's program requirements, including the employment of appropriately licensed teaching staff], pur-
suantto NLAC. 6:11-3010

(3)-(k) (No change.}
S1JBCHAPTER 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

6A:8-4.1 Statewide assessment system

(a) The Commissioner, in accordance with N./.S.4. 184:74-10, may implement assessment of student achievement
in the State's public schools, in any grades and by such assessments as he or she deems appropriate, and shall report to
the State Board the results of such assessments in accordance with the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (P.L.
2001, c.404) NJ.S.A. 47:14-1 et seq.

(b) (No change.)
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{¢) District beards of education shall, according to a schedule prescribed by the Commissioner, administer the ap-

plicable Statewide assessments, including the five major components: the elementary assessment component for grades
three through seven, the [Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)] grade eight assessment component, the High
Schoo! Proficiency Assessment (HSPA), the Special Review Assessment {SRA), and the Alternate Proficiency Assess-
ment (APA).

1. The Department shall implement the elementary component of the Statewide assessment of the Core Curriculum
Content Standards according to the following schedule:

i

2002-2003 Administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades three and four;
2003-2004 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts Iiteracy in grades three and four: and]

[iti. 1 2004-2005 Continued {Administration] administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades
threef.] and four[, five, six, and seven,] and administration of science in grade four].];

ii. 2005-2006 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades three and four
and science in grade four;

iii. 2006-2607 Administration of mathematics and fanguage arts literacy in grades three, four, five, six, and
seven, and continued administration of science in grade four; and

iv. 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 Continued administration of mathematics and language arts literacy in grades
three, four, five, six, and seven, and science in grade four,

2. The Department shall implement the [GEPA] grade eight component of the Statewide assessment of the Core
Curricutum Content Standards according to the folowing schedule:

1. {No change.)

3. The Depariment shall implement the HSPA component of the Statewide assessment of the Core Curriculum
Content Standards according to the following schedule:

[iif. 2004-20051 §i. 2005-2006 Administration of science and continded administration of mathematics and language
arts literacy in grade 11[.];

iil, 2006-2007 Continued administration of mathematics, science, and language arts literacy in grade I1; and

iv, 2007-2008 and 2008-2609 Continued administration of mathematics, science, and language arts literacy in
grade 11.

{d) All students at grade levels three through eight and [11 through 127 11-12, pursuant to (b) and (c) above. and at
any other grades designated by the Commissioner pursuant to (a) above, shall take all appropriate Statewide assess-
ments as scheduled.

i, District boards of education shall provide appropriate accommodations or maodifications to the Statewide as-
sessment systent as specified by the Department for limited English proficient {(LEP) students and students with disabil-

ities as defined in N.JA.C 64.:74-1.3 or eligible under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation: Act as determined by the Indi-
vidualized Education Program (IEP) team or the 504 team.

f1, District boards of education may administer the SRA to LEP students who reguire an alternate format to demon-
strate knowledge and skilis measured by the HSPA ]

§ti.3 District boards of education may administer the SRA to LEP students in their native language and/or English,
in conformance with N.J4.C. 64:8-5.117).

ii. District beards of education shall have the option of substituting for a first-year LEP student a Depart-
ment-approved language proficiency test for the language arts literacy section only of the elementary component

of the Statewide assessment or the grade eight component of the Statewide assessment, when such student has
entered the U.S. after July I of the calendar year prior to the test administration:
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. (No change.)

3. District boards of education shall, at specific times prescribed by the Commissioner {starting with the 2001-2002
academic year], administer the Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA) to students with severe disabilities who cannot
participate in other assessments due to the severity of their disabilities.

i, (No change,}

ii. The APA [will measure] measures the progress of students [with severe disabilities toward achieving the Core
Curriculum Content Standards] who have been determined eligible for the APA by the JEP team in accordance
with NoJA.C 64:14-4.11.

4. (No change.}
(e) (No change.)

6A:8-4.2 Documentation of student achievement

(a} The Department of Education, after each test administration, shal! provide to chief school administrators the
following:

1.-2. {No change.}

3. [District] School and school district summary data, including school and schood district means, numbers tested,
and percent achieving at each performance level, with school district summary data apgregated and disaggregated, and
school summary data disaggregated, for students with disabilities as defined by N.J.4.C. 64:/4-1.3 and for those who
have limited English proficiency.

{b)}-(c) (No change.}

(d) |Starting with students entering ninth grade in the 2000-2001 academic year or planning fo graduaie from an
adult high school in the 2003-2004 academic year, district] District boards of education shall maintain, for every stu-
dent, a ninth-grade through graduation transcript which contains the following, [in accordance with N.JJA.C. 6:3-6,] as
available:

1.-2. {No change.)

[3. Other evidence of student achievement;]

[4.]3. (No change in text.)

[5.]4. Evidence of [employability skills and work habits such as punctuality, attendance, and teamwork] techno-
togical literacy;

I6, Structured learning experiences according to N/ A.C. 64:8-3.2/¢c}]

5. Evidence of career education instructional experiences and career development activilies;

{7.]6. The results of any {emplover/] industry certification tests linked to one or more industry-based standards for
those students who participate in vocational-technical education programs; and

i8.17. (No change mn text.)
[{e) The Commisstoner, in consultation with the State Employment and Training Commission, shall develop and

disseminate to district boards of education a format for electronic official school transcripts for optional use by stu-
dents.]

5A:8-4.4 Annual review and evaluation of school districts

(a) The Department of Education shali review the performance of schoels and school districts, using a percent of
students performing at the proficient level as one measure of adequate yearly progress and incorporating a progress cri-
terion indicative of systemic reform as defined in (a)liv, 2iv, and 3iv below. [Beginning July 1, 2003, the] The review
shall include the performance of all students, including {general education students,] students with disabilities as defined
by N.JA.C 64:14-1.3, students from major racial and ethnic groups, economically disadvantaged students, and
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' students who have limited English proficiency. This review shall take place at each grade level in which Statewide as-
sessments are administered, using the following criteria:

1. [Beginning July 1, 2003, a] A specified increasing percent of the total number of students tested and of each sta-
tistically viable subgroup of all third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade students tested in a school or school district, except those
students who have enrolled after July 1 of the calendar year prior to the test administration, shall have scored at the pro-
ficient level, or higher, on the elementary component of the Statewide assessment and/or the APA, in cach of the con-
tent areas assessed.

i. The specified increasing percent for the grade three assessment, the grade four assessment, the grade five assess-
ment, and/or the corresponding APA shall be determined accerding to the following schedule:

(1) For the grade four assessment administered during the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 academic years, language arts
literacy 68 percent and mathematics 53 percent.

[(2) For the grade three assessment and the grade four assessment administered during the 2003-2004 academic
year, language ars literacy 68 percent and mathematics 33 percent |

[{3)](2) For the grade three assessment and the grade four assessment administered during the 2004-2003,
2005-2006, and 2006-2007 academic years, language arts literacy 75 percent and mathematics 62 percent.

[(4) For the grade three assessment, the grade four assessment, and the grade five assessment administered during
the 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 academic vears, language arts literacy 75 percent and mathematics 62 percent. ]

Recodify existing (5)-(6) as {3)-(4) (No change in text.)

ii. Statistically viable subgroups [inciude 20 or more economically disadvantaged students, students from major ra-
cial and ethnic groups, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency] are described in the
State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook, on the Department's website, at
http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nctb/workbook. pdf.

iti. {No change.}

iv. For statistically viable subgroups of third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade students, [but not} and for the total student
population, as an alternative to meeting the absolute criteria in (a)1i above, adequate vearty progress may be demon-
sirated by meeting the following safe harbor criteria:

{1)~(2) (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a
school or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced profi-
cient level in the school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of ail students in the grades assessed in Janguage arts
literacy and in mathematics. Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be
included as partially proficient unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of
Education.

2. [Beginning July 1, 2003, a] A specified increasing percent of the toral number of students tested and of each sta-
tistically viable subgroup of all sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade students tested in a school or school district, except
those students who have enrolied after July | of the calendar year prior to the test administration, shall have scored at
the proficient level, or higher, on the elementary component of the Statewide assessment or the {GEPA] grade eight
component of the Statewide assessment and/or the APA, in each of the content areas assessed.

i. The specified increasing percent for the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, the [GEPA] grade
eight assessment, and/or the corresponding APA shall be determined according to the following schedule:

(1) For the [GEPA] grade cight assessment administered during the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 academic years,
language arts literacy 58 percent and mathematics 39 percent.

" {2) For the [GEPA] grade eight assessment administered during the 2004-2005, 2005-2006, and 2006-2007 aca-
demic years, language arts literacy 66 percent and mathematics 4% percent.

[(3) For the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, and the GEPA administered during the 2005-2006
and 2006-2007 academic years, language arts literacy 66 percent and mathematics 49 percent ]
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[(4)](3) For the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, and the [GEPA] grade eight assessment admin-
istered during the 2007-2008, 2008-2009, and 2009-2010 academic years, language arts literacy 76 percent and mathe-
matics 62 percent,

[(5}(4) For the grade six assessment, the grade seven assessment, and the {GEPA] grade eight assessment admin-
istered during the 2010-2011, [2009.20101 2611-2012, and 2012-2013 academic years, language ars literacy 87 percent
and mathematics 79 percent,

ii. Statistically viable subgroups [include 20 or more economically disadvantaged students, students from major ra-
cial and ethnic groups, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency] are described in the
State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Accountability Werkboolk, en the Department's website, at
hitp://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nelb/workbook. pdf.

i, (No change.)

iv. For statistically viable subgroups of sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade students, [but not} and for the total stu-
dent population, as an alternative to meeting the absolute criteria in (a)2i above, adequate yearly progress may be
demonstrated by meeting the following safe harbor eriteria:

(1)-(2y (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a
school or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced profi-
cient jevel in the school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of 2!l students in the grades assessed in language arts
literacy and in mathematics. Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be
included as partially proficient unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of
Education.

3. [Beginning July 1. 2003, a] A specified increasing percent of the total number of students tested and of each sta-
tistically viabie subzroup of | 1th grade students tested in a schoeol or school district as of July 1 of their 11th grade year
shall have scored at the proficient level, or higher, in all content areas assessed on the spring administration of the
HSPA in their | 1th grade vear and/or the APA [and/or the SRAJ

i. The specified increasing percent for the HSPA[,] and/or the corresponding APA[, and/or the SRA] shali be de-
termined according to the following schedule:

(1)-(4) (No change.)

ii. Statistically viable subgroups {include 20 or more economically disadvantaged students, students from major ra-
cial and ethnic groups, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency] are described in the
State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook, on the Department's website, at
http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nclb/workbook.pdf.

iii. (No change.)
iv. For statistically viable subgroups of 11th grade students, {but not] and for the total student population, as an al-

ternative to meeting the absolute criteria in (a}3i zbove, adequate yearly progress may be demonstrated by meeting the
following safe harbor criteria:

{13(2) (No change.)

v. Proficient and advanced proficient scores from the APA will be included as such in the calculation for a
school or school district provided the number of those students who score at the proficient or advanced profi-
cient level in the school district does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed in language arts
literacy and in mathematics. Proficient or advanced proficient APA scores above the 1.0 percent cap shall be
included as partially proficient unless the school district has been granted an exception by the Department of
Edueation,

[4. Beginning July 1, 2002, district boards of education shall ensure that students with disabilities and students with
limited English proficiency participate in the applicable Statewide assessments, ]

4. District boards of education with a statistically viable LEP subgroup may choose to count, as LEP, former
LEP students for up to two years after they have demonstrated English proficiency and exited the LEP program.
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" District boards of education that choose to count former LEP students as LEP must count all former LEP stu-
dents who have exited within the past two years.

i. Statistically viable subgroups are described in the State of New Jersey Consolidated State Application Ac-
countability Workbook, on the Department's website, at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/nclb/workbook.pdf.

(b) The Department of Education, in accordance with N.JS.A. /84:7A4-10, shall annually review individual school
performance on applicable Statewide assessments relative to achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards accord-
ing to the criteria specified in (a}! through 3 above.

1. Diistrict boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.J.A.C. 64:30, other than county special
services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shali ensure that each school
which does not achieve State standards as determined by performance on applicable Statewide assessments develops
and implements a school-level improvement plan including measurable objectives to address deficiencies identified by
the assessments and to comply with any correspondent Federal sanctions.

2. District boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.JLA.C 64:30, other than county special
services school distriets, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shall ensure that each school
which achieves State standards creates measurable school-level objectives that address imprevement in any area con-
tained within the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

3. District boards of education subject to evaluation according to N.JLA.C. 64.:30, other than county special
services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, shall submit all school-level
improvement plans and objectives annually to the county superiniendents as part of the quality assurance annual report
{QAAR) in accordance with N.JLA.C. 6A:30-1 4(a}1.

4. (No change.)

{cy The Department of Education, in accordance with N.JA.C 64:30-2.1, shall evaluate a district board of educe-
tion subject to evaluation according to N.J.A.C. 64:30, other than county special services school districts, educa-
tional services commissions, and jointure commissions, every seven years. The evaluation will be based, in part, on a
district board of education’s performance in achieving the proficiency levels of the Core Curriculum Content Standards
as measured af each grade level in which Statewide assessments are administered.

1. A district board of education subjeet to evaluation aceording to N.JL.A.C. 64:30, other than county special
services school districts, educational services commissions, and jointure commissions, may be certified if it meets
the applicable criteria in (2)! through 3 above, developed pursuant to N.J A.C 64:8-4./(a) and (b).

6A:8-4.5 Public reporting

{a} The Department of Education shall report annualiy (o the State Board and the public on the progress of all stu-
dents and student subgroups in meeting the Core Curriculum Content Standards as measured by the Statewide as-
sessment system by publishing and distributing the Department's annual New Jersey School Report Card in accordance
with N.J.S A 184:7E-2 through 5 and the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (P.L. 2001, c.404), N.JS A
47:14-1 et seq.

(b} The Department of Education, afier each test administration, shall report to district boards of education on the
nerformance of all students [with disabilities and LEP students with the same frequency and in the seme detail as it re-
potts on the assessments of ali other students] and on the performance of student subgroups.

{c) [Beginning July 1, 2002, the] The Department of Education shali report performance on the APA with the same
frequency and in the same detail as it reports on other Statewide assessments, including schocl and schoel district
means and the number and percentage of participating students,

(d) (No change.)
SUBCHAPTER 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

6A:8-5.1 Graduation requirements
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(a) Drstrict boards of education shall develop, adopt, and implement requirements for a State-endorsed diploma
which include the following
I. Local high schoot gradua.tion requirements including one or both of the fellowing two eptions:

i. Participation in a local program of study of not fewer than 110 credits in courses designed to meet ali of the Core
Curriculum Content Standards, including, but not limited 1o, the following credits:

{1}-(6) (No change.}

(7} At least five credits in worid languages or student demonstration of proficiency as set forth in ii{(4) below ef-
fective with the 2004-2005 grade nine class;

{8)1-(9) (No change.)

ii. The 110-credit requirement set forth in (a)1i above may be met in whole or in part through program completion
as follows:

(1) District boards of education may determine and establish curricular activities or programs aimed at achieving
the Core Curriculum Content Standards for promotion and graduation purposes,
{A{D) {(No change.)

(E) Individual programs based upon specific instructional objectives aimed at meeting or exceeding the Core Cur-
riculum Content Standards shall be on file in the [local] school district and subject to review by the Commissioner or
his or her designee,

(23-(3) (No change.}

(4} District boards of education shall choose from among the following assessment options to determine if
students have achieved the level of language proficiency designated as Novice-High as defined by the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and recognized as fulfilling the worid languages re-
quirement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards:

{A) The Language Learning Solations (LLS} online assessment;

(B) The ACTFL Oral Proficieacy Interview (OPI) or Modified Oral Proficiency Interview (MOPI); or
(C) Department-approved locally designed competency-based assessments;

2.-4. (No change.)

5. [Starting with those students entering grade nine in the 1999-2000 academic year, the] The requirement that ail
students demonstrate proficiency in all sections of the HSPA or SRA process applicable to the class graduating in the
year they meet all other graduation requirements.

6. Starting with those students graduating from an adult high school in the 2004-20G35 academ:c year, students shall
demonstrate proficiency in all sections of the HSPA or SRA process for any subjects not yet passed on a previously
approved Statewide assessment required for graduation. [All students graduating from an adult high school before Sep-
tember 2004 may meet graduation requirements for the HSPT or SRA process.]

[7. Until superseded by the requirement under {a)3 above, the requirement that students (uniess explicitly exempted
by an [EP) perform at or above the proficient level in all sections of the High School Proficiency Test (HSPT) or SRA
process applicable 1o their class as per the schedule provided by the Department for the implementation of New Jersey's
Core Curriculum Content Standards.]

(b)Y (No change.)

{¢y District boards of education, through the 1EP process and pursuant to N.JA.C. 64:74-4.12, Graduation, may, for
individual students with disabilities as defined in NJ A.C. 64, 74-1.3, specify alternate requirements for a
State-endorsed diploma [which may include the APA].

1.-2. (No change.)
{d}-{e) (No change.}
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(f) District boards of education shall provide students who have not demonstrated proficiency on ene or more sec-
tions of the HSPA following the 11th grade with the opportunity to demonstrate such competence through both repeated
administrations of the HSPA and the SRA process.

}. District boards of education shall submit the results of the SRA process to the appropriate county superintendent
of schoois by March [1] 31 of each vear for approval for graduation in June of the same year.

2.-4. (No change)

[(2) Until superseded by (f) above, district boards of education shall provide students entering grade 12 who have
not demonstrated proficiency in one or more sections of the HSPT with the opportunity to become eligible to graduate
by demonstrating such competence through repeated administrations of the HSPT and, if necessary, through the SRA
process as described in N/ A.C 64:8-4.1(d)5,

b District boards of education shall submit the results of the SRA process to the appropriate county superintendent
of schools by March 1 of each year for approval for graduation: in June of the same vear.

2. County superintendents, as the Commissioner's designees, shall review the results of each student's SRA and
recommend 1o the Commissioner gither approval or disapproval for graduation.

3. All students of limited English proficiency shall satisfy requirements for high school graduation in accordance
with the provisions of ()1 above, except that students of limited English proficiency who enter New Jersey schools in
grade nine or later may demonstrate that they have attained or exceeded the proficient level through passage of the SRA
process in their native language, and/or English and passage of an English fluency assessment approved by the Depart-
ment of Education.

4. Students with disabilities as defined in N A.C 64:/4-1.3 or eligible under Section 504 of the Rehabiiitation Act
may demonstrate that they have attained State minimum jevels of proficiency through the SRA process if specified in
the student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 accommodation plan.]

CHAPTER 19 VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND STANDARDS
SUBCHAPTER 7. LOCAL APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDS

6A:19-7.1 Application procedures

{a) District boards of education and other eligible agencies or institutions conducting vocational-technical educa-
tion programs desiring 10 participate in grant programs shall make application for funds, pursuantto [N.JA.C
6A4-8-2 2¢bi] P.L. 165-332, 10 the New Jersey State Department of Education on forms provided by the Department.

{b) The State Board, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, will inciude in the State Plan for Vocational Educa-
tion authorization for the Commissioner to withhold from district boards of education State and Federat funds
for activities in any component programs included in N.JLS.4. 184:54-1 et seq. when the following conditions
exist:

1. The program is unapproved;

2. The activities are being implemented in 3 manner inconsistent with the State Plan for Vocational Educa-
{ion;

3. Students participating in external paid or unpaid structured learning experiences are exploited, illegally
employed, or employed under conditions which do not provide for their health and safety; or

4. Teachers are not appropriately certified according to N.J.A.C. 6A:9-13,

(c) The State Board of Education assures that any district board of education and other eligible institution or
agency conducting vocational-technical education programs dissatisfied with final action on any applications for
funds shall be given reasonable notice and may appeal the decision as set forth in MJ.A.C. 64:3, Controversies
and Disputes.

SUBCHAPTER 8. VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM AND COURSE APPROVAL
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6A:19-8.1 Program approval process{: adoption by reference]

[(a) The standards contained in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2, The Core Curriculum Centent Standards, are adopted as program
approval standards for vocational-technical education pregrams and courses. ]

{a} The State Board will adept a State Plan for Vocational Education pursuant to P.L. 105-332,

{b) The State Board will include in the State Plan for Vocational Education, in concordance with P.L.
105-332, authorization for the Commissioner to establish a program-approval system for aligning vocation-
al-technical education programs with N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2, The Core Curriculum Content{ Standards, and the educa-
tional delivery systems from grade nine through grade 12 at the local, county, regional, and State levels. Program
approval is required for vocational-technical education programs offered by school districts with approved voca-
tional schools, com prehensive high schoels, county vocational schools, and other agencies offering secondary or
non-collegiate postsecondary programs, The program-approval system shall include the following:

1. Distriet boards of education shall identify the need for vocationai-technical education programs of in-
struction through identification of the latest labor-market demand data, the results of employer surveys, and the
use of an advisory committee to plan for and operate the program;

2. District boards of education seeking (o establish any new vocational-technical education programs shall
request recommendaiions from the appropriate Workforce Investment Board (WiB) to minimize duplication of
programs and to foster a unified delivery system;

3. District boards of education, upon verification of the local need to offer a vocational-technical edacation
program and recommendation of the WIB, shall submit a completed Vocational-Technical Education Program
Approval Reguest to the Department of Education. The Program Approval Request will include the following:
program title; occupational objective of the program; documentation of the need for the program; program ad-
visory committee; admission requirements; program structure; instructional staff plans; enrellment projections;
curricutum outline; participation in vocational student organizations; facilities and equipment required; pro-
gram costs; career guidance and counseling provisions; linkage programs invelved; participation of special pop-
uiations; evaluation; and impact on institutional capacity;

4. The Commissioner shall approve or disapprove the district board of education's request to offer a voca-

tional-technical education program. Approvat or disapproval will be based on the completeness of the applica-
tien and the inclusion of data which support the establishment of the program;

5. The Commissioner, in approving programs with a regional or State designation, shall establish the criteria
for admitting students from outside the school district and/or county. The admission requirements will include at
least minimum academic and occupational competencies, based on the Core Curriculum Content Standards and
an industry-verified competency list; and

6. District boards of education dissatisfied with the decision on the request for a vocational-technical educa-
tion program approval may appeal the decision as set forth in N.JL.A.C. 64:3, Controversies and Disputes.

Recodify existing {(b}-{(c) as (c)-{d) (No change in text.)



