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Well Done!

Ray Zawacki, left, deputy commissioner of veterans af-
fairs at New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs, shakes the hand of Carpenters Mate Third Class 
Edward McGrath before presenting the World War II Navy 
veteran with the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal 
Feb. 19, 2013, as Lt. Col. Jamal Beale, center left, and Sen. 
Joseph Vitale, center right, observe. McGrath, an Edison 
resident, was one of 18 veterans awarded with medals 
at the Woodbridge Center Mall. The medal ceremony 
marked the start of a three-day outreach campaign by 
NJDMAVA. (Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven/NJDMAVA/PA)

https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-Department-of-Military-and-Veterans-Affairs/245085018841687
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-Department-of-Military-and-Veterans-Affairs/245085018841687
https://twitter.com/NJDMAVA
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/


HIGHLIGHTS

Page 2

BORDENTOWN, N.J. -- On Feb. 19, Brig. Gen. Michael L. 
Cunniff, The Adjutant General of New Jersey, and state Sen. Diane 
B. Allen (R-Burlington), a member of the Armed Forces and Veter-
ans Council, hosted a tour of the Joint Military Family Assistance 
Center, along with local elected officials and veterans advocates. 

The Joint Military Family Assistance Center provides a full-
spectrum of services to New Jersey’s 17,000 military reservists and 
their families, from access to healthcare services to personal finance 
advice to employment assistance.

In addition, a host of agencies, including the Department of Mil-
itary and Veterans Affairs, the Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve and the state Department of Labor have a presence in the 
facility, which opened in 2011. 

The facility helps all military reservists and their families with 
issues stemming from deployments as well as any other challeng-
es posed by balancing military service with civilian employment 
and family life.

The services provided will be further enhanced by the opening 
of an office for the state Armed Forces and Veterans Council. Staff 
will be available at this location Wednesday evenings from 4-7 
p.m. The 19-member council serves as an advocacy organization 
for military members.

State Sen. Diane Allen (R-Burlington), right, addresses veterans 
leaders during an open house at the Joint Military Family Assistance 
Center. (Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen)

Prior to her recent show at the Tropicana Resort and Casino 
in Atlantic City, N.J., entertainer Whoopi Goldberg took a minute 
to sign a Statement of Support for the Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve.

Presenting the framed certificate that identifies the Seven Seals 
of the military they serve, New Jersey State Chairman for ESGR, 
retired Marine Col. Alan Smith met backstage with Goldberg as 
she affirmed, through her signature on the Statement of Support, 
that the Guard and Reserve are essential to the strength of our na-
tion and the well-being of our communities.

The East Coast is especially cognizant of the role of our na-
tion’s Citizen Soldiers, as many were activated following the re-
cent devastation of Hurricane Sandy.

ESGR is a Department of Defense, mostly volunteer orga-
nization that seeks to create a culture where all American em-
ployers value and support the military service and sacrifice of 
their employees.

For more information visit:  www.esgr.mil.

WHOOPI GOLDBERG SIGNS SoS

The Department of Defense announced Feb. 13, the creation of 
the Distinguished Warfare Medal to recognize a service member’s 
extraordinary achievements directly impacting combat operations. 

Modern technology enables service members with special 
training and capabilities to more directly and precisely impact mil-
itary operations at times far from the battlefield. The Distinguished 
Warfare Medal will be awarded in the name of the secretary of de-
fense to service members whose extraordinary achievements, re-
gardless of their distance to the traditional combat theater, deserve 
distinct department-wide recognition.  

“I have seen first-hand how modern tools like remotely piloted 
platforms and cyber systems have changed the way wars can be 

fought,” said Secretary of Defense, Leon E. Panetta. “We should 
also have the ability to honor extraordinary actions that make a 
true difference in combat operations, even if those actions are 
physically removed from the fight.” 

Based on the order of precedence, the Distinguished War-
fare Medal will sit directly below the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. It may be awarded for actions in any domain but not 
involving acts of valor. 

The medal, designed by The Institute of Heraldry, will be 
available in the coming months. The signed memo, criteria for 
the medal, along with the design, can be seen here:  http://www.
defense.gov/news/DistinguishedWarfareMedalMemo.pdf

DoD Announces the Distinguished Warfare Medal

http://www.esgr.mil
http://www.defense.gov/news/DistinguishedWarfareMedalMemo.pdf
http://www.defense.gov/news/DistinguishedWarfareMedalMemo.pdf
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General 
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist

Spc. Jacob Sherry, left, 508th Military Police, spends some quality 
time with a local Afghan girl while conducting police advisory ef-
forts with Afghan National Police. The 508th is deployed in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. (Courtesy photo)

New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe cadets visited the Children’s Home in Mount 
Holly for a basketball game Feb. 15, 2013. In a close game, the Children’s 
Home edged the cadets 37-36. The Children’s Home encourages its stu-
dents to play sports as a way to build character and foster the youth to 
become more confident. (Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven/NJDMAVA/PA)

New Jersey DepartmeNt of military &
VeteraNs affairs

Veterans Outreach Campaign

MONMOUTH MALL
March *19, 20 & 21 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, March 19 
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8p.m.

180 Route 35 South, Eatontown, NJ 07724
(Monmouth County)

LIVINGSTON MALL
April *9, 10 & 11 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, April 9
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

112 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston, NJ 07039
(Essex County)
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