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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
   

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District (USACOE) retained John Milner 
Associates, Inc. (JMA) to assist the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
(DMAVA) in their efforts to identify and evaluate historically and architecturally significant New 
Jersey Army National Guard (NJARNG) facilities. The JMA investigation followed an initial 
architectural inventory, prepared by R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc. (CGA) in 1998. 
Following a review of the CGA report, the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office (NJHPO) 
requested additional information in order to allow determinations of National Register (NR) 
eligibility (NJHPO letter to DMAVA, March 20, 2001). Specifically, NJHPO requested that the 
character-defining features of each facility be defined, that the integrity and significance of each 
facility be evaluated within the context of these features, and that the integrity and significance of 
entire complexes, rather than individual buildings, be evaluated, as appropriate.  
 
In order to address these information needs, USACOE directed JMA to prepare a supplementary 
report on 14 selected NJARNG facilities. The report was organized in accordance with current 
NJHPO guidelines for architectural survey. It provided an overview of three historic periods, 
identifying the architectural characteristics, property types, and NR eligibility characteristics 
associated with each period, and descriptions and evaluations of each facility. Regarding the NR 
eligibility of each facility, JMA recommended the following: 
 
New Jersey National Guard Training Center (Sea Girt) eligible (Quarters One only)  
Atlantic City Armory eligible 
Burlington Armory  eligible 
Freehold OMS not eligible 
Jersey City Armory eligible (NJHPO opinion) 
Lawrenceville Armory complex not eligible 
Morristown Armory  eligible  
Newark (Essex Troop) Armory not eligible 
Plainfield Armory  eligible 
Teaneck Armory  eligible 
Vineland Armory eligible (NJHPO opinion) 
Westfield Armory  eligible 
West Orange Armory  eligible 
Woodbury Armory complex  eligible 
 
JMA also prepared a revised NJHPO survey form on each facility. Copies of the supplementary 
report and survey forms are maintained on file at USACOE, DMAVA, and NJHPO.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
   

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 PROJECT PURPOSE AND GOALS 
 
The purpose of the project was to address New Jersey Historic Preservation Office (NJHPO) 
comments, dated March 20, 2001 (Appendix I), regarding a 1998 architectural inventory of New 
Jersey Army National Guard (NJARNG) facilities (CGA 1998) and provide additional 
information, as appropriate. The goals of the project were to prepare a supplementary report and 
revised NJHPO survey forms that would advance the process of identifying and evaluating 
historic properties owned and maintained by the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs (NJDMVA). 
 
1.2  PROJECT ADMINISTRATION AND CONTRACTING AGENCY 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District (USACOE) administered the project on 
behalf of NJDMVA. USACOE retained John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA) to prepare the 
required documentation under the terms of an indefinite delivery contract (Contract No. 
DACW43-00-D-0513, Task Order No. 0004).  
 
1.3 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
The project included field survey, photography, and form preparation for 14 NJARNG facilities. 
These facilities included: New Jersey National Guard Training Center, Atlantic City Armory, 
Burlington Armory, Freehold OMS, Jersey City Armory, Lawrenceville Armory Complex, 
Morristown Armory, Newark (Essex Troop) Armory, Plainfield Armory, Teaneck Armory, 
Vineland Armory, West Orange Armory, Westfield Armory, and Woodbury Armory Complex. 
Two additional facilities, Red Bank Armory and Lodi OMSs, were included in the original Scope 
of Work, but were subsequently removed from the project since they had passed from DMAVA 
ownership and control. 
 
In conducting the investigation, JMA expended approximately 100 hours of field and research 
time. Environmental conditions were generally favorable, and no constraints were encountered. 
Fieldwork occurred in August, September, and October 2003. Douglas C. McVarish served as 
Principal Architectural Historian, and Courtney L. Clark served as Project Architectural 
Historian. In surveying the New Jersey National Guard Training Center and Lawrenceville 
Armory Complex, Mr. McVarish was accompanied by Joseph Dunleavy (DMAVA). 
 
Concurrently with the architectural investigation, JMA conducted Phase I archeological surveys 
at New Jersey National Guard Training Center and Morristown Armory and archeological 
sensitivity assessments at Vineland and West Orange armories. The results of the archeological 
investigations are presented in a separate report (Siegel et al. 2004). 
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2.0  RESEARCH DESIGN 
 
2.1  OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the investigation were described in the Scope of Work (Appendix II). They may 
be summarized, as follows: 
 
• Review previously prepared NJHPO individual structure survey and historic district survey 

forms for information to be included in revised survey forms. 
• Establish character-defining features for each previously identified period of armory 

construction and assess the integrity of each specified NJARNG facility. 
• Based upon the character-defining features and integrity, make and justify National Register 

of Historic Places (NR) recommendations for each building or complex. 
• Prepare NJHPO base forms, building attachments, and where appropriate, historic district 

overlays for each building or complex. 
• Based upon review of existing information and newly collected information, revise the 

existing report to comply with NJHPO’s Guidelines for Architectural Survey. 
 
2.2  EXPECTED RESEARCH MATERIALS 
 
Research materials were expected to include architectural drawings depicting original armory 
construction and subsequent additions in the files of DMAVA; Sanborn maps depicting building 
footprints in the collection of the New Jersey State Library and other repositories; newspaper 
articles concerning armory planning, construction, and activities in the collections of local 
libraries and historical societies; historic photographs in the collections of the armories 
themselves, as well as in local libraries and Special Collections, Alexander Library, Rutgers 
University; and archival records concerning armory construction in the New Jersey State 
Archives. 
 
2.3  METHODOLOGY 
 
2.3.1  FIELD AND EVALUATION METHODS 
 
In surveying the armories and other buildings included in this investigation, JMA personnel 
photographed all elevations of the exterior of each building. If an exterior element was not 
expected to be visible in field photographs, this element was noted in field notes. JMA also 
requested interior access to each building. In some cases, due to absence of supervisory 
personnel, interior access to Organizational Maintenance Shops (OMSs) and Motor Vehicle 
Service Buildings (MVSBs) was not possible. 
 
The purpose of the field investigation was to observe and document the presence or absence of 
historic architectural fabric that contributed to the architectural integrity of the facility. The 
interior of each armory was viewed. Principal spaces and spaces with significant remaining 
historic architectural fabric were viewed and photographed. In all cases the drill hall was 
photographed. Other spaces that were photographed included hallways, offices, dining 
rooms/grills, and classrooms.  
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2.3.2  CRITERIA USED TO DETERMINE SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The primary objective of the research and fieldwork was to determine which of the armory 
properties possessed the requisite significance and integrity for NR eligibility. The NR Criteria 
for Evaluation are: 
 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association, and: 
 
A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution 

to the broad patterns of our history; or 
 
B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
 
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 

of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess 
high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 
D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 

prehistory or history (36 CFR part 60.4). 
 
2.4  EXPECTED RESULTS 
 
Based on additional historical documentation, delineation of armory eligibility characteristics, 
and interior survey and photography, it was expected that one or more of the eligibility 
recommendations presented in the initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) would be revised. 
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3.0  HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
 
The following historical overview includes and supplements information contained in the initial 
architectural inventory (CGA 1998). Because all of the armories and other buildings evaluated in 
this investigation were built in the twentieth century, this overview is limited to that period. For 
information about the nineteenth century history of the New Jersey National Guard, the reader is 
referred to the initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998:13-31). 
 
3.1  THE MILITARY AND THE PROGRESSIVE ERA (1890-1918) 
 
In the pre-World War I period, the New Jersey State Legislature appropriated funds for armories 
throughout the state. In 1908, $25,000 was authorized for the erection of an armory for Company 
M, 2nd Infantry, at Somerville. Appropriations the following year included $25,000 for a battalion 
armory in Elizabeth, and $25,000 for an armory for Battery A, Field Artillery, in East Orange. 
Construction of armories for Battery B, Field Artillery, and a company armory at Bridgeton were 
authorized, but no funds appropriated (Adjutant General 1910:30). Between 1903 and 1910 funds 
were raised, and construction occurred on the Essex Troop Armory in Newark. 
 
The National Defense Act of 1916 provided that the states desiring a Federal National Guard 
should furnish all the necessary permanent equipment, such as armories, storehouses, stables, and 
adequate facilities for conducting instruction, and that the National Government should furnish all 
arms, clothing, equipage, transport, and animals, and pay personnel during the armory and field 
training period (Essex Troop 1925:211-212). 
 
Prior to the National Defense Act, the National Guard was federally recognized as the Organized 
Militia. The Act reorganized the Army into three components: the Regular Army, the National 
Guard, and the Organized Reserves. The Act also required that the National Guard organize itself 
according to the U.S. Army Tables of Organization. By requiring the organization of the National 
Guard in accordance with the tables, the states were mandated to maintain the full range of 
combat units authorized, including aviation and support (medical, communications, and 
quartermaster) companies (U.S. Army War College 1987 as cited in CGA 1998:38). 
 
The Asbury Park Armory was the last armory completed prior to United States entry into World 
War I. At the last pre-war meeting of the State Military Board on July 31, 1917 at Sea Girt, all 
armory appropriations were transferred to war expenses (Military Board Minutes 1917). Most of 
the transferred expenses were used in the construction of Camp Dix in Wrightstown, Burlington 
County, a U.S. Army cantonment.  
 
3.1.1  ARMORY ARCHITECTURE 
 
In the introduction to the Multiple Resource Documentation Form for Army National Guard 
armories in New York State, Nancy Todd cited the following characteristics that distinguish the 
armory as a building type: 
 
 1.  Function. 
 
  A.  The armory serves as a headquarters for the National Guard; it is a military 

facility in which weapons and ammunition are stored and guardsmen can 
assemble in the event of an emergency. 
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  B.  The armory is also a clubhouse for its members; the volunteer militia was 

(and, to some extent, still is) a social organization as well as a military one. 
 
  C.  Finally, the armory serves as a civic monument designed to inspire fear, 

awe, respect, nationalism, patriotism and community pride. The armory is a 
symbol of military strength and government presence within a community. 

 
 2.  Form and Plan: The armory consists of an administrative building with an 

attached drill shed at ground level. 
 
 3.  Design and Decoration: The armory almost always reflects the influence of 

medieval Gothic military architecture (from both European and English 
sources.) Salient features include towers, turrets, buttresses, crenellated 
parapets, machicolated or corbeled brick cornices, massive sally ports with 
portcullises, and loopholes for rifle. Many armories are Romantic/Picturesque 
interpretations of the castles and fortresses of the Middle Ages, while others are 
classically flavored adaptations of the late medieval (almost early Renaissance) 
military architecture (Todd 1993:E-7). 

 
In her NR nomination for New York State armories, Nancy Todd described armories of the early 
twentieth century period in her state: 
 

The second phase of armory construction in New York State marks the demise of 
the fortress-like castellated style and the increasing popularity of the more 
restrained, even Classically flavored interpretations of medieval architecture. 
Towers, turrets, crenellated parapets and sally ports are still employed in many 
designs, but they serve as decorative features rather than as functional military 
necessities (Todd 1993:E-8). 
 

An example of the earlier fortress-like style in New Jersey was the First Regiment Armory in 
Newark (demolished). Its main sally port, narrow windows, towers, and crenellated parapet with 
arrow slits clearly conveyed the role of the armory as a defensive building (Figure 1). 
 
The early twentieth century also witnessed the demise of the castellated style of armories in New 
Jersey. While the earlier armories at Jersey City and Paterson by architect Charles A. Gifford 
continued to resemble fortresses, the Trenton Armory, completed in 1905, bore less resemblance. 
The Essex Troop Armory in Newark was described by historian Robert M. Fogelson as “looking 
more like a high school than a castle”(Fogelson 1989:182). The one detail of the castellated style 
that continued to be employed in armories, including those in Trenton, Newark, and Red Bank, 
was a crenellated parapet. 

 
During the early 1910s, several armories were constructed. Among these was the large Essex 
Troop armory in Newark, and smaller armories in East Orange and Elizabeth. The East Orange 
Armory is described in the 1911 report of the Adjutant General: 
 

Its basement contains adequate quartermaster’s storeroom, magazine room, boiler 
room and a pistol range. 
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On the first floor are located a drill shed which is 197 feet long and 127 feet 
wide; gun room, 45 feet 8 inches by 51 feet 6 inches; quartermaster’s office, 
lockers, kitchen with entertainment facilities, mechanic’s room, shower baths and 
toilets, both public and private. Adjacent to the drill shed are two large stables, 
with accommodation for forty horses, each stable having a harness room. 
Quarters are also provided for a hostler. 
 
On the second floor a large gallery encircles the drill shed; also located on this 
floor are a company room, 30 by 49 feet, a room for the commanding officer, a 
surgeon’s office, officers’ quarters, pantry, sergeants’ room, and a ladies’ room 
with a large reception hall. 
 
At each end of the armory are located large towers, one of which is to be used as 
a general storeroom, and the other provides ample living quarters for the 
caretaker (Adjutant General 1911:52). 
 

Drawings in the Adjutant General’s files, New Jersey State Archives, illustrate a simple type of 
single-company armory, designed by the State Architect in 1917. The estimated cost of 
construction was $25,000. The main floor measured approximately 64 feet 8 inches across the 
façade with a central front entrance. The building was approximately 111 feet 8 inches deep. The 
main doors opened to a central, double-loaded corridor. Spaces on either side included a social 
room, a company room, locker room with showers and toilet, a boiler room, kitchen, and 
stairwell. The entire rear of the main floor, 62 feet square, was devoted to a drill hall. The 
mezzanine floor, consisting of the front portion of the building, was devoted to the 
quartermaster’s stores and offices for the sergeants and captain. 
 
3.1.2  PROPERTY TYPES 
 
The central space in the armories of this period was a large hall or shed. In the case of cavalry 
units, this space was called the riding ring, while in non-cavalry units it was called the drill hall, 
drill shed, or drill floor. In all cases, it was the single largest space within the building. Cavalry 
armories also included associated spaces, such as stables for the troop’s horses and tack rooms for 
the troop’s gear. A riding ring initially had either a dirt or bark floor. 
 
Other spaces common to both types of armories included offices for unit officers, storerooms, gun 
ranges, company assembly rooms, locker and bathrooms, a dining room with associated kitchen, 
and, often, an apartment for the armorer or caretaker. 
 
In the case of cavalry units, such as the Essex Troop, the major interior space, designated as the 
riding ring, was generally larger than in those facilities where the major space was used only for 
drilling of personnel. Armories may also be divided by size. Armories in smaller communities 
were generally smaller in size than those in the large urban areas of the state. 
 
3.1.3  ELIGIBILITY CHARACTERISTICS 
 
To be considered NR-eligible, armories of this period should possess the following 
characteristics: 
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elements, such as door and window surrounds, cornices, and parapets. Replacement of doors 
and windows is to be expected. However, such replacement should occur within original 
openings. 

 
• The original or historic space divisions of the interior of the building should remain 

discernable. Changes are to be expected, including partitioning of some larger spaces and 
installation of dropped ceilings. However, the original function of major spaces should 
remain discernible.  

 
• The riding ring or drill hall is the primary space in an armory interior. This space should not 

be permanently divided so that the extent of the original space is obscured. Balconies, when 
part of the original design, should not have been removed. Exposed roof trusses are an 
important design element of many drill halls/riding rings. Such roof trusses should not be 
obscured by dropped ceilings. 

 
3.2  THE INTER-WAR YEARS (1918-1939) 
 
In 1920, the state had but two cavalry armories, one at Newark and the other at Red Bank, each 
originally designed to serve one troop (Essex Troop 1925:212). 
 
During the early 1920s, the erection of an armory in New Jersey was more often a political than a 
military decision. In 1924, legislation was introduced requiring that armory projects be first 
investigated and approved by the State Military Board, composed of the General Officers and 
Regimental Commanders of the New Jersey National Guard.  
 
The National Guard improved old armories and constructed new facilities for its units during the 
interwar years. As part of federal employment projects during the Depression, the Public Works 
Administration (PWA) and the Work Projects Administration (WPA) provided a portion of the 
construction funds for armories throughout the country. Most of these facilities were single-unit 
armories costing between $20,000 and $40,000. A total of 400 new armories were built using 
federal funds, and additions or improvements were made to 500 others nationwide using federal 
funds (Fogelson 1989). Five New Jersey armories, Jersey City, Morristown, Teaneck, Vineland 
and West Orange, were partially funded by PWA. 
 
3.2.1  ARMORY ARCHITECTURE 
 
During the 1920s and early 1930s, both small (single company) and larger armories were erected 
in the state. Single company armories were built in Burlington, Plainfield, and Woodbury, while 
larger armories were erected in Atlantic City, Lawrenceville, and Westfield. The former armories 
were all designed for non-equine units, while the latter were designed for equine units. 
 
Each of the single company armories was similar in form with a central entrance/vestibule 
flanked by offices with a gabled rear drill hall. Each was basically a single story in height with 
full basement. The Burlington Armory, designed in the Colonial Revival style by architect Henry 
Brown, was completed in 1927 for Company K of the 114th Regiment. The Plainfield Armory, 
incorporating Art Deco-style elements, was designed by local architect Alfred M. Korff and the 
staff of the State Architect’s Office as the home of the Headquarters Company of the 44th 
Division. The Art Deco-style Woodbury Armory was designed by local architect Clifford H. 
Shivers and the staff of the State Architect’s Office for the Headquarters Detachment of the 114th 

   
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY OF 
NEW JERSEY ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ARMORIES 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

7 



3.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
   

Regiment. It was completed in 1931. These buildings resembled other smaller public buildings, 
such as post offices and town halls. Each fit within and did not dominate its surroundings. 
 
The armories designed for equine units were larger in scale than those designed for non-equine 
units. This was due to their special programmatic requirements. The units themselves were larger; 
horses needed more support facilities than troops; and the riding of horses took more space than 
the drilling of troops. New Jersey’s three cavalry armories varied in scale and design. The 
earliest, the Westfield Armory, was built on a 13-acre tract selected to provide space not only for 
the armory itself but for a polo field, training track, and summer corral. Designed in the Gothic 
Revival style, its crenellated tower parapets and arrow slit windows recalled earlier castellated 
buildings. The armory, completed in 1926, initially housed a unit of the Second Squadron, Troop 
G, 102nd Cavalry. 
 
The Lawrenceville Armory, completed in 1927, was built on a large tract in the Trenton suburb. 
This tract now includes the DMAVA headquarters and other state and Federal facilities. Designed 
in the Tudor Revival style by the staff of the State Architect’s Office, this facility was unique 
among cavalry armories of the state in that it included a drill hall in the armory itself and a riding 
ring and stables in a rear annex. 
 
The Atlantic City Armory, completed in 1929, was designed by Charles Leatham of the State 
Architect’s Office and built for the 112th Field Artillery. It initially included a 100 by 200 foot 
drill hall/riding ring and stalls for 48 horses. The simple Gothic Revival-style vocabulary of its 
crenellated parapets and corner towers referenced earlier armory designs.  
 
Nancy Todd described the design and function of the 1930s armory in her NR nomination for the 
armories of New York State: 
 

The third and final phase of armory construction in New York State was marked 
by the increasing importance of the armory as a civic center and by the use of 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) and PWA (Public Works Administration) 
funds to finance their erection. The designs for most of these armories were still 
drawn from medieval Gothic sources; but occasionally, modern styles such as Art 
Deco, were also employed (Todd 1993:E-8). 

 
During the late 1930s, the New Jersey armory construction program consisted of seven major 
additions and three new armories, financed through PWA. Additions were made to the Salem, 
Mount Holly, and Orange infantry armories; the Camden, Trenton, and Red Bank artillery 
armories; and the Westfield cavalry armory. Projected new armories included the Camden Naval 
Militia Armory, the Engineer Armory at Teaneck, and the Cavalry Army at West Orange. In 
addition, smaller-scale additions and alterations were made to the Burlington Infantry Armory 
and the Atlantic City Artillery Armory. The largest single construction project was the erection of 
the Jersey City Infantry Armory, the largest armory in the state, with a drill hall measuring 150 by 
300 feet (Adjutant General 1936:20). 
 
Nationally, much armory construction was partially underwritten by WPA and PWA. In 
addressing the “architectural treatment” of these buildings, WPA’s Acting Chief Engineer 
advised his staff that it “is purely a matter of available materials, taste and community influence 
and is therefore something for local determination” (Fogelson 1989:198). Art Deco became the 
predominant style for the larger armories funded by PWA. Examples included the Minneapolis, 
Tallahassee; Rockford, Illinois; and Klamath (Klamath Falls, Oregon) armories, all pictured in 
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C.W. Short and R. Stanley-Brown’s 1939 publication Public Buildings (Short and Stanley-Brown 
1939:95-96, 98 and 107). 
 
New Jersey’s armories of the period were eclectic in style with Colonial Revival buildings 
predominating. This use of the Colonial Revival was mirrored elsewhere in public buildings of 
the period, such as high schools, town halls, and post offices, and may be due in part to increased 
interest in the Colonial period engendered by Colonial Williamsburg and a series of books 
documenting early American architecture. 
 
The West Orange Armory, designed in the Colonial Revival style and built to house the 2nd 
Squadron and Machine Gun Troop, 102nd Cavalry, was completed and occupied on December 15, 
1938 (Adjutant General 1939:32). In 1937, construction was planned on two additional armories, 
one at Vineland to house the Third Battalion, 157th Field Artillery, and one at Morristown for two 
batteries of Field Artillery (Adjutant General 1937:16-17). The latter armory, built for the 
Headquarters Battery, First Battalion, and Batteries A and C, 112th Field Artillery, was completed 
on June 3, 1939 (Adjutant General 1939:32). Both armories were designed in the Colonial 
Revival style. These armories joined others in Salem and Mount Holly, also designed in the 
Colonial Revival style. The latter was expanded in 1936 using funds provided by PWA (Short 
and Stanley-Brown 1939:91). 
 
The Jersey City Armory, completed in 1934, was designed in the Gothic Revival style with some 
Art Deco influences. It was built to house the Third Battalion, 113th Infantry. The Teaneck 
Armory, designed in the Jacobethan-Tudor Revival style, was built to house the 104th Engineer 
Regiment. It was completed and occupied on March 26, 1938.  
 
Kaplan and Kelly 
 
Many of the armory buildings erected during this period were designed by a partnership of 
Trenton architect Louis S. Kaplan and Jersey City architect Hugh A. Kelly. Kaplan (1896-1964) 
was born in Philadelphia. His family moved to Trenton when he was six years old. He attended 
Trenton High School. On Saturdays, he attended the School for Industrial Arts where he pursued 
his interest in architecture. After graduating from high school at age 15, he worked as an 
apprentice in the firm of Klemann and Fowler of Trenton. Three years later, he enrolled in the 
School of Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania. Among his teachers was the nationally 
known Beaux-Arts architect Paul Cret. 
 
After graduating from Penn, Kaplan served in the military during World War I. Following his 
discharge, he returned to Trenton where he rejoined the staff of Klemann and Fowler. In the mid-
1920s, the partnership was dissolved, and Kaplan remained in the employ of William A. Klemann 
and became his head draftsman. Because Klemann was seriously ill, Kaplan designed and 
prepared the firm’s winning competition drawings for the Trenton War Memorial. 
 
In 1927, he left Klemann’s employ to start his own practice. Following Klemann’s death in 1930, 
Kaplan consolidated the late architect’s staff into his own firm known as William A. Klemann 
and Louis S. Kaplan, architects, and arranged to complete his mentor’s unfinished commissions. 
Among these commissions was the War Memorial. In addition to designing this NR-listed 
building, Kaplan served as its construction manager. 
 
Other Trenton buildings designed by Kaplan included the Har Sinai Temple, Adath Israel, the 
Grant School, the Parker School, the Junior High School Two, as well as the Broad-Hanover 
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Building and numerous other downtown commercial and office buildings. He served as a member 
of the Zoning Board of Adjustment for 20 years and as city, county, and state architect 
(Anonymous 1964a, 1964b; Kaplan 1928, 1932). 
 
A native of Jersey City, Col. Hugh A. Kelly served as state architect under Governor Moore. His 
firm, Kelly and Gruzen, was responsible for the large Currie’s Woods housing project in the 
Greenville section of Jersey City, several public schools in Newark, all the public housing 
projects in Paterson and Passaic, and Passaic High School. The firm also designed the Broom 
Building at the State Hospital in Trenton. Mr. Kelly executed designs for a new medium-security 
prison in Leesburg and the new police headquarters in New York City. In 1936, his firm drew up 
complete plans for the redevelopment of downtown Jersey City and in the 1940s won the 
competition for re-planning the state capital in Trenton (Kierce 1966). 
 
A contract between Kelly and Kaplan and the New Jersey Quartermaster General’s office, dated 
September 12, 1935, stipulated that the New Jersey National Guard planned on “building new or 
adding onto existing buildings upon receipt of grant money from the PWA, WPA or from other 
source….The state will then allot by letter to the above named architects, the work contemplated 
under this contract….” (as cited in CGA 1998:68). The New Jersey National Guard received aid 
from PWA in late 1935. The state legislature passed an act in 1936 authorizing the construction 
of armories at Teaneck (not to exceed $800,000), West Orange (not to exceed $446,300), and 
Morristown (not to exceed $300,000).  
 
3.2.2  PROPERTY TYPES 
 
Between 1919 and 1933, 11 armories were constructed for NJARNG. Of the 11, six are currently 
owned by DMAVA. These armories include Atlantic City (1929), Burlington (1926), 
Lawrenceville (1927), Westfield (1925), Woodbury (1930), and Plainfield (1933). These armories 
can be divided into two types. The Atlantic City and Westfield armories are considerably larger 
than those constructed at Burlington, Woodbury, and Plainfield. The size of the armory was 
determined by its use. The Atlantic City Armory was constructed for the 112th Field Artillery and 
an ambulance company. Both companies required large riding rings/drill halls and support areas 
for horses. Both armories featured a three-story administrative tower attached to a two-story 
administrative wing. Drill halls/riding rings, observation areas, storage facilities, stables, 
blacksmith shops and haylofts were attached to the administrative wings. Secondary entrances 
and additional haylofts were located to the rear of the drill halls. 
 
The Burlington, Woodbury, and Plainfield armories are much smaller. Armories at Burlington 
and Woodbury were constructed for companies of infantry, while Plainfield was built for the 
headquarters company of an administrative unit. In each case, the drill hall was the dominant 
first-story space. A smaller façade block included the formal building entry and office space, 
while additional office space, storage areas, locker rooms, and dining room/grill were located in 
the basement. 
 
As in the Progressive Era, armories built in the pre-World War II period can be divided by size 
and function. Single-company armories are represented by those in Burlington, Woodbury 
(original section), and Plainfield. Multiple-company armories are represented by those in Atlantic 
City, Morristown, West Orange, Vineland, and Jersey City.  
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New Jersey armories of the period reflected local use of common national styles. Styles 
represented by New Jersey armories of this period included Gothic Revival, Tudor and 
Jacobethan Revival, Colonial Revival, and Art Deco. 
 
Although the pre-World War II period marked the twilight of the National Guard cavalry, 
armories for cavalry units were still erected. These included Westfield and West Orange. In 
addition to armories, surveyed facilities from this period also included a majority of the buildings 
at the New Jersey National Guard Training Center, Sea Girt. Such buildings include barracks, 
mess halls, latrines, an officer’s quarters, a garage, utility buildings, an arsenal, and stables. 
Some, such as the barracks, mess halls, latrines, and officer’s quarters, are wood-framed 
structures of little architectural distinction. Other buildings, such as the stables, some utility 
buildings, and the arsenal, are of concrete block or brick construction. Because none of the 
buildings from this period at Sea Girt possesses individual significance under NR Criterion C, the 
installation was evaluated as a district. 
 
3.2.3  ELIGIBILITY CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The armories of the period may be divided into two basic types: non-equine armories and equine 
armories. The two types of armories were built with differing facilities, and thus eligibility 
characteristics differ, as well. 
 
For a non-equine armory to be considered NR-eligible, it should possess the following 
characteristics: 
 
• The exterior of the building must retain most or all of the physical characteristics of the 

original design. It is to be expected that windows and doors will have been replaced, but these 
replacements should have been placed within the original openings. Decorative elements, 
such as door surrounds, pilasters, plaques, and cornices, should remain intact. 

 
• The interior of the building may have been altered, including partitioning of rooms and 

installation of dropped ceilings. However, the original floor plan of the building should still 
be discernable and largely intact. 

 
• Surviving original interior details, such as fireplaces, staircases, door and window casings, 

interior doors, wall paneling, crown moldings, and ornamental ceilings, contribute to the 
architectural significance of the property. 

 
• The drill hall is the most important single space within a non-equine armory of this period. 

The drill hall should retain a wood floor, if one was originally present, should retain exposed 
roof framing, if this was included in the original design, and should not be divided by 
permanent full-height partitions. Partial height partitions at the periphery of the drill hall do 
not preclude eligibility, providing these partitions are reversible. 

 
• Some urban or in-town armories, such as Jersey City and Burlington, are located on small lots 

in relation to the building itself. Other armories, such as Vineland, are located on larger 
properties that included space for outdoor drilling. Those armories located on larger parcels 
should retain the original, unobscured street frontage. Survival of parade grounds or other 
outdoor assembly areas adds to the property’s significance. 
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• While survival of pre-1954 secondary buildings such as OMSs and MVSBs, adds to the 
property’s significance, demolition of such buildings should not preclude eligibility nor 
should the presence of post-1953 secondary buildings. 

 
• For eligibility under NR Criterion C for its architectural design, the armory should embody 

the distinctive characteristics of that style. For example, an armory designed in the Colonial 
Revival style should exhibit the symmetry characteristic of that style, and should also 
incorporate stylistic details, such as elaborate door surrounds, porticos, oculi, boxed cornices 
with returns, dormers, louvered belfries, and cupolas. 

 
• For eligibility under NR Criterion C as an example of a type of construction, the armory 

should retain the interior spaces diagnostic of an armory, including drill hall, officers’ offices, 
locker rooms, and weapons and ammunition storage areas. 

 
Most of these eligibility characteristics are also appropriate for equine armories. In addition, an 
equine armory should possess the following additional characteristics: 
 
• The riding ring, although converted to new uses, should remain a primary space within the 

building. This ring should not have been permanently subdivided nor should exposed roof 
trusses be hidden above a later ceiling. Tie rings, if present along the walls of the riding ring, 
add to its significance. 

 
• The armory should retain spaces originally used to house, equip, feed, and treat horses. Such 

spaces include stables, tack rooms, blacksmith shops, and haylofts. Because armories no 
longer accommodate cavalry troops, it is to be expected that these spaces will have been 
converted to other uses, such as classrooms and offices. Such conversions should not 
preclude eligibility. 

 
The greater portion of the New Jersey National Guard Training Center (NJNGTC) also was built 
in the pre-World War II and World War II period. None of the twentieth century buildings at 
NJNGTC possesses individual architectural significance. Therefore, the installation must be 
evaluated as a district. To be considered eligible as a district, NJNGTC should possess the 
following characteristics: 
 
• The installation should constitute a significant and distinguishable entity who components 

may lack individual distinction. 
 
• A preponderance of buildings of the period should retain architectural integrity. Changes are 

a natural part of building evolution and are expected. Such changes should, however, not 
obscure the original architectural character of the buildings. Windows and door should be 
replaced within original openings. Additions, if made, should not change the basic orientation 
and appearance of the building. New sheathing materials should reflect the character of 
original or historic materials. 

 
• Later construction may be expected within a growing, evolving, installation. These later 

buildings should not predominate within the installation nor should they disrupt the physical 
orientation of the earlier buildings. 
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3.3  WORLD WAR II (1940-1945) 
 
3.3.1  ARMORY ARCHITECTURE 
 
During wartime, military construction turned from armories to military bases. Massive additions 
were made to Fort Dix and Picatinny Arsenal, while armory-related construction was limited to 
OMSs and MVSBs, primarily at existing armory complexes. Subsidiary buildings were erected at 
Lawrenceville and Woodbury. At Freehold, an OMS was built as part of a larger armory complex 
that never materialized. 
 
In June 1939, the New Jersey National Guard was issued motor vehicles by the federal 
government. This occurred as part of a directive to move from “Maintenance Strength” to “Peace 
Strength” by the end of 1939. Included in this directive was construction of additional facilities, 
including garages, motor pools, and OMSs, to house the additional equipment received from the 
federal government. The construction of these facilities was funded by WPA (Military Board 
Minutes, June 6, 1939 and Boyer et al. 1993, as cited in CGA 1998:28). 
 
The mobilization of military equipment was the precursor to the Protective Mobilization Plan, 
implemented in August 1940 after the fall of France to German forces. Included in this plan was 
the expansion of existing cantonments and military camps, such as Camp Dix (renamed Fort Dix) 
and NJNGTC. In 1940, Fort Dix was designated as training center for the 44th Infantry Division 
(U.S. Army 1969 as cited in CGA 1998:28). 
 
New Jersey Guard units served important roles in the war. The 44th Division defeated the 6th SS 
Mountain Division. The 696th Armored Field Artillery (formerly the 2nd Batallion, 112th Field 
Artillery, New Jersey National Guard) participated in the Battle of the Bulge and the Elbe River 
Crossing. The newly mechanized 102nd Calvary Regiment participated in the landing at Omaha 
Beach (CGA 1998:28).  
 
3.3.2  PROPERTY TYPES 
 
With the exception of the delayed Vineland Armory construction and expansion of NJNGTC, 
New Jersey armory buildings erected during the World War II period were OMSs and MVSBs. 
By February 1941, OMSs had been constructed at Lakewood, Freehold, Toms River, West 
Orange, East Orange, Jersey City (for the Naval Militia), and at an unspecified location in Bergen 
County (Military Board Minutes, June 12, 1939 and February 17, 1941, as cited in CGA 
1998:74). Of these, only the Freehold OMS remains in active use and DMAVA ownership. 
 
In two surveyed properties, Lawrenceville and Woodbury, these secondary buildings were added 
to supplement an extant armory. In the third surveyed property, Freehold, the OMS was designed 
as one wing of a larger armory building. Due to fiscal constraints, the remainder of the building 
was not built in the 1940s. 
 
The primary OMS building design was drawn by Louis S. Kaplan of Trenton (Figure 2). The 
building was generally rectangular in plan, measuring 42 feet by 84 feet. It contained 3,190 
square feet of floor space. The exterior was five bays long and faced in stucco with exposed brick 
piers. The roof was segmentally arched with exposed rafter ends at the eaves. Four overhead 
doors were placed along the front elevation. The interior consisted largely of vehicle storage bays. 
A stock and supply room, boiler room, and toilet and shower were located along one end wall. 

   
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY OF 
NEW JERSEY ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ARMORIES 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

13 



��������	��
��
�������������
���������	���������������������������� �!�
�������
���"������ �����#��������$������	



3.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
   

 
In basic design, the MVSB was an enlarged version of the OMS. According to drawings in the 
files of DMAVA, the standard MVSB design was drawn by Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan 
(Figure 3). It was constructed of concrete block, concrete and brick. rectangular in plan, the 
building measured 62 feet in width and ranged in length from 192 feet (Woodbury) to 304 feet 
(Jersey City). Side elevations were sheathed in white painted stucco, divided into bays by 
exposed brick piers and fenestrated with 12-light, steel-framed, pivoting windows. Vehicle doors 
were centered in the end walls. The roof was segmentally arched with exposed rafter ends at the 
eaves. The interior of the building was a single open space with a concrete floor and a roof, 
supported by steel trusses. 
 
According to DMAVA building inventory records, the following NJNGTC buildings were 
erected in 1940 as part of the war-time mobilization of the facility: Building 25 (mess hall), 
Building 26 (Minuteman Hall), Buildings 27 through 34 (barracks), and Building 93 (utility 
building). Of these buildings, all except Building 93 are single-story, gable-roofed, wood-framed 
structures. Building 93 is a single-story concrete-block building, sheathed in stucco. 
 
3.3.3  ELIGIBILITY CHARACTERISTICS 
 
In general, OMSs and MVSBs were erected as secondary buildings, part of a larger armory 
complex. The roles of these buildings were to provide storage and maintenance facilities for 
motor vehicles of the unit housed at the armory. In the case of the Freehold Armory, funding 
constraints precluded the completion of the remaining portions of a planned armory, so the OMS 
became the only wartime component of the complex. 
 
When the OMS and MVSBs are part of a larger armory complex, these buildings are evaluated as 
components of a larger complex. To contribute to the NR eligibility of a complex, these buildings 
should possess the following characteristics: 
 
• The building should retain a sufficient portion of its exterior building fabric to be identifiable 

as a product of its period of construction. For those buildings (at Lawrenceville and 
Woodbury) built to standard designs, the present exterior appearance should be compared to 
the original design in order to evaluate integrity. 

 
• Although not all of the original interior space divisions may remain, the character of interior 

space divisions should remain. For example, MVSBs were built as large open spaces for 
storage of large numbers of motor vehicles. The interior should remain as a single open space 
or have been divided into a small number of full-width spaces. 

 
• The standard designs of both OMSs and MVSBs included exposed bowstring roof trusses. 

The roof trusses should be intact and exposed. 
 
• OMSs and MVSBs were primarily built as secondary buildings of an armory complex. All 

are of utilitarian design. To be eligible under Criterion C as an example of a type of 
construction, these buildings should be located on a property also containing a pre-1954 
armory building that individually meets NR eligibility requirements. 

 
Eligibility characteristics of NJNGTC are described in the previous section. 
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3.4  THE ARMORY AS PUBLIC FACILITY 
 
The primary purpose of an armory is and was to accommodate locally-based National Guard 
units. Spaces are typically provided for drill; training programs; ammunition, equipment and 
vehicle storage; and administrative offices. Other common facilities include dining rooms, 
kitchens, and club rooms. 
 
Primarily because of the large drill hall or riding ring, New Jersey armories have long 
accommodated a variety of non-military uses, including civic assemblies, political rallies, balls 
and dances, sporting events, concerts, and art and garden shows. Portions of the Westfield 
Armory have recently been used as classroom space to relieve overcrowding at nearby Westfield 
High School. These civic uses contribute to the historic significance of many of the armories as 
public venues. 
 
Civic uses of each armory are described in the HPO forms for the armory. A few examples 
illustrate the importance of these buildings as gathering places: 
 
The Burlington Armory was dedicated on October 12, 1927 as part of the Military Day 
observances during the 250th Anniversary Celebration of the City of Burlington. The day 
concluded with a civic ball held in the armory drill hall. 
 
The Jersey City Armory has hosted a variety of civic events since its 1936 opening. St. Michael’s 
Roman Catholic Church held its annual parish dance there. Some years the dance featured Guy 
Lombardo and the Royal Canadians as musicians. Many sporting events were held there, 
including scholastic and collegiate track meets; school, college, and professional basketball 
games; wrestling bouts; roller derby matches; and professional indoor football games. The 
armory has been a favorite venue for political and civic fundraisers, including a benefit boxing 
exhibition in which former governor Brendan Byrne and former Mayor Thomas F.X. Smith 
“fought” Muhammad Ali to raise funds for the Jersey City Medical Center. In recent years, the 
armory has accommodated youth recreational activities and served as a movie set and as practice 
space for David Bowie and the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes. 
 
The Morristown Armory has hosted a variety of civic events, including annual arts and craft and 
flower shows. The Teaneck Armory has also hosted civic events and gatherings since its 1938 
opening, including dog shows; boxing tournaments; the Jersey Jolters roller derby matches; 
midget car racing; and political rallies, including speeches by Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. 
Kennedy, and Barry Goldwater. During the 1967-1968 basketball season, the New Jersey 
Americans played their games at the armory. In recent years, musicians, including David Bowie, 
Mariah Carey, Paul Simon and Madonna, have rehearsed there, and movie scenes were filmed 
there. In recent years, the West Orange armory has accommodated a youth soccer league.  
 
An armory’s historic use as a civic venue contributes to the building’s historic significance under 
National Register Criterion A. To be eligible under Criterion A as an important civic meeting 
place, the armory must have been the location of civic, political, sporting, or cultural events 
important to the life of the particular community.  
 
In addition, the location of the event(s), generally the drill hall or riding ring, must retain 
sufficient original or historic fabric to convey strong associations to the period when the event(s) 
took place. The assembly place should possess the following characteristics: 
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• The space should be undivided by permanent partitions. 
 
• If permanent seating (bleachers) was used to accommodate attendees to the event, this 

seating must remain. 
 
• Originally exposed roof trusses should remain exposed. 
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4.0  DATA SUMMARY 
 
4.1  NEW JERSEY NATIONAL GUARD TRAINING CENTER (Sea Girt) 
 
Military training in the vicinity of NJNGTC (Sea Girt) began in 1884 when rifle practice was held 
on the south side of the Manasquan Inlet. The following summer, a state military encampment 
was established on the opposite side of the inlet. The encampment officially began on August 15 
when the First Brigade arrived for a week. Organizations participating in the initial encampment 
included the First and Fifth Regiments of Newark, Ninth of Hoboken, Fourth of Jersey City, First 
Battalion of Paterson, Second Battalion of Hackensack, and the Gatling Gun Company A of 
Elizabeth. 
 
The headquarters of the encampment was a former farmhouse occupied by Quartermaster General 
Murray, located at the north entrance to the camp (Figure 4). A Newark Evening News article 
described the character of the encampment in its first years (Anonymous 1915): 
 

Along the main avenue, then but a lane, ungraded and with a heavy growth of 
pine scrubs, fakirs and others had erected stands, giving more the appearance of a 
country fair than a military encampment. 
 

In 1885, the State, in the person of Quartermaster-General Lewis Perrine, leased the camp 
grounds from the Sea Girt Land and Improvement Company. The annual rent was $3,000 
(Parsons 1928:47; Lewis 1922:524). 
 
Shortly after its purchase, permanent headquarters and commissary buildings were erected, and 
the New Jersey State Building from the St. Louis Exposition was brought to the site for use as the 
Governor’s residence. This building replaced the first Governor’s Cottage, a farmer’s house on 
the former Richard Stockton farm. The latter building is the present Quarters One (Ballou 
2002:86). The annual military encampment began, held on the site in July and August of each 
year (Sea Girt Company190_:14). During both the Spanish American War and the First World 
War, state troops were mobilized at Sea Girt (Lewis 1922:524-525). 
 
In 1924 and 1925, the State Legislature appropriated a total of $100,000 for a new arsenal at Sea 
Girt and for reclaiming land adjoining Stockton Lake (Chapter 240, Laws 1924; Chapter 237, 
Laws 1925). In addition, federal funds were obtained to permit construction of shower baths and 
latrines, permanent kitchen and mess halls, and two administrative buildings, as well as additions 
and improvements to the rifle range (Adjutant General 1925:28). 
 
The appearance of the camp ground in the 1930s is shown in a map and postcards in the 
collection of the DMAVA (Figure 5). Most of the north portion of the grounds was designated as 
the parade ground, while the range was located in the eastern portion of the property. Horse 
shelters were located along Stockton Lake, as was the state arsenal (present Building 60). On the 
opposite side of Camp Drive were tent platforms, mess halls, and latrines. The governor’s house 
was located at the main camp entrance, and the commanding general’s quarters (present Quarters 
One) was located to its south. Four years later, the camp ground was annexed to Sea Girt when 
legislation passed both houses of the state legislature (Ballou 2002:85). 
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By 1939, plans had been prepared for facilities to house Company E, 119th Quartermaster 
Regiment, on the State Camp Grounds. Proposed facilities would consist of an administrative 
building, garage, and general storage building (Adjutant General 1939:32). 
 
The New Jersey National Guard Training Center (NJNGTC) at Sea Girt is located in Monmouth 
County on a 164-acre tract of land in the Borough of Sea Girt. The camp is bounded on two sides 
by water and is located at the edge of the Sea Girt commercial district. The training center 
contains 49 buildings and structures including barracks, officers’ quarters, storage buildings, 
classrooms, administrative buildings and a firing range. Several buildings appear to be vacant. 
 
The majority of the buildings are utilitarian and of no discernable style. Approximately 80% of 
the buildings were erected between 1925 and 1941. These buildings are primarily single-story, 
wood-framed buildings altered by removal of historic exterior fabric and replacement with 
modern materials. A second wave of construction occurred in the 1960s and 1970s with 
construction of larger, steel-framed buildings sheathed in concrete and brick veneer. These 
modernistic buildings are used to house facilities and offices of the New Jersey State Police, the 
New Jersey Department of Corrections and the New Jersey National Guard. 
 
Research has revealed that one building, present Quarters One, predates the establishment of the 
camp. Now used as officers’ quarters, it was erected as a tenant farmhouse on the large Stockton 
farm. 
 
4.2 ATLANTIC CITY ARMORY (1008 Absecon Boulevard [U.S. Route 30]) 
 
The Atlantic City Armory was the last armory in New Jersey constructed before the onset of the 
Great Depression. The armory, designed by Charles N. Leathem, Jr. of the State Architects 
Office, was begun in 1925 and officially opened in October 1929. Initial tenants included a 
company of the 112th Field Artillery and the 157th Ambulance Company. 
 
The armory was erected and equipped at a cost of approximately $250,000. It measures 250 feet 
by 141 feet. It features fireproof construction and was built of reinforced concrete, structural 
steel, brick, and limestone. The major original armory feature was a drill and riding floor with a 
tan bark surface, 100 by 200 feet in size. At the rear of the floor were 48 stalls for battery horses 
and a harness room. Adjoining the stalls were seven gunsheds to house the guns, carriages, and 
other wheeled equipment. The first floor also contained lockers, showers, and dressing rooms. 
The second floor contained officers’ quarters, a five room and bath apartment, four hostler’s 
rooms, and a hay loft. 
 
The Atlantic City Armory is a two and three story, rectangular, Gothic Revival building, sheathed 
in common bond brick with recessed brick panels and a raised concrete foundation. It features a 
limestone water table. The building is divided into several sections: a three-story tower, a drill 
hall, a two-story office wing, a two-story tower, and the original stable block. 
 
The three-story tower, located in the northeast corner of the building has a central entrance with 
limestone surround and a lintel engraved with “112th Field Artillery.” The tower terminates with a 
crenellated parapet wall decorated with plaques. The northwest corner is marked by a two-story 
tower with crenellated parapet. The drill hall located behind the north façade wall is marked on 
the side elevations by gabled parapets.  
 

   
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY OF 
NEW JERSEY ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ARMORIES 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

18 



4.0 DATA SUMMARY 
   

The original floor plan of the building is shown in a series of architectural drawings in the files of 
the New Jersey DMAVA. The main entry doors provided entrance to a vestibule, and the 
vestibule, in turn, provided entrance to a stair hall. The first story of the corner entrance tower 
also included the boiler room and an armor office. Double doors in the corner of the tower led to 
a corridor extending along one side of the drill hall. This corridor provided access to a storeroom, 
classroom, and bathroom. 
 
Rooms arrayed along the southwest side of the building included locker rooms to the east of the 
rear passage and supply rooms to the west. Rooms along the northwest wall included a corner 
locker room, a medics room and battery room, store rooms, and a classroom. The northwest tower 
contain storage space and a boiler room. 
 
The second story also included a corridor on the west side of the southeast elevation. This side of 
the building contained a series of large and small offices. The second story corridor continued 
along the southwest side of the drill hall and provided access to an officers’ club, an adjacent 
kitchen, and a recreation room. An end classroom was accessed through the recreation room. 
 
Interior spaces evidence a level of alterations typical of continuously used buildings of the period. 
Corridors have been altered with the installation of sheetrock partitions and newer windows that 
provide views of the drill hall. Corridors have also been altered by installation of dropped ceilings 
and flush fluorescent light fixtures. The supply rooms along the rear of the building have been 
partitioned with steel cages. 
 
The drill hall retains its single open space and exposed roof truss. Lighting represents recent 
replacements. The original bark floor has been replaced by asphalt to accommodate its present 
use as vehicular parking. 
 
4.3 BURLINGTON ARMORY (559 High Street) 
 
The construction of the armory was authorized in Chapter 250, Laws of 1924. A $50,000 
appropriation was included in the Appropriations Bill, Chapter 237 or the Laws of 1925 (Adjutant 
General 1925:27). The proposed armory site was on land owned by Esther E. McGregor. 
 
The Burlington Armory (Figure 6) was designed in 1926 by architects of the State Architect’s 
Office, Charles N. Leathem, Jr., chief. As originally built, this single company armory measured 
102 feet wide by 62 feet deep with a central front projecting block that measured 20 feet wide and 
15 feet 6 inches deep. This projecting block contained central stairs, as well as flanking 
bathrooms. The bulk of the first floor was a single open space, the drill hall with its maple floor. 
 
The basement was reached by a stairway in the projecting front block. The remainder of this 
space was designed as a closet. The basement was partitioned into storage and a locker room 
along the rear wall; a range, corridor, showers, and a toilet in the central section; and coal storage, 
a boiler room, an orderly’s office, and a company room in the front section. 
 
Contracts for armory construction were announced in June 1926. Contractors included Karo-
Smith Company, general contracting ($30,650); Leonard J. Hunt, Burlington, plumbing 
($2,174.94); Mechanical Equipment Company, Philadelphia, heating ($4,194); and B. Goldy and 
Son, Burlington, electrical ($590).  
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The armory was officially dedicated on October 12, 1927 as part of the Military Day observances 
during Burlington’s 250th Anniversary celebration. The observances also included a mock battle 
and a military parade of 2,000 men (Anonymous 1927a). Among the parade participants were the 
entire infantry of the 114th Regiment. The day concluded with a military ball held in the new 
armory (Anonymous 1927b). 
 
The Burlington Armory is similar in size and configuration to the Plainfield Armory. Its south 
façade is a symmetrical five-part composition, highlighted by a central projecting entry bay and 
cross gables near the end of the wall. The armory was enlarged in the 1930s with a two-story, 
flat-roofed rear addition, designed by prominent armory architects Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. 
Kaplan. 
 
The front entry is set within a surround formed by partially engaged columns and a molded wood 
cornice. The two-leaf entry doors are replacements but are surmounted by an original 15-light 
transom. An oval concrete plaque is placed in the gable peak. The cross gables contain their 
original arched window frames. The original multi-light, wood-framed windows have been 
replaced by steel-framed windows. The original block is topped by an end gabled roof with 
gabled parapets. The rear wall of the rear addition is fenestrated with nine, double-hung, sash 
windows in the first and second story. 
 
Comparison of the present floor plan with original and 1930s plans in the files of DMAVA 
indicates that few changes have been made to the plan. Not as elaborately ornamented as later 
armories, such as West Orange and Morristown, the interior retains significant amounts of 
original and historic fabric. The drill hall remains undivided and is regularly used. The roof truss 
remains visible. Some original openings have been boarded over.  
 
4.4 FREEHOLD OMS (635 State Highway 33) 
 
In 1938, the State Military Board appointed a committee to inspect and recommend a site for the 
erection of an armory at Freehold to house the First Battalion, 119th Quartermaster Regiment. By 
1940, it was proposed to construct a garage building with WPA labor as funds for materials 
became available. The remaining facilities would be constructed at a later date (Adjutant General 
1939:32). Construction of the armory was interrupted by World War II, and, in fact, the armory 
was not built until the 1960s. 
 
A sketch plan of the proposed armory is shown in the 1940 pictorial guide to the New Jersey 
National Guard. The armory design was similar to that built in Vineland with a central two-story 
brick administrative block with monumental portico and connecting wings and gabled front end 
blocks. One of the end blocks may have been intended as a garage (OMS) and the other as a drill 
hall.  
 
The Freehold Armory complex is located on the north side of S.R. 33 southeast of downtown 
Freehold. The OMS represents the western portion of the present armory. The principal portion of 
the OMS is a single story, end gabled building sheathed in brick and stucco. The north gable end, 
constructed of brick, features a central, steel, rolldown door flanked by two, single, one-over-one, 
double-hung, sash windows. A circular, louvered, wood vent is placed in the gable peak.  
 
The end bays of the side elevations are sheathed in brick, while intermediate bays are sheathed in 
stucco and are divided by brick piers. Most of the intermediate bays contain a group of three, one-
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over-one, double-hung, sash windows with concrete sills. A single story, brick block connects the 
OMS to the remainder of the armory. 
 
The bulk of the OMS is a single open space with concrete floor slab, walls constructed of 
concrete block and brick piers, and an exposed wood roof deck consisting of flush boards. The 
steel roof trusses are exposed. Interior lighting is provided by fluorescent light fixtures hung from 
the trusses and from the underside of the roof deck. 
  
4.5 JERSEY CITY ARMORY (678 Montgomery Street) 
 
The first Jersey City Armory was partially destroyed by fire in June 1927. In May 1934, the New 
Jersey State Military Board contracted with architects Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan for 
preparation of plans for a new armory to be built at the corner of Montgomery Street and Summit 
Avenue. In July, the Military Board received $294,500 in funding from PWA to support the 
construction of the facility. The armory was completed in March 1936 at a construction cost of 
$1,038,266 and a total project cost of $1,098,330 (Figure 7). It was described in Short and 
Stanley-Brown’s survey of PWA architecture as follows: 
 

The armory provides quarters for one battalion of infantry, one battalion of 
engineers, two medical units, and one division of the naval militia. The large drill 
hall is on the street level and has banks of seats on two sides. Under these seats 
are eight company rooms and equipment storage rooms, and on two mezzanine 
floors are four more company rooms and individual space for future rooms 
[Figure 8]. 
 
The structure is fireproof and is supported on piles. The exterior walls are brick 
with a granite base and terra cotta trim. The building is 248 by 321 feet in plan 
(Short and Stanley-Brown 1939:87). 

 
The Gothic Revival Jersey City Armory is the largest historic armory in the state. It occupies 
much of a block bounded on the south by Montgomery Street, on the east by Summit Avenue, on 
the west by Jordan Avenue, and on the north by Mercer Street, about a mile from the Hudson 
River. The three-story building with basement has a rectangular plan.  
 
The primary elevation faces Jordan Avenue and features corner towers with recessed arched 
entries, large oriel windows, and paired Gothic-arched openings in the third story. The 
intervening wall is punctuated by slightly projecting bays and by ribbons of windows in each of 
the upper floors. The Montgomery Street elevation is dominated by the vertical fenestration and 
gabled parapet wall of the drill floor block. A carved signboard on this elevation reads “New 
Jersey National Guard.” The rear elevation is punctuated by steep gable projecting pavilions 
containing stairways and ground floor arched entries. These pavilions are decorated with second 
floor terra-cotta panels with military insignias. 
 
The Jordan Avenue portion of the building contains two stories of administrative space. The third 
story contains the armorer’s apartment. The remainder of the third story, historically unfinished, 
was converted to sleeping quarters for troops on duty following September 11, 2001. The 
dominant interior space, the drill hall, has a wood floor and includes bleachers on two sides. 
Vehicle parking is located in the basement of the building and is reached by ramps on the Summit 
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Avenue side of the building. The general level of exterior and interior architectural integrity is 
high. 
 
4.6 LAWRENCEVILLE ARMORY COMPLEX (151 Eggert Crossing Road) 
 
The site of the Lawrenceville armory was a tract of 46.5 acres acquired for $20,000 by the State 
Military Board from the Lawrence Realty Company in a deed dated May 25, 1926. 
 
The original T-shaped block of the armory was erected in 1927 to plans drawn by the State 
Architect’s Office. It was built for the 112th Field Artillery, a horse-drawn artillery unit. At the 
time, the artillery weapon for the unit was the noted “French 75” (Men in Black). It occupies a 
74-acre tract currently shared with DMAVA and the United State Property and Fiscal Office 
(USP&FO). Among the other buildings on the tract is the headquarters of DMAVA. 
 
The Lawrenceville armory complex includes the Tudor Revival armory, substantially enlarged, 
OMS, and two MVSBs. The complex is located on the south side of Eggert Crossing Road west 
of the U.S. Route 206 intersection.  
 
The armory is a substantially expanded, one-and-one half story, Tudor Revival style building 
whose north façade faces Eggert Crossing Road. The extended building includes a cross gabled 
armory; a cross-gabled, 11-bay stable; and a side-gabled, four-bay garage. Additions incorporate 
the buildings together in a single rambling building. The facility is presently used as offices, an 
armory, storage, and an officers’ club. 
 
The 1 ½ story, side-gabled armory occupies the central position within the complex. The building 
is of brick veneer and clay tile construction and rests on a concrete foundation. A steel truss frame 
supports the roof. The main entry is placed near the center of the façade wall. Two sets of wooden 
doors with leaded glass lights are sheltered by a shed-roofed porch, three bays wide, with wood 
posts and arched wood brackets. A pair of one-over-one, double-hung, sash windows is placed 
east of the porch, while a single window is placed to the west. Above the porch are three 
intersecting gables. The central gable, which projects from the wall plane, is ornamented with 
false half-timbering. Fenestration includes two, one-over-one, double-hung, sash windows. A 
wood finial rises from the gable peak. Flanking gables are fenestrated with irregularly placed, 
one-over-one, double-hung, sash windows. Wood, louvered, slit vents are placed in the gable 
peak. 
 
The original portion of the armory extends west of the entry block. The five bay block is 
punctuated by gabled wall dormers. The outer face is marked by a brick frame, enclosing the first 
and half story windows. Each story contains three narrow windows. The sets of windows are 
separated by brick herringbone spandrels. First story windows feature stone sills, while second 
story windows are emphasized by slightly projecting brick label moldings. Limestone shield 
plaques are placed in the gable peaks. These plaques illustrate artillery and cavalry scenes. 
 
The east addition echoes the west block in a simplified style and also includes a cross gable that 
echoes the entry block. Three, one-story, front-gabled wings protrude from the rear elevation. A 
stable and riding ring, probably built in the 1930s, are also appended to the rambling armory 
building. 
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The interior of the original block retains significant amounts of original fabric, as well as some 
historic space divisions. A notable decorative element is the patterned ceramic tile floor in the 
main entry hall. Other hallways are more functional in appearance with floor tiles, plaster, or 
drywall partition walls, and fluorescent light fixtures hung from plaster ceilings. 
 
The major interior space, as typical of an armory, is the drill hall. The most interesting aspect of 
the hall is the floor, constructed from board ends. Bleachers project from one side wall. The 
ceiling has been dropped, and flush fluorescent light fixtures have been installed. Additional light 
is provided by hanging electric chandeliers. The dropped ceiling appears to have been installed 
beneath an originally open gable roof framing. Rafter ends are visible along the side walls, as are 
the narrow boards of the underside of the roof deck. 
 
The west and south sides of the original drill hall have been partitioned into office spaces and 
classrooms. Rooms off the west side of the drill hall have been subdivided into office spaces with 
drywall partitions, dropped ceilings with flush fluorescent light fixtures, and resilient tile floors. 
Rooms on the south side of the drill hall are used as classrooms. These classrooms also have 
resilient tile floors and dropped ceilings with flush fluorescent light fixtures. Larger spaces can be 
subdivided with folding partition walls. 
 
The riding ring is a single open, gabled roof space with exposed steel roof trusses. Incandescent 
light fixtures hang from the roof trusses. The original dirt floor has been covered in concrete, and 
the space is presently used for equipment storage. 
 
As noted, the property also includes two MVSBs and an OMS. Each was built to a standard plan 
developed by Louis S. Kaplan and Hugh A. Kelly. MVSB1 has been little altered on either 
exterior or interior. MVSB2 has been extensively altered by replacement of windows, addition of 
vehicle doors, and subdivision of the interior space. The OMS has been little altered on the 
exterior. The interior was inaccessible. 
 
4.7 MORRISTOWN ARMORY (Western Avenue) 
 
Plans for a new National Guard Armory for Morristown developed in the 1930s. In April 1936, 
Senator Elmer S. King announced that plans for an armory were advancing, though its site had 
not been determined (Anonymous 1936a). The site selection was announced in September. The 
chosen site, a 40-acre tract near the entrance to the Morristown National Historic Park, was 
offered to the County Board of Freeholders for $25,000, below its market price. The tract was 
offered by Florham Park resident Lloyd Smith who had previously donated more than 1,000 acres 
for the National Historical Park (Anonymous 1936d). 
 
The armory, as several others of the period, was designed by Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan 
(Figure 9). In March 1938, the Adjutant Quartermaster General’s office noted that construction 
bids had been accepted. Plumbing work was awarded to Richardson Engineering Company, New 
Brunswick ($10,463); steel and iron work to Selback, Meyer Company, West New York 
($73,097); heating and ventilation to John J. Pobin, Plainfield ($13,260); and electrical work to 
Joseph Newman, Inc., Jersey City ($11,933). The general construction contract was awarded to 
A.A. LaFountain of Hackensack ($107,340) (Anonymous 1938c). The construction contract was 
signed on March 29, and work was scheduled to begin the following Monday (Anonymous 
1938d). 
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The Morristown Armory was officially completed on June 3, 1939 and was occupied by the 
Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, and Batteries A and C, 112th Field Artillery (Adjutant General 
1939:32). 
 
The Morristown Armory, designed by prolific armory architects Kelly and Kaplan, is, as their 
designs for the West Orange and Vineland armories, a Colonial Revival composition. While the 
latter two armories feature a façade that faces the road, the Morristown Armory’s principal 
elevation is oriented perpendicularly to the road and faces a parking area. 
 
The principal elevation is a five part composition with a central belltower. This belltower 
contains the main entry doors, replacement units set within an original pedimented gable 
surround. An arched window with tracery in the upper sash is placed above the door surround. 
The belfry rises from a two stage base and is octagonal with arched louvered wood openings. The 
belcast pyramidal roof is topped with a weathervane. The central entry tower is flanked by eaves 
front, symmetrical blocks, fenestrated with double-hung, sash windows. The principal elevation 
terminates with projecting cross-gabled bays containing secondary entrances and oculi with 
cardinal point keystones in the gable peak. The terminating cross gables are similar to those used 
at the West Orange Armory. This portion of the armory houses its administrative functions. 
 
The gabled drill hall adjoins the east wall of the administrative section. The gable ends of the drill 
hall are oriented north-south. The lower north and east walls are constructed of brick, while the 
upper walls are sheathed in metal sheet and fenestrated with four-light vertical windows. The 
south wall of the drill hall adjoins a single story addition. The drill hall wall is divided into bays 
by brick pilasters with concrete caps, similar to the pilasters found on the end walls of the West 
Orange drill hall. 
 
Portion of the interior of the building retains substantial historic fabric including paneled walls, 
wainscoting, and paneled wood arched doorways. Other portions of the building display 
alterations, including dropped ceilings and partitioning. The drill hall retains its original 
undivided space with stands on each of the longer walls.  
 
4.8 NEWARK (ESSEX TROOP) ARMORY (120 Roseville Avenue) 
 
A few years after the formation of the Essex Troop, efforts began to finance and construct an 
armory. In the latter part of 1894, the Troop chose an armory committee that consisted of 
Frederick Frelinghuysen, R. Wayne Parker, Leslie D. Ward, Frederick W. Stevens and John W. 
Tillard. Options were obtained on the Roseville Riding Academy and adjacent properties, and the 
Troop decided to erect a building on Roseville Avenue with an assembly room measuring 25 feet 
square, dressing rooms, and an L-shaped drill hall. The original cost of the building was estimated 
at $30,000 but ran to nearly $50,000 before work was completed. Funds were raised from 
members and friends of the Troop. 
 
Ground was broken in late March 1896, and the building was completed about a year later. The 
building soon proved inadequate. The riding hall was small, a driveway divided the saddle room 
from the general store room, and the assembly room could be reach only via a narrow staircase 
with a sharp turn. 
 
In 1902, William A. Bryant was elected Captain and immediately began a campaign to construct 
a new armory to be state-owned. On January 19, 1903, Assemblyman William A. Lord of 
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Orange, chairman of the committee on military affairs, introduced the Essex Troop armory bill 
calling for an appropriation of $125,000 to cover acquisition of the property and extension of the 
drill shed. This legislation passed on April 3 and provided authority for the erection and suitable 
equipment of an armory for the First Troop, Cavalry (Essex Troop 1925:26-32; Adjutant General 
1908:49-50). 
 
Legislation passed the same year authorized the taking over of the armory by the state and the 
erection of new armory. The legislation, Chapter 204 of the Laws of 1903, specifically authorized 
the rebuilding of the armory then in existence and the equipment of a new structure. When the 
legislation was approved, State Architect Poole refused to prepare plans on the grounds that the 
building could not be erected for the available funds.  
 
The Essex County Freeholders contributed another $25,000 to the project, and Charles A. 
Gifford, a charter member of the Troop, was selected as architect. The legislation provided for the 
armory but not the stables. In November 1906, it was decided to sell the old armory property to 
the State for $35,000. With this sum, the trustees of the troop were authorized to pay the 
mortgage, invest the balance in the purchase of land adjoining the new state building, and erect 
stables on the land. In the Legislative Session of 1906, a $50,000 appropriation was approved. 
The Commissioner of Charities and Corrections, upon official request, prepared plans and 
specifications. Bids were advertised in October. The contract was awarded to Frederick Kilgus of 
Newark for the sum of $84,053 (Adjutant General 1908:50). Thus, when completed, the new 
armory was state-owned, while the title to the land and that part of the armory building south of 
the line dividing the grill room from the armory proper remained with the trustees of the Essex 
Troop (Essex Troop 1925:26-32). 
 
The last drill was held in the old armory building on October 30, 1907, the day its razing was 
begun. A week later, drill was held in the Orange Riding and Driving Club on Halsted Street, East 
Orange. The saddle room of the new armory was completed on October 14, 1908, and the 
following week, the Troop drilled for the first time in the new ring. The armory officially opened 
in December 1910 with a grand ball (Essex Troop 1925:50-52). 
 
By the 1920s, the inadequacy of the armory became clear. It was estimated that it would cost an 
additional $150,000 to provide adequate facilities (Essex Troop 1925:212). The armory had been 
built for one troop. When Troop C was organized in 1913, it had been altered to provide 
accommodation for the additional troop. During the 1921 reorganization, the third, fourth, and 
fifth units were reorganized and had to be housed, and the Essex Troop stable building was leased 
to provide stable facilities and other space. When Troop F was moved to Newark, the Essex 
Troop arranged to purchase a strip of land north of the armory and finance and construct an 
addition to house the troop (Essex Troop 1925:213-214). Other armory changes at the time 
included the doubling of capacity of the grill room, and the addition of a kitchen in front of the 
building (Essex Troop 1925:216). 
 
Fifty thousand dollars were included in the governor’s budget for fiscal year 1926 for purchase of 
the armory stables. An addition was planned to the rear of the existing building on Bathgate 
Place. The site, which measured 100 by 232 feet, included 13 to 29 Bathgate Place and was 
purchased for $29,500 in January 1926. In 1927, officials advised appropriation of $150,000 for 
an armory addition. In 1929, the Legislature appropriated $75,000 for an addition to the 102nd 
Cavalry Armory (Adjutant General 1929:19).  
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As originally built, the armory’s front elevation adjoined Roseville Avenue (Figure 10). Three 
stories in height and executed in brick and stone, it featured an elaborate central entrance and 
slightly projecting end bays, simulating towers. Its major elevation was topped with a crenellated 
parapet, a detail that harked back to late nineteenth century armory construction. The front of the 
building contained administrative offices and related facilities, while the rear contained the riding 
ring. The riding ring (Figure 11) was a large gabled roof space with a balcony extending along the 
walls. Illumination was provided by incandescent lights, as well as a large metal-framed skylight 
at the apex of the roof. 
 
The Newark Armory has undergone substantial exterior and interior modification since the time 
of its construction. The crenellated parapet façade and the front portion of the building to a depth 
of about 50 feet was removed in the 1960s to permit construction of a gated parking area off 
Roseville Avenue. A new façade and stair tower wall was constructed. This façade wall has a 
gable roof, is sheathed in metal sheets, and is pierced by two ranks of steel-framed window 
openings. The brick stair tower wall contains a ground floor steel door and steel-framed windows 
in the second and third stories. 
 
The Bathgate Place elevation, constructed in the 1920s to match the architectural detailing of the 
earlier Roseville Avenue façade, has also been modified. Some of the original character remains 
evident, but changes include infilling of windows, replacement of doors, rebuilding of the parapet 
to remove crenellation, and removal of a major door surround. This door surround was salvaged 
for use as the Essex Troop monument at the New Jersey National Guard Training Center at Sea 
Girt. 
 
Interior spaces have also undergone major change. New partition walls have been installed, 
ceilings have been dropped, and original fabric removed. Most notably, the riding ring has been 
extensively altered by construction of a concrete block wall that subdivides the space and the 
removal of the balconies.  
 
4.9 PLAINFIELD ARMORY (1201 East Seventh Street) 
 
In 1928, the State Legislature passed an act providing for an authorizing construction of an 
armory at East 7th Street and Leland Avenue in Plainfield. In 1929, the State Legislature 
appropriated $25,000 toward the cost of construction (Adjutant General 1929:19).  
 
According to architectural drawings in the files of DMAVA, the armory was designed by the 
Plainfield architect Alfred M. Korff. Sprague and Slocum of New York were consulting 
mechanical engineers on the project. The initial architectural drawings are dated 1930, although 
the building was not completed until 1932. The building’s design is similar to that of the 
Burlington Armory, erected several years earlier. The armory was constructed to house the 
Headquarters Company of the 44th Division. 
 
The Plainfield Armory is a one- and two-story brick building (Figure 12). Its façade faces 
southeast toward East Seventh Street. The building is divided into two major parts: a front single 
and two-story, flat-roofed, office block; and a rear, single-story, side-gabled drill hall with raised 
basement. 
 
The front office block is divided into three parts, a projecting two-story entrance, and recessed 
flanking, single-story wings. The main entry is elevated, reached by brick and concrete steps. The 
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entry contains replacement, two-leaf, steel and glass doors surmounted by a replacement single-
light transom set within an arched opening. The door surround features flanking pilasters with 
inscribed caps and a prominent lintel with central shield and “N.J.N.G.” inscription. The entrance 
surround is flanked by one-over-one, arrow slit windows, and another such window is placed 
above the surround. The flanking wings are fenestrated with one-over-one, double-hung, sash 
windows with narrow concrete sills and wider concrete lintels. The gable ends are divided into 
bays by brick pilasters with concrete caps and contain paired and groups of three, one-over-one, 
double-hung, sash windows, also with narrow concrete sills and wider concrete lintels. The rear 
elevation features groups of two and three windows with a central double doorway that opens to a 
metal-framed fire escape. 
 
As typical of armories of its period, the central interior space of the building is a gabled roof drill 
hall with exposed metal roof truss. The ends of the drill hall have been divided off by partial 
height sheetrock partitions to form classrooms. This partitioning is reversible. 
 
Most other spaces have a typical level of alterations for armories of its period. Alterations include 
dropped acoustic tile ceilings, simulated wood paneling, and subdivision of some spaces. The 
interior floor plan is basically intact, and most alterations appear to be reversible. 
 
4.10 TEANECK ARMORY (Teaneck Road) 
 
The armory was erected on a 13.66 acre site in Bergen County as the home of the 104th Engineers 
Battalion, New Jersey National Guard (Anonymous 1988). After the 104th disbanded in 1993, the 
armory became home of the 50th, formerly headquartered in Lodi (Davis 2002). 
 
The original drawings of the armory, prepared by prolific armory architects Hugh A. Kelly and 
Louis S. Kaplan, are dated 1936. Construction began on October 26 of that year. The armory was 
completed two years later at a total cost of $950,000. Funded in part by a $475,000 PWA 
appropriation, the construction workers each worked two days per week in order to keep people 
employed as long as possible (Steng 1957, Davis 2002). The armory was officially completed and 
occupied on March 26, 1938 (Adjutant General 1939; Figure 13). 
 
The Teaneck Armory is the second largest historic armory in active use in the state. It is set back 
from the east side of Teaneck Road in the north portion of the community. Its large site also 
includes a later OMS. Designed in the Jacobethan-Tudor Revival style, the building consists of a 
two-story administrative block and a rear drill hall. The administrative block extends the length of 
the west façade and wraps around to the north and south sides of the building. The building is 
constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with concrete detailing. Its west façade incorporates a 
five-part composition with projecting central and end blocks and recessed intermediate blocks. 
The gabled entry pavilion features a two-story pointed arch surround with board and batten doors. 
Originally the end blocks featured crenellated parapets. These have been removed. 
 
Interior spaces of the building retain original or historic details, such as woodwork and fireplaces. 
The drill hall retains its original configuration with stands on both long elevations and raised 
stands along one end wall. Interior alterations have been minor in character. 
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4.11 VINELAND ARMORY (2560 South Delsea Drive) 
 
The Vineland Armory, as numerous others constructed in New Jersey in the 1930s and 1940s, 
was designed by architects Louis S. Kaplan of Trenton and Hugh A. Kelly of Jersey City. The 
commission for the armory was announced in June 1937 (PRERBG 1937). Funding for the 
construction was provided in part by the federal PWA, and the project was assigned PWA project 
number 1369F. 
 
The actual construction process for the armory was prolonged due to difficulties in gathering the 
necessary funding. In June 1940, bids were announced for armory construction. The total amount 
of the selected bids was $178,274. The general construction contract was awarded to Emil Weiler 
of Egg Harbor in the amount of $116,925. Electrical work was awarded to William E. Snell of 
Vineland with a bid of $14,375. Structural steel work was awarded to Trenton Ornamental Iron 
Works with a bid of $23,980, and heating work was awarded to Harry Knecht Company of 
Merchantville with a bid of $12,249. The construction would consist of two parts of the proposed 
three building unit, the two-and-one-half story administrative building and the single story 
garage, paint shop, and store room (Anonymous 1940; Figure 14). The drill hall/gymnasium was 
omitted. 
 
As originally designed, the central administrative building measured 129 feet wide across its 
façade wall. A recessed single story block, 43 feet wide, connected the administrative building to 
the garage. The single story garage block measured 67 feet two inches wide and approximately 
200 feet deep. A future rear garage extension, 77 feet 6 inches deep and 101 feet 10 inches wide, 
was shown in the original plans. A recessed block, 43 feet wide, was shown north of the 
administrative block to connect it to the future drill hall. This drill hall would have measured 97 
feet 10 inches wide and 181 feet 4 inches deep. The total planned length of the building was 380 
feet (Kaplan and Kelly 1938). 
 
The Vineland Armory was one of three Colonial Revival armories designed by Hugh A. Kelly 
and Louis S. Kaplan for the New Jersey National Guard. While the other two, West Orange and 
Morristown, were built around a drill hall/riding ring, funding difficulties resulted in the omission 
of the drill hall from the Vineland Armory. As a result, the planned five-part symmetrical 
composition became asymmetrical with the omission of the north drill hall. 
 
The central administrative portion of the building is an 11-bay, two-and-one-half story, side-
gabled block with a monumental portico extending across most of the width of its east façade 
wall. This portico shelters the central two-leaf main entry doors. These doors, steel-framed, glass 
replacements with a replacement single-light transom set with a broken pediment door surround. 
The doors are flanked by six-over-six, double-hung, replacement windows, and similar windows 
are placed in the second story. Nine gabled dormers project from the front roof slope of the 
administrative block, while ten dormers project from the south roof slope. A hexagonal cupola 
with arched, louvered openings, a belcast roof, and weathervane projects from the center of the 
roof ridge. 
 
The central administrative block is flanked by recessed three bay, single-story, flat-roofed, brick 
connecting blocks. These connecting blocks feature central two-leaf doors set beneath six-light 
transoms and set within bracketed surrounds flanked by single, double-hung, sash windows. The 
south connecting block adjoins a front-gabled, single-story garage block. The east gable end of 
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this garage block features a central steel, rolldown door flanked by paired six-over-six, double-
hung, sash windows. An oculus is placed in the center of the gable peak.  
 
In general, the interior of the building retains a substantial portion of original or historic fabric. 
Remaining interior details include the wood-paneled walls and false boxed beam ceiling of the 
drill/assembly hall; original partition walls, transoms and doors in the administrative suite; and 
the coved plaster ceiling and plaster walls in the attic classroom.  
 
4.12 WEST ORANGE ARMORY (1315 Pleasant Valley Way) 
 
The West Orange Armory was erected to house troops of the Headquarters Detachment, First 
Squadron, 102nd Cavalry and Troop C, 102nd Cavalry. An article in the West Orange Weekly 
Review indicated that in July 1936, plans had been developed for the erection of the armory. The 
final plans were waiting only for a determination of the elevation of Pleasant Valley Way in the 
vicinity. The state appropriated $245,465 toward armory construction (Anonymous 1936b). Later 
that same month, another article indicated that a PWA grant of $200,833 toward a total cost of 
$446,300 had been approved for this purpose. At about the same time, the Essex County Board of 
Freeholders approved the extension of Pleasant Valley Road through to Cedar Avenue 
(Anonymous 1936c). 
 
By February 1937, four of five low construction bids had been approved. Approved bids 
included: Caspar Falco, Elizabeth, general construction ($283,026); Oltmer Iron Works, Jersey 
City, steel construction ($106,982); Frank A. McBride, Paterson, plumbing ($17,976) and heating 
and plumbing ($14,030). The low electrical bid had been rejected as too high (Anonymous 1937). 
The total construction cost was $458,469, and total project cost was $498,757 (Short and Stanley-
Brown 1939:88). 
 
The 220 by 303 foot West Orange Armory was designed by Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan, 
designers of numerous other New Jersey military buildings (Figure 15). Although architectural 
drawings are dated January 1937, the building was not completed until 1938. According to an 
article written after the armory’s completion, it was designed as a “replica” of Mount Vernon 
(McCracken 1947). As originally designed, the armory included a riding ring (Figure 16) and 
stable quarters and administrative section, including garages, machine shops, arms repair shops, 
ammunition magazine, and a four-room apartment on the ground floor (Figure 17). A grill, 
quarters for officers and men, a hayloft, and two rifle ranges were planned for the second floor 
(Anonymous 1936c).  
 
The federal government accepted the building on June 1, 1938, and the state approved it on 
September 1. Immediate occupancy was precluded by the state’s delay in allocating funds for 
furnishings and equipment. The armory was officially completed and occupied on December 15, 
1938 by the 2nd Squadron of the Essex Troop, commanded by Major Donald A. MacGrath, and 
Machine Gun Troop of the 102nd Cavalry, commanded by Captain Alvin Sauer (Anonymous 
1938e; Adjutant General 1939:32). 
 
The West Orange Armory is a two story brick, Colonial Revival building. Its east façade is a 
symmetrical five-part composition with central entry block, flanking wings, and terminating 
cross-gabled end pavilions. The central block features a seven bay monumental portico sheltering 
the three two-leaf main entries set in wood, pedimented gable surrounds. A wood-framed cupola, 
topped with a horse-and-rider weathervane, rises from the center of the roof ridge of this block. 
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The flanking wings are five bays wide and are fenestrated with paired windows, while the end 
pavilions are three bays wide and feature oculi with cardinal point keystones in the gable peak.  
 
The front block of the armory contains the administrative offices and related uses, while an end 
gabled rear block with vertical fenestration contains the present drill hall. As typical of cavalry 
armories of its period, the primary interior space was the riding ring. This ring, with bleachers 
along its west wall, occupied the entire central portion of the armory. The two story block to its 
west wall constructed to house offices, locker rooms, supply rooms, and a central two level lobby. 
The rear portion of the building was designed as stables and a blacksmith shop. The rear stable 
block has been converted to two stories of offices and classrooms. 
 
Although altered, the building retains substantial exterior and interior architectural fabric. 
Exterior window and door openings are intact, although window sashes and some doors have 
been replaced. The portico has been partially rebuilt but retains its original configuration. The 
original cupola remains. In the interior, original and historic details abound, including staircases, 
some floor tiles, wood paneling, crown moldings, and ornamental boxed ceiling beams. The 
riding ring (present drill hall) retains its original configuration and design.  
 
4.13 WESTFIELD ARMORY (500 Rahway Avenue) 
 
The Westfield Armory was erected to house a unit of the Second Squadron, Troop G, 102nd 
Cavalry, one of two New Jersey cavalry troops at the time. In March 1922, the State Military 
Board notified the Union County Treasurer of the location and selection of an armory site in 
Westfield. The 12+ acre tract on Rahway Avenue was purchased by the County Board of 
Freeholders. Bids for the armory were received in October 1925. The armory was officially 
opened in a ceremony held on May 29, 1926. It was designed by Charles Leathem, then State 
Architect of New Jersey. The first major change to the building was an addition to the south side, 
designed by architects Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan. 
 
The one- to three-story building, rectangular in footprint, rests on a raised concrete foundation. 
Constructed of common bond brick, it has a gable roofed drill hall, while the administrative 
portions of the building have a flat, parapeted roof. As originally built, the armory included 
stables, a riding ring, blacksmith shop, and storage for forage, supply rooms, lockers, offices, and 
a grill room. 
 
A three-story tower is located in the southeast corner of the building. The two-leaf main entry 
doors are placed in a slightly projecting entrance. A concrete sidewalk and concrete steps with 
curved concrete cheek walls extend up to the entrance. The metal-framed glass doors are set in a 
deep reveal with a segmental arched cast stone lintel. As shown in a sketch of the armory on the 
dedication program (Figure 18), the doors were originally paneled wood and glass and were 
surmounted by a segmental arched transom. The transom has been enclosed. The entry doors are 
flanked by two false slits formed by recessed brickwork, while three shorter slits are placed above 
the doors. The entrance is crowned by a beveled concrete capstone. 
 
Two arrow slit windows with concrete quoins surrounds are placed on either side of the entrance. 
Similar slit windows flank the double second story windows. The second and third stories are 
fenestrated with paired three-light replacement windows. Each of these windows has a bottom 
hopper sash and upper fixed lights. The second and third floor openings are separated by a 
paneled spandrel and are enclosed in a continuous concrete quoin surround. The upper wall is 
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ornamented with a concrete panel, featuring cross sabers, that is surmounted by a rectangular 
concrete drip lintel. The slightly projecting parapet top is crowned by stone slab capstones. 
 
The southeast end of the northeast façade terminates with a two-story block featuring a projecting 
entry tower. This four bay wide block features a raised concrete foundation and double entry 
doors in its north bay. These doors are reached by concrete steps with concrete cheek walls. Two-
leaf steel doors are surmounted by a narrow transom, set in a segmental arched reveal. The entry 
doors are set within a concrete quoin surround. The three first story windows and four second 
story windows are all placed in concrete quoin surrounds. Second story openings are surmounted 
by a cast stone belt course. The wall is topped by a crenellated parapet featuring concrete 
capstones. 
 
The lower portions of each of the windows have been bricked-in. The upper portion has been 
replaced by four-light, metal-framed windows. The original openings are still defined by brick 
stretcher surrounds with square concrete corners and brick segmental arches. The lower portion of 
the wall consists of a raised concrete foundation and concrete water table. 
 
The northwest elevation is divided into bays by brick pilasters. These bays have groups of three 
first and second story windows. Second story windows are placed in a segmental arched 
surround. 
 
The interior of the armory displays a typical degree of alterations. Typical room alterations 
include drywall partitions and dropped ceilings with fluorescent light fixtures. The former stable 
area has been enclosed and partitioned to form office space. The drill hall (former riding ring) 
remains a single open space and retains balconies along two sides of the space. 
 
4.14 WOODBURY ARMORY COMPLEX (North Evergreen Avenue) 
 
In 1928, the State Legislature appropriated $75,000 for the completion and equipping of an 
armory in Woodbury pursuant to Chapter 18 of the Laws of 1928, providing that the country 
provide the site (Adjutant General 1928:18). 
 
The Woodbury Armory, whose original block measured 95 by 80 feet and cost $76,976.83, was 
begun in 1929. The building was built of brick and contained administrative quarters, a drill shed, 
modern steel lockers for officers and men, and a large store room (Anonymous 1936e). It was 
erected on land secured by the Gloucester County Board of Freeholders and first opened early in 
1931. In its first few months of operation, it had become a popular site for dances and sporting 
events. The new armory was dedicated on March 21, 1931 in a ceremony that began with a 
parade and continued with a dedication address by Senator Francis B. Davis (Anonymous 
1931).The Armory was designed by Woodbury architect Clifford H. Shivers and the office of the 
State Architect. 
 
The Woodbury Armory complex includes the armory itself, a two-story building constructed of 
common bond brick and supported by a raised basement (Figure 19). In basic form, the original 
portion of the armory is similar to the Plainfield Armory. The armory building was substantially 
expanded with a side and rear addition constructed in 1984 and designed by the Trenton firm of 
Boyman, Blanche, Fairdy, Thorne, and Maddish. 
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The armory includes a single-story, flat roofed, brick office block with a gabled roof drill hall 
appended to its rear wall. The office block is divided into three sections, a central taller entry bay 
and lower flanking wings. The entrance, reached by concrete steps, contains two-leaf, steel and 
glass replacement doors. Remaining original elements in the entry pavilion include the stone door 
surround with decorative cornice, the flanking brick pilasters with stone capitals, the stone 
molded cornice, and the stone plaques in the parapet wall, identifying the building as the home of 
the headquarters company, Third Brigade, New Jersey National Guard. The central plaque 
contains an insignia in bas-relief. The lower wall of the entry pavilion is ornamented with three 
brick string courses. 
 
The flanking wings, each three bays wide, are fenestrated with one-over-one, double-hung, 
replacement windows. The walls are capped with a cast stone cornice. The façade wall of the drill 
hall extends for a bay beyond the end of the office block and is recessed from the wall plain of the 
office block. The north gable end of the armory is divided into three parts by pilasters. Paired 
basement and first story windows are placed in the outside bays, while paired windows sheltered 
by a shed hood are placed in the central bay. A large, half-round, louvered vent with ornamental 
keystone is placed in the gable. The vent is also visible in the south gable end, while the lower 
portion of the wall was removed in construction of a two-story, flat-roofed side addition. This 
addition retains the original fenestration pattern and pilasters. The brick-clad addition also 
projects to the rear of the armory, where it steps down in a series of blocks.  
 
Only the original block of the building was viewed. As typical of armories of its period, the 
primary interior space is the drill hall. This space retains its original wood floor and exposed roof 
trusses. The major alteration to the drill hall was partitioning of the gable ends of the space with 
sheetrock partition walls. These changes are reversible. 
 
The remainder of the original portion of the building displays a level of alterations typical of 
armories of its time period. Comparison of the present divisions with those shown in original 
architectural drawings indicates that the original space division of the building remains largely 
intact. 
 
The complex also includes two motor vehicle storage buildings (MVSBs) and an organizational 
maintenance shop (OMS), all designed to standard plans by Kelly and Kaplan. Each of these 
buildings is a single-story in height with end stuccoed end walls divided by brick pilasters and 
longer walls stuccoed and divided into bays by brick piers. Each also features an arched roof. 
Although interior access to each of the buildings was not possible, each appears to retain 
architectural integrity. The major change noted was the replacement of the original OMS vehicle 
doors with modern steel rolldown doors. 
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Eleven facilities were identified during the present investigation as possessing the qualities of 
significance and integrity necessary for NR listing. These facilities include Quarters One at the 
New Jersey National Guard Training Center (Sea Girt), the Atlantic City Armory, the Burlington 
Armory, the Jersey City Armory (previously indicated as eligible in a NJSHPO opinion), the 
Morristown Armory, the Plainfield Armory, the Teaneck Armory, the Vineland Armory 
(previously indicated as eligible in a NJSHPO opinion), the West Orange Armory, the Westfield 
Armory, and the Woodbury Armory complex. 
 
The remaining surveyed properties, the bulk of the New Jersey National Guard Training Center, 
the Freehold OMS, the Lawrenceville Armory Complex, and the Newark (Essex Troop) Armory 
lack the qualities necessary for NR listing due either to lack of significance or lack of integrity. 
 
5.1  NEW JERSEY NATIONAL GUARD TRAINING CENTER 
 
In 1998, a historic district survey form on this property concluded: 
 

….Sea Girt’s ongoing mission as a training facility for the NJARNG and, more 
recently, the New Jersey State Police has compromised the integrity of structures 
older than 50 years located at Sea Girt. The form and architectural characteristics 
of many of the buildings have been so altered that Sea Girt no longer embodies 
distinctive architectural characteristics of its type, period, or method of 
construction. The installation is not associated with an event that has made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of the nation’s history and is not 
associated with the lives of persons significant to our past (Kiernan 1998). 
 

JMA largely concurs with these conclusions. Most of the remaining pre-1954 buildings at Sea 
Girt have been substantially altered in their conversion to new uses and no longer retain 
architectural integrity. Most of those that retain architectural integrity lack historic or 
architectural significance. 
 
The single exception is Quarters One, a five bay, eaves front vernacular Victorian farmhouse. 
Historic research has indicated that Quarters One predates the establishment of the camp/training 
center. It was apparently erected as a tenant house on the Stockton Farm, Robert Field Stockton’s 
shore property that incorporated much of present Sea Girt. As such, it represents a rare surviving 
property type, a nineteenth-century Jersey shore farmhouse.  
 
In addition, during the early years of the National Guard summer camp, the house served 
variously as the quarters for the Quartermaster General and the summer residence of the 
Governor of New Jersey. The latter role ceased in the early twentieth century when a house that 
had been erected at the St. Louis Exposition as the New Jersey pavilion was moved to the site and 
became the Governor’s residence. 
 
Quarters One is recommended eligible for the NR under Criteria A and C. As the original 
Quartermaster General’s residence and later Governor’s residence, Quarters One played a 
significant role in the early history of the Sea Girt National Guard encampment. As a surviving 
and well-preserved nineteenth-century farmhouse, Quarters A is recommended eligible under 
Criterion C as embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type and period of construction. 
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5.2  ATLANTIC CITY ARMORY 
 
Changes to the Atlantic City Armory include the replacement of all original doors and windows. 
A single-story addition was constructed at the rear of the armory in the 1950s. With these 
exceptions, the exterior of the building retains its original appearance and still strongly conveys 
associations with the period of its construction. Although interior changes have been made, 
including installation of dropped ceilings and partition of spaces, the original plan of the building 
is discernable, and substantial original and historic interior fabric remains. Therefore, the armory 
retains the integrity necessary for eligibility. 
 
The armory is recommended eligible for the NR under Criteria A and C. The National Guard 
presence in Atlantic City can be traced back to the time of the Civil War. Since that time, it has 
played an important role in civil defense activities of the city and the Jersey Shore region. The 
armory possesses historic significance under Criterion A as the home of the city’s National Guard 
units since 1929. 
 
Furthermore, the armory possesses significance under Criterion C as exemplifying the 
characteristics of a 1920s cavalry troop armory. The armory retains the integrity necessary to 
convey this significance. The recommended NR boundary is the entire parcel owned by 
DMAVA. This boundary also includes a 1956 OMS, not included in the Scope of Work for the 
present investigation. 
 
5.3  BURLINGTON ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Burlington Armory not eligible 
for the NR due to a loss of architectural integrity and lack of historic significance. Based on the 
present investigation, JMA concludes that the property meets NR criteria. 
 
Survey of the exterior and interior of the building reveals that substantial historic fabric remains. 
Notable exterior fabric includes the front door surround and fanlight and the window frames for 
the arched windows. The exterior of the building still conveys its historic appearance, and, if 
desired, its original appearance could be restored by replacement of the present windows and 
doors with copies of the originals. In the interior, the original space divisions remain, as do 
significant amounts of the original or historic fabric, such as wall and ceiling plaster and doors 
and door surrounds. The major interior space, the drill hall, remains undivided and is still used, 
although some window openings have been covered. In summary, the armory retains integrity of 
design, location, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
The armory is recommended eligible under NR Criteria A and C. The National Guard has been an 
important element of the city’s civil defense from the establishment of the first unit in Burlington 
in 1866. Its importance to Burlington in the 1920s was evidenced by the organization of one-day, 
250th Anniversary celebrations around the armory dedication. The armory continues its role in 
Burlington civil defense and possesses local significance under Criterion A for this role. The 
Burlington Armory is also a well preserved example of a 1920s property type, the single company 
armory. It also possesses local significance under Criterion C. 
 
The recommended NR boundary of the armory includes the extent of the property presently 
owned by DMAVA and includes a later secondary building.  
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5.4  FREEHOLD OMS 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Freehold OMS not eligible for 
the NR due to lack of significance and integrity. JMA concurs with this recommendation. 
 
As noted, early OMSs and MVSBs were erected as sites for storage and maintenance of the 
increasing numbers of National Guard vehicles in the World War II period. This function was 
peripheral to the major function of troop drilling and training undertaken in the armory itself. 
Because of changing funding priorities, the OMS was the only portion of the proposed Freehold 
Armory complex to be erected until the 1960s. After the armory was built, the OMS was 
relegated to a role as a wing of a larger building, and this larger building blocks the view of the 
OMS from S.R. 33. 
 
As a functional building of no architectural distinction, the Freehold OMS lacks the architectural 
significance necessary for NR eligibility under Criterion C. As a secondary building in National 
Guard armory operations, the OMS lacks the historic significance necessary for NR eligibility 
under Criterion A. Limited site-specific research has not revealed any associations that would 
make the building eligible under Criteria B or D. 
 
5.5  JERSEY CITY ARMORY 
 
The Jersey City Armory was indicated as eligible for the NR in an opinion rendered by NJHPO in 
2002 (Appendix III). This opinion was based largely on information contained in the initial 
architectural inventory (CGA 1998). JMA concurs with this opinion. 
 
The Jersey City Armory appears NR eligible under Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the 
armory has played an important role in the twentieth century history of Jersey City. Not only has 
it long been the home of the National Guard in New Jersey’s second largest city, it has also 
functioned throughout its history as an important civic space, hosting events as diverse as 
sporting events, political speeches, charitable fundraisers, dances, and movie shoots. Secondarily, 
it is significant for its association with New Deal economic recovery projects, funded by PWA. 
 
Under Criterion C, the armory is an excellent example of the Gothic Revival style of architecture. 
Its significance is heightened as a representative of a building type: the National Guard armories 
of the 1930s, and as the work of a prominent Jersey City architect, Hugh A. Kelly.  
 
Although interior and exterior changes have been made, these are minor in character and do not 
compromise the building’s eligibility for the NR. Major interior spaces retain their historic 
character and configuration. The appropriate NR boundary for the building is the parcel owned by 
DMAVA. 
 
5.6  LAWRENCEVILLE ARMORY COMPLEX 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) concluded that due to numerous additions and 
alterations, the Lawrenceville Armory lacked the integrity necessary for NR eligibility. It further 
concluded that the subsidiary buildings, the two MVSBs and the OMS, were functional, 
utilitarian buildings, lacking in design significance under NR Criterion C. In the present 
investigation, JMA considered the armory, the OMS, and the two MVSBs as a building complex 
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and evaluated the NR eligibility of the complex. Based on the present investigation, JMA 
concludes that the complex does not meet NR criteria. 
 
The Lawrenceville complex is one of two historic armory complexes in New Jersey with a 
substantially enlarged armory. Unlike the expansion of the Woodbury Armory, the expansion of 
the Lawrenceville Armory was undertaken in a haphazard fashion. Several of the additions were 
designed without consideration of their compatibility with the original design. These additions 
also obscure the original floor plan of the armory. Integrity is further compromised by 
replacement of all windows in the original armory block. 
 
The major space in the armory is the drill hall. The Lawrenceville Armory is one of only two (the 
other being Newark) in which a dropped ceiling has been installed in the drill hall. The space has 
also been divided by enclosure of space along two walls to form offices and classrooms.  
 
Two of the secondary buildings, the OMS and the MVSB1, have been little altered and retain 
architectural integrity. A third secondary building, MVSB2, has undergone major alterations, 
including addition of vehicle doors, replacement of windows, and partitioning of the originally 
undivided interior space. These changes have compromised the architectural integrity of the 
building. 
 
Because of alterations, the Lawrenceville complex no longer possesses integrity of design, 
setting, materials, and feeling. Due to diminution of architectural integrity, the complex is 
recommended not eligible for the NR. 
 
5.7  MORRISTOWN ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Morristown Armory eligible for 
the NP. JMA concurs with this recommendation. 
 
The Morristown Armory is recommended eligible under Criterion A for its historic significance 
as a public building funded in part by a New Deal economic stimulus program. Part of the funds 
used in the construction of the armory were obtained from the federal PWA. 
 
The armory is also recommended eligible under Criterion C as embodying the distinctive 
characteristics of a type and period of construction. It is a well-preserved and finely detailed 
example of a 1930s armory building, and it embodies the distinctive characteristics of the 
Colonial Revival style as used in public buildings of its era. Its significance is heightened as a 
design of Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan, architects of most of the New Jersey National 
Guard buildings erected in the 1930s. 
 
5.8  NEWARK (ESSEX TROOP) ARMORY 
 
The Newark Armory, whose original portion was erected in 1910, is the earliest armory in the 
state remaining in active use. It is also the most altered of DMAVA’s pre-1950 armories. On the 
exterior, the original Roseville Avenue façade wall has been removed, and the Bathgate Place 
elevation extensively altered. The Roseville Avenue front of the armory has been moved back 
approximately 50 feet. The original brick and stone crenellated parapet façade wall has been 
replaced by a gabled roof wall, sheathed in metal sheet and pierced with two ranks of modern, 
steel-framed windows. 
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Much of the interior has also been extensively modified. The most significant changes were made 
to the principal interior space, the riding ring. Now used for vehicle storage, the original dirt floor 
has been paved. More significantly, the balconies that originally projected from the walls have 
been removed, the single space has been subdivided with a permanent concrete block wall, and a 
dropped ceiling has been installed in half the space. 
 
Although the armory is notable as the historic home of the Essex Troop, the leading cavalry troop 
in New Jersey, its significance has been fatally compromised by extensive exterior and interior 
modifications. The building no longer retains the necessary integrity to be eligible for the NR. 
 
5.9  PLAINFIELD ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Plainfield Armory eligible for 
the NR. JMA concurs with this recommendation. 
 
The Plainfield Armory, one of several surviving historic single company armories still in 
DMAVA ownership, was the last one-company armory to be constructed in New Jersey prior to 
U.S. involvement in World War II. 
 
Changes to the exterior of the armory include replacement of the original windows and the 
original board and batten doors. Changes to the interior of the armory include sheathing of some 
walls in imitation wood paneling, partitioning of originally larger spaces, and installation of 
dropped acoustic tile ceilings with flush fluorescent light fixtures. Most of these changes are 
reversible. These changes do not compromise the architectural integrity of the building. 
 
The Plainfield Armory embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type of construction, a pre-
World War II single company armory. It appears to possess the necessary significance for NR  
eligibility. The recommended NR boundary for the property is the entirety of the parcel owned by 
DMAVA. This parcel also includes a 1950 OMS, not included in the Scope of Work for the 
present investigation. 
 
5.10  TEANECK ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Teaneck Armory eligible for 
the NR. JMA concurs with this recommendation.  
 
The Teaneck Armory appears eligible under Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the armory has 
played an important role in the twentieth century history of Teaneck. Not only has it long been 
the home of the National Guard in the community, it has also functioned throughout its history as 
an important civic space, hosting events as diverse as dog shows, sporting events, political 
speeches, concerts, music tour rehearsals, and movie shoots. Secondarily, it is significant for its 
association with New Deal economic recovery projects funded by PWA. 
 
Under Criterion C, the armory represents an excellent example of the Jacobethan-Tudor Revival 
style of architecture. Its significance is heightened as a representative of a building type: the 
National Guard armories of the 1930s, and as the work of the prominent 1930s partnership of 
Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. Kaplan, who designed nearly all the National Guard’s buildings of 
the period. 
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Although the building has undergone minor alterations, it retains substantial exterior and interior 
historic architectural fabric. Major interior spaces retain their historic character and configuration. 
The appropriate NR boundary for the property is the entirety of the property. This boundary 
includes the armory and the later OMS. 
 
5.11  VINELAND ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the armory eligible for the NR. In 
2003, the NJHPO concurred with this recommendation (Appendix III). Based upon additional 
research and fieldwork, JMA also concurs with this recommendation. 
 
The Vineland Armory is recommended eligible under Criterion A for its historic significance as a 
public building funded in part by a New Deal economic stimulus program. Part of the funds used 
in the construction of the armory were obtained from the federal PWA. 
 
The armory is also recommended eligible under Criterion C as embodying the distinctive 
characteristics of a period of construction. The armory is a finely detailed and well-preserved 
example of Colonial Revival public architecture, designed by the architects of most of the New 
Jersey National Guard facilities erected in the 1930s and early 1940s, Hugh A. Kelly and Louis S. 
Kaplan. 
 
5.12  WEST ORANGE ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the armory eligible for the NR. 
JMA concurs with this recommendation. 
 
Under Criterion A, the armory possesses historic significance for its association with the New 
Deal’s PWA. It was one of several armories erected in the state during the 1930s that were 
partially funded by PWA. 
 
Under Criterion C, the armory possesses significance as embodying the distinctive characteristics 
of a style. Its design, based loosely on the riverside elevation of George Washington’s estate, 
Mount Vernon, is a finely detailed example of Colonial Revival architecture. The exterior retains 
its basic organization and significant portions of its fabric, while the interior retains its original 
plan, much of its ornamentation, and substantial portions of its fabric. Its significance is 
heightened because it is one of several armories of the period designed by architects Hugh A. 
Kelly of Jersey City and Louis S. Kaplan of Trenton. 
 
The appropriate boundary for the property is the entirety of the parcel owned by DMAVA and 
includes the armory, a MVSB (1958), a CSMS (1958), and an OMS (1977). None of these 
additional buildings was included in the Scope of Work for the present investigation. 
 
5.13  WESTFIELD ARMORY 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Westfield Armory eligible for 
the NR. JMA concurs with this recommendation. 
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The Westfield Armory is recommended eligible under Criterion C as embodying the distinctive 
characteristics of a type of construction, the twentieth century cavalry armory. Typical of such 
armories, the riding ring is the predominant interior space with adjoining spaces for offices and 
other administrative functions and stables. The riding ring (now drill hall) retains architectural 
integrity. The armory is also significant under Criterion C as a well-executed example of a Gothic 
Revival public building of the 1920s. The recommended NR boundary for the property includes 
the entirety of the parcel owned by DMAVA. This parcel also includes a 1949 OMS, which was 
not included in the Scope of Work for the present investigation. 
 
5.14  WOODBURY ARMORY COMPLEX 
 
The initial architectural inventory (CGA 1998) recommended the Woodbury Armory not eligible 
for the NR due to changes in its overall form, plan and design. The subsidiary buildings, an OMS 
and two MVSBs, were all described as functional, utilitarian buildings that did not possess 
individual design significance. Based on the present investigation, the complex appears to meet 
NR criteria. 
 
The earlier recommendation appears to have been due in large part to the effect of the 1984 
addition on the armory, an addition that roughly doubled the size of the building. In designing this 
addition, the architects were sensitive to the original building. The façade wall of the addition 
continues the existing wall plane and cornice height, thus reducing its obtrusiveness. The south 
side wall of the addition reflects the fenestration pattern and the bay divisions of the wall it 
replaces and retains the view of the gable peak of the drill hall. The rear section of the addition is 
stepped down to avoid dominating the original armory block. 
 
Alterations to the exterior of the armory block are typical of those made to other armories of its 
period and include replacement of windows and doors and construction of a small north addition. 
The original character of the exterior remains discernable. As noted, the interior displays a typical 
level of alterations. The original floor plan remains clear, and the partitioning of the ends of the 
drill hall is reversible. 
 
The significance of the complex is heightened by the survival of each of its three World War II-
era subsidiary buildings, two MVSBs and an OMS. Together these buildings convey the 
appearance and feeling of a World War II era armory complex. 
 
The Woodbury Armory complex is recommended eligible for the NR under Criterion C as 
embodying the characteristics of a type, a single company pre-World War II armory with World 
War II subsidiary buildings erected to accommodate the increased numbers of vehicles allotted to 
the National Guard during the war years. The recommended National Register boundary of the 
property is the entirety of the parcel owned by DMAVA. 
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