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Highlands streams provide area jobs
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By JAN BARRY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands water lets Budweiser tickle the taste bud. It's the creek in the Mountain Creek Waterpark. And it
has floated the Gold Coast development boom.

More than 100,000 North Jersey businesses, employing more than 1 million people, rely on the flow of
Highlands streams. Yet no one seems to be looking out for their interests amid dire warnings of overstressed
water supplies.

As the Highlands Council crafts a regional master plan to protect water-generating areas of the mountain
region, it has yet to reach out to downstream water users. And, in turn, it has heard litle from commercial
water users.

Conducting its own spot survey, The Record found an apparent lack of concern among companies about the
vital resource coming out of their taps. Representatives of several companies in downstream towns said they
had no opinion about the master plan because -- incorrectly -- they didn't think their water supplies came from

the Highlands.

Even businesses in the seven-county Highlands seem uncertain about plans to preserve the water in their

back yards.

"What's going on with this regional plan?" Greg Zaccardi, president of High
Point Brewing Co. in Butler, asked last week as he brewed beer made with
Highlands water that comes from a local reservoir.

"Our business is 95 percent water, so it's a crucial ingredient," said
Zaccardi, estimating it takes 5 gallons of water to make a gallon of beer.
He said he specifically set up his business in the Highlands because of
water quality.

"The rock formation produces soft water," he said. "That's very good for
brewing beer."

That's true not only for small brewmasters like Zaccardi, who bottles about
1,500 gallons of Ramstein beer a week.

Anheuser-Busch's Newark plant annually produces 7.5 million barrels of
Budweiser and other beer. It has publicly praised the "fresh, pure water
from the Wanaque Reservoir to our Newark brewery."

In drumming up support for the Highlands Water Protection and Planning
Act of 2004, state Sen. Bob Smith, chairman of the Senate Environment
Committee, argued that pristine Highlands water is essential for
businesses.

"Along with being the source of drinking water for more than 4 million
people," Smith said, "the New Jersey Highlands also plays a crucial role in
the commercial success of the Garden State."

Fast facts

Sampler of North Jersey
businesses that use
water from the Wanaque
Reservoir and other
Highlands reservoirs
and streams:

* Anheuser-Busch,
Newark

* Bayonne Military
Ocean Terminal
redevelopment projects

» Bethwood Caterers,
Totowa

+ Colgate-Palmolive,
Morristown

* Drake's Bakery,






