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Bulbmitted

team advances in

Consumer Bowl competition

By DAWN M. KOSKO

GALLOWAY TOWNSHIP
— Is “phishing” a sport or an
Internet scam? Is “spam”
something you eat or unso-
licited bulk email? In what
perind of time do businesses
need o honor gifi cards’!

Adlantic County high school
students from Absegami, Orak-
crest and Egg Harbor Town-
ship knew the answers to these
questions and more during
the 13th Annual MNew Jersey
Dvivision of Consumer Affairs
High School Consumer Bowl,
held at Absegami High School
Feh, 4,

Absegami’s team won the
Atlantic County title with 95
points, surpassing Oakcrest's
6} points and Egg Harbor
Township’s 33 poinis, Abse-
gami will advance (o its secomd
Southern Regional Competi-
tion in six years. It will be
held during the first week of
April, and the winner there
will advance to a statewide
event in Trenton.

The Absegami team, ¢om-
prised of seniors Teddy Acca-
rdi and Jack Eothman, juniors
Alex WolfT and Matalie Simon,
and sophomore Andy Chang,
comectly answered questions
focusing on consumer law and
protection in this academic
competition sef in a guiz-show
format, The team is coached
by business education teacher
Dawn Kosko,

Eobent Howie, director of
the Atlantic County Office of
the Division of Consumer Af-
fairs, made opening remarks
at the competition, incloding
thanking Absegami for being
the host school, congramlating
Oakerest on its 2008 Southern
Regional Consumer Bowl title,
and welcoming Egg Harbor
Township to its first ever Con-
sumer Bowl.

In a printed message on
the compelition’s program,
David Szuchman, director of
the Division of Consumer Af-
fairs, said "with the nation's
economy making headlines
every day, the importance of

knowing Mew Jersey's ¢on-
sumer protection laws is more
vital than ever. Bailouts, bank-
ruptcies and business closures
affect our state's 8.6 million
COnsumers,”

Cuestions at the competi-
tion were posed by moderator
Faith Clement, investigator
with the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs. Judges,
a referee, a timekeeper and
scorekespers came from vari-
ons consumer affairs offices
throughout the state, including
Atlantic County, Gloucester
County, Cape May County
and the Division of Weights
and Measures,

Al the conclusion of the
event, Howie congratulated
all of the feams on a job well
done and encouraged the par-
licipanis to continee (o become
well-informed consumers.

The Egg Harbor Township
team included sdents Martthew
Stirm, Jonathan Spears, Phung
Meunyen, AdamVarvaro and Tay-
lor Barling, and eacher/advisor
Kimbery DeMaggio.

The Oakcrest team included
studenis Michael Henry, Za-
kiy Powell, Michael Warrener
and Matthew Wamener, and
teacher/advisor Stacey Cul-
lemy,

“The Consumer Bowl is an
excellent real-life application
10 academic information siu-
dents will use in the fulure,”
Culleny said.

The Mew Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs introduced
the New Jersey High School
Consumer Bowl in 1997 as a
statewide competition to edu-
cate ieenagers about consumer
issues that they may Fface in the
foture. By 2001 the competi-
tion had registered 94 schools
im 20 counties o participate.

For information on how
you can protect yourself from
frawd and educate yourself on
a number of consumer issoes,
see the Division of Consumer
AfTairs website al werw.state.
nj.us/lpsfca/,

Pawn M. Kosho Is a busl-
ness teacher af Absegami High
School,




