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June 20, 2007

Honorable Stuart Rabner
Attorney General

Hughes Justice Complex
PO Box 080

Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Re: Trooper Il Robert Rasinski #5773 Accident Inquiry
Dear General Rabner:

On April 12, 2007, Trooper II Robert Rasinski #5773, NISP Executive Protection Unit (EPU),
was transporting Governor Jon Corzine and his aide, Samantha Gordon, in the lead vehicle of a
two vehicle motorcade, proceeding northbound on the Garden State Parkway in Galloway
Township, Atlantic County. Governor Corzine was actively engaged in official state business.
Trooper 1T Rasinski’s vehicle was being followed by the Detail Supervisor, Sgt. James Ryan
#5312 and Trooper Erin Smith #6153. Trooper I Rasinski’s vehicle was involved in a collision
in the left hand lane with another vehicle, after that vehicle had taken its own evasive action to
avoid impact with a third vehicle that had reentered the roadway from the right shoulder. This
collision caused Trooper I Rasinski to take evasive action which resulted in the vehicle leaving
the roadway, then rotating perpendicular to the roadway and. finally, coming to rest after
impacting a guard rail adjacent to the left shoulder of the roadway.

The accident investigation was conducted by NISP technical experts assigned to the Fatal
Accident Investigation Unit (FAIU). On April 30, 2007, the Motor Vehicle Accident and Pursuit
Review Board (MVAPRB) convened with the additional input of Ms. Kathleen Wiechnik, State
Ethics Commission, who served as a fully participating and voting member. At that time, the
MVAPRB reviewed the results of the FAIU investigation in an effort to determine whether this
accident should be considered “preventable™ or “non-preventable.”

To aid in their determination, the MVAPRB requested that the Office of Professional Standards
(OPS) conduct an inquiry comparing the actions of the EPU detail members against accepted
EPU policies, protocols, and training. The MVAPRB requested this additional inquiry after
affirming FAIU findings that the Rasinski-operated vehicle was traveling well in excess of the
posted speed limit with its emergency lights activated in the seconds preceding the accident. The
OPS conducted its inquiry and provided an executive summary of its findings to the MVAPRB.






