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State of New Jersey

New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology

SBIR Bridge Grant Program

Guidelines & Instructions
The purpose of the SBIR Bridge Grant program is to increase the success and maximize the growth of small New Jersey companies in moving from Phase I to Phase II.  And, to support New Jersey’s technology industry by awarding grants to entrepreneurs who have submitted a Phase II SBIR/STTR application and have been identified as potential Phase II awardees.

The NJCST Bridge Grant Program provides $50,000 grants to sustain small businesses through the funding gap that occurs between completions of the Federal Phase I SBIR/STTR grants and the initiation of a Phase II SBIR/STTR award.  

Timetable for required submissions:

Complete applications will be accepted on a rolling basis.
Background
The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and the Small Business Technology Transfer Program (STTR) programs are highly competitive three-phase award programs, which provides qualified small business concerns with opportunities to propose innovative ideas that meet the specific research and development needs of the Federal Government. SBIR funds the critical start-up and development stages and encourages the commercialization of the technology, product, or service, which in turn stimulates the New Jersey economy.

The federal SBIR/STTR programs are divided into the following three phases of incremental funding:

Phase I is the start-up phase.  Awards of up to $100,000 for approximately six months support exploration of the technical merit or feasibility of an idea or technology.
Phase II awards of up to $1,000,000, for as long as two years, expand Phase I results.  During this time, the R&D work is performed and the developer evaluates commercialization potential.  Only a Phase I award winner is considered for Phase II.

Eligibility

Principal Investigator

To be awarded a grant, the primary employment of the Principal Investigator must be with the Lead Company at the time of the application and during the conduct of the proposed research. Primary employment means that no less than 30 hours per week is spent in the employment of the Lead Company during the conduct of the project and no more than 19 hours per week spent in the employment of another organization.

In order to be eligible for a NJCST Bridge Grant, all of the following must apply:
· Received Phase I award no more than 2 years prior to the Bridge Grant application submission date 
· Received Phase II award no more than 1 years prior to the Bridge Grant application submission date 

· Have submitted a Phase II SBIR/STTR application to a federal agency, and: 

· Have been invited by the federal granting agency to negotiate for Phase II (applicant is in financial negotiation stage of the award process*)
· Have received no more than 10 federal SBIR’s previously
· Principal place of business is NJ
· 75% of employees live and work in NJ
· Total revenue, of this company and all subsidiaries, is less than $10 million dollars
· Minimum of one full time employee
· Upon receiving Bridge Grant, applicant company must agree to operate in NJ for no less than 1 year
· Company must be registered with the State of New Jersey Division of Revenue. If not registered you can do so at http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/revenue/index.html
* The Federal Agency will then send a letter to the SBIR applicant stating that “your proposal is being considered for funding.”  This letter should be on official letterhead and will serve as “the official letter of intent to negotiate” a Phase II award.

Amounts Available

The NJCST Bridge Grant Program will award funds to New Jersey businesses up to a maximum of $50,000.  Only one application per business will be accepted for the grant. 

Preference will be given to those companies who:
· Have never received a Phase II SBIR award

· Have never received an SBIR Bridge Grant from the Commission on Science and Technology
Application
The application packet must contain:
· The attached application 
· A summary budget (format attached)
· A copy of the award letter from a federal agency notifying the recipient of the Phase I SBIR/STTR award

· A copy of the Phase II proposal/application cover letter/sheet

· A copy of the official letter of intent to negotiate a Phase II award (the official letter of intent must be on agency letterhead and must dictate that you are being considered for Phase II funding)
· A numbered list of all previous SBIR awards (Phase I, II) from all federal granting agencies
· A brief work plan (no more than five pages)
· A simple Gantt chart showing the proposed milestones
· Verification of annual revenue 
· The attached Eligibility and Disclosures Form
· A Public Project Description in plain lay language of the proposed project and company. Do not include proprietary or confidential information because, if the application is funded, this information will be made public.
· The attached application affidavit with notary

Application Submission

Send the original signed copy of the Application and the complete Grant Proposal on a CD in PDF format to the Commission at the address below.

Overnight:

New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology

SBIR Bridge Grant Program

10 South Montgomery Street 

Trenton, NJ 08625

U.S. Postal Service:

New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology

SBIR Bridge Grant Program

P.O. Box 832

Trenton, NJ 08625

NOTE: Incomplete applications on the due dates may result in the proposal not being reviewed or considered. PowerPoint presentations will NOT be accepted as part of the application package.

For Additional Information

Please contact the New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology at (609) 984-1671 or njcst@scitech.state.nj.us.
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