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Introduction

Some basics about the courts



Lower Courts

Justice of the Peace Courts (JP Court)
Local lowest level civil and criminal

Courts of Small Causes
A different version of JP courts

Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace
County-wide



Lower Courts

Inferior Court of Common Pleas
County Civil Court. Higher than JP, they met at the Quarter Session of the Peace

Court of Oyer and Terminer (O&T Court)
County Criminal Court. Higher than JP, they met at the Quarter Sessions.

Orphan’s Court, or Surrogate’s Court
County Probate Court



Higher Courts

Colony or State-Wide Jurisdiction

Supreme Court
The source for today’s cases

Chancery Court
Equity Court — topic for another day

Court Error and Appeals
Appellate Court of last resort —topic for a way far another day



Supreme Court Jurisdiction

Serious property matters (including real estate)
Appeals (from JP, O&T and Common Pleas Court)
Execution of writs from Chancery Court (especially Replevins!)

Execution of prerogative writs (Habeas Corpus!)



Prerogative Writs

Special orders issued by the court for demonstrated cause

Writ of Certiorari

Appeals ordered when the lower court ruling is “unsafe”
Why there are lower court materials are in Supreme Court files

Habeas Corpus
Literally “Produce the Body”.

Used to force a party, sometimes a lower court or official, sometimes a private

person (such as in cases of freedom) to bring a person to court so they may be
heard!

It is a pillar of our judicial system and an essential right.



Officials at the Supreme Court

Chief Justice and several Associate Justices.

Upwards of three or more in the colonial and early states period.

Regularized to between three and four by 1838.



Officials of the Supreme Court

Clerk of the Supreme Court
The main records keeper

Attorney General
Prosecutor on behalf of the Crown, and the State

Attorneys
Representing plaintiffs and defendants



Other Court Officials

Sheriffs
County elected official who executed orders from the Supreme Court

They also presided over Inquisitions to determine damages in civils suits
at the county level

Constables

Local elected officials appointed to officiate at court, summon witnesses,
secure the jury



Other Court Officials

cCoroners

Elected officials who presided of Inquisitions of the Dead.
Also jurisdiction in place of Sheriff when he is the defendant in the case.

Jurors

Grand Juries
Convened to return indictments in criminal cases.

Petty Juries
Convened to determine guilt after an indictment has been returned.
In civil inquisitions, to determine damages after fault has been determined.
Twelve members on Petty Jurys was the ideal; frequently they adjudicated with less.



Where and when the Supreme Court met

Regular Sessions met quarterly

Before the Revolution

Twice yearly at Perth Amboy
Twice yearly at Burlington

During the Revolution
Evidence suggests they met where they could

After 1782
Quarterly sessions were held at Trenton



Circuit Court

Supreme Court Justices rode Circuit

In between regular quarterly sessions, visiting the General Courts of Quarter
Sessions to convene at O&T sessions and other matters

Oyer and Terminer Court, required the presence of at least one Supreme Court
Justice, and two local judges of Common Pleas

When the Supreme Court was in session cases before County O&T Courts could be
held there

This is why the Minute books and our Case files sometimes
Include criminal proceedings from O&T



Case Types

Civil (most common)
Debt

| gave him money and he owes it back!

Trespass on the Case
He owes me money because | did... for him!

Trespass & Ejectment
He’s on my land and he doesn’t belong!



Case Types
Civil (special interest to us)

Replevin

He took my stuff and | want it back!
Detinue

He has my stuff, maybe he got it legally, but things change!
Trover and Conversion

I “lost” my property, he “found” it and now won’t give it back!

Breach of Covenant
Your basic breach of contract.

Orders of Removal

Issued by JPs at the request of Overseers of the Poor — Get this poor needy soul out
of my yard!

Trespass
Real damage to land — He cut my trees!



Case Types
Criminal

Larceny, burglary and all types of theft

Murder, manslaughter, chance medley and other types of Killing
Assault and battery

Rape

Arson

Forgery and fraud... etc. etc. etc.



Court Records
Record Books

Minute Books
Account Books
Dockets
Registers

Books of Judgments and Executions.

Sometimes there are indexes created by the clerks to track cases.



Court Records
Court Papers

All types of Writs (basically everything is a writ)
Depositions and Documents entered into evidence
Jury lists and Court costs

Accounts of property seized (!)

Bonds (!) (Recognizance, Balil, Surety)

Other things



Dictionary!

Black’s Law Dictionary. Black, Henry Campbell, ed.
Fourth Edition. [or earlier] (West Publishing Co.: St. Paul, MN, 1951)



Supreme Court Minute Book A, November
1704 — November 1715

1705-1706: The Queen v. Negro Jack, for killing a child.

1710-1711: The Queen v. Frank, a Negro Slave, for rape.

1711: The Queen v. Negro Jack, apparently recharged for the
earlier offense.



Supreme Court Minute Book A. November 1704 — November 1715. Page 21

November 8, 1705. Supreme Court at Perth Amboy.
Chief Justice Roger Mompesson presiding

A Negro called Jack, is accused of killing a child.
Mr. Gordon [Attorney] moves for the Coroner to convene a new
Inquest, the earlier inquest being imperfect.



Supreme Court Minute Book A. November 1704 — November 1715. Page 23

May 8, 1706. Supreme Court at Burlington. :l|>

Mr. Nicolls moves that the appearance of Negro Jack might
be entered, and that his Recognizance be continued until the
next Supreme Court.




Supreme Court Minute Book A. November 1704 — November 1715. Page 34

December 9, 1706. Supreme Court at Perth Amboy. :

The Grand Jury returns the Indictment against Negro Jack. Ignoramus.
Motion of Mr. Nicols that Negro Jack might be discharged. Proclamation
was made and no person appearing against the said Negro Jack. Order

that he be discharged paying his fees.



Supreme Court Minute Book A. November 1704 — November 1715. Page 93

November 10, 1710.
Supreme Court at Perth
Amboy.

Indictment against a Negro
Slave called Frank for a rape
on the body of Abigall
Dennis. Being called he
pleaded Not Guilty.

Petty Jury called over and
sworn and several evidences
sworn. The Chief Justice
summed up the evidence.
The panel is secured by the
Constable. Court adjourned
for one half hour.

The court reconvenes. The prisoner is set to the bar. The jury is asked and
agrees they find Negro Frank Not Guilty. Jury is Discharged. Ordered that the
Prisoner be kept in Close Custody till the fees are paid.



Supreme Court Minute Book A. November 1704 — November 1715. Page 98

June 15, 1711. Supreme Court at Burlington.
Retrial of Negro Jack [same charge?]

Negro Jack is called and pleads Not Guilty. The evidence being the
same as in the former trial, the Chief Justice summed up. Without
going from the bar the Jury found the Indictment Not Guilty.



Slave Revolts and Conspiracys

1712 — New York Slave Revolt —British Province of New York

1741 — New York Conspiracy — British Province of New York



Supreme Court Case Files
1708 — 1740



Case # 48020

November 7, 1708. Somerset County.
William Hooper (Esquire) v. Peter Sonmans
Replevin.

For the return of one Negro woman named
Dinah and her child, Nan, taken by Peter
Sonmans of Perth Amboy, “against gages and
promises”, from Hoopers Farm on the south
side of Raritan River on July 31, 1707, and
damage, £500.

The phrase “gages and promises” indicates a
contract, possibly for purchase or for
exchange of goods or services, but it is likely
boiler plate.




Case # 48019

November 7, 1708. Middlesex County
Daniel Hooper and Robert Lettis Hooper v. Peter [
Sonmans

Trover and Conversion.
A Negro Man called Jack.

October 1, 1707, at the town of Amboy, Daniel Hooper
and Robert Lettis Hooper were possessed of one Negro
Man called Jack, of the price of £100 current money of
New York.

On the same day the said Daniel and Robert Lettis the
said Negro man out of their hands and possession did
casually loose, which said negro man so lost
afterwards, to wit, November 1, 1707, at the place
aforesaid to the hands and possession of the said Peter
[Sonmans] by finding did come.



Case # 21081*
November 30, 1711. Monmouth County.

The Queen v. Benjamin VanClive (Slave owner
of Negro Sam)

Recognizance.

£80 to guarantee the appearance of Negro Sam :>
before the Court of Oyer and Terminer.



Case # 14470*

August 20, 1714. Middlesex County.
Thomas Gordon v. Charles Morgan
Trespass (for harvesting hay)

On August 23, 1711, Charles Morgan, with his
Negro Slave Jamie, is accused of illegally
harvesting hay, to the value of £5, and
committing other damage, on meadows at
Amboy, lying between the branches of
Cheesequakes Creek, to the Damage £10, money
of the province.

The fact that Jamie is referred to specifically in
the complaint indicates he may have been called
as a witness. The surviving records do not say.



Case # 10411
May 17, 1718. Middlesex County.

John Dunn (of New York City) v. Thomas
Husk (of Amboy)

Breach of Covenant.
On the sale of a certain Negro man named
Waggey, for £50 current money of the

Province of New York.

Notations at the bottom names May Bickley
as Attorney.



Case # 21080*

March 6, 1725/1726. Middlesex County.

The King v. Colleman, a Negro man

Recognizance.

£40 to guarantee the appearance of Colleman before
the Supreme Court, May 3, 1726.

“To answer to what shall be objected against him on

His Majesty’s behalf”: indicating a criminal
proceeding. Jacob Oakie is his surety.



Case # 9479

May 15, 1728. Bergen County.

Peter Demarest v. Richard Ashfield

Replevin [or Trespass on the Case].

Richard Ashfield, Gentleman, on May 15, 1727, at
Bergen, took one Negro man Slave named Wan, and

him unjustly detains against sureties and pledges.

Damages, £200.

—)



Case # 9489**

May 15, 1728. Bergen County.

David Demarest v. Richard Ashfield

Replevin [or Trespass on the Case].

Richard Ashfield, Gentleman, on May 15, 1727, at
Bergen, took one Negro boy Girl named Jenny, and

him unjustly detains against sureties and pledges.

Damages, £200.

—



Case # 9489*

May 15, 1728. Bergen County.

David Demarest Jr. v. Richard Ashfield

Replevin [or Trespass on the Case].

Richard Ashfield, Gentleman, on May 15, 1727, at

Bergen, took one Negro boy Slave named Claes, and [

him unjustly detains against sureties and pledges.

Damages, £200.



Case # 17871
1729. Monmouth County.

Robert Hunter (late Governor of New Jersey) v.
Johannes Smock (Surety for Obadiah Bowne,
deceased, late Executor of Captain John Bowne)

Rejoinder in Debt on Bond (from 1719)
deceased, late Executor of Captain John Bowne;

for money owed Stephen Delancey, Peter
Barberie, and John Moore.

On a £10,000 surety bond for Obadiah Bowne, [

In a pages-long list of creditors on the estate is
Negro Peter, owed £1.8s.0d. For what? It does
not say.



Case # 41320
September 28, 1734

Adam Hude, Henry Freeman, John Heard and
Richard Cutler (Justices of the Peace, of
Woodbridge) v. Janna Payne

Disorderly House.

For serving of liquor on Sunday, May 26, 1734,
and disturbing the peace, £0.10s fine; and
Contempt of Court, for refusing to appear before
the Justices.

The papers include several depositions
[affirmations] offered by the good people of
Woodbridge.

John Hamilton is the Commissioner for taking
Bails and Affidavits.




Case # 41320

September 28, 1734

Page 1 of sworn testimony.

Including that of Benjamin Bloomfield, who
reports that “he saw the aforesaid Janna Payne

Play at Cards with Black Frank Bunn, A Negroe,
and Nehemiah Moores”...



1750 - 1760



Case # 41885
June 27, 1750. Burlington County.

Overseers of the Poor of Chesterfield Township v.
Overseers of the Poor of North Hanover Township

Appeal on an Order of Removal (for Peter, "an old :'>
Negro man")



Case # 21074~*

June 28, 1750. Morris County.

King v. a Mallatto Woman called Hannah
Indictment for Assault and Battery.

On June 28, 1750 at New Hannover, A Mallato woman called Hannah is accused of assaulting

Elizabeth Crane. U



Case # 21074*

June 28, 1750. Morris County.

King v. a Mallatto Woman called Hannah
Verso of Indictment

Shows the Jury foreman, the ruling of the jury, the
evidences (witnesses) and the plea of the defendant.



Case # 36922

September 1, 1750.
Somerset County.

Rachel Stockton
(Widow and Relict
of Samuel
Stockton) v.
Andrew McMackin

Replevin.

—

Based on the form of the writ, as well as the status of Widow Stockton, this was probably issued from
Chancery Court.

Returnable to the Supreme Court in Burlington, the Sheriff of Somerset County is ordered to reclaim a
variety of household goods, and “one Negro wench called Pegg”, against pledges of prosecution.



Case # 21190
December 31, 1751. Morris County.
The King v. Daniel Roberts

Felony [Murder]
or Chance Medley [Homicide by
“chance affray” or “misadventure”]

In the death of Phillis, his Negro
Wench.

Daniel Roberts savagely beat Phillis
on December 8, 1751, and she
subsequently died of exposure, on
December 20. 1751.

This is the Order to remand Daniel
Roberts to custody.

Signed by Justice of the Peace Jacob
Ford



Case # 21190

December 31, 1751. Morris County.
The King v. Daniel Roberts

Felony Murder or Chance Medley.
Recognizance £30, for Gifford [or
Gilbert] Heady and John Marsh to give
evidence at the next Court of Oyer and
Terminer on behalf of the King

concerning the death of Philis.

Jacob Ford, Justice of the Peace



Case # 21190

December 31, 1751. Morris County.
The King v. Daniel Roberts

Felony Murder or Chance Medley.

Daniel Roberts stands charged with
beating abusing and hardly using
Phillis his negro wench by which hard
usage it is said the said philis is frozen
and now dead." The initial incident
occurred on December 8, 1751 and
continued through December 20,
when Phillis died.

This is the earliest murder indictment
thus far found in the collection for an
enslaver killing a slave.

Indictment, full view.

i1 11

|



Case # 21190. January 2, 1752. Morris County. The King v. Daniel Roberts. Indictment Part 1.

|

|



Case # 21190. January 2, 1752. Morris County. The King v. Daniel Roberts. Indictment Part 2.

=)
=)



Case # 21190. January 2, 1752. Morris County. The King v. Daniel Roberts. Indictment part 3.



Case # 21190.
January 2, 1752. Morris County.
The King v. Daniel Roberts.

Verso of the Indictment shows the Grand jury
returned:

Billa Vera. Samuel Swayze. Foreman.

Evidences (Witnesses)
Gilbert [Heady] and John [Marsh]

Roberts plead Not Guilty.

Attorney General, [Joseph] Warrell



Case # 21379**
March 1752. Middlesex County. The King v. Joseph Taylor
Indictment for Forgery.

On August 25, 1751, at Woodbridge, for creating a false certificate in the name of William Brown, master of
Closs, a Negro slave, verifying that a certain horse belonged to Closs, which he could thereby sell.



Case # 20451*

December 27, 1753. Middlesex County.

The King to the Sheriff of Middlesex [

Affidavit answering a writ of Habeas Corpus

Submitted in support of the imprisonment of a Negro
fellow named Tom, belonging to Samuel Baron, signed by
three Justices of the Peace.

On December 19, 1753, Thomas Haden swore a complaint
of menace. He claimed that he was “in danger of his life, or
some bodily harm will be done to himself or his family, by
a Negro fellow called Tom” belonging to Samuel Baron of
Woodbridge. The sheriff was ordered to confine Tom in
jail and “keep a strict eye ... whether any Negroes has any
conversation with the prisoner.”

The Habeas Writ is in too poor condition to reproduce :>
here.



Case # 21075*
March 22, 1754. Middlesex County.

The King v. Negro Tom, commonly called Subal :>
Smith's Tom

Grand Inquest of Subal Smith’s Tom. [I cannot be
sure the exact charge. Perhaps menace.]

Suspected of having the power and art of poisoning
on the accusation of Thomas Heady [Possibly Heden

— see list of Evidences.] :>

Subal Smith having “expressed himself in the
extraordinary manner ... That if over the said Heady
was in Danger, that his is now twice as much in
danger than he was before the later Prosecution of
the said Tom... and being further informed upon oath
that divers of the Inhabitants of Woodbridge in this
country that have Slaves are in Great and Constant
Tlerror of present mischief from the said Negro Tom”



Case # 21379
April 30, 1754. Monmouth County.

The King v. Joseph Taylor, Salvester Tilton,

Henry VanCamp, David Parker,

and a Negro Man Slave called Bob (belonging to the
aforesaid Joseph Taylor) all of Freehold

Indictment for Riot.
At Freehold, on April 18, 1752, for tearing "to pieces

and pulling down" with axes the home of Edward
Taylor, Yeoman of Freehold.

—)



Case # 21325
August 12, 1756. Cape May County.
King v. Jeremiah Ludlam.

Appeal on Indictment for Escape (aiding the escape of Cesar Shack, a Negro slave belonging to Joseph
Ludlam)



Case # 21325
August 12, 1756. Cape May County.
King v. Jeremiah Ludlam.

Appeal on Indictment for Escape (aiding the escape of
Cesar Shack, a Negro slave belonging to Joseph Ludlam)

On July 2, 1756, Cesar Shack committed a nighttime
burglary of the house of his master, Joseph Ludlam, and
escaped with the aid and comfort of Jeremiah Ludlam.



Case # 21002*

August 12, 1756. Middlesex County.
King v. Jeremiah Ludlam

Aiding an Escape.

In August 1756, "Jeremiah Ludlam did
feloniously and willfully receive, comfort,
entertain, and suffer a Negro Man called
Cesar Shack to make his escape, he knowing
that the said Cesar Shack had Committed
Burglary*.

Probably part of Case # 21325



Case # 21067
February 14, 1759. Burlington County.

King v. Ben, a Negro (alias Ben Johnson); slave belonging to
Samuel Smith, Esquire

Indictment for Rescue (of himself) and Breaking Prison, from
the common jail at Burlington.



Case # 21067
King v. Ben, a Negro
Indictment for Rescue (of himself) and Breaking Jail.

Indicted for burglary, of the house of Thomas
Wetherill on December 13, 1758, at Burlington Town,
Ben Johnson was, secured in custody at the common
jail in Burlington. On February 6, 1759, he rescued
himself breaking jail.



Case # 21067.
King v. Ben, a Negro. Recognizance, January 18, 1759, for
witnesses in the Burglary trial of Ben Johnson.



Case # 21075**
August 22, 1759. Somerset County.
King v. Tom Negro, Slave of John Van Doran

Recognizance to appear at the next Court of
Quarter Sessions and answer “all matters as
shall be objected against him by Robert Allen
to do and receive what the Court shall then
and there enjoin and that he do in the
meantime keep the peace”.

Appears to be a recognizance for the good
behavior of Tom.

Justice of the Peace Bryan Lefferty, signatory




Case # 21452*

September 1, 1759. Somerset County.

King v. Gershom Van De Barrah
Recognizance to appear before next General
Quarter Sessions in Somerset County to give
evidence against Tom Negro, Slave of John

Van Doran.

Justice of the Peace Bryan Lefferty, signatory




Case # 21375*

October 1, 1759. Somerset County.

King v. William Leonard Sweap
Recognizance to appear before Justice of the
Peace Benjamin Lefferty to give evidence

against Tom Negro, Slave of John Van Doran.

Justice of the Peace Bryan Lefferty, signatory




Case # 21066

July 12, 1760.
Bergen County.

King v. Dinah, a
Negro Slave

Indictment for
Petit Larceny.

On July 12, 1760,
at New Barbadoes,
for stealing “three
strings of
Wampum”, valued
at 10 pence from
the house of Peter
Zabriskie.

Courtland Skinner,
Attorney General



1761 -1775



Case # 21069
November 6, 1761. Burlington County.

Habeas Corpus for a Negro Slave Called Matthew,
belonging to Edward Hill.

In our prison detained, with the day, and the cause
of his taking.

To appear before Richard Saltar, Third Justice of
the Supreme Court, at his chambers.



Case # 43211

October 11, 1765. Bergen County.

William Sandford Van Emburgh v. James Parker (Esquire) |:>
Replevin.

For the return of Negro Tony and Negro Poll; also of a wagon

and two horses. Taken October 7, 1765, from New Barbadoes,
from a place called The Yard.



Case # 40592
November 7, 1766. Hunterdon County.
Samuel Tucker (late Sheriff of Hunterdon) v. John Hackett (Esquire; Deceased)

Retorno Habendo (Reversal of Replevin, to return Negro Mingo to Samuel Tucker)



Case # 40592
November 7, 1766. Hunterdon County.

Samuel Tucker (late Sheriff of Hunterdon) v. John Hackett (Estate
of; Slave owner of Negro Mingo)

Retorno Habendo (Reversal of Replevin, to return Negro Mingo to
Samuel Tucker)

“Mingo is Elagned [?] to some place unknown”



Case # 21073*

April 4, 1774. Hunterdon County.

The King v. Esther Barber and James Burton (Enslavers of Beulah, a Negro girl)
Habeas Corpus (to produce a Negro Girl named Beulah).

Summons is only document in file. See Minute Book 60, 142.



Case # 21145
1774. Burlington County.

The King v. Patrick Quigg
(laborer of Northampton) and
Samuel Waterman, a Negroe
(late of Evesham)

Indictment for Murder

On May 3, 1773, at
Northampton, Patrick Quigg is
accused of attacking Samuel
Stackhouse with a Blacksmith’s
coal hook; Samuel Waterman
Is charged as an accomplice.

Courtland Skinner, Attorney
General

Full view.



Case # 21145
The King v. Patrick Quigg (laborer of Northampton) and Samuel Waterman, a Negroe (late of Evesham)
1774. Burlington County.

Indictment for Murder. Partial views.



Case # 21145
The King v. Patrick Quigg (laborer of Northampton) and Samuel Waterman, a Negroe (late of Evesham)
1774.Burlington County.

Indictment for Murder. Partial views.



Case # 21145

The King v.

Patrick Quigg (laborer of Northampton)
and Samuel Waterman, a Negroe (late of
Evesham)

1774. Burlington County.

Indictment for Murder.

Verso of Indictment.



Case # 21333*

May 22, 1775. Cape May County.

The King v. James Schelinger

Indictment for Homicide by Misadventure
On December 26, 1774, in the Lower Precinct,
James Schelinger accidentally shot Mark, a

Negro slave, the property of Abraham
Woolson, mortally wounding him.



Case # 21333*
May 22, 1775. Cape May County.
The King v. James Schelinger

Indictment for Homicide by
Misadventure

Verso of Indictment.



1776 to Mercy Hill (1783)



Case # 34939

October 1777. Hunterdon and
Morris Counties.

State of New Jersey v. Imlay
Drake

Indictment for Misdemeanor
(Incitement to Join the
Enemy)

On September 12, 1777, at
Alexandria Township in
Hunterdon County. For
conspiring with other persons
to the jurors unknown, to go
over to the enemy; and for
persuading Richard Steven's
Negro Slave [nhot named] to go
over to the British.




Case # 39179

April 1, 1779. Bergen and Somerset Counties.

State of New Jersey v. Sergeant Jacob Vandal
Appeal (to JP Isaac Vanderback and Jacob Terhune,
Bergen County) on Condemnation and Seizure of

Goods

Returnable to the Court at Hillsborough, Somerset
County.




Case # 39179

April 1, 1779. Bergen
and Somerset Counties.

Appeal on the claim,
upheld by the lower
court, of Sergeant Jacob
Vandal to a Negro man,
a Negro "wench®, and a
Negro girl, captured
near Bergen Town, and
claimed as prize.

Boudinot Jr., Attorney
for the Plaintiff in
Appeal.



Case # 35080

December 1780.
Monmouth County.

State of New Jersey v.
William Evringham

Indictment for
Misdemeanor (Breaking &
Entering and Armed
Robbery)

On December 13, 1780, for
breaking into the house of
Primis, a free Negro man,
and with gun and bayonet,
robbing him of one vest
and one blanket.



Case # 37536
May 12, 1781. Bergen County.
State of New Jersey v. Adrian Post

Habeas Corpus (to produce Negro Charles and his wife Margaret, also called Peg)



Case # 37536

May 12, 1781. Bergen County. State of
New Jersey v. Adrian Post.

Habeas Corpus (to produce Negro
Charles and his wife Margaret, also
called Peg)

The case apparently remained
unresolved in May 1783 when
(according to Supreme Court Minute
Book 62, p. 33-34) the Court issued
another Habeas Corpus to Adrian Post.

The Minute Book reads:

“This Court having several terms past, during the lat war, on a Habeas Corpus brought against Adrian Post for
the bringing up of Negro Charles and wife, on hearing Counsel, [ordered] that the said Negroes should be
delivered to the charge of the then Sheriff of Bergen, to abide the further order of this Court, and now on the
motion of Mr. Elias Boudinot for Nicholas Covenhoven, Master of the said Negroes, it is ordered by the Court
that the Sheriff of Bergen do, on Service of this rule, deliver to the said Nicholas Covenhoven, or his order, the
said Negro Charles and wife”.



Case # 10066

April 7,1782. Middlesex
County.

David Dunham v. Benjamin
Flaing and Cato (a Negro man)

Appeal (to JP Henry Freeman)
on Condemnation and Seizure
of Goods.

—)



Case # 10066

April 7, 1782. Middlesex County. David Dunham v. Benjamin Flaing and Cato (a Negro man)
Appeal (to JP Henry Freeman) on Condemnation and Seizure of Goods.

The account from the lower court does not mention Cato.




Case # 37615*
September 2, 1782. Salem County.
State of New Jersey v. Enloes Philpot

Affidavit of Jack Tapin in Habeas
Corpus (to produce Anthony Tapin,
his son, a Negro child).

The hand writing matches that of
Joseph Bloomfield’s office.
Bloomfield deserves more attention.
He was an abolitionist, as was his
father, Moses Bloomfield of
Woodbridge.

This type of Habeas action, ad
faciendum, subjiciendum et
reciendum, which underlines the
force of the court to execute justice in
the matter.



Case # 16877
April 5, 1783. Morris County.
Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Habeas Corpus (The State to Dr.
Liddel; to produce Mercy Hill)

This Is a very interesting case; Mercy
Hill is personally bringing suit against
her enslaver; the file includes
extraordinary supporting materials.

Many of the details | have are found
In the Minute Books, proving the
value of looking for details in other
court records.

Slide 1



Case # 16877
May 13, 1783.
Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

The response of Dr. Liddel. He cites a
bill of sale from Major Cook.

The bill of sale is not in the file.

Slide 2



Case # 16877
August 15, 1783
Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Affidavit of John Scott, relating events during the
war.

The affidavit outlines other depositions and
supporting materials gathered in the case;
naming them in enumerated detail.

It is a draft and difficult to interpret, but it
conveys the impression that Mercy Hill, a
servant, was falsely enslaved so she could be sold
to settle debts. It names a community of Doctors
iIn Morristown and makes reference to activities
during the Revolutionary War.

Slide 3



Case # 16877
August 15, 1783. Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

“Genealogy of Mercy Hill who says as followth.”
Document No. 1 (cited in John Scott’s affidavit)

The document is hectic and difficult to interpret.
Mercy Hill begins with her grandparents, who lived
in Rhode Island, and whose surname Hill she
claimed as her own. She claims to be the free born
child of Deliverance, or Dill, and a Negro slave called
Jupiter [Lee], bound to a shipwright. It tells of her
siblings, and her marriage to a Negro slave named
Prince, who was bound to a drover of cattle to
Albany. She entered service in New York, that
somehow led her to Morris County. It requires
more interpretation, and | likely have some details
wrong.
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Case # 16877

April 13, 1774,

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Affidavit of Esek Brown, of Swanzey, Bristol
County [then Rhode Island, now
Massachusetts].

He identifies Mercy Hill as a free born Indian
or Mollato woman; confirms the details of her
parents in the Genealogy.

Verified by JP Jeathaniel Bowes.
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Case # 16877

April 13, 1774,

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Affidavit of Esek Brown, and others.

Again, identifying Mercy Hill as a free born
Indian or Mollato woman; and adding details
of her apprenticeship.

Verified by JP Jeathaniel Bowes.
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Case # 16877

August 15, 17/83.

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Affidavit of Daniel Cook.

Relating how Mercy Hill applied to him, explaining the
details of her situation of enslavement, and relating
details of her life similar to those in the supporting

documents, and John Scott’s affidavit.

Mercy requested Daniel Cook travel to Swansea to secure
support for her cause, which he did.

He relates details of that travel and the gathering of
supporting materials, including a supporting testimonial
from Governor John Hancock of Massachusetts.
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Case # 16877

April 1, 1748.

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel
Indenture Contract

Mercy Hill to James Power and his wife,
Elizabeth, for a term of 16 years.

Includes permissions from her parents,
morality clauses, guarantees of training and
material support, and other terms and
conditions of her apprenticeship.

Signed by Jupiter Lee and Deliverance Hill.

Slide 8

>
>



Case # 16877

August 8, 1749.

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel
Verso of Indenture Contract.

Sworn at Taunton in Bristol County, August
8, 1749.

Transfer and affirmation of the indenture of
Mercy Hill, a servant girl, to James Power
and and his wife.

The transfer of indenture to Eseck Brown Jr.
for a term to August 8, 1755, and sworn to by
James Power.

Affirmed April 2, 1760 by Eseck Brown Jr.
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Case # 16877

February 14, 1783.

Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Additional affidavits of Thomas Rose and
Ebenezer Richmond, both of Bristol County,
supporting the truth of Mercy Hill’s history,
her race, her indenture, and her freedom.

Signed by JP Ezra Richmond
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Case # 16877
February 14, 1783.
Mercy Hill v. Dr. William Liddel

Affidavit of Widow Abigail Lee in support of
Mercy’s cause.

Attesting to her birth at the house of her
father, Samuel Lee, at Swansea; attesting to
her indenture at the age of two years old;
and to her knowledge that Mercy Hill had
traveled to the Jerseys, but had not seen her
INn some years.
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Case # 16877

April 5, 1783. Morris
County.

Mercy Hill v. Dr.
William Liddel

Mercy Hill was set
free by the Court.

From Supreme Court
Minute Book 61, folio
270,
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To be continued....

Painting of Dido Elizabeth Bell and her cousin Elizabeth Murray.
Collection of the Earl of Mansfield, Scone Palace, Perth



Supreme Court Database

Available on the NJSA website.

https.//wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx

This screen allows you to
search by any combination
of First Name, Last Name,
Case Type.

Filter by County, Gender,
Ethnicity, Year span, or
specific Case #.

Selecting a Case # adds
that record to your
shopping cart, from which
you can request a copy.

Back to Main Page

Last Name: First Mame: Role in Case:
v
Case Type: County:
abduction v
Gender: Ethnicity: Corporate Entities:
African American v
Year Span: Case MNo.
to
Reset Search Criteria Search
CASES
Select Case# Name Case Title Case Type County Dates
Select 37028 Negro, Caroling (Slave of James  |State of New Jersey v. James Morgan Appeal on Middlesex and |1318 - 1819
Worgan) (Named in Case) Wisdemeanor Qut of State
{Conspiracy and
Abduction, for the
purpese of selling
Megro Caraline out of
siate)
Select 37029 Negro, Ann (Slave of Elsey State of New Jersey v. Elsey Morgan Appeal on Middlesex and |1818 - 1819
Morgan) (Named in Case) Misdemeanor Qut of State
{Conspiracy and
Abduction, for the
purpese of selling
Negro Ann out of state)
Select 35850 MNegro, Sam (Slave of Peter £ State of New Jersey v. Peter F. Hendry Appeal on Middlesex and |1313 - 1818
Hendry, two-years old) (Named in Misdemeancr Qut of Siate

Case)

{Conspiracy and
Abduction, for the
purpose of selling
MNegro Sam out of
state)

Page 1 of 1 Total Records: 3




Supreme Court Database

Avalilable on the NJSA website.
https.//wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt2.aspx

There is also a second
version of the database
on our website which
allows more detailed
view of the indexing.

I

Entering the initial letter or string of letters into the name fields will return all records beginning with that string. To search a string within a name
use the wildcard character * followed by the string. For example, the surname "Smith" may be searched to include the variant "Smyth"” by
entering "Sm*th” in last name field. To sort the search results click on the header of each column.

The search function below is oriented to research by name. Since a name can appear as a litigant, victim, witness, named party, etc., the search
results may contain more than one reference to the same case file.

The Archives hosts two other prototype versions of the Supreme Court database which allow the records to be searched in other ways. In these
versions, the list of search results will contain just one reference to each case file.

« Supreme Court Version 2 will return a list of case files based on a search by county, case type, case number, and/or year span. The advantage
to this search is, for example, if you want to know how many murder cases are recorded before 1776, this search will show you there are
currently 42 cases identified, instead of showing results by every name in all the cases. On this interface, vou can click on the case number
and see a list of all persons in the case. It will also display any case notes currently recorded for the file. You can order copies of records from
this page.

« Supreme Court Version 3 allows you to search for plaintiff/defendant combinations. For example, if you want to search for cases where John
Smith is suing someone named Brown, this interface will allow for that search. You cannot order copies from this particular interface.

To order a copy, click "Select” next to the record.

Selected records are added to the shopping cart at the bottom of the page.

Click the "Back to Main Page” button to continue searching or request additional records.
Click "Check Qut” or "View Cart” and follow the payment instructions to order copies.
Please read the instructions on the shopping cart page and order form carefully.

Back to Main Page

Last Name: First Name: Role in Case:
A
Case Type: County:
v

Gender: Ethnicity: Corporate Entities:

v T L
Year Span: Case Mo.

to

Reset Search Criteria Search




Supreme Court Database

Available on the NJSA website.

https.//wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt2.aspx

Here you can search
only by Case Type, Case
#, or Years, and filter
by County.

A
m'm SearcHaBLE Datasases anD Recorps Request Forms

Governor Phil Murphy and Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver
STATE OF NEW |ERSEY NJ Home | Services A to Z | Departments/Agencies | FAQs

DEPARTMENT OF STATE Search Al of NJ ¥

D05 Home > Mew Jersey State Archives > Search the Collections > Searchable Data s Index

Supreme Court Case Files, 1704-1844

Please d ot use the browser "Back” button while navigating the database pages and record request forms. Instead click on the "Back to Main
Page” button below to return to the list of searchable databases and online records request forms.

+ We now accept credit card payments. Or print the request form and pay by check or money
« You may combine up to 1

This Supreme Court database search form is a prototype designed for researchers who primarily wish to search the 54,998 case files for case
types, counties, and/or date ranges. To search for names return to the Supreme Court main database page.

The advantage to this search is the ability compile statistical record sets, for example, of all the murder cases recorded before 1776. This search
will show you there are currently 42 identified. Or all the misdemeanor prosecutions in Essex County for 1776 thru 1782, There are currently 151
recorded. Click on the Case Mumber to dynamically see the list of all persons in the case. The "Case Motes” column displays any abstracts
currently available for the case file (these notes are all drafts).

To request a copy click "Select” next to the record.

Selected records are added to the shopping cart at the bottom of the page.

Click the "Back to Main Page” button to continue searching or request additional records.
Click "Check Qut” or "View Cart” and follow the payment instructions to order copies.
Please read the instructions on the shopping cart page and order form carefully.

Back to Main Page

County: Case Type: Case No.

Year Span:
to

Reset Search Criteria Search




Supreme Court Database

Available on the NJSA website.

https.//wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt2.aspx

No individual names
are listed in the main
results, however, users
can see an additional
note field with
additional information
provided by indexers.

Back to Main Page
County: Case Type: Case No.
v abduction
Year Span:
to
Reset Search Criteria Search
CASES
Select Case# Case Title Description County Dates Case Notes
State of New Jersey v. Peter F. Appeal on Misdemeanor |Middlesex and Qut of | 1818 - 1819 Involves an attempt to remove a two-
Hendry (Conspiracy and State year old negro boy named Sam,
Abduction, for the ndentured to Peter F. Hendry, by
purpose of selling Negro placing him out of state into the
Qalect 35050 Sam out of state) custody of one Charles Morgan, and
— — thereby establishing his residency
outside the state of New Jersey,
presumably for the purpose of
enslavement. Case type is derived
from description of the charges
State of New Jersey v. Elsey Appeal on Misdemeanor |Middlesex and Out of | 1818 - 1819 Involves an attempt to remove a negro
Morgan {Conspiracy and State girl named Ann, indentured to Elsey
Abduction, for the Morgan, by placing her out of state
purpose of selling Negro into the custody of one Charles
Select |37029 Ann out of state) Morgan, and thereby establishing his
residency outside the state of New
Jersey, presumably for the purpose of
enslavement. Case type is derived
from description of the charges
State of New Jersey v. James Appeal on Misdemeanor  |Middlesex and Out of 1312 - 1219 Invelves an attempt to remove a negro
Morgan (Conspiracy and State girl named Caroling, indentured to

Abduction, for the
purpose of selling Negro
Cargline out of state)

James Morgan, by placing her out of
state into the custody of one Charles
Morgan, and thereby establishing his
residency outside the state of New
Jersey, presumably for the purpose of
enslavemeant. Case type is derived
from description of the charges

Page 1 of 1

Total Records: 3




Supreme Court Database

Available on the NJSA website.

https.//wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt2.aspx

Clicking on the case #
displays the full list of
all persons named in
the file.

Participants for Case Number: 37029

Role Names Notes
Plaintiff State of New Jersey
Defendant Margan, Elsey of Scuth Amboy, Slave owner of Ann

Named in Case

Maorgan, Charles

Qut-of-State reciever of the negro girl Ann, slave of Elsey

IMorgan

Named in Case

Megro, Ann

Slave of Elsey Morgan

Evidence (Witness Called)

Brewster, John

Evidence (Witness Called)

Young, John

Official

Deare, William (Clerk)

Official Frelinghuysen, Theodore (Aftorney General)
Cfficial Hance, Thomas (Judge of Common Pleas)
Cfficial Kirkpatrick, Andrew (Chief Justice)

Page 1 of 4 Total Records:

CASES

Select Case# Case Title

Description

County Dates

Case Notes

State of New Jersey v. Peter F.

Hendry

Appeal on Misdemeanor
(Conspiracy and
Abduction, for the
purpose of selling Megro
Sam out of statg)

Middlesex and Cut of 1818 - 1819
State

Invalves an attempt to remove a two-
wear old negro boy named Sam,
indentured to Peter F. Hendry, by
placing him out of state into the
custody of one Charles Morgan, and
thereby establishing his residency
outside the state of Mew Jersey,
presumably for the purpose of
enslavement. Case type is derived
from description of the charges

State of New Jersey v. Elsey

Morgan

Appeal on Misdemeanor
(Conspiracy and
Abduction, for the
purpose of sellling Negro
Ann out of state)

Middlesex and Cut of | 1818 - 1819
State

Invalves an attempt fo remove a negro
girl named Ann, indentured to Elsey
IMorgan, by placing her out of state
into the custody of one Charles
Morgan, and thereby establishing his
residency outside the state of New
Jersey, presumably for the purpose of
enslavement. Case type is derived
from description of the charges

State of New Jersey v. James

Appeal on Misdemeanor

Middlesex and Cut of | 1818 - 1819

Invalves an attempt fo remove a negro




