
Directions to Nassau Inn from JFK airport using Public Transportation 
 

Upon arrival to the United States’ John F. Kennedy airport (JFK) in New York City, you should clear customs and 
immigration, and then proceed to exit the secure area into the “Arrivals” level of the terminal.  

From here you can either take the NYC Airporter shuttle bus (www.nycairporter.com) to Penn Station (New York), or the 
Airtrain to Jamaica Station and transfer to the Long Island Railroad to reach Penn Station.  You could also take a taxi cab, 
but the latter is a much more expensive option.  The welcome center staff will assist you if you choose to take a taxi. 

The NYC Airporter is located at the ground transportation desk (at the welcome center) of every terminal at JFK. Rates 
are currently US $17 one-way and $30 round trip (subject to change). Tickets can be purchased in advance at 
www.nycairporter.com. The Express Bus runs every 30 minutes on the hour and half hour. More information can be 
found at www.nycairporter.com. 

If you plan on taking the NYC Airporter bus, skip ahead to the section entitled From Penn Station (NY). 

Directions to reach Penn Station by rail are below: 

Immediately after leaving the secure area (before exiting the building), look for green signage and follow the directions 
to the AirTrain: 

 

http://www.nycairporter.com/
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You will have to take an escalator or elevator/lift up one level: 



 

Follow the directions to the AirTrain station, which will be across the terminal and up one more level by escalator or 
elevator/lift: 



 

Once at the AirTrain station, take the Jamaica AirTrain to the Jamaica station. Signs and recordings before boarding and 
on board the train will indicate whether the train is a Jamaica train. It will stop at other terminals on the way to Jamaica. 
If you board the wrong train, simply get off at any terminal station stop and wait for the next Jamaica train. AirTrains 
operate at all times, a few minutes apart from each other. 



 

Once at Jamaica station, exit the train and head for the station exit. You will have to pay your fare (approximately US $5 
plus a surcharge for a card) before exiting the building.  



 

Follow the signs to “AirTrain Ticketing” and move towards the Long Island Railroad (LIRR). 



 

Look for these self-serve machines and pay your fare: 



 



Unless you wish to take the New York City Subway, you only need to pay for the AirTrain ride 

Exit by sliding your card next to the turnstiles, and ensure that you keep the card if you plan to return to the airport by 
AirTrain. Follow directions to the Long Island Railroad (LIRR) Jamaica station (stay to the left once past the turnstiles): 

 



 

Follow the signs to the Long Island Railroad: 



 

Use one of the LIRR self-serve machines (or go to a ticket booth) to purchase your Long Island Railroad ticket to Penn 
Station (Pennsylvania Station) in New York City: 



 



Depending on the time and day of your trip, the tickets may be peak or off-peak. Evenings (after rush hour) and 
weekends all day are off-peak and less expensive. If you are not sure which ticket you need, purchase your ticket at the 
booth where a human being can assist you. You may also purchase your ticket from the conductor when on the train at 
an extra charge.  Keep in mind tickets can only be purchased with cash once aboard the train. 

Then, check the signs above the tracks for the next train traveling to Penn Station, and take the escalator or elevator/lift 
to the appropriate track. Each track will have a sign indicating at which stations the next train will make a stop: 

 

Once on the track, you can double-check you are in the correct track and boarding the correct train by reading the 
overhead signs: 



 

Once the train arrives, board the train: 



 

Signs will display the next station stop. Do not worry; Penn Station is the terminal (final) stop on the line, so you cannot 
miss it. If you boarded a train heading in the right direction, you cannot get lost. 



 

Once at Penn Station, exit the train and follow other passengers to the main level. Follow signs towards NJ Transit (New 
Jersey Transit): 



 

Once in the level above, continue to follow the overhead signs toward NJ Transit. 

From Penn Station: 



 

Look for either a NJ Transit booth or a NJ Transit self-serve ticket machine, and purchase your ticket to Princeton 
Junction on the Northeast Corridor. You may also purchase your ticket from the conductor when on the train at an extra 
charge.  Keep in mind tickets can only be purchased with cash once aboard the train. 



 



Departure tracks are announced approximately 10 minutes before departure of the trains. It is a terrible policy, which 
always results in a bottleneck as all passengers try to take the stairs or elevator to the track at once, but it is the way 
things are. Observe the signs announcing departures in the NJ Transit area, and look for the NE Corridor train. Then look 
for the appropriate track number by the stairs or the elevators to the tracks, and board the NJ Transit Northeast Corridor 
train. Station stops will be announced by the conductor over the speaker system (or by yelling). Remember to get off the 
train at Princeton Junction. 

Northeast corridor train schedules are available online at www.njtransit.com 

Once at Princeton Junction, you can either: 

a) Take a taxi cab to the Nassau Inn (10 Palmer Square, Princeton, NJ 08542). You can use a pay telephone at the 
train station to call Triple A Taxi (telephone: 800-481-8294 or 609-921-1177) or the Princeton Taxi Stand 
(telephone: 609-924-1222). The fare is usually between $10 and $12, plus tip. Note: It is advisable to verify the 
fare before entering the taxi. 

Or: 
 

b) Board the Princeton Shuttle train (also known as “the Dinky”), which will take you non-stop to the Princeton 
Borough train station, which borders Princeton University. Tickets may be purchased at Princeton Junction 
Station or from a ticket machine on the platform. As of the writing of these directions, a one-way ticket costs 
$1.50. Please note that a one-way ticket purchased from the conductor aboard the Dinky costs $4.50. Prices are 
subject to change. 
From the Princeton Borough Station, you may either take a taxi (there is a taxi stop at the station), or you may 
walk: It is a quick, 10 to 15-minute walk to the Nassau Inn. The map is below: 

http://www.njtransit.com/
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